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Having left Aslibume in th€ evening, we sloppf^ 
to change horse* ot Derby^ and availt**! ourselves of a 
moment to enjoy the ronvei^ftlian of my countrj^man* 
Dr. Butter, then physiciiin there. He wa« in great 
indtgnatioD because Lord Mountstuart^s bill for a 
Scotch militia hnd been Icmt- Dn Johnson wax o« vio- 
lent agait)»t it. '' I am glnd, {soid liCf) tbat Parlia- 
ment has hod the spirit to throw it out. You wanted 
to take advantage of the timidity of our scoundrels; '* 
(meaiiini^, I sii]»(>OT*e, the niinihtry*} It may be observed, 
liiat he uftcd (he epithet scoundrel, very commonly^ 
not quite in Uie sense in which it is f^eraliy undcr- 
iBIockI, but OH a strong term of disapprobation ; as when 
he abruptly answered Mrs, Thrale, who had cuked 
him how he did, " Ready to become a scoundrel^ 
Madam; with a little more filing you will, I think, 
make me a complete rascal :"'-^ he meant, easy to be- 
come a capricious and self-indulgent valetudinarian ; 
a character for which 1 have keard him express great 
di^ust. 

Johnson had with him upon this jatmt, " // PeU 
merino tt' InghiUcrra,' a romance praised by Or- 
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TftDtos ; but did not like it much. He said, lie read it 
for the lan^sg^, by way of preparatiou for his Italian 
expoditioa.^We lay this night at Loughborough. 

On TluirwJay, March 28, w^ piirsuet) out jnumey- 
I mentioned ihnt eld Mr. Shirtdaii coinplaincd of the 
Ingrotitude of Mr. Wcddcrbumc and General Froscr, 
who had been much obliged to htm when they were 
young Scotchmen entering upon life in KngUvnd. 
Johnson. " Why, Sir, h ninn is ver}- tjpt to ojiufilaia 
of the ingratitude of ttioite wlio have risen far above 
him. A man when he gets into a higher sphere, into 
other habits ot life, cannot keep up all his fonner con- 
nexions. Then, Sir, those who knew him formerly 
upon a level with themselves, may think that they 
ought still to be treated as on a level, which cannot be : 
tod an acquaintance in a fonner situation may brinff 
out things which it woukl be very disagreeable to have 
metitioned before higher company, though, perhaps, 
every body knows of them.'* He plared ihU *tnl>jeet in 
n new light to mo, nod sliowed, that a man who has 
ri^en in the world, must not be condemned too hardily, 
for being di^tjint to former acquaintance, even though 
he may have been much obliged to them. It i», no 
doubt, t" be wished, that a proper degree of attonlioa 
should be shewn by great men to tlieir eiiriy frieudi. 
But if citlier ftxmi obttu«; insensibility to difference of 
situation, or presumptuous forwardness which will not 
nibmit even to an exteriour obser^'ance of it, the dig- 
nity of high place cantiot be preserved, when they are 
admitted into the company of those raised above the 
jitate in whidi they once u'ere» encroachment must be 
repelled, and the kinder feelings sacn5oed. To one of 
ibo very fcMtunate persuni whom I have mentioned, 
namely, Mr. Wedderbume, now Lord l-oiighlKirough, 
I muit do the justice to relate, that 1 have been ajtsm^ 
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by,snotJicrearlf acijuaintaiiccof liU| old Mr, Mackliltv^ 
who asHsled in improving his proniindaiion, ihat he 
found him very graU-ful. Macklin, I supi>03e»had notr 
pressed upon his elevation with so much eagerness, ns 
the geDtlctnan who complaint of him. Dr. Johnsoo'^ 
remark as to the jealouny enterUined of our friends 
who rise far abovi; us, ia certainly very just. Ry this 
was withered the early friendship between Charleg^ 
Townshend and Akenside; andinnny similar instances 
mij^hl be adduced. 

He said, " it is commonly a weak man, who mari* 
ries for lore." We then talked of marrying^ women of 
fortune ; and I mentioned a common remark, that a 
man may be, upon the whole, richer by marrying a wo- 
man with a very amall portion, because a woiiutn of fortune 
will be ptx>purtlunal>ly t?X)M*DMrt: ; whcirn^as a woman 
who hringi^ none will be very moderate in expenses. 
JdHNsuN. " DopL-nd upon it| Sir, tliis is not true. A 
woman of fbrtuui? being u>fcd to the handling of money,, 
spends it Judiciously ; but a woman who gets the cora^ 
mand of money tor the first time upon her marriage, 
has such a gust in spending it» that she throws it away 
with great profusion." 

He praised the ladies of the present age, insisting 
that they were more faithful to their husbands, and 
more virtuous in every respect, thnn in former times^ 
because tlieir understandings were lYCttcr cultivated. 
It was an undoubted proof of his good sense and good 
disposition, tbat he was never querulous, never pron& 
to inveigh against the present timcs^ as is so common 
when superficial minds arc on the fret. On the con- 
Irary, he was willing to speak favourulily of lua own: 
age; and, iudetdf muintained its sup<?riority in every 
respect, except in its reverence for governmcni; the 
relaxation of which he imputed, as its grand c^use. to. 

B a 
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Uke fthock which our monarchy received ot the Rc-volu-' 
fttOD) though nectfsiiy ; and, secondly, to the timid 
CODcenoM ukadc to faction by suc<vs3tvc administra- 
tions in tJte reign of his present Majesty, I am happy 
to think, that he lived to fiu! tJ>e Crown at huit recover . 
its just influence. 

At Leicester we read in the neirt-pttper tliat Dr. 
J«me« icctt dead. I thought that the death of an old 
acliooI-feUowt and one n-iUi whom lie had lived a gcod 
deal in Londun, would hare uflectcd loy feUow*tnLTcUcr 
nnidi: but he only %nxil^ " Ah! puur Jamy," After- 
Vards, liowcviT, when wc were in the chaise, he tmd, 
with more tenderness " Since I set out on this jaunt, 
J have lost an old friend and a young one ; — L>r. Jaines. 
and poor Harri*,'' (mcaniDg Mr- Thrale's son.) 

Having bun at St. Alban's, on Thursday, March 
JtS, we breakfasted the next morning at Baroet. I 
ttqmaied to him a weakness of mind which I ocndd not 
bdp ; an uneasy apprehensioii tliat my wife and chil- 
dren, who were at a great diatancc from me, mighty 
|ierhapsj be ill. " Sir, (said he.) consider how fordkh 
you would thiak it in them to be apprehensive that you 
arc ill/ This sudjeii turn relieved me for the moment ; 
but I afterwards pcrocived it to be on ingenious fallacy.^ 
1 might, to be 8Ure» be satUfkd that they had no rca- 
aon to be apprehensive alM>ul lae, becau>e 1 Anrtr that 
I tnyvelf was well : but we iiiigbt have u mutual anxi- ' 
cty, n'itJiout the cliarge of folly ; because each was, in 
aomc d^^rcv, uncertain as to t)*e condition of tlie otlien 

* [Sardy it b ao bllncy, hut a sootid and rsiion^l juin"»*'>^ 
Ut who k pefftdly well, ud tppi^tnurv concrmng ibe suic ni 
aaoiher it a diitaaoe Uota hint, knmat to « ttrukuxy UuU the itan 
vftbat pcnon conccminf Aii health urc Im^auy and dclaBire; 
(aad 1ieiic« k» a nlSmiil groun4 U^r lappoaliig Uutt hU owa apprt- 
li4UIo«i« concerning li>i «Wfit vnh or friend, art cci^allj anCHoded, 
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I enjojed the laxur;r of our approach to Ijondon, that 

I metropolis which we both lovi?d m much, for the high 

[ami variwi iDtcHt'ctuul pleasure which it furnUhe^- I 

[Kperienc^ iQimediate happiness while whirled along 

rith such a companion^ and said to liim* '^ Sir^ you 

totmrved one day at General Ogletfaorpe's^ that a man 

fis never happy for the present, but when lie is drunk 

Will you not add»— or when driving mpidly in a poet^ 

chaise?" Johnson. ''No, Sir* you arc diiTingra- 

^dly /rom ^oniething'p or to something." 

Talking of melancholy, he said, " Some men, and 
fery thinking men too, have not thotfc vexing thoug^ht^^. 
Sir Jofhua Reynolds is the ^amc all the year round. 
Bcauclerk, except when ill and in pain, is the same* 
But I iKlieve most uien have them in the dc^^ree in 
which they arc capable of having them. If I were In 
the country, and were distressed by that mjUady, I 
would force myself to take a book ; and every time I 
did it I should find it the ea;ifier. ^lelancholy, ithIccc^ 
shoidd be diverted by every means but drinking." 

We stopped at Mc^^veurs Dtllys, booksellers in tl>e 
Poultry ; fixim whence he hurried away, in a hackney 



If '^llie pbnw *^mioK tluntgha," is, I think, vrry txprenife; 
It h^ twcik fbnili^r U na^ from my chlldliood ; foe it in to be found 
in the * PuilmA la Mctr«r," lued m ih« Churchea (I bdicvc L thould 
ny Urh) or Scotland, FbbI. alUi. t. 5. 

" Why ut thoa then cail down^ my loul ? 

« What should dtocotiraffe thee? 
**And why with vcang fAotf^A/j art thou 

" IMsijuittcd in sac ? " 

ScNDC nUownncD sitat n^ doiibt bo laule for enHy pripUMUiioOb 
^ut at a rootum period of life, «ftcr looking at various metricAl ve^ 

^ MM ol the [^Ims, I am well »a£i>fiad that the vef^ioa at«d in Scot* 
knd. 11^ upon th« whole. th« best ; and th^ U ii mn to ih\vk oC 
bafiofl: a better, h hw in cenertl a strnplicity ami urxtiim of sacrtd 

JU^jf t aadia aiJiay porli its trantfu»ioii ia adsinble. 
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coach, to Mr. Thralc's in the Borough, I called at hi* 
house in the evenir^, having promised to acquaint Mrs. 
Williams of his safe return; when, to nijr surpri/e, 1 
found him sitting with her at tea, and, it^ I lliou^ht, 
not in a very good hiimmir : for, it seem*, when he had 
got to Mr Thrale'^, he foufid the coach vras at the door 
waiting to carry Mre. and Ml^ Thrale, and Signor 
Barcttt, their Italian master^ to Bath. This was not 
ahowing the aUention whtdi might have been expected 
to the " Guide, PJiilinoptier, and Friend ; " the Imiac 
wliu find hastened fnjni the cvuaUy to console a dis- 
uxsscd niotlier, who he understood was very anxious 
for his return. They had, I found, without ceremony^ 
proceeded on their intended Journey. I was glad to 
understand froni him that it was still resolved that his 
tour to Italy with Mr. and Mi^ Tlirale should take 
place, of which he had entertained some doubt, on 
account of the lo5j which they had sufiered : and hia 
douhts afterwards appeared to be welUfoundcd. lie 
ob*on'e<i, indeed very jui^lIy, that "their lo«is was an 
additioDal reaton for their going abroad: and if it hnd 
not been 6xed that he xhmild have lieen one of the 
party, Ir* would forre them out ; but he would not ad- 
wisic then) tinjc^ hh advice was asked, lest they might 
jmspeci that he recommended what he wuhed on bis 
own account/' I yvns not pleased thai his tntiinacy 
wirh Mr. Thrale's family, though it no daubt contri- 
buted much to hii comfort and enjoyment, was not 
without some degree of restraint : Not, n? has been 
groaaly suggested, that it was re<)uired of him as a task 
io talk for the entertainment of tbem and their com- 
pany; but that he was net quite at bis ease; whidi, 
jiovcver. might [wrtly he owing to his own honest 
pride — that dignity of mind which is always jealous of 
appearing too comjiliaiit. 
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On Sunday, March 31, I called on him snd shewed 
bint as a curiosity which 1 had discorerecl, his ** l>ans- 
Jation of l/)bu*s Account of Ahyssitiin/' which Sir John 
Pringlc had lent me, it being then little known as one 
of his works. He said, " Tak€ no nolioe of it/' or 
" don't talk of it-* He seemed to think it beneath 
hinik though done ut »x-find-tweiity. 1 ^id to htm* 
*' Your style. Sir, is much improved since you tran«- 
lated this." He answered with a sort of triumphant 
smile, ** Sir, I ho[>e it is," 

On Wednesday, April 3, in the morning* I found 
him vcrj- busy putting his books in order, nndj as ihcy 
were generally very okl ones^ clouds of dust were flyiug 
around him. He had on a pair of lar^ gloves such as 
heclgerg use. His present appearance put me in mind 
of my unclcj Dr, BoswcU's, description of him, " A 
robust genius, bom to grapple with whole libraries." 

1 gave him an account of a conversation which bad 
passed between me and Captain ('ook/tJie day before, 
at dinner at Sir John Pringlc's; and he was much 
pleased with the conscientious accuracy of that celebrated 
circumnavigator, who set me ri^ht a^i to many of the 
exaggcrateil accounts g:iven by Dr. Hawkesworlh of his 
VifBgBB. 1 told liim that while I was with the Cap- 
teiii, I catched flie enthusiasm of curiosity and adven* 
ture, and felt a strong inclii^ntton to gi with him on 
his next %'oy(igc. JoHNsos. " Whyi Sir, a mnn docs 
feci ao, till he considers how very little he can Icam 
jrom such voyage^.'' Boh^vei.l. " But one is carried 
away with the geneml grand and indistinct notion of 
A Voyage KuuM) THK Wora.u" Johnson. *' Ye$p 
Sir^ but a man is to guanl himself ugainat taking a 
thiDg in general." I said I was certain that a great 
part of what we are told by the travellers to the South 
£ea muit be conjecture^ because tltey hod not enough 
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of Ibe langiia^ of tliose countries to understaDd so 
much Its thej tmve nrlflt4.x). 01jject«i FalHr^ utider the 
observation of the senses mij^ht be cteariy known; but 
every Ihint; intellectuid, every thinf; abstract — politickr, 
moraU, and religioD, must be d&rkly guessed. Dr. 
Johnson was of the stame opinion. H« upon another 
occasion, w]ieii u rrii'tid nici]tiK>nL-d tu hini ^ftrverul uxtra^ 
Qnlimiry fucts, as communicated to him by the circum- 
nuvigatorst silly observed, " Sir, I never before knew 
how much I was respected by these gentlemen ; they 
told me none of these things." 

He bad been in company with Omai, a native of one 
of the South Sea Island?, after he hod been some time 
in this country. He wm struck with the ele^^nce of 
his behaviour, and accounted for it thus: "iwr, hehad 
passed his time, while in Kngland, only in the best 
company : «o that all that be hnd acf[iiired of our man- 
ners was genteel, Xs a proof of this. Sir, !x)rd MuU 
grave and he dined one day at Strentham ; tlbcy mt 
witH their hacka to the light fronting me, so that 1 
coidd not sec distinctly; and there was so little of the 
savage in Omai, that 1 was afVaid to speak to either 
lest I Hhould mtstakv out; for iln* otlier."* 

We agreed to dine to-day at the Mitre-taveni, after 
the rising of the House of Lords, where a branch of 
the litigntton conccniiEig the Douglas Estate, in which 
I was one of the counsel^ wa* to come on. I brought 
with me Mr. Murray, Solicitor-General of Scotland, 
now one of the Judge* of the Court of Session, with 
tlie title of Lord Henderland. I mentioned Mr. Soli* 
ritor's relation. Lord Charlei? Hay, with whom I knew 
Dr. Johnson had been acquainted. Johnsos. " I 
wrote ftomethtng for Lord Charles : and I thought he 
had nothing to finr from a court-martial. I tuflered a 
great lo» when he died ; he was a mighty pleasing man 
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in conversation, and a readini; num. The cbaractrr of 
a soldier is bi^. Tliej who stand forth the foremost 
in danger, for the community^ have tlie respect of inan*- 
loDd. An officer i^ much more respected tlian any 
other man who has as Utile money. lu a commercial 
country, money will nlways purchase respect. But yoO 
find, an ofiScer, who ha*, |ir*>pcrly speaking, no money, 
tit e\ery where well received and titrated with attention. 
The character of a soldier Qlvay» sLaiuls him in aUnd." 
BosivELT.. ** Y«t, Sir, I think that common aoldicnt 
ace won*e thought of thjin otlitrr men in the aame nmk 
of life; such as labourers.** Joiinsox. " Whj^ Sir, a 
common soldier is usually a very f^ross man, and any 
quality which procures respect may he orerwhelmcd by 
grofi^ness, A man of learning mny be so ricious or so 
ridiculous that you cannot respect him* A common 
•oldicr too. generally cats more than he can pey ftr. 
But when a common soldier 13 civil in his quarter^ his 
red coat procures him a degree of respect." 7^he pe- 
culiar respect jiaid to the military character in France 
wa<i mentioned. Boswell. ** I should think that where 
miltUtry men nre so numerotM, they would he le:« toIh^ 
al>!e fis not being rare." Johnsos. " Nay, Sir, 
wherever a particular character or profei^on is higli in 
the eftimatton of a people, those who arc of it will be 
iralucd above olher men. We value an Englishman 
Ugfa in this country, and yet KugU^hnicn are uot raic 
ioit." 

Mr. Murray praised the ancient philosophers for the 
candour and good humour with which those of different 
sects disputed with each other. JonxsoN. " Sir, they 
diqiuted with good humour, because they were not in 
earnest as to religion. Had the ancients been serious 
in their belief, we should not have had their Cods ex- 
hilntcd in the manner we find them represented in the 
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Poets. The people would not liave suffered iu They 
disputed with good humour upon their fanciful theoritSv 
benuise thfry w^rp not int^rett^d in the tnitli of tht^m : 
when A msn hos nothing to \o^, he may be in ^ood 
humour nith his opponent. Accordingly you fieo in 
J^ucJim, the KfucarcQu, who argiics only ne^jalively, 
keqjs his temper ; the Stoick, who has something posi- 
tive to preserve, j^rows ani^ry. Being angry with one 
who controverts an opinion which you value, is a rictics- 
sary consequenrc of the uneosineit.'^ which you feel. 
Every man who attacks my bclicP, dimioislies in some 
degree my confidcace in it, and therclbrc make^ me 
uneasy ; and I am angry witii him who makefi me un- 
easy. Those only who believed in revelation have been 
angry at having their faith called in question; because 
ihey only had scimething upon which they could rest as 
matter of fact.'* Muruay. " It stems to me that we are 
not Angry at n man for controverting an opinion which 
we believe and ^Tilue : we rather pity him." John- 
son. *' Why, Sirj to be sure when you wish a man to 
have that lielief which you think i« of infinite advan- 
tagCr ycu wish wcU to him ; but your primary cond* 
deration is your own quiet. II' a madman were to 
COfne into t)ii:» ixxiin witii a stick in hU itaiiJ, no duubt 
we shuuld pit;' tlic state uf ]ihi uiiud ; but our primary 
ronsideration would be to take care of ourselves. We 
should knock him down first, and pity him afterwards. 
No, Sir, every man M'ill dispute with great good hu- 
mour upon a subject in which he is not interested. I 
will dispute ver)" calmly upon the probability of another 
man's son being hang(^d ; but if a man zealously en- 
forces the proltability tliat my own son will be hanged, 
I fihall certainly not be in a very good humour with 
him." I added this illustration, " If a man endeavours 
to convince me that my wife, whom I love very much. 
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and in whom I place great con5dencc, is a disa^rceaUe 
wontQii, aod is even unfaithful to mc^ I shaU be very 
nngry* for he is putting me in fear of being unhappy." 
Murray. " But, Sir, truth will alm-ays bear an exa- 
mination." JoHN'soK- " Yes. Sir, but it is painfijl to 
be forced to (lefenil it, Consiiler, Sir, how should yo« 
like, ihougii con&ciott^ of your inimtx^nce. In be tried 
before a jury, fora eapitAl crime, once a week.** 

We talked of education at ^rcat schooU ; the advnn- 
tages and disadvantAgCA of whicli Johnsan di^ployed in 
a luminous manner; but his nt^itmrntd prt-pondcratcd 
so much in favour of the benefit which a boy of good 
part^ might receive at one of them, t]mt I have reason 
to believe Mr, Mun'ay was very much influenced by 
what he had heard to-day in his dctenuinalion to send 
his own son to Westminster school. — 1 have acted in 
the same manner with regard to my own two sons;' 
having gilsced the eldest at Kton^ and the second at 
WestminstLT. I cannot say which is best. But injus- 
tice to both tho<c noble seminaries, 1 with bi^j satis- 
foction dedare, that my hoys have denized from them 
a great deal of good, and no evil ; itnd I trust they 
will, like Horace, be graU^ful to their father for giving 
tbem ao valuable an education. 

I introduced the topick, which is often ignorantly 
uv^gcd, that the Uoivcrstticii of Kngland arc too rich ;^ 
50 that learning does not flouri&li in them as it would 
do, if tbo»e who teach had smallL-r &»luriea, aikd de- 
pended on tht-ir assiduity fora great part of their in- 
come. Johnson. "Sir, the \-ery reverse of this is the 
truth; the English Universities are not rich enough. 

* Dt. Adam Smith, who wis for tome time n pnfttsor ia the 
Dnivcntt) of Gla^)fOw, has uUi-rtil, rn hh "• Wollh of N«>on»." 
«cmic Kflcciiorix u|jon (hit •ubj(«i which m ctrUtily ^*^ ^9\l 
ibuaded, and Mirm t4i br invidiouj^. 
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Our fellovrsht|>9 are only sufficient to support a man 
dtiriog his Htudies to fit him for the world, and accord- 
ingly in general they are held no lon^r than till aa 
opportunity offers of ^tting away. Now and then, 
perlmps, then* is a fellow who grows nld in his college; 
but thui is A^inftt his will, unless he he a man very 
indolent indeed. A hundred a year is reckoned a good 
fellowship, and that is no more than is necessary to 
keep a nxfkn decently aa a scholar. Wc do not allow 
our f<^llowd to marry, becau^ we consider academical 
institutions as preparatory to a scttlt-int?ut in the world. 
It is only by being cmplo^'ed as a tutor, that a fellow 
can obtain anything more than a livelihood, 'la be 
sure a man, who has enough without teaching, will 
probably not teach ; for we would all be idle if we 
could. In the same manner, a man who is to get no* 
thing by teaching, will not exert litmself. Greaham- 
College was intended as a place of instructioD for Lon- 
don ; able profcsscrs were to read lectures gratis, they 
contrived to have no scholars ; whereas^ if they had 
been allowed to receive but six|)enc^ a lecture from 
each schoLnr, they would have been emubm to have 
hod many scholars. Every body will agree that it 
should be the interc^rt cf tho$c who teach to have bcImv 
]«n ; and this b the case in our Universities. That 
thf;y arc loo rich in certainly not trut' ; for they hare 
nothing good enough to keep a man of eminent learn- 
ing with them for his life. In the foreign Universities 
a professonihip i** a high thing. It is as much almost 
as a man can make by his learning: and therefore we 
find the most learned men abroad are in the Universi- 
ties, It is not so with us. Our Universities are im- 
poverished of learning, by the penury of their provir 
sions, I wish there were many places of a thou- 
sand a year at Oxford, to keep first-rate men of 
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learning &om quittiikg the Uiuvenity/* Uodoubtedlf 
if tbu were the esse, literature would bave a sUD 
greater dimity and splendour at Oxibrd, and titcic 
would be guilder living purees of instructimi. 

] mentioned Mr, Maclauriira uoeasine^i on account 
of a degree of ridicule carele^y thrown on hU deceased 
fWlier, in Goldsmith's " History of Animated Na- 
ture^*' in which that celebrated mathematician is r^ 
prtiietitcd o» being sulyect to fits of yawning so violent 
as to render him incapablE? of proceeding in hii lecture ; 
a story altogether unfounded^ but for the poblicstion of 
which the law would give no reparation.* This led us 
to agitate the question, wLethcr legal redrciis could be 
obtained, even wlicn a man's deceased relation was 
ealumDiat4:d iu a [Miblication. Mr. Murray niainlained 
ttiere should be reparation, unless the authour could 
ju&Ufy himself by proving the fact. Johxson. •* Sir, 
it is of 50 mucti marc confic<iuotice that truth should be 
toJd» than tliat iudividual^ shouid not be made uneasy, 
that it is much better that the law doe& not restrain 
writing freely coneerDiog the characters of the dead. 
Daina^o? will be given to a man who i^ calumniated in 
Ids lile'liinet because he may be hurt in Im worldly in- 
terest, or at least hurt in his mind : but the law does 
not regard that uneasiness which a man feels on having 
his aocestor cahimniated, Tliat is too nice, l^t him 
deny what i« said, and kt the matter have a fair chance 
by discussion. But if a man could say nothing against 
a character hut what he cnn prove, history could not 
be written ; for a great deal is known of men of which 



^ Dr. GDlduniili wm dead t^cfort Mr. Mnclaimn diacortrcd the In- 
dkroua tfmwr. But Mr, Noar«c» the bcxiksrilcr, wli<i ww Uic pi^ 
|sri«Cof of lh« worit, upon Uio^tfiplicd to br Sir John Prin^le. «5TSSd 
very iMUMban^ly to ha«« the leaf on nhi^h ii w» f^ntAictcd^ am* 
ctllc4i and n-|a»ud vitbonc iu at his own expcoce- 
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proof cannot be brought. A minister may be ndo- 
riously known to take brifies, and yet you may not be 
able to prove it," Mr. Murray suggested, that the a«- 
thour should be obliged to show some sort ftf evidence, 
though he would not I'cqtiire a strict ]vgn\ proof: Iwit 
Johnson finnly and resolutely opposed any restraint 
wliatever, a* adverse io a free investigation of the cha- 
ractere of mnnliind.*^ 



^'^VliAt Dr. Johrxon )iM litre md, » uiMlotibitdly good iirnse ; 
ytt I ntn ftfraid Ihnt lovr, thougli (Ji^finQil by Lord Colifi " ihc pcr- 
fectmn of rc^ftifin," in not alUigethtfr ^UJi fiua ; for It la h«1d in th« 
book*, that an lUock ori the rcputnlion even of a (1«^[| man, may be 
punUhE^dai a Ubt^l l^ecLiuKc tending to n brrftch a( The pence. 'rhcr« 
B, however, I believe, n*> icodern dcndriJ cw^c tii thnt cffccL In 
Ihc King"* Bench, Trinity Term. 1T9CL the f^ueiiioii occurred on oc- 
casion of an iodiclmcot. The fCfij^ v. Tophautf vrhii, ut u jjrujrrirJor 
ef a ncw»-]>apcr entitled ** Tiip \V'oiii.i>," ^vtw foun4 guilty of a 
libel ngninKt Knrl Cowprr, deceased, beenii^e rcrtain injcrioua 
charfcet a^fnit his l^ordi^hip trere publiahcd in that paper. An nrrcat 
of jud^nieni having been moved fitr, the oise w^ ufternurdTt so- 
lamaly urgved. My friend Mr. Comity whom I delight in hnving nn 
C|>i}H')rtuEiiiy to jirmie, not only for his ntiilUic:^ but his mannem ; a. 
grniU'iiLLkTi whoic nncicikt Cerman Mood hnn been mellowed in di^' 
Innd, nnilwha ranybe truly snidto unite the Baron ftf»d the Harris- 
ttr, wjw one of the Counsel *W Mr. Topham. He dinplaycd much 
learning and inaenuity u|x>n the general qae^tion ; whicl)' honcvcr, 
was not decided, n» the Ctmrt granted nn nrrr*t chiefly 'on ilic infor- 
mality of the indictment. No miin has n higher reverence for the 
law of KngUnd than I have ; but, with all deference I eamiol help 
linking, that pronecuiion by indicimtnt, if a defendant H never to 
be alloweil to jmtify^ miMt oflcn h^ very opprc^nive^ unle» Joricii, 
«'hom 1 ftni more nnd morr confirmed in hohling to bv judges of law 
ai well OS of fnct^ n-nolutcly inter|x>se. Of late on act of Parliument 
bos passed decWalnry of ihrir full tlRht to one aa well as the other, 
in mritlvrof libel; and the bill having been brou^^ht in by a po. 
pular gentleman, many of his pari/ have in mo*i exirav.igarjt 
Icrm^ deehuraed on the fvonderfiil acquisition to the liberty of 
ihc preM, For my own pnri I evcr^n^ de.irly of opinion ihatthia 
right T^n-i inherent in Uic very con^Litation of n Jnrj-, and !nd«d in 
teme and reitaon in«e|mrnb1e Trom their important function. To 
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On Thursdayr April 4, havin;^ railed on Dr. John- 
son^ I 5aicl, it was a pit}' that tnith was not so firm m 
to bid defiance to all ntt^ckf, so thnt it miE^ht T>e shot 
at ftS much as people chose to altempi, and yet remaia 

[iinburt. JoHWttOK. "Then, Sir, it would not ho shot 
at. Nobody attempts to dispute that two and two 
iTifdce four : btit with contests cuiiccrninj; moral truth, 
human passions are generally mixed, and therefore it 
must be ever liable to assault and tnisrepresentatbn." 

On Friday, April S, being Good Friday, after bar- 
ing attended the morning scrrice at St. Clement's 
church, I walked home with Jobnson. We talked of 

['the Roman Catholick religion- JonNflo«. " In the 
barbarous ages. Sii", priest? and people were equally 
deceived; but afterwards there were gross anTU|)tions 
introduced by the derf^y, such as indulgences to priests 
to have concubine$, and tlie wor&hip of images, not. 



caubtith it, therefore, l>y»Utlutc, la, 1 thbik, aumi'A^nK its fotinds- 
itoit, which 11 the brookd iiml dc^p bnfrlH of CDrnmon Lav. \VouU 
it not rulhvr w^fltc^a thv right of |>rimo-gc-nlEur«, or any other old 
sad univenally acknowledged Hght. fihould the legislsture pnu on 
■ct ta favour of it. In my '* letter to the People of Scotland. 
■^in«l dimittitthing the number of the liOrdtt of Sv^iiufi,'* pLibluhed 
in 1785, there ia the following paungc, which, na a coiieifte, and I 
bope afairand ratioDQl ataic of ihv maticr, I pmuntt to quote: 
" The JoiicA of England «re Judgci of /(iw oa wtW a« otJUtt in 
viUfl^ <i%^t and ia alt criminal triuU^ Thai my principles of rftttt- 
ttncr fray not he mUnpprffhi-nrled nry more thnn my prinopln <ii 
m&muttoii, I protnt thxit I »hodd ht: the \aM ronu in the world to 
cncoaiage Juries to coQtradict ra&hly, ifantonlj'. or pervcr^elyr the 
opinion of the Judge*. On the contrary, I would hare them litten 
reipectrully ta the advice they receive from the Ucnch, hy which 
they may uftcn he Htrll directed iu foriomt; their otun opinion i which, 
* indaot aoothcr'a 'i La the opinion tkcy arc to return upon tMr ^at/n* 
But wher«r hf^^r due utttntion to alt thAl thu Judg« h»i 4:ud» they 
art decidedly of a different opinion fojm him, ihey have not only a 
pvmer and a n>Af, but they are Aound in <cHsdcncfi to bnng in a 
vcfdktMcoriiaKly;' 



1« 



TH£ LIFE OF 



indeed, inailcaud^ but knowingly permitted.*' He 
rtrongty censured the licesM^ stews at Route. Bos- 
WF,LL. " So then, Sir, you would allow of no iir^^uUr 
intercourse whatever between the sexes ? " JouNSoN. 
<* To be sum I would noti Sir. I would punish: it^ 
much more than it is done, and so restrain iu In all 
countries there has been rornication, &s iu all eountries 
then; hai been theft ; but there may bo more or less of 
the one, as well lut of the other, in proportion to the 
force of law, AU men will naturally commit fomica- 
tioD, oa all men nill naturally &teal. And, Sir, it is 
very absurd to argue, as has been oAen doDc^ that pro- 
stitutes are ncccst^ry to prercnt the violent efforts of 
aj^tite from violating the decent order of iiie; nay, 
should be jicrmitied iu ixder to preserve the chastity of 
our wjve^ and daughters. De^ieud upon it. Sir, severe 
laivs, ^tefedily enforced, would be sufficient against 
' those evils, and would promote marriage" 

1 stated to him this case :^" Suppose a man has a 
dm^hter, who bo knows has been »edueed, but her 
jaisfortunc is concealed from the worid, should he 
keep bcr in his bouse ? Would he not, by doing so, 
ba accessary to impoMtion? And, perhaps, a worthy, 
unsuspecting man mig^it come and marry this woman, 
unless the father inform him of the truth.'* JohnsoW. 
" Sir, he is necessary in no imjtoisition. Ili^ daughter 
is in his house; and if a outu courts her, lie takes bis 
duuicc. If a friendi or, indeed, if any man asks liis 
opinion whcthtr he should marry Iier, be ought to ad- 
vise ^bim against it, without letUug why, because bi« 
real opinion b then rojuircd- Or, if lie has other 
daughters who know of her frailty* be ought not to 
keep her in his house. Vou are to consider tlic state of 
lire is this ; we ore to judge of one another's characters 
aa wcU as we can ; and a man is nut bouod iu booeit/ 
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or honour, U> U'll us tbc fuutu of liis daughter or of 
bimself, A msn who liajs d^^bauched hift friend's 
daughter is not obliged to say to even- body — " Take 
care of me ; don't let mt- inU) yuur bouse wilbout sus- 
fpicion. I OEKe debauched a friend's daughter. I may 
dobaucb yours/' 

Mn TlirAle called upcn him, and appeared to bear 
the loss of his son with a manly composure-. There 
was no affectation about htm; and he talked* as usual, 
upon indiflercnt subjects. He seemed tome to hesitntc 
as to tlie intended Italian tour, on which I flattered 
jny»elf, he and Mrs. Thrale and Dr. Johnson Vk'ere soon 
to flet out; aod> thcrcibrc, 1 pressed it as much as I 
could. I menttuued thai Mr. Bcauclerk bad »atd, that 
Baretti, whom they were to carry with thcai. would 
ke^ them so long in the little towns of his o^oi dis- 
trictt that the>' would not huvc time to see Rome. 1 
ment»jti<:d this to put them on their guard. JoilNHON. 
'* Sir, we do not thank Mr>. Beauclerk for supposing 
that we are to he directed by Baretti. No, Sir ; Mr. 
ThnUe U to go by my advice, to AJr. Jackson^^ (the 
all-knowing) and get from him a plan for seeing tbc 
most that can be seen in the time that we have to travel. 
We must, to be sure, see Rome, Xa|ile% Fhw*nce, and 
Venice^ and as much more as we can.*^ (Speaking with 
a tone of animation.) 

When I expressed an earnest wish for his remarks 
on Italy, he said, " I do not sec tliat I could Jiitikc 
a book upon Italy; yet I should Im* gbtd to get two 
hundred pounds, or five hundred pound:^ by such a 



* A gerllejaan, irho, from his extraordinarj ttorei of knowltdgi^* 
baa betn atilecl orfijJoc^fR/. JohttAon. I Ibink vcn^ pro;)<rly, Jiltercd 
\\ to Atl-knovring, u it in ti vrr&ttm wlt^tne, npproprintCcl to lh« So* 
pmn« Btiog. [Aicluini Jftckson, Exg. P. R, 5. Hnd S. A. « iNtrnaler* 
»Dil fOmA tiflae M. P. died Mn^ 6, 1TK7. A. CO 
TOL. 111. c 



1» 



THE LfFK OF 



tlTTS. 



irork." Tliis jh^n'cd both that n jonrnnl of his Tour 
upon the Continent was not wholly out of lii« ron- 
templation, And that he untfornily adhered to that 
?triknj^c opnion vk'hich his indolctit deposition mnde 
him utter; " No man hut a htockhcnd evvr wrote 
vxcept for money." Nunicrous instances to refute this 
will occur to all who arc versed in the history of 
IHcratum, 

He gave us one of the many sketches of character 
which were treasured in his mind, and which he wm 
wont to produce quite uncxj>ecte(ily in a very enter- 
taiTiing manner '*■! lately, (said he-) received a letter 
from the Kast-Indics, from a ^otleman whom I for- 
merly ki»ew very well; he had returned from that 
country with a handsome fortnnt*, a*'it vrn% reckoned, 
l>efore meam were fcrtind to acquire those immense 
sum« which hare been brought from thence of late; he 
waa a scholar, and an agreeable man, and lived very 
prettily in I^ondon, till hi* wife died. After her death, 
he took to db»i]ia1>f^;ii and gunitng, and tmt all he had. 
One evening he lo^t a thouNirid pound? to a {^ittleinnn 
whos« name 1 am soit>' I have forgotten. Next 
morninc: lie sent the gentleman five hundred pounds, 
with an apology that it was all he had in the world. 
Tlie gentleman sent the money Iwick lo him, declaring 

he would not accept of it ; and addiofit that if Mr. 

had occa^ioti for Ave hundred pounds more* he would 
lend it to him. He resolved to go out again to the 
East Indie?;, and make his fortune anew. He got a 
eonsiderable appoHitment, and I hud some intention of 
accompanying him. Had I thought then as I do now, 
1 should have gone: but at that tiniCr 1 had objections 
to quitting England." 

It was a very remarkable circutnstaoce about JcJib- 
son, whom shallow observers have supposed to hare 
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been i^orant of the wcrld, that Tcry few men had 
seen greater varietj of charactei's; and none could 
observe them hctler, as was ovident trom the strong, 
yet nice portraits which he often <Jrew, I have fte- 
qoently tliought that if he had nmde out what the 
French call une caiahguc raisonnh of all the people 
who hiid passed under lik o1>9crvation, it would have 
afforded a very rich fund of instruction and cnlcrtain- 
iDent. The suddenness with which his accounts of 
some of thcin started o«it in conversaliont was not kss 
plcaMiig than surprising* f nrnieinbcr he once ob* 
served to mc, *' I* is ivondcrful, Sir, what is to be found 
in London. The most literary conversation that I ever 
enjoyed, was at the table of Jack Etlii, a moacy-scri- 
vener behind t!ic Itoynl Exclmngc, with whom I at 
one [wriod used to dine generally onoe a week."* 
« Volumes would l>e rec^uired to contain a list of bis 

* Tfan ^f^. Efli« was, I b«lieret tlte Imt of i^at pfoTcstion called 
$cnventrst which \^ one o( Ihr LonJon comjinnicJi, but of whfch Ihe 
busjf]«^ IS no lon^r cairicii on ncpnmt^l^r, 1>ut U Lmnftiictcd by nt* 
tomies and oihen. He wn% n man uf littrrauire and iiUent*, He 
vTMB ihe auUior of a HudibmMick vrrsion or Maphttin's Canto, la 
Addition lo the Xitdil; of aomc pacmft an Dodblcjr's coUfction; 
and tiinotu other ttnnJI pivcta ; but, bring a wry tnudmt rnan. n^rcr 
put tiU nsmc In any thing, he ihcircd me 4 tmiiKlalion which he 
hui mofCc of UndS BpuUn, ver>' prettily done. There b a good 
engrnfni porltmtt of him U> Pother, from a picture by Fry, tvhicH 
btagi in the hall of the Scrivenera* coaipwy- 1 mited him f>ctvbcr 
4, V?JO, %a bu nineiy-tliud ycnr, and found his jud^oit dintmcl 
and clttL.% vnd ha mrmory, (hough Ucd so .14 u> fnU tiim occauoA- 
lUJy, yc(. Of he oMurcd ok^ luid I indeed pcrceiftd, nble to ttrve 
him Ttr}^ wfjf, ahcr liUlUc rccallectkon. h was agrccAhle to observe, 
that hr vrtm frvt frvtm ihr d»ronlrnt and frrtfulsrsc wMch too ortrn 
DM^cflt old tft. Ho in the sunancr of that year walked to Rother- 
hitha. wbcrt he dined, and ivalked home ia Ibe ereninK. He died 
oa the 3Ut oT Dciceiober, WjL [Some of bt» uapublithed mau* 
Acripli became Uie property of Mr> baur Ueed, sad were sold uaoag 
tbatgcailenaos boaka io iW7. A*C.J 
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numerous and various acquaintance-, none of wbom 
he crcr forgot; and could descrilie and discnmin&te 
them all with precraion and vivacity. He associated 
wiUi t>rr!Som lh<? most widely dilTercnt in mann«rrs, 
ihilitioK, rank, and accomplislimi^nts. Ho virns at once 
the companion of the brilliant Colons?) FoiTf^wter of 
the guonJs, who wrote *' Tin- Polite Philosopher," and 
of the aukft'ard and uncouth Robert Ijcvct; of Lord 
Thuriow, aod Mr. SaMlres* the Italian Diantcr; and ha& 
dint'd one day with the Ijeautiful, gay, and fasciimtiitg 
Lady Craven,"* and the next with good Mrs, Gardiner, 
the tallow-chandler, on Si)ow*liill, 

On my expressing my wonder at his discovering so 

much of the knowledge pecuUar to different [TrofcssiODSi 

hh told me, " I learnt what I know of law chiefly 

froui Mr, Ballow,' a vcjy able nmih I learnt some too 

from Chambers : but was not so teachalile then. One 

is not wilting to lie tauglit by a young man/' When 

I expressed a wish lo know inon* nlKtnt Mr Riillov, 

I Johnson jmid, " Sir, I have w.vn him but onc<* these 

twenty years. The tide of life ha^ driven us different 

i-^Bys.*" I was sorry at the time to hear this ; but who*- 

!«rer quits the creeks of private connexions^ nnd fairly 



* Lon\ Mncnrtncyr vho. with hia other tlittiiiguiiUtd qtuiHliM, it 
l.miiArknt>lc aUa for on c[«-£pint pleoHikriir)-, loEd tne itmt h« Bi«t 
IjohnMon At 1-ftdy Craven"!, irnd that hi? nf cnic-d ji*ft1ouH of nny inlcr- 
Iftrcncr: "So. («aid his Lnnlhhip. Hitiiling,) IX^€pi hack." 

' There i§ na pccount or him id Sir John Haw1cm«'H Life of John* 
■on. p. S4i. 

[Mr. ThomuH Hullow was authour of an rxccltcnl TKBAnia cr 
^ EawiTT. pninod anonymously in IT42, nnd lawly n'publihhcd vtixh 
very valiuibic addlUoas,by John Ponblnnqitc, Enq. 

Mr. Ballowdicd suddenly In I^ndi>n, Ji;lya;,l7G2, aged "evenly- 
fit*, and U mentioned in ihf C-pntlvmnn'n M*g»<in^ for that y<*ir 
u " great a (Sre*k *cholar, anrf fnmmw for hiti knowledfcc of llie old 
pliilatophr/' Maloke-] fl^rinteil anonymouAlyin l7S7,mid repub- 
.isbcd 1^ Mr. Pooblanqtie in 179^, A^in in \im, imd 1805. A. CO 
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geti into the great ocean of London, will, l>y impercep- 
tible dc^^cs. unavoidaUy experience such cessations of 
acriuaiotance. 

*' My knowledge of physick, (he added.) I learnt 
from Dr. Jame^i, whom 1 hdped in ivriUng the pro- 
pOAslft for hilt Dictioiinry, ntid alfO a little in the Dic- 
tionary itself.* I ftl*<> Iciamt from Dr. Lawrence, but 
wa» then groun more «liibl)om/' 

A curious incident happened to-day, while Mr. 
Thnile and I sat with hint. Francis announced that 
« largu packet wns bruught to hiui from the posl-uJlicCt 
said tn have conic from liisbon, and it was chargped 
seven poarn/s ten shillings. He would not receive it, 
supposing it to be same trick, nor did he even look at 
it. But upon cnquir)' afterwards he fuund that it was 
a real packet for liim, from that very friend in the 
Ea^t-Indies of whom he had been speakint^; and the 
ahip which cBrricd U having come to Pa'tugal, this 
packet with others had been put into the post-office at 
Lisbon. 

I mentioned a new gamin^^ club, of wlucb Mr. 
Beauclcrk had given mc no account, wlieru the mem- 
bers played to a desperate extent, Johksos. *' De- 
pend tipoti it, Sir, this id men; talk. H'ho h ruined by 
gmming? You will not 6ad six in^lanccs in an age. 
There is a strange rout made about deep play ; whereas 
you have many more people ruined by adventurous 
trade, and yet we do not bear such an outcr>' against 
it* Tjiuale. " There may be few people absolutely^ 
niined by deep pUy; but very many are much hurt 
in their drcumslances by it-" Johnsox, '• Vcs. Sir^ 
and so are very many by other kind» of expeoce." I 



■ 1 b«ve in vain endeavoured to 6nd out vrhut jniu Johoaoo wnM 
(^r Dr. Janiw. ' Peibspi mrdicnlmcn Piajr* 
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bod heard him talk once before in the 8itnic manner; 
and at Oxfard be said ^* be wished he bad learned to 
plaj ai cartU/' Tlie Iriilli, ht>n'ever, is* that he lo^'cd 
to di^pbiy his ingenuity in argument; and thcn^fon; 
would soincUma^ in conversation maintain opinions: 
which he was sensible wrre wrong, but in sii[>{iortmg 
wbicii, hi* reo^Ding and wit would he moet conspicu- 
ous. He would Ixr^i:) thus: " Why, Siff 113 to the 
good or evil of card playing — '* " Now, (satd Gnrrick,) 
be h tiiinking n Iijch side be shall take.*' lie appeared 
to have a pleasure in contradicCton, especially when 
jiny ofiinion whatever was delivered with an air of con* 
'^ffidence; so that tliere wa^ hardly any lopick, if not oine 
of the great truths of Religion and Morality, that be 
juight not have been incited to argue, cither for or 
a^ain^t. Lord EUhunk'* had the higlicj^t admiration of 
his poi*'<TS- He once observed to mc, •* Whatever 
opinion Johnson maintains^ I ivill not »;ay that be eon- 
vincea me ; but tie n^vpr fails I0 «bcw me, Ibat be had 
good reasont; ^or it '* 1 have beard Jolmsou |>ay his 
Ix»rdahip tliu high compliment : 

** 1 never -was tn Lord Elibank's company without 
learning *omctlting,'* 

We sat togelhcr till it was too late for tlic art<Tnooci 

•ervicc. Thrnle said, he had come with iatcncion to 

'go 10 cburcli with ua. We went at seven to evening 

ijcn at St< (?lenK*nt's rimrcb, aRcr having drank 

Ice; an indulgence, which I understand Jghnjon 

jieided to on thU occamou, in compliment to TTirale. 

On S*md»y, April 7, ICaster-day, after having been 
■t St. Paul's rathedral, I came to Dr Johnson, aocend- 
iiig to my UiU.il custom. It seemed to me, tbftt there 
Was always sometliiag particularly mtld aod placid in 



3 Paindi, L<vnl EttbinV, whodlcdlo 177^ 



,«<»t.,67,5 



Dk. JOHNSON. 



9» 



his mimiK^r upon tltu holy fMtival^ the commemoration 
of Uie most Joyful event in the history of our worlds 
the resurrection of our Loitu and-SAVjouu, who, hav- 
U\^ triunii>lked ovev dtrath and tbcgtavcp pracUimed 
intmortiility to mankind. 

1 repeated to him an argurarut of a huly of my ac* 
qunintniirc, who maintaincHl, tlint her hiifibaiids luivii)^ 
Ix-eD guilty of numberles^^ infideliLie*, rcktt^ed lier fi'om 
ccMiJugal obligation*, becati^c they vevc rcdprocal. 
JotiNtios. " This is miBcmhU: stuff. Sin To the con- 
tract of ninrriiigx^ bcMdc?< the nmii und witc* there is 
Ik Uiird pfirty — Sucicty ; and if it be c\iiuiden-J u> a 
TOiv — God : and, tlierefore, it cannot be dbsoJvcd by 
tlieir consent alone. ^Jivm are not made for t>ai*ti<^t)lar 
cases, but for men in general. A woman may lie un- 
happy wttli her liu^band : but :^hc cannot be frt-iHl fix^m 
him without tlic approbation of the civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal power. A nuiu niiiy be unhappy, l>ecause he is uot 
m rich as another : but he i^ not to seize upon another^ 
properly tritii hiii own hand/' BoswELh. " But, Sir, 
this lady does not want that the contract sliould be 
dissolved; ahe only argues that she may indulj^e hei'- 
sdf in gallantries with e<inal fi-eedom oit her hmband 
docfii provided she takes care not u> introduce a spuri- 
ous isaifrc into hi^t family- Vou know. Sir, what Ma- 
cidIaus luu tokl of Julia/" Jounson, *^ This^ lady of 
yours. Sir, I think, is very &l for a brothol." 

ATr. Macbeaii. authour of the '* Diclionary of Au^ 
dent Geography/' came tn. lie mentioned thit he 
had been forty years aUent from Scotland, " Ah, 
Boswell ! (said Johnson smiling^) what would rou give 
to be forty years from Scolland? ' I j&aid, " I should 
not like to be so long alisent from tlie seat of my anccf- 
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tors." Thia gentleman, Mrs. Williams^ and Mr. Lcvctt, 
dined with us. 

Dr, Johnson made a remark, which both Mr Mac- 
bean and I thought new. It was this: that "the 
law againfit usur>- is fop the pmt<?rtion of creditors as 
well as debtors; for if there were no *iich check, )ieople 
vvould be apt, from the tcmptaliou of great intcrost^ 
to lend to desperate persons, by ^'hoin t}K-y ^oidd lose 
theJr money. Accordin^j there are instances of ladies 
being ruined, by having injudiciously sunk their for* 
tunes for high annuities, which, after a few years, 
ceased to be paid, in consefjuence of tlie ruined circam- 
stanccs of the borrower'* 

Mrs. Williams was x'ery peeviih ; and 1 wondered at 
Johnson's patience with her now, ns I had often done 
on similar occaiiions. The truth is, that hi« humane 
consideration of the forlorn and indi^i^nt !>tate in which 
this lady waji left by her father, inducer) liira to treat 
her with the utmost terdcmcs^^ and even to Iw desir- 
ous of proctiring her nmuM'ment, so a» s^nnetimes to 
incommode mnny of ht« friencb, by carrying her with 
him to their houses, where, from her manner of eating, 
in coTiftet]ueiice of her blindne?i% :abe roidd not but 
offend tite delicacy of persons of nice sensations. 

After coflVx'f we went to afternoon service fu St. 
Clement's churcli. Observing some beggars in the 
street a5 we walked along, I ^nid to him, I supposed 
there was no civilized country iii the worid, where the 
miaerj of want in the lowest classes of the people was 
prei-eotcd. JoilKsoN. *' I believe^ Sir, there is not; 
but it 15 better that some should l>c unhappy^ than that 
imne should I>e happy, which would l>e the case in a 
general stale of equality." 

When the service was ended, I went home with hion^ 
aad wc sat cjuicUy by ourselvoi. He rceominefided 
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Dr. Che>'ne'» books. I stid, I thought Chcync had 
been reckoned whimsical- — " So he was, (said he.) in 
some things; but there iit no end of objections. There 
are few iKwk^ to which some objcclion or other may 
not be made/* He added, " I would not hnve you 
read any thing cl«* of Cbryne, but hid !>ook on Healthy 
and hU - ICngli^ti Mnlndy; " 

Upon the (]Ucalion whether a man who had been 
^uilCy of vicious iiclionf< would do wtll to fuii-'e hiuiM^lf 
into solitude ainl sadness ? Johnson. •* No, Sir, unless 
it prevent him from liein^ vicious again. With some 
people, gloomy jicnitence is only tnudncs^ turned upside 
down, A man may he gloomy, till in order to he re- 
lieved from ^loom, he has recoursK; again to criminal 
indulgenries." 

On Wednesday, April 10, I dined Mith him at Mr- 
Thrale's, where were Mr. Murphy and some other 
company. Before dinner. Dr. Johnson and I pansed 
some time by ourselves, I was sorry to find it was 
now resolved that the pro]K»ed Journey to Italy ^loukl 
not take place this year. He said, " f nm difiappointod 
to be sure ; but it is not a great di^ppointment." I 
wondered tu ?^-e him bear, wiUt a phllusujihicul cuhn 
ness, what would have made most people peevish and 
frelful- I perceived, however* that he had so warmly 
chcriidied the hope of enjoying classical scenes* thnt be 
could rot easily part with Uie scrheme : for he said, " I 
shall probably contrive to get to Italy some other way. 
But 1 won't mention it to Mr. and Mrs, ThralCj as it 
might vex them." I suggested that goinff to Italy 
mi^lit have done Mr and Mrs. Thrah- giocid. JoiiN- 
SON- " I rather believe not. Sin While grief is freyh^ 
erery attempt to divert only irritates. You must wait 
till grief be digested, and then amusement will dis»ij«it« 
the remains of it." ^' 
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At dinner, Mr. MurpUy ciiteilaiiM?d us with the his- 
tovy of Mr Joseph Sim|>£OD, a schoolfellow of Dr- 

» Johnson s, a banister at law, of ffood pnrts, hut who 
i(^ into A ilissi|jateil course ofUfe, iucoinpatiUe with 
that success in his profession n hich lie once had, atMl 
would otherwise have deservedly niainlained; yet he 
still prcscntxl a dignity in liLt deportment, lie wrote 

»'« tragedy on the story of Ixontdas, cotitlod '^ The Pa- 
triot-" He vcuil it toa ooinpimy of lawyers, who found 
to many faults that he wrote it over again i «0 then 
there were two Iruf^eH^ie-n on the same subject and with 
the BDjne title. Dr. .It^hti^mi tr'ld uef, that one of thcai 
Kwas Still in hb po^Mrs^on, This very piecv was, all^ 
his death, published by sonic person who had been 
about him, and, for the sake of a little hasty [n-ofit, was 
fallaciously advertised so as to make it l>e believed to 
B -Itave been written by John^n himseir 
H I said, I disliked the custom which some people had 
of hriiigin^ their ciiildi-eii into company, Iiecause it in a 
manner forced us to piiy fooli^th eoinpLimenta to please 
their |«irents. JoiiNSON, " Vo*i are right. Sir Wc 
may be exrup>ed for not airing much aliont other (leo* 
B fle's children^ for there are many who care Terr little 
Bmxiut their own childi'cn. It may be ob^^rvcd, ttiot 
meD, who from beiag engaged id bu^ipess. or from tlicu- 
:iursc of life i.i wliatervcr way, seldom sec llteir chil- 
Jrea, do not care mudi about them. 1 myself should 
have had much fondness for a child of my own/ 
Mis. TnaALB. ** Nay, Sir, bow can you talk so?'* 
lonNsox. '* At least, I never wished to have a cfaikL'* 
Air Muqthy mentioned Ur. Johnson's having a de- 
to publish ID edition of Cowley, JohnsoTi xaid, 
be did not kn<3W but he sliould : and he ex[H*es5ed his 
dkapprobation of Dr. Ilurd, for having published a 
■Jnutilatcd edition under the title of *" Select Works of 
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Abrafaam Conley." Mr, Atui-phy thaugbt it a bod 
precedent ; observing, that any authour might be used 
in tbe same munticr: and tbat it was pleasinK tn see- 
the variety of an authour's compositions at diflcKnt 
|>enodj». 

We talked of Flalman's Pcenns ; and Mm. Thrale 
ol>scrvod, iliat Pojxr had partly borrowed from him 
" Tiie dying Christian to his Soul." Johnson repeated 
Rochester's vcrecs u|)on FJatmaiv which, 1 think by 
much too severe : 



ilow drudife in *wifi PimfiiHck itraim, ^ 
tvho Cowley InuEaiett ivlih pains > 

fljnilfd Muse, whipt with IooaGma*^"J 



" No^l^at ^\<yv drud^fe in ftwifl PimUHck Atruni, 
" And Tides A 



I like to recollect all the passages tliat I tieard Johnson 
repeat : it stamps a value on thenrt 

He told us that tlie book entitled " The Uvc« of the 
Poet*, by Mr, Cibbcr" was cuiiivly cnnnpUtrd by Mr. 
SbiclSf^ a ScolduiiaUi oue of hl^ aiuauueuAcs. " Tbe 



* Id ilie ^fo^lr1ly Review fur May, 179^. ilwre is *ucha comtc- 
tkin prtbc iilwTTF pasniigF, ux I sboulct iliink tnj-iclf icrycufpiMbk aoi 
to «ubjofn. " Tli« account i* vrry trisxcctmit. The rollowinj^ mjM«* 
mcot of hct9 we knuw to he \rat, in evtry mM^rvtl cirriuiuliuii^r ; — 
Shiels WW the principal collector and digiftter of thu maleriah for the 
wor%: but ta he wu very mw in auiltmjnhip, an inditicrtnl writer 
in pmet &nd his tanffuag^ full of ScotticlNons Cilihrr, ^ho wiu a 
clever, liveif fcnow, and then M>iiciun^ employment nmon^ the 
book««l1ctii, wasrnpigtd to correct theKlyk pad diction of the wt>«le 
^ork, t1i«ii intc«dt:d to mnkv only four rolumtK, wilh ptnver to«lt<rf 
^iC|ran^t or >dd» ns he lik«J, He mM ntno lomipply jroJt'Si occ&^iOll* 
pIIv, ffttirciDtly rim^rrning tho<e driLmjklicI: poelv uiih wlion he tad 
been rhieflyconvcmni. Healaoengti]^ to write iereral of the 
litei : wbich^ (u re arc toR) he, Accordinfily* peHbrmcd. He ivaa 
hrthcr mefol in ftrtkin^ out the Jflcobi ileal and Tott nentincnt^t 
which i>hWU had rndmlrfoufit)' irtetsfiersed wherever hi- could bring 
thew in :— and ns the aucceai ol the work a^ipenred. after »n rery 
dovbtful, lie wsM content vrith liv«nty-onc pdudcIh for hi* Idbour bcsuln 
A ^w tete «( tlkc boolea, to diiperac among bis ffieods. — Sluela Imd 



THE L1P£ OF 



[irre. 



booksellcTS, (»aid he^) gat e Theo])hiIu3 Cibber, who was 
then in prison, ten guinens, to allow Mr. Cibber to be 
put U|ion the titlcpagc, as the authour; by thi^, « dou- 



tiearly nerenty pouncb, be>Me the fiitviLmnifc of many <^\ the bst 
Liv« in the work bdt^coiDnavntcateH by U'tcrtAn tr> the underUiking: 
nixl for vfhich Mr. Shieb lud the ssinie coii-<udenLlii>n da for the rcstt 
bein^ pnid l»y tbc «1iret Tor the whotc. He was, howcrtf, «o angry 
wiih hi» WhiggUh superviitor, (Tttt. lilc hh fuiWr, being n viuUnt 
stickler for the politicat ^ticiplc* which prcvatl<^ in the xv%^ of 
G«orf^ the Sori>nd,) for »o unfn«rcif»lh' mutilnling hii( ropy, and 
•cnoting hi* polUickn, tliat he vrrotc Cibber a chitlenf^e; hut woa 
'pre^'ented froca sending it* by the pubLinhcr, who ^iriy lauifhed him 
out of hiK Tuf)'. The pmpneton, too, tvere div^nieoted, in the ^ nd. 
on accontttnr\[r. (fibber'* uneipectetl irHduftry; for hia correction* 
and uUemiLoni in the prr)Cif4hreC)i were m> nocneroui and coti?iidera< 
tle> ihnt the prinicr mniJe br them n grievous vhJition to hin biU i 
and, in ltn«, aII portiet w«rc lijauiinfied. On the whole, the woik 
«aa praduerlve of no profit lo the undertuken. who had agreed, tn 
(MC of Buccejct. lo make Cibber a present af ^ome .addition to the 
tivcrty guinea mliich he h.id received, and for which \\\t receipt 18 
now in ihc bookftvllen' hands* We .are farther asKiirrd, thai he nc- 
luaLly obtumeil an additionol lum ; when he, aoon t/ter, fin ihe year 
1759.) unforlunatcUeiiibufLe^'l for Dublin, <i» un en^iErmcni fot one 
c( llie ilieftircs there i but tho ihip wiih ^aai JiuAy, «nd wevy pvrsDn 
o« board jierinheil. T)ier«f were about flinty pMnengcn^ among *rtiOBi 
wan the Earl of Droghcda, with raany other pcnona of comeqwiua 
aod propeny. 

" Aa to the alledged design of making the eonpiltinent paai Ibr 
the nork of old Mr. Cibber, the ebarges teem to tiare been [oundcd 
ooa sooKiAhai aochnritabte cooctruction, We iirc a^urtd ihui the 
thought wn« not barbuurvd by MOie vl the proprieton, who are buII 
Ueing; nnd «c hope iIibA Ji dkl not oceor to the lint Jetigncr of 
the work, who wsa abo the ptinter of it, «od who bore a respectable 
chanMTter. 

" We liAve been induced to enter circunutatiliaUj into Ihe forc< 
going detail tA facta relulinjc to the Uvn of the I'oetir compiled by 
McMra. Cibbff and Shieln, ftotn a sincere regard to that aaered 
principle of Tmih, lo which Dr. Ji>hnwio mi rigkily adhered, accvnl- 
ia^ to the bcit o( hik k»owted|;e ; ani which, we believe, fto fOtUH 
d^^twm would hnve prevailed on him to vioilate. In regard lo tbo 
laauer, wh^ch we now ditnlu, he had, no doubly been miielad hf 
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ble impositton was intended : in the tii'st plac^^ that it' 
was tlio work of a Gibber at all ; and, in the second 
[place, that it was the work of old CiblKx" 

Mr. Murphy ^id, that " The Memoirs of Gray's 

^ life set him much hi^licrin \m estimation than hts 

poem» did : for ynii theve saw a man conjitantl)' at work 

, in litem to re.** Jnhn^iin nf^jiiiiv^od in this ; hut clcprc- 

^cialcd the Iiook, I lliou^lit wry unrcra^onably. For he 

\ said, " I forced myself to read it, only 1)ecauso it wa« a 

common topic of con vernation. I found it mijf^hty dull; 

and, as to the style, it i^ fit for the »ec»nd tahtc/' Why 

he thought m I was di a loss to conceive, He now 

gave it as his dpinion^ that" Akcn^de was a supcvlour 

poet both to Gray and Mawn." 

Talking of the Reviews, Johnson &iid, " I tliink' 
thctn very impartial : I do rot know an instance of 
partiality " He mentioned what had passed upon the ' 
subject of the Monthly and Critical Reviews, in the, 
conversation with which his Ma jesty had honoured him* 
He expatiated a litdemoreon tlicni thineveikiii^', *^ The 
Monthly Reviewers (said he) are not Deists : hut they 
are ChmtianA with as little rhri^lianity as may be ; and 

pnrlial and wrong informntion : Shick nn^ the E)(>clor'» smanuftitii ; 
he hnd q"'^"<'''^ "^'^h Tibber ; It in n^turul tu HO|ip<me thni he told 
hi« Mory in hm own way ; and it la certain ihnt 4^ was not " & very 
sturdy rooralut/* Hits exp1anatif>n appenn lo mc ^lisfiiciory. ll 
i» however, to be nU^rrcd, llmt the aory UiM by Johnsoo docs uoc 
rcvt «o1dy upnn rny record vfhU cunvetsuiiun ; for htr him<(v]r hu 
puMinlicii U in bin Life of Hammond, whcrt he tttja, *' the nanu- 
tcriyii of ShiHn n nov in my fioKurftiion/' V^rry |TTobAbfy he had 
tnMted to Shieb'A wonl sind jiever looked at it m ok to cnmparc it 
with ''The Lirci of tlic PoeU/* tu* pubU&hH under Mr Clbbtt^ 
nuae; Whal bccdmc of thai manuscript 1 know not. [ KhouM have 
Uked BOCh to cx^^minc il. J xuppoptc it h^ thrown into the £rc in 
1l»A iviptllMnu combv«iion of papers, P/hkh Johnson f think ruhly 
«ftecin«l Hhi-n mmiundutr [Shtda cticd Dee. 27. 17S3, ihc year m 
which ■* The LdTfa «f the Foeu*' apitcaMHl. A. C] 
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are for pulling down all estttblUhmcnls^ The Critical 
Rcvieweri are for supporting the constitution both in 
Cliiiruh and State,* Tlic Ci-itical Ufviewcrs, I believe, 
often review witliout reading the Imnks through ; but 
lay hoSd rtf A topifk, ami writi» ('hi^'fljr from their own 
minds. The Monthly Rcvi<»w?rs are duller tneti, iind 
OTG glad to read the books through/' 

lie tolkcd of Ix>rd i.ytteltoii'tf extreme anxiety as 
an autliour ; oh5crving, that ** he wa5 thtiiy yvsrtit in 
preparing lib Hratoryt und Ibat he employed a man to 
point it for him ; as if (laughing) another man could 
point his sense Iwttcr than himHclf." Mr. Murphy 
ttMj be understood bis histoir vas kept back several 
yeart for fear of Suiollcl. Jons'soK " This seems 
strange to Murphy and me, who never fell that anxiety, 
hut sent what \vc wrote to the jxress. and let it take its 
chance." M»s. Thbale, " The time has lictm. Sir, 
when you felt it." JoHXsoX. •* Why really, Afadam, 
I do not recolleet a time when that was the ea»e/' 

Talking of " The ^>ectiitor," he said, •' It U won- 
derful that there is such a proportion of bad papers, iq 
the hair of the work which was not written by Addison ; 
for there was all the world to write that bulf, yet not 

' a half of tlial half t*^ good. One of the finest pieces In 
the ISngli»li language is the paper on Novelty, yet we 

. do not hear it talked of. It was written by Grove» a 
dtssenling ttachcr" He would not, I perceived, call 
him a clcrgyma/tf though he was candid enough to 
allow ver>' great merit to bb coni[»ositiui]. Mr. Mur* 
pby said, he remembered wbeu there were several peo- 
ple nlive in I^ondon, who enjnye<I a considerable repu- 



S [Johmon^ opinions coeccfniDf ihe MoniUy umI Critioi He- 
vUwB woaU pot he ttcnmi* now [1809.] Oa^aawAT J [The On- 
tioftl JUvi«w liM bora diaooaUQtted forKMac ytAi%. {l9iL) A. CJ j 
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tation merely from having wriltcn a paper in " The 
Spectator." He mentioned particularly Mr, Iiice, who 
hn&i to frequent Tom's colTw-Jiotise.*' '' But («iid 
Johnson,) you niiist consider how highly Steele speaka 
of Mr luce." He would not allow that the poper on 
carrying a boy to travel, si^^ed Philip Homebred^ 
w1»ch was reported to be wrilteti by tho L^yrd Chan- 
cellor H^iniwirke, had incnt. He ^atd^ ** it was cjuite 
rulgof, antl liad nothing luminous/' 

Johnson mentioned !>. Barry's' System of 1^hy»idc. 
" H« was a man (saiA he,) who had nrqiiircd a high 
reputation in Duliliii, nmic orer to Enpland, and bi^ught 
his reputation with him, but had not great success. 
His notion was, that pulsation occaaons denth by attri- 
tion : and tJial, therefore, the way to preserve life is to 
retard jnilsiition. But we know that pubalion b 
strongest in tnfantf<, and that we inereasc in growth 
wliile it operates in its regular cminte ; so it cannot be 
the ca«« of destruction," Soon after this, he said 
something very flattering to Mrs, Thralc, winch I do 
not recollect ; but it concluded with wishing her long 
Kfe. " Sir. (<aid I.) if Or. Rflrr}''« system be true, you 
have lAorr shortened Mrs. Thrale's life, perhapt, some 
mioules, by accelerating her i>ulsation." 

On Thursday, April 11, I dined with him at (Icnentl 
PaoliV, in whow; house I now resided, an*! whrit: I hnd 
ercr afterwards the honour of being entertained with 
the ktnde&t attrition as his constant guest, while I was 
in London, till I had a house of my own ttiere. I 
mentioned my having thit morning introduced to Mr. 
Garrick, Count N'eni, a Flemish Nobleman of great 
rank and fortune, to whom Garrick talked of Abel 



' Sir Edwant Bart)', narcmtt. [Dr. Barry'i opinion «n ]nilml(m 
nay have spixarerf in untie of hts neffiral vrHilngt, but ll« peUisbli 
no work under the title of " SjMcm oT Plvpidt." A. i^\ . ^ 
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Drufz^gpT as a smalt purl ; and related, witli pkasant 
Tanily. that a Frenchmiin, who had seen him in on« of 
hjs low clianictors, excljiimed, " Comment ! jc nc It. 
crois paa^ 6V n^cst pas Motiskur Garrick, cc Grand 
Homrne r* Garrick added, with an appearance of 
grave recallectioiii " If I were to be^ii life agaiii» I 
think I fihwild not play thoftc low characters,*' Upon 
which I olwt'rvod, ** Sir. yon would lie in the wron^, 
for your great oxcellcnco E« your variety of pUyiofr^ 
your representing so well, characters so very diffei-eat." 
JoiINbON. " CarrUk, Sir, wnj ru>t in cajnc?!t in what 
he said ; fur, to lie sure, hi* peculiar cxocUcikc is lii* 
variety ; and, prrhup^t thrre is not any one chai^actcr 
which has not l>ccn bs well acted by somebody else, as 
he could do it- ' Uoswell. "' Why then. Sir, did ho 
talk so ? " JoHNsow- " Why, Sir, to make you answer 
ai you did/' Boswei-L. " I don't know» Sir; he 
seemed to dip deep into hU intnd for the Reflection/' 
Johnson. ^ lie had not far to dip. Sir; lie had said 
the samt thins. i>roi>ai>ly, twenty times before," 

Of a iwblemaii rai^ at a very c*arly period to high 
offire. he Raid, " His parU, Sir, are pretty well for a 
Loi-d ; but would not Im* di^ngulshed in a man who 
bad nothing cl>e but bis paru." 

A journey to Italy was still in bi$ thoughts. Ho 
said, " A man who has not been in Italy, is always con- 
sciotis of an iufcrii>rity, from bi^ not having »een what 
it id expected a man should sec. Tlie grand object of 
travelling is to see the shores of the Mediterranean. 
On thci^e shores were tbt^ four great Empires of the 
workl; the Assyrian* the Persian, the Gi^ecian. and the 
Roman. — All our religion, al«»ost all our law, alntost 
all our arts almost all that sets us above savages, has 
come to us from the shore:* of the Mediterranean," 
Tlie General obsL-rvcd, that " Thu SIkditj:iuaneaS 
would be a noble subject for a poem." 
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Wc talked of tninplation. I said, I could not define 
lit uov could I Ihink of a umilttudc to illuHtratc it; but 
that it appeared to me the traiislfttion gf |>uelr7 could 
be only iiiittation. Johnson. " \w may translate 
books of science exactly. Vou may also translate his- 
tory, in so far as it is not embellishetl with oratoiy, 
which is poetical. Poetry, indeed cannot lie translated ; 
and, therefore, it is the poets that preserve languages ; 
for we would not be at the trouMe to learn a langua^, 
if we could have all that is written in it just as well in 
a translation. But an the licautiati of poctjy cannot be 
preserved in any language except that in nhich it was 
orig^iaalJy writt4.'n, we learn the language." 

A gentleman maintained that the art of jirinting had 
tiiirt ix^al learning, by di;>heim Dating idle writings,'** 
.loiiNbON. ** Sir, if it had not b«.-en Tor the art of 
printing, wc should novv have no learning at all; for 
books vi'oulil have perished faster thati ihey could have 
iK'cn transcril>ed." l*his obscrvaUon seems not just, 
consideriug for how many i^jes books were preserved 
by writing alone-" 

Tlie same j^titkmau maiutaiiied, that a general dif* 
fusion of knowledge among a people was; a dliadvantage ; 
for it mode the vulgar ri^c above their humble sphere. 
JniiNsoK. " Sir, while knowledge is a distinclioD, 
Ihoiie u'hn arc possessed of it will naturally rise above 
those who are not. Merely to read and wnte was a 
di^inction at first ; but we sec wiicu reading and wil- 
ting have become general, the common pcojile keep 



" [The authovr <lrd noi rnx^tkci lliat of the booLs prn^rvcd (nnd 
■A infiAilv number »»fi* loai) »M w^rc confirK'rl to i»o lunguagc*. 
In modern times and tnodem bnguageaL. Fmnce nnd J inly alooc 
produce more book* in n jpven time than Greece nrul Itome: pvt 
KnitlaTid, Spnin, GermAny, and the Northern kTng(k>nw out or the 
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their stations. And so, were liiglier attainments to 
become genersl, the effect would be the same." 

" Goldsmith (he said,) refen^ed every tiling to 
vtimty; hi*( virtues^ and his vicea too were from that 
■motive. He was not n sociiil ninn. He never ex- 
diangcd mind with you," 

We 5pcnt the eveniog-iit ATr. Hoote*s. Mr. Mickle, 
the cxceUcnt translator of " The Liisiod," was there, 
J have preserved lilt!tr of llic conversation of this cvcn- 
^Df . I>i', Johnson sEiid, " Thomson had a true |K)cti- 
cal geniiis, the power of viewing every thing in n 
poetical light. His fault is such a cloud of words 
sometimes, that ihc sense rati hardly peep through, 
Shielfi, who compiled' Gibber's Lives of the iwets/' 
was one day sitting with me, I took down Thomson, 
and read aloud a large portion of him, and then asked, 
— Is not this fine ? Shiels having expressed the high* 
est admirolioTi. Well, Sir, (said I,) I have omilted 
eveiy other line/' 

I rclftled a dispute between Goldsmith and Mr, 
Soberl Dodslcy, ooc day when they and I were dining 
at Tom DavicsN, in 1762. Goldsmith asserted, that 
there w*& no jioetry produt:t;d in ibis age. I^udsley 
appealed to his own C'oUection, and maintaiTied, that 
though you could not find a palace like Dryden's " Ode 
on SI, Cecilia's Day," you had villages composed of 
verj' pretty houses ; and he mentioned particularly 
•* The Spleen," JonNsox, " I think Dodsley gave 
up the c|uistion. He and Goldsmith said the same 
tluDg : only he said it in a sofler manner than Gold* 
Amith did ; for he- arknowleriged thrre was no poetry, 
nothing thftt towered above the common mark. You 
may find wit and humour in veme, and yet do poetry. 
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'* Hubibms ' has & profusion of tliese ; yet it U not lo 
be reckoned a poem. * The SpJeen,' in DocUlcy*« cot- 
I<>ction, on which you say lie chiefly rested, is not 
poetry/* Boswell, *■ Does not Gray's poetry^ Sr, 
tower above the common mark?' Jo«N50N. " Y«s, 
6ir ; but wc inust attend to the diflerencc between 
what men in general cannr>t do if titey would, and 
what every man may do if he would. Six Iccti-M ring 
Jack * towered abov-e the common mark-** Bo^twctx- 
" Then, Sir, what i» poetrj- ? " Jornson, « Why, 
Sir* it is much easier to say whnt it is not. Wc oU 
kitotc what light b ; but i( i^ not easy to fell what it is/' 

On Friday, April 12, I dined willi him sit our frieml 
Tom Davies's, where we met Mr. Cradoek, of Lei- 
cestershire, autliour of " Zobi'ide," a tragedy ; a veiy 
pleasin;^ gcnlleninn, to whom my friend 13n FaniKT's 
very excellent Easay on the Learning of Shnk^peai-c is 
addressed; and Or Ilarwood, who has written ami 
published various works; particularly a fantaHical 
trantJation or the New TodtamcDt, in modern pluase* 
and with a Socinian twist. 

I introdueeil Ariitotle's doctrine in liis " Art of 
Poetry,^ of** yaOaffl-ic ™i. wai^fAscruv^ the purging of the 
passions/' an the purpose of troj^edy.* " But how are 
the passions to be purged by tcirour and pity? * (said 
'if with an assumed air of ignoranecj to incite him to 

■.A nutcid hiffhvmyniiu, *l>0| atiet b&ring beca hctttaI lives 
I And Acquilttd, vtan ni iasX hungvd. hie w;ih rornarkfttife hr 
cry in his dro», iind pHilieul.trly for wearing a Luoch of sixKni 
MrioKi HI tht kne« of bn bre^hes, 

* Sec on ingeoious l^May on this nbjcct by ihc late Dr. Moor* 
Greek profewor at GIm^ow, 

[8ee a!ko a leamcci nolo on \\m pti-^oge of Ari4(otIe> l>y Ih(r. 
Twinbg. In bis admlnblc innitlftlion of ihe Poeuck^, in wkidi the 
varioun expUiuttionit of other crrtkrk* arc coiuidrr^^ nnd in vrliicb 
]>. Moor't Buuty 11 pcnicuUrty dsnaned. J. Botvr%uhJ] 
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talk, for which it was often necessary' to employ s6me 
address.) Johkson. " Why, Sir, you arc to consider 
what is the meaniiii: of piir^ng in the ori^Hnal sense. 
It is to cxikJ impurities from the human body. The 
mind is suhJ4?cl to the same im]>erfertion. The i>jis*iom 
are the grent tnaverft of human actions ; but they are 
mixed with Fuch iniptiritiec, that it is Dccessary thoy 
f^hould be pur^d or refined hy meaun of tcirour and 
pity. For instance, ambition is a noble pa^ioa; but 
by seeing upon the stage, that a man who is su cxcca- 
sively ambitiou?i as to hiIm! liimscif by injustice-t \» 
punished^ we an terrified at the fatal cotisetguences of 
?(uch a pas;j4on. In the same menuer a certain decree 
of resentment is necci&ary; hut if we see ihnt a man 
came:! it too far, we pity the object of it, and arc 
taught to moderate that passion." My record upon 
this occasion does great injustice to Johnson's cx- 
pre^on, which wat so forcible and hrillioiit, that Afr. 
Crfldock whimpered me, " O that his words were 
written in a Iwok ! " 

I observed the great defect of the tj^a^cdy of 
" Otiicllo " was, thai it had not n moral ; for that no 
man could rcmt t)ie circumstances of sa&picioti wliicli 
were artfully au^^ted u> OtlieUo'^ mind. Johnson. 
" In the first place. Sir, we team from OtlK:lto thi!i 
very useful moral, not to make an unequal match ; in 
the second place, we learn not to yield loo readily to 
suspicion. 'Xlie haudkei-chief is merely a trick, thougti 
* Tcry pretty trick; but there arc no other circura- 
9tance» of reaKinablc suspicion, cxce|it nlut is rel&ted 
by lago of Catsio^s warm cxpn'v<iion>c concerning l^a^ 
demona in hisdeeji: and that depended c^ntiirly upon 
the ssseftion of one man. No, Sir, I think OtJieUo 
haa more moral than almost any [day." 

Talking of a penurious gentleman of our acquainl- 
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ancc, JofinsoTi said, ** Sir, he is narrowt not so much 
from avarice, as fpom impotence to spend his money. 
He cannot find in hU heart to pour out a bottle of 
winet but he would not much care if it should sour," 

He ^id, he wished to see '* John DL-nnis':^ Critical 
Works" collected. Davie* said, they would not s^Il- 
Dr. Johntiftii si'emcd to think otherwise, 

Davtes said of a well known dmmnlick authotir, that 
" h<,' lived upon puttied fieriest and that he made hi» 
way aa Hannibal did, by vinegar; having begun by 
allackiti^ ]>eojitr, pttrtieularly the players/' 

He n.'miuded Dr. Johnson of Mr. Murplij's having 
paid him the hi^^hest compliment that ever was paid to 
a layman, by asking hifi pardan for repeating some 
oaths in the course of telling a stor)'. 

Johnson and I supped this evening &t the Croivn and 
Anchor tavern, in company with Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
Mr. LflUKlon, Mr- Nnirne^ now one of the Scotch 
Judges, with the title of Loixl Dunsinan, and my revy 
worthy friend. Sir WilHnin Forbes, of Pitsiigo. 

We dUcu«sed the question, whether drinking im-> 
proved convernition and benevolence. Sir Joshua 
m&intainod^ it did. Johnson. ** No, Sir: before din- 
ner itien meet with gi-ent int^tndity of understanding; 
and thoM: who are conscious of tbtnr lufcriorityv have 
the modesty not to talk. When they have drunk wine, 
every man leels himself happy, and lose* that modesty, 
and grows inipudeut and vociia^uus: but he is not im- 
proved : he is only not sensible of his delects," Sir 
Josliua said the Doctor was talking of the efTects of ex- 
ce^is in wine: but that a mo«Iemtc glasii enlivened the 
mind, by giving a proper circulation to the blood. " I 
am, (snid he,) in very good spirits, when 1 get up ui 
the morning. By dint>er time I am exhausted ; wine 
puts m« in the some sUtte as when I got up : and I am 
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sore tliat moderaic drinkiDg mnkcH people talk lielter./' 
Johnson." No, Sir; wine gives not light, gay, tdeal^ 
hilaritr ; hut tumultuous, nois)', clnmoroiia m^rrimetit. 
1 have heard none of those drunkeiv— nay, drunken i* 
d coarse word, — none of those vitrotts flights." Sir 
Joshua. " Recluse you have sot by, quite sober, and 
felt an envy of the happinefs 4)f thoie who were drink- 
ing." JoiixsoN. ** Perhaiw, contempt. — And, Sir, it 
b not Tiecpswiry to lie drunk one*« wlf, to rclirfi the wit 
oTdninkcnnesfi. Do we not judge of the drunken wit 
of t)io dialot^ue between lago and CasMo, the mo^it ex* 
ceUent iu its kind, when ne are quite sober ? Wit Ls 
wit, by whatever means it is produced ; and, if good, 
will ujipcnr so at all lioie?ip I admit that the spirits are 
raised by drinking, as by the common partici|>aiion of 
any pleasure: cock-fighting, or bear-liaiting will raise 
the spirits of a company, as drinking does, though 
surely they «4ll not improve conversation. 1 alio ad* 
mit, that there arc some shi^gi^^h men who are im« 
proved by drinking ; us (litre arc tVuiis w;hich are not 
good till they are rotten. There are such men, but 
they arc tuedlar»* I indeed allow that tliere have becD 
a very fuw men nf talenU who were improved by 
drinking: but 1 maintain thai I »m rtj^ht a« to the ef- 
fects of drinking ia general : and let it be coasidcred* 
that there U no position, however fahe in its univer- 
sality, which id nut true of sonic jiarticular man.'* 
Sir WilUftm Porbeasaid, " Mi^ht not a man warmed 
with wine he tike a bottle of l>eer, ulucb is made 
brisker by being set before the fire!" — " Nay, (said 
Johnson, laughing,) 1 cannot answer that : that b loa 
mucli for me/* 

I observed, that wine did some (leople liarm» hy^ 
inftaEningt confusing, and irritating their mind:!; hut 
that the experience of niankiiKl bad drchtred in fsvovr. 
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of moderate drinking. Jon^tfOH, *^ Sir, 1 do not say 
it 15 wronj; to produce self-complacency by drinking; 
* T only deny that it improves the mimt. When I drauk 
wine, I scorned to drink it wlien in company- I iiavo 
drunk many a bottle by myself; in the first place> be- 
cause I had need of it to raise my »|iiril5 : in lF>e second 
plK€?e, liecausfi I would liavc nobody to witness its 
effects upon me/' 

lie (old uSf '* almost all his Ramblers were written 
Just as they were wmited for tlie prt^^s; tlint he Mnit a 
ccrtjim portion of the copy of an cssay» and WTOtc the 
remainder, while the former part of it was printing; 
When it was wanted, and he had faiily sat doHTi to it, 
he was sure it would be done," 

He said, that for general improvemenl, a man 
should read whatever lus ioimcdiate inclination 
prompttf him to ; tfaou^^ to lie sarv, if a man hot a 
science to lcam» he must regularly and ivwiutely ad- 
¥ance< He added, " what we read with inclination 
makes a much HtrongcT impression. If we iX'Ail with- 
out inclination, half the mind is employed in fixing the 
attention; so there is but one half to be emjiloycd on 
what wc read." He told u», he read Kclding's 
" Amelia " through without stopping. ^ I^e said, " if 

> We Tiave here an involtintsiy tealimony io theetccllence of 
llth admirable writer, to whom we have seen that Dr, Johosoa 
dir^fy ilUvwci m) liule merit, 

[Johtiaon appcan to hare been parlicuJaTly pleased vrilb tlis 
chtuACtcr of the heri^oc oflhU QDvt-l, " flU uUrniioik to vcmcU^f 
(«ay> Mf*- Piojtxi.) was without c<|tuil ot example e" ukI when t 
n^iioncil Clartoa fis n p^rfvcrt rhnrocl^. " On the contmry^ 
(■ski hc») you max obaerre ihert U Alwn>'» «omethiii|; which sht 
prefers to truth/' " f\Mmg\ Amelia vnti the moat plensmst ba* 
roine of all ihc romftnee*, (he lald,) but ihac vile brokcfl nos«» 
oercr ccted, ruined ihr sale ot perhupft the only book, which bciny 
printed ofi [puhltihH] betimcH one marnini^, n new edition wn» 
calle<l Cvr before night'" Axacoortvt p, 221. MAtoira^J 
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a man lie^ns to read in the middle of a book, and 
feels an inclinatioD to go on, let hitn not quit it, to go 
to the Ijc^innitig He may, perhaps, not feel n^ain 
the indiimtion." 

Sir Joshtta mentioned Mr. Cumberland's Odes, 
whidi vr^re just published, Joiikson. " Why, Sir, 
they would have been thought ai good as Odes com* 
nonly are, if Cumbcrhtr.d h»d not |Hit hi^ name to 
them; but A aainc imnioJiatcly draws censure, unless 
it be a name that bears down every thing before it. 
Nfty, Cumberland lias made bis Odes sulj^diary lo 
the fame of nnolhcr man. * I1iey might have run 
nell enough by themselvef ; but he has not only 
loaded tlicni with a name, hut has made Ihem cany 
double/' 

We talked of the Reviews, and Dr, Johnson spoke 
of them as he did at Thralc's.^ Sir Joshua said, what 
I have often thougljt, that he wondered to find so 
much jrood writing employed in them, wht-n the 
antlmunt were to remain unknoivn, and so could not 
have the motive of fame. JouKsoK. *< Nny, Sir^ 
those w}io write in them, write well in order to be 
jiaid well" 

Sooti after this day, he went to Bath with Mr. and 
JitA. 7'hrale. I bad never aeeu tlmt beautiful city, 
and wished to take the opportunity of visiting it, while 
Johnson was there* Having written to him, I received 
Ihc lollowirig answer: 



* Ur. Itoinney, the plater, iHio huM now dcterr^ly cttablUtd 
ahigh repuution. [Romnry died Nov. 13, 1H>2. Ilia life, with 
b»utifjl irn^nvingv Tnun hxs dnwlngs, ra> publbbcd by Mr. 
JUjleym 1800, -lu>. A. Cj 

' 1^9* S9 oT thk volume. 
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TO JAMES BOSWELI-, KSCi- 
** nPAH SIR, 

" Why do you talk of neglect? When did I 
neglect you? If you will come lo Bath^ vrc shall all 
be glnd to ace you. Come, tliLTefoir, as soon as you 
can, 

" But I Iinve ii little ImsinesTt Tor ron ut London. 
Bid Francis look in the \mpvT dm^Ter of the chesi of 
drawers in my bed-chaml>er, for two cases ; one for the 
Aitomey-CJeneral, and ore lor the Solicitor-General. 
They lie, 1 think, »t the lop of my papers ; othenvise 
they are somewhere iAse, and will give mc more 
trouMe. 

** Please to write to me immediately, if they can be 
fnimd. Make my eomjiliment^ to all our fiiends round 
the worlds and to Mr<i. \V'ilUnm< nt hnme, 

" I nm. Sir, your, &c, 

'* Sxytr JoHxsoN.'* 

•* Search for the papers as soon as you can, that, if it 
is necessary, I may write to you again before you come 
down," 



On tlie 26lh of April, 1 went to Bntii; aud, on my 
arrival at the Pelican inn, found Iving for me an oblig- 
ing invitation fmm Mr, and Mrs- Tiiralt% hy whom I 
ViBs agrecaUy entertained almost constantly during my 
stay. They were gone to the rooms: but there was a 
kind note fmm Dr. Johnston, that ike should ^it at home 
ftll (he evening. I went to hi[ii dirwrlly, and before 
Mr. and Mrs, Thraie retumedj we had by our»clvc« 
dome hours of tca-drinktng and talk. 

I shall group toother such of his sayings aa I prc- 
acr^'cd during the few days that I was at Bath. 
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Of a person who difTerod from him in politicks, he 
said, *' In private life (le is a vciy honest gentleman; 
but I wil] not allow him to Ik' so in imblick life. Peo- 
|rie may be honest, though Ihey are doing ttrong; tliat 
is, between their Makei" and ibem. But w^, who are 
suffering hf their pemicioiift coaidiict. arc to-destroj' 
thpin. ttV are sure that ■ arts from inlereat. 

We know what hig genuine principles were- They who 
allow their passions to confound Uie distinctions be- 
tween right and wrong, arc criminal. 'Iliejr may be 
convioo^ ; but Uiey have not come boncatly by their 
conviction/' 

It having been mentioned, I kuow not with what 
truth, that a certain female poUtical writer, whose doc* 
tfines he disliked, had of late become very fond cf 
dress, sat hours together at her toilet, and c%*cn put on 
rouge: — Johnson, *' She is better employed at her 
toilet, than uaog her pen. It h better she should be 
veddening her own checks, tlian lilackening olhcr 
peoi^'fi characters.'' 

He told us that ** Addison wrote BudgelVA papen in 
the Spectator, at leaat mended Uiein so much, that he 
made them almost hiA oi^n ; and that Draper^ TonFon'st 
paitncFj assured All's. John*on, thnt the much adutircd 
Epilogue tu ' 71ie Distressed Mother/ which came 
out in Budgclfs name, was in reality written by 
Addison/' 

" The mode of government by one may l)e ill adapt- 
ed to a small society^ but is best for a great nation. 
The characteri^tick of our own goremment at present 
b imbedlity. The raagiftmtcs dare not call tlw guard* 
finr fear of being hanged- The guards will not come 
for fear of tieing given up to thi? blind nge of popular 
Junes. 

Of the fiitber of one of our friend*^ hcohiervcd, " He 
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never clarified his nolions. by fJlniting thera throu|rh 
otber minds. ITc had a canal upon his estate^ whore 
At one plfice ttie bank was too lovr, — I dug the canal 
deeper/* said he. 

He told me that " so long ngo ar 1748 he had r«id 
' The Orave, u Poem,* but did no* like it much." 
I differed from him : for though it >» not e<]ual through* 
out, nnd i« seldom <?legAntly correct, it nbminds in 
solemn thought, and poetical iniagcrj lieyi>iid tlic com- 
mon rcikch. The world htvt difTered fit)m him ; for the 
puem has passed thruugh many editions, and is still 
much read hy people of a serious c4Lst of mind. 

A literary lady of large fbitune was mentioned, ai 
one who did good to many, but hy no mean:* '^ by 
stealtb/' and instead of '* blushing Co find it fame,** 
acted evidently from vanity. JouKaoN*. '* I have seen 
no beings who do us much f^oud from bcnerolencc, as 
she iloei from whatever motive. If there arc such 
under the earth, or in tlie clouds, I wish they wonid 
come up, or come down. What Soame Jettyns iays 
upon tikis subject is not to t>e minded : he is a wit 
tiih Sir; to act from [mre benevolence in not po^ible 
for finite Ikcings. Ilumitn benevolence is mingled with 
vanity, interest, or some other motive,'' 

He woukl not allow mc to praise a lady then at 
Bath ; observing^ " She docs not gain u{)oti rne» Sir ; 



« ] AUk Rorry Uiat ihcrc ftre no OKntoira o{ the ncvcrcnd nobert 
Rlair, Ihc nuiluMir of Kh't* poem. 11c was lIic rcjircucnlatlvc of ihc 
a&ci«nl fnmily of Bhir, of Blair, \n ApMn:^ but the cilalc hod ilc- 
nwnil^ (on ftmik, nad ftft^rwnrAi piwseit loihc non oFherliu«baiiii 
bf another irnimafre^ He wai mioisFer of thr pnmh of Atfielatnne- 
ford. i#her<- Mr John Jlonc was bia Gurcei»or; io thai ii may 
tmty be cvtlcd cluiick grouod. H'n ^on, »lioU of ihc %nmv nnmc» 
and a man i-mincnt for ulcnu nnd IcArrrtng, h nnw, viiiU univenut 
ipprobviion. Solicitor-fccnrral of 8c<rtTnnd, [A life of Bl*ir i» (^tta 
in tb<r (dilkiD of Ihc *' Englinb Fvei^" 21 vol*, dvir. 1310. A.. Cr]^ 
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] think her empty-headed." lie was, indeed, a stern 
critlck u[>on characters and manneriL Even Mrs. 
Thrale did not e^cajic his frici>dl> animadversion at 
time*;- When he and I were one day ri>deavoiiring to 
avitTfiiin, nniric hy nrlieh?, how one of nnr Triend-s cniild 
possibly spend as much money in his iamily as he told 
us Itc did, she interrupted u» by a lively extravagant 
i^lly, on the cxpcncc of clothing hi^ children, di.-Kcrib- 
ing it in a very ludici'ous and fanciful manner. John-* 
son looked a little angry, and said, " Nay, Afadam, 
when you are dt'clniming. declaim ; and when you ai'e 
calculating, calculate/' At another time, when she 
said, perhaps atlectedlyf " I don't like to tly<" Jouk- 
sov. "With your wings, Madam, you mutt fly ', but 
Ihivc a care^ there arc clippers abroad." How very 
welt wa^i this said, and how tiilly has experience proved 
the trutti of it! But have thoy not dipped rather 
rudely, aad ^ne agreat deal closer than was nece^^ary? 
A ^nllnnan expix^sed a wkh to go and live three 
years at Olnhnt^, or Meu- Zcnland^ in order to obtain 
a full ucquaiutance n-ith people, «o totally different 
from all that we have ever known^ and be seti^licd 
what pure nature can do fnr man. Johnson. " What 
could you k^ani. Sir? What can aavagcs tell, but 
wbiit ihey themselves have seen ? Of the past, or the 
invisiljle they ran tell nothing^. The inhabitants of 
Otalicitd and New /ealnnd are not in a state of pure 
nature; for it is plain they broke off from some other 
pcoiilc. Had tliey (jrown out of the ground, you might 
have judged of a state of pun; nature. Fanciful iseo- 
plo may talk of a mytholog)' hein^ amon^ them ; but 
it must Ir' invention. They have onctr had religion, 
which has hern gradually debased. And what account 
of their religion can you suppo«« to be learnt from M* 
^fges? Only conttdcr, Sir, our own state: our rdi- 
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gion is in a book ; we have &n order of men whose 
duty it is to teacb iU we have oiic day in the week set 
apart for it, and thiii is in general pretty well ubserved; 
Vet 'ask the first ten ffcof.-i men you meet, and hear 
what they ran tell of their religior." 

On Monday, April QQ, lie itnd I made an excumon 
to Bristol, where 1 wa« entertained with weing him 
on<]uirc upon tlie spot, into the authenticity of " RaW' 
icy^ Poeti^-/' us I had seen him enquire upon the ^pot 
into the authenticity of " Ottia$f$ Poetry/' George 
Catoot, the ixrwleivr, who was as zealous for Rowley, 
as Dr. Hugh Blair was for Oman^ {I trust my Rever- 
end Friend will exeu^ the comparison,) attended us at 
our inn, and with a triumphant air of lively simplicity 
called out, " Til make Or- Jolmsoii a convert." Dr* 
Johnson, at his desire* read aloud some of Chatterton's 
fabricate<I verses, while Catcot stood at the hack of his 
chair, moving tiimsL'lf tike a ixrndulum, and l>eattng 
time with his feet, and now and then looking into Dr 
Johnson's face, wondering Ihat he wa?; not yet con- 
vinced. We called on Mr. Barret, the 9ui*gcon» and 
aaw some of the crigwah aa they were etJlcd, which 
were executed very ortificially; but from a careful in- 
spection cf them, and a consideration of the circuni- 
Btancev with which thuy weit; attended* we were quite 
satisfied of the- imposture, which, indeed, has been 
clearly demonstrated from internal evidence, by several 
able criticks.^ 

Honest Catcot seemed to pay no attention whatever 
to any objections, but insisted, as an end of all contro- 
versy, that wc should go with him to the tower of the 
church of St. Mary, Redcliff. and view n-ith our own 
£yci the ancient chest in whicli the manuscript,^ were 



> Mr. Tyrvrbitt, Mr, Warton, Mr, MA>oi»tr< 



46 



THE LIFE or 



Ctrre, 



found. To this, Dr. Johnson good-nnturcdly agreed; 
and though troubled with a shortness of breathing, 
Iftbourvd up a long flight of vtcjts, till wc came to the 
plnc^ wh<>re tho wondcmns chest stood. ^ Thn'fy (*aid 
Calcot wilh a Ikounctng cmifidciit crpdnlity,) there is 
the very chest itself." After K\\\s ocular dcmomt ration, 
there wai no tnorc to lie said. He brouglit to my re- 
colltction a Scotch Iliphlnndcr, n man of learning too, 
luid who hud ^ec^ the world, attc&ting^ and ut the numv 
lime giving hb reasons for the authenticity of Ungal; 
— *' I have Jieard all lliat poem wlmi I was yoimg."^ 
'* Have you. Sir? I'ray what have yoii heard?''*— **'! 
have heard Ossian, ()smr, and cvrf^ one of (hem?* 

Johnson said of Chattcrlon, " This is the most ex- 
traocdinary young man that has encountered my know- 
ledge. It 15 wonderful how the whelp itas vrritten dudi 
things.'* 

Wc were hy no means plea^ecl with our inn at 
BnstoL " Let u« u-e now, (imM \,) how we »hrMild 
dc«critx> it" Johnson was ready with liia raillery, 
•• Describe it» Sir? — Why, it was $o bod, Ihot BosweU 
wuIk^ to be in Scotland V 

After Di"' Johnson returned to London, I wan ?evrml 
times with him al bis hou^, where I occasionally slept, 
in the room that had been assigned for me. I dined 
with him at Dr, Taylor's, at tjeneral Oglethorpe's, and 
at General Paoli's. To avoid a tedious minulene^s, I 
shall group together what 1 have preserved of his con- 
yerfiation during this period also, without specifying 
each scene where it passed, except one, which will be 
_-lbund so remarkable as certainly lo df*^rv<* a very par- 

ilar relation. AVhere tlip place or tin? persons do 
not eontribute to the /.est of the conversation, it is un- 
ncLcmrjr to encumlicr my page with mentioning them. 
To know of wliat vintage our wioe i^, cnsblcit us to 
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judge of its value, and to drink it with morerelUh: but 
to have the produce of each vine of one viiicyard, id 
the same year» kept separate, tvould serve no purpose. 
To know that onr wine, (tn use nn advertising phrase;) 
]» '* of the stock of an Amljas^adour Litely deceased/' 
heightens Us flavour : but it Mgnificft nothing to know 
the hin where each bottle wa» once deposited. 

" Garrick (he olwervcd) does not play the part of 
Arclier iu the * Beaux Stratagem' well. The gvntle- 
tnan should break througli the footmsu, which is not 
the case as he does it " 

" Where there is no education, as in savage coun- 
tries, men will have the upper hand of women. Bodily 
stTcn^li, no doubt, contributes to this ; but it would be 
so, exdusive of that; for it is tiiind that always go* 
vcnis, Wlien it comes to dry under^taiKhng, man has 
the better " 

•* The little volumes entitled ' RetpuMic^F' which 
are very well ilone, were a hookspller's work." 

" There is much talk of the misery which we caune 
to the brute creation ; but they ai-e recompensed by ex- 
istence. If (hey were not useful to man, and Uierefore 
protected by him, they would not l*e nearly no numer- 
ous.** Tlii-s argument i^ to ]>e found in the able nnd 
Ijcnignant lUiichinson's " Moral Philosophy." But 
the question is^ whether the animaJs who endure such 
suffcrirgs of various kinds, for ihe service and enter- 
tainment of man, would accept of existence upon the 
terms on which they have it- Madame Sevign6, who^ 
though die had many enjoyments, felt with deltrate 
sen^hilily llie prevalence of misery', complains of the 
task of existence having been impa^ upon her witliout 
boi- consent, 

' "** That man i* ae^'cr happy for t?ic present i£ so 
true, that all Kn rclicf from unlioppiness is only for- 
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getting himself for a little ^hilc. Life 15 a progress 
from want to n-ant, not from enjoj^ment to enjoyment." 
" Tlioufjh rnnity men aiv nominally en(ruae<I with 
the admin lustration of hospitals and other pjlilick jnsti- 
tutions» almost all the f^ood h done by one man, ljy 
whom the re^ arc driven on; owing to confidence in 
him, and indolence in them.'* 

** Lord Chcsterfieiil's I-ctlers to his son, I thinks 
might be made a very pretty book. Take otit the im- 
morality, and it should he put into the hands of every 
young gentleman. An clcf^nt manner and eahine^ 
of 1>cliaviour ai'c acquiR'd giadually ami in 1 perceptibly. 
No man can say, ' TU be genteel/ Tlierc are ten 
genteel women for one genteel man, beotujie they are 
more restrained. A man uithout some degree of re- 
Iraint is insuflerahle ; but we are all less restrained than 
women. Were a woman sitting in company to put 
out her legs before Iier m mo?t men do» wt should he 
tempted to kick them in.'* So man was a more atlen* 
tive and nice oh»er\'er of behaviour in Ihoin' whose 
company he happened to be, than Johnson; or how- 
ever &trange it may seem to many, had a higher esti- 
mation of iu refinement ?:. Ixml Hlliot informs me, 
tliat one day when Johnson and he were at dinner in a 
picntlcmnii's house in London, upon I^orc) Chcntorfiekl's 
lietters U-ing mentioned, Johnson surprized the com* 
pany by this sentence : " livery man of any education 
would rather I>e calM a rai^al, than accused of defici- 
ency in the graces" Mr. GililMm, who was present, 
tjrned to a lady who knew Johnson welh and lived 
much with hini» and in bi^ f|uaint manner* tapping his 
b>Xf addressed her thus: '* Don't you think. Madam, 
(looking towards Johnson,) that among ati your ac- 
quaintance, jou could find ortc exception?" Tlie lady 
amiled, and seemed to ocipiie^cc. 
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' I read (luud iM^f) Shnrpc'd Letters on Italy orer 
M^^Df wiieQ 1 was at Bath. Tliere is a great deal of 
natter 10 tliem.*' 

•• Mm. WiUmraa was angry that Thrale's fkmily did 
not send regularly to her ererj time they heard from me 
while I vHA ill the Hebrides, Little people are apt to 
be jealou* : but they should not be jealous ; for they 
ought to consider, that superiour attentjoQ will Dcces- 
sarily he paid to superiour fortune or rank* Two pei^ 
sons may have e^jual merit, and on that account may 
hav4? an e<iual chkiin to aLtcrition \ but one of tbcm may 
have also fartunc^ and i-ank, and so Hiay hare a double 
claim-" 

Talking of his notes on Shakspoare, he said, " I 
Aoepise iho»e who do not set? that I lun right in the 
pufltage where as u repeated^ and * aase^ o( g'^c*^ 
diorgc ' introduced. That on * To be» or not t4> be,' ia 
db]>iitaljU;.'' * 

A gciitlrman, whom I found sitting wiUi him one 
morning, said, that hi his opinion the character of an 
infidel was more detestable than that of a man nouvi^ 
oufily guilty of an atrocious crime. I diUered from 
him» because wc are surer of the odiousness of the one, 
than of the crrour of the other. Jounson. ^^ Sir^ I 
agree with him; for the infidel would be guilty of any 
crime if hewcTC inclined to it.*^ 

* Many things which are false are transmitted froia 
liook to book, and gain credit in the woHd, One cf 
thev> i« the cry against the evil of luxury. Now the 
truth is^ that luxury- produces much good- Take the 

* ll aiay be obierrrH, ihnt Mr. ^f iilnne, in hi* very vahiable mIU 
doa af Shaktipeut, has fully vindicated Dr. Johnson from (h< idle 
ccaMttfl utiich the dnt of ihrie notcn bu given mc to. Tlie iniei^ 
p««tafion of x}\t frthfr pa;issgrp which Dr. Johnson Jlowi to be d»- 
f^iUUe, he hot clearly »hcwn to be cnoneoiu* 
VOL, UI. £ 
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liixnry of biiitding> in London. Docs it not produce 
real advanta;^ in ibe conveniency and cle^Dce of ac- 
comFnotbtioii, and this all from tli*: exertion of industry? 
People will tell yoii, tvitb a ntL-lancfaoly face» how many 
builders arc in ^ol. It i? plain they are in gaol, not 
for buildti^; for rents an? not lallcn.-^A man gives 
half a pitnea for n dish of green pl^a5. How mudi 
gardening does thi» occasion? how many lal>ourers 
roust the com|>clition to have such tlitn^ early in the 
market keep tn employment? Vou will hear it said^ 
very gravely, ' Why was not the half guinea, lhii» 
spent in luxury given to the poor? To hftw many 
might it have alTorded a good meal/ Alaa ! haa it not 
gone to the indtatrious {>oor, whom it i.<» Ix^ttcr to sup- 
port than ihc idle pool' ? \'wu an: finitli suicr that yoa 
are doing good when you pag tnoncy to those who 
work, as the recompencc of their lalkour, than when you 
gix€ money mci-cly in charity, Suppu?^* the ancient 
luxury of a di^h of jKacock's hratns were to be revived^ 
how many carcases wouM be left to the poor at a cheap 
rate: and as to the rout that U tuadc about jieople who 
are ruined by extra^viigance, it is no matter to the na- 
lioD that some individuals culler. When 50 much ge- 
neral productive exertion \% the con4e<|iience of luxury, 
the nation Ao^ not care though there are debtors in 
gaol : nny ihcy wouhl not cnrc though their creditors 
vrere there too-" 

The uncommon vivacity of Ccnernl Ogk-thoipir'a 
wSa>A, and variety of knowledge, having somctimcfl 
made his conversation ffceni too de&ulkrry ; Jobnsuii 
obscrrcd, " Ogletborp<'» Sifi never contplcic* what he 
has to say " 

He 00 the same account made a similar remark on 
Patrick Lard lilibank ; " Sir, there is nothing conclu- 
jive in bU talk/' 
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When I complained of liaviiig dined at & 5{)lcndid 
taMc witfiout hearing odc sentence of convcrsatiou 
worthy of licing remembered, he wiid, '* Sir, iherc 
seldom is any such con vernation/" BoswKi-L. " Why 
then meet at tabic? ' Johnson. ** Why to eat aikI 
drink together, and to promote kindness; and. Sir, thb 
b belter done when ihA'e is no solid conversation : for 
vhcii there is, people differ in opioiou, and get into bad 
hitmour, or some of the company who are not capable 
of such conversation, are left ouU and feci themselves 
uneasy. It was for this re8M)n Sir Robert U'alpole 
smdf he always talked bawdy at his table, because hi 
that all could join." 

Biting irrilotcd by hearing n gentleman a^k Mr. 
Xxvct a variety of questions concerning him, when he 
was sittiii^ by, he broke out, " Sir, you Imye but two 
toiiickn, yourself and me. I am »ick of botli" ** A 
man, (iwid he,) should not tiilk uf him»:lf> iiur much of' 
any particular pcn«on. He should take core not to be 
made a pravcrb ; and, thcrelurc, should avoid having 
any one topick of which people can say^ ' We shall 
heal him u[m>u jt/ There wa^ a Dr. Oldfield, who was 
alvrays talking of the Duke of Marlborongh. He came 
into a coffee house one d»y, and told that his Grace 
had spoken in the House of Lords for half an hour- 
' Did he indeed siieak for half an hour ? ' (&aid Belchicr* 
the surgeon,)^" Yes/ — ' And what did he uiy of Dr» 
Oldfield ?'— ' Nothing/— * Why then, Sir, he was very 
ungr»t4'fu1 ; for Dr. Oldfield could not have spoken foi' 
A quarter f>f an hour, without saying asmethingof him.'" 

*■ Every man h to take existence on the terms *m 
which it 15 given to him. To :^wc men it is giveii oii 
«X)ndilion uf not talking liliertie^, which other men may 
take without much harm. One may drink wise, and 
be nothing the worse for it ; on another, wine may have 
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inflaoifnatonr &s to injure Itim both in bodj 
. mind, aod pcrtiaiK, make bito commit snmcthhig 
l-v&r which he may clfserrt^ tn be tmngpi.^ 

" I/ird Haiti's ' Aiinals of Scotkad' have not that 

]ntnted form which b the taste of this af^ ; but it is« 

\*book which will alnrays sdl, it has such a stability «f 

['dates, tuch a rertamty of iact^, and such a punctuality 

^tfdtalicD. 1 maver btifox^ read Scotch lustorj with 

certainty." 

f ask^ him whelh^ he irould adviae me to rend Ibe 
■Bilile with a commtntar}', and what commcntanes he 
would recommend. JonNSON. " To lie sure. Sir, I 
would have you read the BiWc with a comiaentary ; 
md T wouki reoomrrrend Lowth and Patnck uii the Old 
Testament, and Hammond on tlie New." 

UurinfT my fttay in London this si>ring, I solicited 

b^fatj Attention to another law case, in which I was en- 

l^'gaged. In tiie conrseof a cont^^^ted election Tor the 

*lloroug;h of Diimfermlinc, which I attended as gnc of 

my friend (Jolonel (aflerward Sir Atrhibald) Campbell's 

P'oovaaej : one of his political ^entJ!* who was charged 

'-witli hiivinff I>e4>n unfaithful tahi«cmplo>'er, and having 

'desert«i to the opposite [wrty fw n rjpciiniary reward— 

attacked very rudely in the n^wsiwipers the Reverend 

Mr. James TbomwHi, one of the ministprH nf that ptace* 

i«ti KceAunt of :i !iup{tn«od allimon to him in one nf hts 

#ernions. Upon this the miaisler. on a subsequent 

.Sundor, arraigned Itim by name from tJic pulpit with 

aonie ifrrcrity ; and the agent, after the H-rmon was- 

orvcr, row? up and ai^t-d iIht minister aloud, " What 

lirilie he had receive^l for tellinf^ so many lies ftom the 

chair of verity*" I was present at this very extraordinary 

■jcenc. Tlie person arraipned, and his father and hm- 

*1lier, who also had a share Iwlh of the re[iroof from the 

ilpit and in Uh: retaliation, brought an action nguiuit 
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Mr. Thomson^ in the Court of Session^ 6h- defamatioiv 
and dftixiaKe$, and 1 was one of the counsel for the 
rercrcnd dcii-'iidant. The Li&erti^ of the puipit wa». 
our great ground of defence ; but we arf^cd also oa> 
Uie provocation of tlie prevknia attack, and on the 
inrtant relaliation. The Court of Session, however-^-^. 
the fiftt^n Jiidgps. who tkvf- at tlii* «anii« time the Jury, 
tlecidetl ;igninst tlie niiniiter, eontrary to my humble 
opintoD : nnd itevortd of litem exjire»»ud th^m^clTes with 
indication against him. He was an aged ^ntlemani 
formerly a t^iUitary <:hH|>laiii^ and a man of high ^Mfit' 
aud liuuuur. Jt>hti>i»ii was ;suti»fK^ tJjuL the juijgeiiitfiit 
was wrong, and dictatixl to mc Uie fuUoiving argumcut 
ID confutation of it : 

" Of the ccttsun* pronounced from the pulpit, our de- 
t£rittination muHi Ik formed, as in other casus, by a 
conHideratioti of the act itself, and the poiiicutar dr^ 
cum^tauccs with which it ib invested* 

** The right of censure and rebuke seems necessarily 
appendant to the pastoral office. He, to whom the 
care of a eongrpgation U entrusted, i^ considered m the 
i^epherd of a flock, a» the teacher of a ^r^hool, as the 
father nf a fftmily. A« a shepherd titiding not hi* own 
sheep but those of his Master* he it answerable for thoee 
that atrayf oad that Io«c them^lvcs by straying. But 
no man can be answerable for los«o M-hich he has not 
pQwer to prevent, or for vagrancy which lie hai not 
iiathority to restrain. 

* As a teacher giving instruction for wages* and 
liible to rc'proach, if those whom he undei-takes to in- 
ftrm make no profidency, he must have the power of 
cafcfcing attendance, of awakening a^ligence* and< 
rcpresiang contradiction. 

" As a faUna-, he- possesses the paternal aulliority of 
lilinuoiiioiUjcbuke» and punishnurpu He cannot, without 
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' Id m CBp^ ittiB^^ be hiDdcffcd fiw 
of COT {xacticc imcssvT to tfimnfafr the 
■Ae, tofHbm ttevkiiM^ to AeA the petulant and 
ovnict the stiAbani. 

^ V we enqunc farto the pnctke of tbe prinnttre 
dnrA, wc dnD, I bdierc, find the miotsten of the 
vcvd, cxeniBii^ the whole uitboritr of this complicated 
dnraclcr. We shall find them not odIt encouragii^ 
the good bj eshartation, but teniffing tbe wicked bj 
nproof and denonciatioD. In Ifae euVeSt ages of the 
Charch^ whfle idigioD was yet pore from seadar ad- 
TKntages, tbe pamshnient of siniien was puUick cen- 
siire, and open penance ; penalties infiictcd merdj by 
erdes iastical authoritr, at a tune while tbe cburdi had 
yet no bdp from the dvfl power; while tbe hand of the 
magistrate lifted only' tbe rod of persecution ; and when 
goTemonrs were readj to afford a refiige to all those 
who fled from ctmcal authority. 

" That the Churrti, tbenfi»«, bad once a power of 
publick censure ts evident, because that power was Se^ 
qu^itlr exercised. That it borrowed not its power 
ftom the ciTJl authority is likewise certain^ because dvil 
authority was at that time its enemv. 

** The hour came at lengtht when, after three hundred 
years of stnig^e and distress, Truth took possession of 
imperial power, and the mil laws lent their aid to the 
ccdesiastical constitutions. The magistrate from thattime 
co-ojx^ratod with the priest, and clerical sentences were 
made efficacious by secular force- But the State, when 
it came to the assistance of the Church, had no inteiK- 
tion to diminish its authority. Those rebukes and 
those censures which were lawful before, #ere lawful 
still But they had hitherto operated only upon ro^ 
luntary submission. The refractory and contemptuous 
^^ * in no danger of temporal severiliesy except 
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what tfaey might HiifTer from the reproaches of consci- 
ence, or the dete^Uition of their fellow Christian*. 
When religinn obtained the support of Iaw\ if admoni- 
tions and cemiires had no effect^ they were seconded bj 
ttip magtstrnlt-ft with eotM-rron and [inni^hment* 

" It therefore nppemr« firom ccclcsini^ticftl histoiy, 
tlifit th<^ ^^ht n( inflicting; fthame by pul^ick censure 
hoifi been Qlwnys conHdcrcd ns inhcinrnt in the Chui-ch ; 
and ihot thia right was not conferred by the civil power: 
for it wsvt exercbed vrh^n the civil povrcr operated 
agHinst it. Bv ihe civil i>owur it wivt never taken 
avTBy ; for the Christian magistrate interposed liis 
office, not to rescue sinners fi-om censure, but to supply 
more powerful meansi of reformation ; to add pain where 
shiinie was insufficient ; and when men were proclaimed 
unworthy of the society of the faithful, to restrain them 
by tinpri?Hinnient, from spreading abroad the contl^ion 
of wickedness. 

" It is not improljable that from lhi« acknowledged 
power of publick t'tnsure, ;rrew in tiuK' the practice 
of auricular confession. Those who dreaded the blast 
of piihlick reprehension, were willing ia ftultcnit them- 
«elve« to the pritiftt, by a prii-ate ncomntion of them- 
selves i and 10 obtain a reconciliation with the Church 
by a kind of clandestine absolution and lavuiblc [lenimoc; 
coiidtttons with which tlic priest would, in times of igno- 
rance and corni{>tion, easily coinply. ua they increased 
Ids inlltience, by adding the knowledge of secret sins to 
that of notorious offences, and enlan»:ed his authority, 
by making him the Gole arbiter of the terms of recon- 
cilement. 

** From this bondage the Refonnalion set us free. 
The minister has no longer power to press into the 
retirements of conscience, to torture us by intcrropa- 
tories, or put hiniaeh' in possession of our secrets and 
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Mr Uvrs. But though we bare thus controUed bis 
Qsurpatioas, bis just aod ori^oai power rcmuiDs uoim- 
pftired. He may huU see, though be may not pry: be 
may yet hear, thou^ he ouiy not queition. Ami ibat 
knowlnlgp which lits eyes uc) ears Sam upon hink it is 
still hia duty to toe, for the benefit of bis flock. A fa- 
ther wlio Ures near a wicked neighbour, may forlud a 
son to frequent his company. A mioister wlio has id 
hift congregation a man of open and acandaloas wicked- 
ncmt may worn his pariahionent to fJiua hia conversa- 
tion. To warn them is not oaly lawful^ but not to 
warn them wouUl be criminal, lie may wim Uiem 
one by one in friendly converse, or by a parochial rui- 
tatioD. But if he may warn each man »ngly, what 
ihaU forbid Iiim to warn them u\l together ? Of that 
wUch ia to be made known to all, how n there any 
diflfarCDoe whether it be commuDicated to each singly, 
or to all together? What is known 1o all. muat noectt^ 
rily be pubEdc. AVbether it shall be pablick at o«ee, 
or publick hy decrees, is the only question. And of a 
sudden and solemn publication the improssion is deeper, 
and the wainin^ more cfFectuaU 

" It may easily be urged, if a minister be thus left 
at liberty to delate sinneni from the pul(>it» and to 
publish at will the crimca of a pariAhioner, be may oAco 
bbut tlie Innocent, nnd dUtrcRs llie tiokorouj. He may 
Iw auspicious, and condemn without evidence; he may 
he nnh. and judge without examination ; he may be 
severe, ami treat slight offences witli too much bank- 
Bess : lie may be malignant and partial, snd fj^mtify bit 
private interest or resentment under tlie shelter of bii 
pastoral character. 

^ Of all this titers is poaaibality. and of all ibii their 
ii daoger. But if powibility of evil be to exclude good. 
Bo good crer can be done. If nothfng is to be attempted 
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in which there is danger, we must all sink into hope* 
lesf inactivity. The erils that may be feared from thif 
practice arise not ftom any defect in the institution^ but 
from the infirmities of human natui^. Power, in what* 
ercr hands it Ls placed, will be somelimcs improperly 
exerted: yetcoiuis of law must judge, thougli they 
u-ill simictimc^ jnd^c anusa. A fnther nmat instruct 
hist chiMren, though be himself moy oiton want in^truc- 
tiott- A minifter murt censure sinners^ tliot^h hit 
censure may be sometimes etroneous by want of judg* 
ment, and !H>ni«rltme7i unjust by ^ant of hoi>e^y* 

" If wc examine the cireuni^tanccs of tlie [n-cMrnt 
case, we fhall tind the sentence neither erroneous nor 
tii\just, we shall find no Irreach of private contidence^ 
no intrusion into secret transactions. 'I'he fact wai 
noloriom and indubitable; w easy to be proved^ 
that no proof was desired. The act was base and 
tzeadwrouiH the iKrrpc-tnition insolent and open, and the 
example naturally mischievous. The minister, how* 
ever, hcin^rutiml and recluft>, had not yet heard what 
wai publickly knovn thrtm^iout the parish; and on 
occastion of a jiublick election, warned bi»( penple, 
according to his duty, against the crimes which pulJick 
elections frequently produce. Mis warriinfv was felt by 
one of hift parrsbioncn, as pointed particularly at him- 
self. But instead of producing, as might be wished^ 
private cotnpunction and immediate renn*mation, it 
kindled only rtkgc and resentment. He charged bis 
minister^ in a publick paper, with Bcaadal* defamation, 
and falsehood. The minister, thus reproaclied, had his 
own ehanuier to vindicate, upon which bis pastoral 
authority must necessarily de|)end. To be choi^^ 
with a defamatory lie is an injury which no man pa- 
tiently endures In common life- To be charged with 
poUutins Uie pasu^al office with scandal and ialstrhood^ 
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wa^ a violation of chnracler still more atrociouSt aft it 
affected not only lib |M<rsonal but his clerical veraritf. 
liis indi^ntion naturally rose in pmportion to Jiis ho- 
nesty, ftiiti, uith all the fortitude of injured honesty, he 
darcii thiii calumniator in the church, aud at once 
exonerated himself from censure, and rcM:ued hisi flock 
from dec<*|ition nnd fi-om dnn^r. The man whom ho 
flocuwt* pn.tend» not to Iw innocent ; or ut least only 
pretends: for he declines a triah The crime of which 
he h accused has frequent opportunities and strong 
temptations. It hai alirady ^pix-ad far, with much 
Uepravatioa of private moiuh, iiud much injury to puh- 
Uck hajii^iuess. To warn the pi^ople, therefore, ngahiHt 
it was Dot wanton and olIlcLouSt but ncce^ary and 
pastoral, 

*■ What then is tjie fault with which this worthy 
minister is charged ? He has usurped no dominion 
o\'cr conscience. He hru* exerted no authority in snp- 
ITOrt of douhtful and coKtrovci'ted opinions- He has 
not dragged into light a bashful and corri^ihle Mrmer. 
His censure was dii-eeted against a breach of morality, 
against an act whicii no man justities. The man who 
appropriated thi^ oeii&nn* to himi^elf, is evidently and 
notoriouOy guilty. His conscioiif^neKs of his own 
wickedness incited him to attack his faithful reprover 
witli open insolence and printed accusations. Such an 
attack made defence nc:cie;?iaary ; and we hope it will l>e 
at la^t decided Uiat the means of defence wercjust and 
laHful" 

When I read this to Mr. Burke, he was highly 
pleased, and exclaimed, " Well ; he does his work in a 
workmanlike manner."' 

9 A^M proof oC Dr. Johnson"* txtmordinnty powers orcorapuiiiiont 
it appear* from Ihc ori^Tn^ roanUKcript of ihw cucdlcnl diaa^rution, 
rf which Ke dictated the fimt ci^bi pamgrfipht en the 10th of Mi^. 
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Mr. Thomson wislx^d to bring the cnuse br appeal 
before the House of Lords, hut was dissuockd by the 
sdv'jce of the noble |>e]^oii who lately presided so ably 

fin Uiat Most Honourable Houst-, and who was then 
Attoriie)'.Gen<?r«l. A» my readers will no doubt be 

kglnd also to read the ojiinion of this etninent man upon 
the itame subject, I ahall here tnii^rt it. 

Case. 

*' TnEJiK \s herewith hud before yoii, 

•' 1, Petition for the Reverend Mr. Jnines Thoniw 

sou, minister of PuinJcruiliae. 
" S. Answers thereto. 
•* 3- Copy of the judgement of the Court of Ses- 

sion upon both, 
" "!• Noti'sof the opinions of the Judges, being the 
reasonzi upon which tlnjir decree i» grounded. 
•' These pai^crs you will please to peruse, and pve 
rour opinion, 

" Whether tlierc is a probabiliLy of the above de- 
cree of the Court of Session's being revei'sei if 
Nr. Tlionisou .^^hould apiieal front the same ? *' 

" I don't think the appeni ndviAeuble; not oniy 

tut(» the viilue of the judgment \% in no degree ade< 

t^juate to the expcncc; hut because there are muny 

l<hanccs, that upi>n Uic general coniplexiun of tlie ca^e, 

}thc impre»£tiuu wilt be taken to tJie disadvantage uf the 

appellant. 

" It is fmpossible to approve the style cf that sermon. 
But the complaint was not less ungracious from that 

Faiid the rrm binder on ilic ISih, i^nE ih^rc arc in the whole only 
nercn corrvctloiu, or raihcr varintioni:, in<l those not consldcmble. 
[fiiKrh were at once ibe vtjcornu^ nnd uccumtc emnrnitiom of bh 
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mttn, who had iK^havcd so ill by his ori^nat libel, ancl^ 
it tKe time; when he receired the reproacti he com- 
plains oE In tlie last article, oil the platntiflTs are 
equally conwrneH. It stnirk me also with some 
wonder, thnt the Jtidj^^ ahouU think ko iimcti iorvour 
apposite to the occasion of reproving the dcfcndaat for a 
little excess. 

" Ujion the matter, howercr, I agree wilh them in 
condemning the Ijcliaviuiir uF the inintattrr; and in 
thinking it a subject fit for ecclesiastical censure ; and 
even for an action, if any individual could qualify ' a 
wrong, and a dama^ arising from it. But this I doubt. 
The circumstance of publishing the reproach in a pul- 
pit, though extremely indecent, and culpable in another 
Tiew, does not constitute a difletent sort of wrong, or 
any oilier rule of law, then would have obtained, if the 
fiamc wGi^ bad been pronounced elsewhere. I don't 
know, whether there be any difference in the law of 
Rcotlnndj in the di^tinition nf slander^ Ijefore the Com- 
mifisaries, or the Court of Session. The common law 
of England does not give way to nctionn for e\'ery re- 
proachful word. An action cannot be brought for 
general damages, upon any worilji whid) import less 
tltoti an oifence cognisable by law ; consequently no 
action ccwld have been brought here for the words in 
question. Both laws admit the truth to be a justifica- 
tion in action /<?rwrrfj; and the law of England does 
tliesame in actions for libels. The judgement, therefore^ 
seems to me to have iK'cn wrongs in that ihe CouiC 
repelled that defence. « E. Thublow." 

■ It Is curious to obaerrc Lhut Lord Thurlow hcu lierr. pcrhftpi, in 
ooin|>U«ieii( to Nonh BrlUiin. made iim <if a term of llio ScoUh 
I«w. whi«h to stn KiigliMh r^advT fnny MM|uifff es plana! ion- To 
futf46' ^ I'roDg, is to point out and c^tiibluih it . ^ 
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i am non' to record a very curious inddeat in Dr. 
Johiuon's liie, wlkich fell under my own observation^; 
iOf wjjich pars magna fuu Jind which I am persuaded 
flrill. with the UheraUmindixl, be much to \us credit. 

My desire of being acquainted with celebrated men 
i,of every description had made mc« much about the 
itamc time* ohtaiu nn iutroduction to Dr. Samuel Joho- 
moii and to John Wilkus. Ii«|. Two men mon^ tlitVftrent 
could jterhnp not lie seh;cted out of all mankind. They 
had e\-en attacked one another with some oftperity in 
their writings ; yet I lived in habits of rnend«liip with 
both. 1 could fully rctiah the cxccUcncc of each ; for X 
Jiavc ever delighted in that intellectual chynii^try, 
Mhich can M:paratc good qualities fioai evil hi thu same 
persion. 

Sir John Priiigle, " mine own friend and jay Fatbei-'a 
friend/' between whom and Dr. Johnson I in vain 
wished to e^aUi&li an acqiuuntance, as 1 respected and 
lived ID intimacy with both of them, ohsaTcd to me once, 
<9exj ingeniously, ** It is not in friendship as in matbe- 
matick?;, where two thin^, each a|ual to a third, are 
equfil l>etft'ec!n thctmclvcs. You agivo with Johtu^n sa 
a middle i|iiality, and you tg^rec with me as a niiddte 
quality ; hut Johnsoti anJ I ^lould not agree*'' Sir 
iJohn was net sufficiently flexible ; so I densted : know- 
tnf^, iiulc<-d. that tlio repubion was equally strong on 
Ihc pnrt uf Johnson ; vho, I know not from what 
.cause, unlew lua being a Scotchman, had f^rmc-d a very 
erroticout» opinion of Sir John, fiut I concvtvcd an ir- 
jpsistible wish, if pmisible, to bring Dr. Johnson and 
J>fr. Wilkes toother How to maiuige it, was a nice 
and difhcult matter. 

My worthy liookjiellcrs and fi-iends. Messieurs I^ly 
, 4he Pouhry, at whose hoapitahte and weU-covcred 
able I hare ?scen a greater number of literary meo 
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th&n at anr other, except that of Sir Joshua Rcxnolds^ 
had inTitin) me to meet Mr. AVUkes and some more 
gentlemen, on Wednesday, Ufay 15. " Pniy» (said I») 
let us have t)i\ Johnson."— " What with Mr. Wilkes? 
not for the world, («iid Mr. KiUard Dilly :) Dr, John- 
sen would never far^ve me.^— •' Come, {^aid l>) if youll 
let me iK^odAtc for you, I will be answenthle thnt oil 
shall go wcH." DiLi,Y, « Nny, if you will take it 
upon yoii, I am sure 1 sliall be vciy happy to sec'tbcm 
both hew.'* 

Notwithstanding the higli veiferation which I enter- 
Cained for Dr- Johnson, I was siusihle that he wsi 
sometimes a tittle actuated by tlie spirit of contradic 
tton, and by mcann of that 1 hoped I should gain my 
point. 1 was persuaded that if 1 had come upon him 
with direct jiroposal, " Sir, will you dine in compaiiy 
with Jack Wilkes ? ** he would have Down into a 
passion, and would probaMy have answered, " Dine 
with Jack W^ilkcs, Sir! I'd as soon dine with Jack 
Ketch." ' I thc^ef^tn^ while we wtTc sitling quietly by 
ourselves at his house in an evening, took occasion to 
ope-n my plan thuit :— " 'Sh\ Dilly, Sir, scikIm hi?j r(>*E|iect- 
ful eompliinent'5 to ymi, and would l«? happy if rov 
would do him the honour to dine with him on Wednes- 
day next q\ot\^ with me, aa I must soon go to Scotland.** 
JOHN,so>:. " Sir, I am obligwl to Mr. Dilly. I will 
wait uiKrti him — /" Boswei,!., " Provided, Sir, I 
suppose, that the company which he b to liave, is 
ngreeable to you/ Juhnson. *' What do you mean, 
Sir? What do you take mc for? Uoyou think I am 
so ignorant of the world, ns to imo^ne that 1 nm to 
prescribe to a gentleman what comjiany lie is to have at 



* Thit hm been drcvlaled is If acioilly said by Jifawon ; whtm 
ihf trutli i«, It wai only i^f^td bf Bw. 
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liu UU^?** BosWELi,. " J t»e}^ your pardon. Sir, for 
wishing: to prevent you from meeting people whom you 
might iM>t like. Terhap^ he may have some of what he 
caiU Iii;^ patriolkk fricinl* wiUi him." Johnson- " Well, 
Sir, and what then ? W^hat csrc / for liis patrletUk 
friends? Poh!** Bohwku, '■ I should not be sur^ 
prized to find Jack Wilkes there/' Johnson. ** And 
if Jack Wilkes should t>e there, what is that to ;;ic. 
Sir ? My dear Trend, let ui have no niore of thb, 1 
am sorry to be angr}' with you : liut really it is treating 
mo fitrang<^1y t/) talk to me as if I miild not meet any 
company whatever, occasionally/' Ho$WRr,i.. " Pray 
forgive me, Sir : I aaeant well. But you ehall meet 
whoever conies, for mc." Thus I secured hint, ami 
told DiUy that lie would Gnd him very well plea^>cd to 
be one of Ids quests oii the diiy appointed. 

Upon the much expected ^W'dlJcsday, I called on 
him about half an hour before dinner, as I often did 
when we were lo dine out logeth4]r> to see that he was 
ready in time, and to accompany him. I found him 
buffeting his hooks, as upon a I'oriner occasion/' corei^ 
with dust, and making no pivpju-ation for goinfjabroadn 
" How i-s thi^. Sir ? (sjiid 1.) L>on*t you recollect that 
you arc to dine at Mr Dilly's?" JoiixsoN. " Sir, I 
did not think of goiiig to Dilly's: it went nnt of 
my head- I have ordered dinner at home with Mrs, 
Williams." BoswKri, ** Hut, my dear Sir, ycu know 
you were engaged to Mr. Dilly, aa<l I told him so. He 
will expect you> and will Ik? much di&ap|)oiDted if you 
don't come-'' Johnson. '• Vou musl talk lu Mrs, 
\\'iUiam!i aliout this." 

Here vim a sad dilemma. I feared that what I was 
m confident I had securc^d, would yet be frustrated. He 
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gieal irawnfM , fir Dr- Mmmm Ind lagag rf to mc 
to din tb d^ at 3Ir. DiDj'i, brt tlni te had tuU ^ 
he bad b^gottM bb ^a ^J i fin iMa l , aad bad mianA 
diiuier at boaia " Yea, Sv; <flBd Ac, pnttj pemAlf ,) 
Or.JofawiBis todBieatkiai&-— ^Al^w. i^dl^ 
Us fopect fir Tea k neb, that I know ba vA aot 
kare jou, nnkai 7-00 ab wdntriy dcstre it. But aa jwm 
bare»iiiacfaof fab coatpaaj^ I hope jni w9l bcg^ad 
caoii^ to fimgo it fir a dajr: as Mr. OSf is a voy 
wtrtbjr vuiDr has fiujuuitlT ^^^ agiceabfe partiea at 
his house for Dr. JofansoB, aod wifl be vcsed if the 
Doctor neglects bim Uhdaj. Aad then, Madaia, be 
pleased to consider mjrsitiiatioa; learned tliei 
and I assured Mr-Dilly that Dr. JcdmsoD was to 
and no doubt be has made a cbmer, and invited a 
COvpanT, and boasted of the honoor be expected to 
bare. I shall be quite dtsgraccd if the Docte is not 
tboK/' Sie gradnalljr softened to my solidtatioo^ 
vhich were oertandy as earnest as most aitreitfies to 
ladies upon any occasion^ and was gradoody pleased to 
enqiower me to tdl Dr* Jcdinson, " That, aH thin^ 
Gonsideredt s^ thought he should ccrtamlf go." I flew 
bide to him, still in dust, and careless of what Aonid 
be the event, " indiffisreot iu his cboioe to go or staj ; " 
but as soon as I had announced to tnni Mn. Williams's 
consent, he roared, " Frank, a dean durt," and was 
rtaj soon drest. When I bad him fiddjr seated in a 
badmej^^^ach with me, I exulted as mudi as a fiictnne* 
hunter who has got an heiress into a post-chaise with 
him to set out for Gretna-Green. 
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A\Tien ve entered Sir. Dilly's drawing-room, he 
found fitimelT in ttie midst or a company he did not 
know. I kept myself tiimg and sJIcn^ watciiin^; Iiow 
he would conduct himself. I oI>served him w)ki»|>ering 
to Afr. Dilly. "" Who is that g<-ntlcnmn. Sir?" — " Mr 
Arthur Ijre." — -lonssoN. " Too, too, too," (under his 
'breath.) which was one of his habitual inuttoriiigTi. Mr. 
Arthur Lcc could not hut he very obnoxious to John* 
son, for be was not only a patriot^ hut an American^ 
He was aftrrwardt minister from Ihe United States at 
the court of Madriil, *' And who is the g^ilK'umn in 
lace?"—*' Mr. Wilkes, Sir.*' This information con- 
founded him still more; lie had ^me difTicuIty to 
rc&tniin himself, and, talcing up a hook, &nt doivn upon 
a wmdow-seat and read, or a( least kept his eye «[>on it 
intently fjr some time, till he composcil himself. llis 
feeling*, I dare flay, were aukward enough. But he 
no douht recollected hi» having rated me for supposing 
that he could be at all disconrer'.L-d F>y any company, nnd 
he, therefore, resolulely set himself to helinve quite as 
an tBoy man of the world, who could adapt hiiiucif at 
once to the disposition and manners of those whom he 
might chance to meet. 

The cheering suund of " Dinner is upon the loljlc*" 
■ t^dissolved his reverie, and we alt sat doivti without any 
symptom of ill humour. There were present^ beside 
Mr, Wilkcfl> and IMn Arthur Ijpe, who wos an old 
companion of mine when he studied physick at Edin- 
burgh, Mr. (now Sir John) Milter, Dn Lettsom» and 
Rfr. Slater, the druggist. Mr Wilkes placed himself 
n^xt to Dr. Johnson, and hehaved to him with so much 
attention and politeness, that he gained upon him insen- 
»ildy. No man eat more heartily than Johnson, or 
loyod better what wa« nice and delicate. Mr. Wilkes 
was very osdduoua in helping him to »ome fine vcol. 
VOX- ui, r 
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*' Pray give tne leiive^ Sir ;— It is better here — A litllc 
of the broftii^-Somc fat. Sir— A little of tlie stuffing 
'—Some gravy— I^t me have t!ic pleasure of giving you 
ftOnic Imtti^r^ Allow inL* to rocomm^m) a sfjuw^zo of tltin 
Oimnge ;^-or the lemoti, |KThii)>t, mny hav€ more j^eftt." 
— " Sir; Sir, I am obliged to you* Sir," cried Johnson, 
bowing, and turning his head to lum nnth a look for 
flomc time of " Mirly virtue^"* but, in n sliort while, of 
vuinplftLiticy. 

Foote being mentioned, Johnson said» *' He is not a 
good mimickr One of the company added^ " A merry 
Andivw, a btiffoon." Johnm)S\ *' But he has wit too, 
and U not deficient in ideas, or in fertility and variety 
of imagery, and not empty of reading; be has knou"- 
Icdgc enough to fill up his part- One species of wit he 
has in an eminent degree, that of c^ape. You drive 
him into a comer with both hands: hut heN gone. Sir, 
when you think you have got bim — like an animal that 
juni|i0 over your head* Then he has a great range for 
wit ; he never lets truth stand between him and a Jest, 
and be is sometimes mighty coarse. Carrick U under 
many rentraints from which l-'ootc Lh fi'ee." Wii.kks. 
" fJan-icks wit is more like Lurd Cliesteriicld's," 
JoflNsuN* "The first time I was in company with Foote 
was at Fitzherhert's. Having no good opinion of the 
fellow, 1 was resolved not to be pleased ; and it is very 
ditficuU to ]AcaiC a man against his will, I went on 
eating my dinner pretty sullenly, affecting not to mind 
him. But the d<^ wa^ so venr' comical, that I wa.s 
obliged to lay down my knife and fork, throw myself 
back uikon my chnirj and fniHy laugh it out. Xo, Sir. 
he was irresifitible.* He upon one occasion experienced. 



* Joliatfm'i '* London, « Foeio/' v. 145- 
) Fooic told me, tlitl Jolnuon Kold of bin, ■' For loud oUtrc* 
pcTOw bfocMl-rsced mirth, t know act bii etpial." 
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in un cxtraorclinar)' degreCr the effitnicy ot Itis powers of 
taininf^. Amonj^t the many and various modes 
i^liich he tried of getting money, be became a partner 
rith a smalM)eer bren^er, and he wan to have a share 
of ihe prf>6u for uroeiiring rmtomors amongst hi* 
niinieroiis aajuAintancc- Fitzlieri>ert wa»oiiewhf> took 
hU «mflll'becr; but it was so had that the servonts 
'resolved not to drink it. They were »t some loss how 
to notify their rcsoUaion, being afraid of ofTcndin^ their 
inaster» who they knew liked Footc much asi a compa* 
rion. At last they fixetl upon a little black boy, who 
was rather a favourite^ to be their deputy, and deliver 
■ their remonstrance ; and, having invested him with the 
vbote aulhority of the kitchen, he wa^ to inform Mr. 
Fitzherhertp in all their names, upon a certain day, 
that tliey would drink Footc'5 small-lK-er no longer. On 
that day Footc happened to dine at Fitzherhcrt's, and 
this boy served at table; he was so delighted with 
Foote's stories, and merrimrnt, and grimncv, thntwhen 
he went down «tfiirs> be told tlienu " This is the 6neit 
man I have ever seen. I wiU not deliver yotir maufogc. 
I n-ill drink hU 4mall-t)eer.^ 

Somebody observed that Gnrrick could not have dorrc 
this. Wilkes. *' Garrick would have made the small 
beer still smaller. He is now leaving the stage; but 
be will play Hcrub all his lite-" I knew that Johnson 
would let nol>ocIy attack CJnmck but himself, r,s Garrick 
said to me^ and 1 had heani htm pm]sc^ bis liberality ; 
so to bring out bts commendation of hisi celebrated 
pupil, I said, loudly* ** I have heard Garrick is liberal." 
Johnson, '' Yes, far, I know tbat Garrirk ha^ !^iv<*n 
away more money than any man in {England that I am 
acquainted with, and tbat not from ostentatious views. 
Garrick was very poor when be began lift- ; so when he 
came to Itave niuuey, he jirvbably was very unskilful la 
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gtiing away, adU saved when he »liould no4. But 
Garrick began to be liberal as soon as be could; 
ami I ani of opinion, the reputation of avarice which 
be has ho4l, luis ikeeri very lucky for him, and pr^vcntiMl 
bu having many enemies;. You deHpif^e » mm for ava* 
rice, but do not hate him. Garrick might have been 
much better attacked for living witli moi*c splendour 
than i^ suitable to a player ; if thoy liud Imd the vkil lo 
Imvc aioiitillrd him in ih&i c|uarlcr, thcry might have 
^Ued him more. Uut they have kept clamouring about 
Mi avaricei whidt ha:^ I'c^cucd Iiiot from much obloquy 
and envy/" 

Talking of the gi'cat difficulty of obtaining aulhcntick 
information for biography, John^n told us» ** When I 
was a vounsi ft^Uiiw I wanted to write the ' Life of 
Drydcn,' and, in order to get materials 1 applied to 
tlic only two pei-soHFi then alive who had seen lum; 
these were old Sxvlimey,* and ohl Cibbei-. Swinney's 
information wat no more than thit», * That at Will'« 
CoScc-hou«c DrA-dcn had a particular cliair for him&elf, 
which vra» itct l*y the fire in winter, and wns then coUcd 
luA wiuter-chctir; and that it woa carried out for him to 
the fjalcony in mmmfr> and was then called his sum- 
mer-<h;4ir.' Cibber couhl tell no more bat ' Tluit he 
remembered him a decent old man^ arbiter of critical 
dispittes at Will's.' You are to consider that Cibber 
iras then at a great distance from Drjdcn, had perhaps 
one leg only in tJie room^ and din-at not draw in the 
other." BoswELL, " Yet Cibber wa* a man of obscr- 



^ Owt* M-Swivncy, «lio dM in ITJIs %nd li«qurat)icd hiv for- 
lao« to Xfn. ^I'oAigtM, lh« ftclr««*. H« h^d bceo a. Mui^rr of 
Dmry-lftiie ThWrt, nnd jJUrwjtnli oi tbc Oucca*> Thratrc in the 
Hayaurfcet, !fr ma aIm a draoatick writtr, h^tt^ pioduml a 
CMrdj entitled— " Tht Qvacka, or Lovt't the Pbytldtfl," 17M^ 
aM tvo cjicrM. MalonEv] 
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ration?" Johnsom, " I think not,*' Boswrxi- "You 
will allow his * Apology ' to be well done" JoHN'SOTf. 
" Very wtU donc^ to be sure, Sir. That book is a 
striking proof of the justio^ of Pope's remark : 

' Rkch might 1ii« su^^rnl pn>vincc well «'>iQinand, 
' AVould nil 1ml Kioo^ to ythnt they undenianil/ "* 

BoswELi- '* And hia plajs arc good," JoHNSOH. 
•* Yes; but that was Ii!:s trudc; PfAprit du corpit ; he 
had hern all his life among plavcrs and play-wrilers. I 
wondered that he had so Ultle to »ay in conversation, 
for he had kept the bf*st company, and leanit all that 
can be got br the ear He abused Pindar to tne, and 
then shewed me an ode of his own, with an absurd 
couplet, making a linnet soar on an eagle's wing,^ I 
told him that when the nncients made a tiimile, they 
always made it like something real.** 

Mr. Wilkes rcmaiked* that '* among all the bold 
flights of Shakspeai'e'a imagination, the boldest was 
making Bimam-wood march to T>utiffinane; creating a 
wood M-hci*c there never Mas a shrub ; a wood in Scot- 
lao<l! ba! ha! liaM* And he aJ^io ol>^rve<I> that 
" the clannisli slavery of the highlands of Scotland was 
the single exception lo MtUon's remark of ' The Moun- 
tain Nymph, ¥wcel Liberty/ being worslupj>cd in all 
hilly coiintiies," — " When I was at Inverary (said he,) 
on a visit to my old friend Archilald, Duke of Argyle, 
his deftendents congratulated nie on Iiein^ such a fa- 
vourite of tus Grace, I said ' It is ll>ca, gentlemen, 
tiuly lucky for me : for if I had displeased the Duke, and 
he had wished it, there is not a Campbell among you 
but would have been ready to bring John Wilke?*^ 
head to him in a larger. It would have been only 

' OH with Mil bcjid \ ao isucb for AifUt^ur^' 
I was tliea membGr for Aylesbury."* 

* S«pagcS5tcfVoM. 
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Dr. Johnson and Mr. Wilkes lulkctl of the comestcd 
passage in Horarc's Art of Pwtry. "'DifficUe estproprH 
communia dicerc'* Mr. AVilkcs. accoinliiiff to mj 
note, gnve the interpretation thus: *' It is difficult to 
%\wi\k u-ith ]iiv>iiriely of rotninoii things: n*, if « po'^t 
litifl to s[H>£ik of Queen Caroline drinkin;^ tea* he must 
endeavour to avoid the vulgiti-ity of CM\vf> niid f<aucers/^ 
But» upon reading my note. So tcUs mc that he meant 
to say, thsl " the wind commititia bt'tn^ a Uouiuu law- 
tcm), :iigitifiu3 here things cemmimis JuriSf that tit to 
say t wliat have never yet hecn treated by any IxmIv ; and 
this appears dearly from what followed^ 



-'Hj^ho 



'* Beel'.Ak Iliacmn citrm«n dcdacU inaciu* 

** QitiLm ni proferreaii-noiatDtiicCjiquc prisiut" 

You will eahier nuke a tragedy out of the Iliad than 
on any subject not handled before/ Johnson. " He 

? Xljr very plt<i*«nl fricftd himftctfr lu vr^W ^ others ^Jta r vm em'- 
ifr fjd stories^ vnW no doubt he mrpriM^. irhen I obEterve ihnt JoAs 
Wiiict here tthem hinuclf lo be of the Waebortokiak Scuoou 
It n n«irerthe!ett» Inie, a^ »i»p«an from Dr. Hard ibc Binhop af Wor^ 
ccAlcr's verj clegSDt covtmcnuty mi atile% on tlie Epittoi^ ad /^l 

It Is nfecMoryfo a fiir cOM&dcnilUitt 4)f Ibe qucuton, Ihat 
fttiolc pa%fagcin which the ironkoccttv ihouM be kept in view; 

" fcruinam rnrinnrf novnin. ncirclurnd Jmuro 

" Qitnlik ab incrpU^ proccu<^riC, cl *iW ci>ik«lc(. 

" Df fficUc c«t fir)|»if tOfnGQnnia iticer*; ttb^iic 

" RrctikVt lliamon <&nnen iMiirn in 9ictu»j 

" Quani»i profcrm IgnoU andic1tu|bc priisiui- 

*' INiUica materimpnvalijumcrit.M 

" Noa circft nlem pauiluirquf tniinkberii i>rt>em, 

•' Nee vertHim vrrlHi rvmbU rcdderr Mu» 

*' InirrprTH \ btc Unihva iniTtntor in artiuia 

" Undc pfdcn proftrrt pudor v-lni kuI ofKrit lex." 

Hie *' Coicmmtanr " thiw illustrvtca il i "But tbe tomralioa •f 
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means that it is difficult to oppropriate to particular 
persons qualities Miiicli ai<e common to all mankimi, as . 
Hauler has done- 

quite nnv chanrcfttM i« a work of ^e»t difficulty ntid h[i:mrd' Tor 
h«e There it no gtncrally rrcrived cind fixed ar^^ei^jtc lo work ftftcr, 
but every one jMflf^rt of raminon ri^Ut. AceonHog lo the cxU'cU and 
comprcbcriMOn of hw own Ul<ft ; therrrorc he od%4flGA to Uboar And 
relit M eharad^rs a^ut utftjtcU, particularly th<sp mivle known and 
authofiiicd by the practtct of Homer and the Epic wrritert.'* 

"The "Note" w 

"DifficiU %tr rtf>PftiB coumckia otctsn." Lnmbin'^ Corn-* 
mefil i* " Communia hoc loco nppelhl Horaiias iirgiimenta fnbula- 
rocn d oullo tuihuc tract^la : et tta, quas cuivin cTpoMla nunt ec in 
ntdJo quodun;jnod(* poiita, qua-fi vacun ci 1 ncmirc occupata/' 
And ihiit ihib 19 (he Irut mcftninp of c^mmf hhm i» evidently fi^ed by 
Ihp word* i^noti indidntpie, which Bre e^plnnntnry of it ; <f> iHit the 
ieniw given it in the commenl^LTy k unquestionnlily the right one. ' 
Yet, nolvnlh»iRndiiig the elcarnrvi of the ciuc, a late crltld hM ihia ' 
«trikngc pAnagc ; *' Difficile quidem e^se pnipri^ communia dicfWj 
hoc «!ii, tnniirri^En vulgurem, noiam el 6 medio |>clttiirn* iinimmutnre 
fttijut- evoTimro, ut norA cc srripiOTl pmprin vidmtur, iiltro conccdi* 
inufi i ct oiaiini pnxul duljio ponderi* ifln cit obs^rvntio, Sed om- 
tiibui ulrinquo cxillntifl, cf lun diffieilin tum vcnuiii. Um jtiiUeii 
quam injTctiii ratione htibit.l, major videtur cue gloria Cnhnlam fbr- 
mnre penitikn nov^m, qunm retcrem, utcnnqtie muEuCumde nDvoex- 
bibcre/" (Poet. Pr»l. v, ii, p. Ifit.) Where, havitiif firyt put a 
wnm{( con%inicli<m on tKe vraid cjmniirma, he employs it to inlro- 
daee an impcnincnt cntid*ni. Yw where does the i>oci prefer the 
gh>ry orn:(itttnf- o/fyaubjvcU to ihAC uif inventing new onci? The 
eonmry >h implied in what hc^ ifrgcM afioui the hu^oriour difficulty of 
the Intirr, ffom whirh he diMHEid« his <-r>unir\'men, rinly in rr»pect 
ofthvir abtlitiri And inexperience in thc«c mattert: nnd in order to 
cnltirate in them, which ik the main riew of the Kpidtle, a spirit 
of eorrectne^ by sendJnif them to the old iobjecti» Irentcd by tite 
Greek Krifers," 

For my own part (with all deference for Dr. Htird, who thioki 
lbcoi«r citar,) I con*ldcr the puA^iu^, " Difficile fU prrjprifi cvi^* 
munia fiicfrt," to be a cmx for the eritieka on Homce. 

Th» erplicHtion which my Lord of llonceticr trcati **ith *o much 
contempt, ib nevctihrlevt countenanced by nuthotity which I find 
qaoted by the lenrnnl Hnxtcr in hi* edition of Horace, *' Di^cUt 
tttprppriiGmmtsniadicerc, li, e. fe^vulgnreiidiaertii verlwj efiarrart^ • 
vcl huroilelhema cum dij^'niute tradare. DtJfkiU at commaan rer' 
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Wilkes. *• We hme do City^Poet now : that is An 
oflk« which has gone into disuse. The Usi was Klka* 
nail Settle. There is sometiiing in names which one 



pnpnu oipfuHirv ctfr6i#. V^t, Sctiol/* 1 vntt much diAtnppoifited 
-lo&ml thatllicgmtciitick.Dr. Iknllc^. h« iioonieupotilhiA vtry 
clilKcuU tuiMnirt» m froia hU vijtocom und jlluminaicd raiiut I Mhould 
hive ejt);iM:liril to receive more mtbraclioo lloku I h;ivc yel HimI 

SmoJot iliua Ircal* of it '' Proprir communis dlccre ; cVtt d 
dire, ^n'il n'c«t pu nf^ dc Tonncr 1 cck |>n>oniiaj£n d'imaginatioia, 
dci cnrnctdrcA pnntcuUeni ct Gcpcn4iui; vnuncmblaUcii. ConoM 
Ton a etc le iMBiLrc dc lot former trU r|iion a vouIu, lea iiiulcM t^tkc 
Von fnil cu celft «otit momi puctoniiAblcja. C'cai pourquoi lloncc 
eonuille d« prcmUe loujours du iujHjk coonti^, idH i^uc sont pcu 
CltOfdo ccuit que Ton peul lirer dcspot'oidd'Hooncre." 

AmI iXscirr obMfm upDD iu "AprM avoir ixwrquc Id dtax qua- 
Jtl^ quM ina% dgnner nux pcnoonagcx qa*oa iDitnte, il coiuulU 
a«x f'i>iies irapqttCM, du n'oter pu trap fnrilemcfit dc cctic libcrtc 
qv'ilii utI d'«n invcntcr, c;ir il tit trs dilBcik dc rctij^tr dfliis ccs 
notlvtftut earurtcru* 1) est mnl nisc. dii ilam^e, dc Irniccr propre- 
inaniv c'mL ^ dir« c:onv«niiblem«nt da sujeU commuiw ; c*c4t !k dire, 
dcs Aujeb inventc-*, el qui n'ocitancun foDdcment m danfti' HUloire 
nidfLA« la Fable; et d lei appell* coomuDSf paue iiu'ili M>ni en 
dispcHiUon ^ t(»Jt 1e inond«; tl que tout le mondc b k drotl de le* 
kwtnitu et qu'iU lont, commeofi diu au pctmi^r occupftair Se« 
^il obM:nruiUKu «t W^c OH ihi* cspveMWO and Ibc foHovnug. 

Aflcr nil, 1 cftnaM help cntcrtiuAift^ Aomc doubt whether iJi« 
vNirds lyi^^U etl f^roprik fontnrvirM dtceit, may not Ilotr bc4Q 
IbrottD in bi^ Horace to form ft ^^pttrcf^f axtjcic id a " choice of diffi- 
cattin " which a poct haa lo encounter, who chooto m itev subject a 
in which caw iJ miut be aoce rtain which af the vanouit expUaatioiit 
t» the true one* iDd ei-m rtndt'f haft a ri^ht lo decide at it may 
fttriJce lus o^a fancy. Aitd c^cn AbDuJd ibc words be oadcrvtood ai 
tScy gvrurrallj Art, to be connccicJ boUi niih nli4t j{or> before aad 
•n\%a\ cofnc^ nfttr* the cue! icmc cannot be abfcolut«1v aaccrUitiKid £ 
for imutnee, whether jtreprif is cneftni to ugnt^ in an approjinaHri 
wMMittr 4JI Dr. JohiHOQ here oadcntandt ii* or a* it •> oOtea uurd by 
CicrR>, c-'^A pnprKig or fUgonitif^ U Hhort, il Wa nre raaiancc of 
n dcfoct in pcrapcitity In aaodairmblc wnlcr, «ho with ulDaoil e*rry 
spcciee cf excdIcDce, b peeuliarly rcnuriablc for that ijoaiity. The 
laiqpa of thp note perbapi reqnirre «n npolof^. Many of my rrwlra, 
1 doubi Mit, mil «da*t that a ciitkai dUcuMMJo of a. ^ma^a^c ia a 
Lj«Tei7«ag^iqg. 
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cannot help fediug, Now Klkanah St'ttk soumis so 
^eenwho can expect miich fmni tbai name? We 
should hove no I)C^tatioo to give it for Jolin Dr>'<len, 
in preferenre to KIkanah SetUe, froin the names onljr, 
mUiottt knowing itieir difterent merits." Johnson, 
** I fupiwwc, SiPj SettW did as weU for Aldermen in his 
time, a« John ilonm coukl do now. Where did Beck- 
fold and Trccothick learn English ? " 

Mr- Arthur Lcc nicDlioned some Scotch who had 
[tukcii posws!ii<m of a Ixirren part of America* and won- 
Idead why thej- should choose it. Johnson, " Why^ 
Sir, all barrenness is comparative. Jhe Scotch would 
not know it lo he barren/* Boswbll. " Come, come, 
he '}» Hotterin^ the English. You have now tieen in 
Scotland. Sir, and say if you did not sua meat and 
drink enough there." Johnson. "Why yc«t Sir; 
meat iiml drink cnoui;h to t>;ivc the inhabitants suffi*- 
cient strength to run away from home.'* AS these 
quick and hvely sallies were said ^portirely, quite in 
Jestf and with a smilp, which sliowt-d thnt he? meant 
only wit. Upon thi^ topick he and Mr, Wilkes could 
perfectly oKsimtluU.*; hero was a bond of union between 
them, and I was ccn^iou^ that a^ both of them had 
visited Caledonia, Iwrth were IVdly ^atiaticd o( the 
strange narrow ignorance of tho«e who ima^ne that it 
b a land irftamine. But they amused themselves with 
persevering in the old joke*. When I claimed a supe- 
riority for £coUand over England iii one re-specU that 
no man can he arrested theit! for a delit merely l^cause 
aaother swcari it against him ; but there must first be 
the judgement of a court of lai\- ascertaiuiDp its justice; 
and tJiata^izure of the per^n, berore jtidf^emeut is 
obtaim.'dr can take phtce only, if his creditor should 
swear tlmt lie i« about to fly from the country, or, as tt 
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is technically expressed, is in mcdiiationc ftigtt: 
Wn-KES- " Thai, I «iiould tliitik, may be safely sworn 
of an lUe Scotch nation" JouKxON. (To Mr, Wilkes) 
" You must kimw. Sir, i iatrly took my friend Bnswfill, 
and ulieued him ^nuino ci%-ilized life in nii KiifjlUh 
provinciui town, I turned him loose at Lichfield^ my 
natirc dty, thai he Dii^ht sec for once pool civility: for 
yon krio^r he livcA aiuon^ sava^ji in Scotland, ttnd 
uuKjri;^ nik<T* in London.'* WiUKfts. " Except when 
be is mth grave, sober, deoeot pcojite^ like you and me " 
JOHS'SON* (smiling) " And we ashamed of him." 

They xrerv quite frtink and ea-\v. Johnson told tt>c 
Story of his asking Tori's. ATacauIay to allow her footman 
to sit down with them, to prove the ridiculousness of 
the argument for the equality of mankind; and he said 
to mc aftei-ward^. with a aod of satisfaction, '* Vou saw 
Mr, Wilkes acijniet^ocd.^ Wilkes talked with all ima- 
ginable frte<loin of the ludicrous title given to tlie 
Attorney-General, Dtobolus *'fgi^ ; aJdln^, " 1 have 
reason to know something about tliat ofiicer; for I was 
prosecuted fi>r u lilx."!," Johnson, who many |>eoplc 
would have supposed roust have been furiously angry 
at hcafing this talked of m lightly, ^aid nota>«ord. 
He was now, hdccdy " a gooddunncured fellowr 

After dinrer tve had an acce^ion of Mrs. Knowlest 
the (j^uaker lady, well known for her various talents, 
and of Mr. Aldcnnan Lee. Amidst some piilriotick 
groans, somebody (I think the Alderman) said, '* Poor 
■ old England is lost," Johnson. '* Sir, it is not so 
much to be lamented that old England ts lost» as that 
the ScotHi ha*v ftmud il/'" Wilkis- '* Hml l^rd 
Biile governed Scotland only, I should not have taken 

* It vFoald not become me lo npiiial« «i thk alrofig ami potnled 
. TTONflE, in which a rcrf grc*! df«] of aeostfij H an^dcnnrd. 
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the trouble to HTJte bis eulogy, and dedicate * MoiiTi- 
M£E' to him.** 

Mr Wilkos held a candtc to sliew a fine pnnt of a 
lM|iutirul female figure whirh hung in the roonit and 
pointed out the i4egant coutaiir ot' the bojom with The 
fiiiget* oFnn orcli cannoisscur. He aUonvord^ in a con- 
versation with me wuggir^lily in»3tcd^ that all the time 
JohoAOti shewed visihte signs of a terrcnt admiration oC 
tile coii\'s]>oudiug chiinn» of the fuir Quaker* 

This record, thouj^h by no means so perfect as 1 
could vi'ish, will sei've to pvc a notion of a very curious 
interview, which was not oiilr plensin^ at the (itne, Init 
had the ajfreeablc and benij^nant effect of iTH^onciling 
any animositr* and sweetening any acidity, which, in 
the variouft husvio of political contestt had been pro- 
duced in the minds of two men, who Uioiigh widely 
diflferent, bud so many ihiii^ in common— classical 
learning, modem literature, wit and hutnoiirt and i^eady 
repfirte*^ — that it would hnvc been much to be regret- 
ted if they had been for ever at a distance from each 
otbcn 

Mr. Burke gave me much credit fur thi,^ successful 
jif^goiiation ; and pleasantly said, *' thm there was 
nothing equal to it in the whole lii^ory of the Corp^ 
DfpkmaiiifUt.*' 

1 attended Dr. Johnson home, and had the satisfac- 
tion to hear him IcU Mrs, Wiliianis how much he had 
been pleased with iMr A\'^ilkes-3 company, and what an 
agreeable day he had pas^d. 

I talked a good deal to him of the celebrated 
Mar^nret Cflrnlin^ Rndd, whom I had*vi^itfd, in* 
duced by the fame of her talents, address, and irre- 
sistible powcrr of fosciaation. To a lady who disapproved 
off my visiting her, be said on a former occasion. 
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^ Nl^, Afadani, BosvcU is in tlie right; I shotild 
have visited her myself, were it not that they hove 
OOT a Crick of puUiiig every thing into the news- 
papcr^.'' This evening he exrlaimed, ** I envy Him 
his ncqimintanre nith Mn. Kiidcl,*' 

I mentioned a scheme which I bad of makinf^ a 
tour to the Isle of IMnn, and giviui; a iuU accotint 
of it; and that >Ir. Burke hnd playfully suggested 

" The proper study of mankirKl u HamJ* 

Jonxsox. " Sir, you will get more Uy the book than 
tlic jannt will cost you : so yoii will have your diver- 
[sion for nothing, and add to your reputation." 

Oa tlie evening of the next day I took k^ave of 

' bim, bcin^ xo set out for Scotland. I thanked him 

I with great wannth for all his kiiuhicss, " Sir, (said 

fhef) you are vf ry welcome. Nobody repays it with 

HKW* 

How very false is the notion that has gone round 
the world oi' the rough, ajid passionate^ and hnr^h 
niann<:r?( of this great and good man, 'Iliat he had 
occa»tounl salUes of heat of tentper, and that he was 
sonH-timcs, pcrhiqis, too " easily provoked " by ab- 
surdity and foUy, and sometimes too desirous of 
ti-iuniph in colloquial C0Titc:it, must he allowed. The 
quickness both of Ills perception and sensibility dis* 
posed him to Mulden explosions of satire ; to which his 
extraordinary readiness of wit was a strmig and almost 
in'eiiUtible incitement. To ado|)t one of the 6uesl 
imager in ^Ir Honie's" Dougias," 



On ra<-k gUn^t of tbovghii 



" Pitnan tkr Buh t "> ■ ■ ■ 
I admit that the l»eadlL- within him was oAca so eager 
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to applf the lasli, that ific judge had not time to con- 
sider the case with sufficient deliberatloTi. 

That tie was occasionalty rcniai^kable for riolence 
of tcm|ier may be j^mnted ; but let us ascertain the 
ilf^ree^ and not k-t it lie ivupposed that he wns in a 
peqi^tunl rage, and ne\'er witTiout a dub io his hand 
to knockdown every one who opproaehed him. On 
the contrary, the Uuth i*, that by much tljc greatest 
|)art o( his time he n'os civil, obliging, nay, polite in 
tl>e U-ue aense of the ^'ord ; so much so, that many 
gcntk^nicn who were lung iu.-i|iiuiut^ with him never 
recciTcd, or even heard a strung- expression from him* 

The foUowiug letters concerniug a« Kpitaph whk*b 
he nTote for the monument of Dn Goldsmith, in 
Wcstminsler-Abbey> afford at once a proof of his 
utiaffecied modesty, his <:aiH;k"ssne&s as to his own 
writings, and of the great resided which he enter- 
Mncd for the taste and judgcmcut of the excellent and 
eminent person to whom they are oddixrssed : 



" TO Stil JOSHUA BEVNOLD3. 

** DEAR &IB, 

** I HAVE been kept away from yoti, I know not 
well how, and of these vexatious hindrances I know 
not when there will be au end, I tlan-cftirc send you 
the poor dear Doctor's epitapli. Rtad it fim yourself; 
and if you then think it right, show it to the Club. 
I am, you know» wiUing to I>e corrected. If you 
think any thii^ much nnuss, keep it to yourself, till 
we come together I have sent two copies, but prefer 
the cajJ. The dates must be settled by Dr. Tercy- 
** I am. Sir, 

** Your most humble servant, 
'•Jkbyl6, J7W- " Sam. JoHNSON." 
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TO THE SAME. 
" SIR, 

" Miss Reynolds has a mind to send the Epi- 
taph to Dr, Beattie ; I am very willing, but having 
no copy, cannot immediately recoUect it. She teUa 
me you have lost it. Try to recollect, and put down 
as much as you retain ; you perhaps may have kept 
what I have dropped. The lines for which I am at 
a loss are something of rermm cwilium sivi natura-^ 
Hum. ^ It was a sorry trick to lose it ; help me if you 
can; I am, Sir, 

'* Your most humble servant, 
"June 22, I7T6, " Sam- Johnson*" 

" The gout grows better but slowly." 

It was, I think, after I had left Lcmdon in this year» 
that this Epitaph gave occ^ion to a Remonstrance to 
the Monarch of Literature, for an account of 
which I am indebted to Sir William Forbes, of Pit- 
sligo. 

That my readers may have the subject more fuUy 
and clearly before them, I shall 6r?t insert the Epitaph, 

" OuvABii Goldsmith, 

" PoctB, Phy>icj, H»torici, 

" Qui nullum ferd scrib«ndi gpenui 

■' Non t«tigit, 

*' Nullum quod tcti|pl noa omaTtt: 

" SWeriaDa euent movendi, 

" SWe lacrymBp 

" Affecluuin potcns mt lenis domiovtor; 

" iDgenio sublimis, vividut, venatilU, 

" Ontione gnndtit nLtidni, tcdimIui: 

" Hoc nonunento memonan colait 

* Thtte wordt mwi hare been in the other o^y. They are aot 
in that which was prefettcd. 
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" SodQlium UDor, 
'* Amiconim liilc*, 

** Nntu* in Hib«rnui Foreitc Lt>nii(ofAicn%\it, 
'* In li^oo ciii nomcn Piillrti, 
^ Nov. XXIX* MDccxxxi;^ 
'* EblnnttlitcrUinitiiutiui : 

** Obiit Locidini, 
" A|ml. IV, MCccLXXiv." 

Sir William Forbes writes to me thus: *' 1 enclose 
the Round Hobitu This jeu tTciprit took its rise one 
day at dinner »t our friend Sir Joshua Rcynclds's, 
^VIJ the company pi'csent, exce|)t mvself, wltc frii-nils 
and acquaintarcc of Dr, Goldsmith. Tlie E|>itaph> 
written for him hy Dr. Johnson, ln-cfiiiio the $n)iJ4?ri of 
conversation, and varioti* emendations ivere suggested, 
which it wiw ogix^cd should be sul>mitted to the Doc^ 
tor's con»uilcnitioTi. — But the ijueiliou waj*, who should 
hiivc the coum^ to propose them to him ? At lost it 
was hintcdr that there could he no way so g(jod aa tluit 
of a liotmd R'jlfin^ aa tire sailoi-s call it, which they 
make use of when they cuter into a conspiracy, so as 
not to let it be known who puts his name first or last to 
the paper. Tliis pro|iosition was instantly assented to ; 
and Dr. Barnard, Dean of Derry, now Bishop of 
KilIaloe>' drcw up an address to Dr. Johnson on the 
occasioD, r^itete with wit and humour^ but which it 



• [_This vno IX inUi^^, whtth vnii not diHcoi^rcil iSll *ficrGoId* 
■nith'a iQODUiacnt wa> put up ia Wuaijn^lcr Abbey. He was born 
Nov. 20. nSB; <umI tbercJbrr, vrhen h« died, he wan in hv forty- 
■Ulliy^nr. Malomk,] 

' Tliitt prelate, who wm afterwarb immUitd to the Sec of Lime- 
rick, iliei) Al Wimljledoaiii Surry, Juno 7, 181)6, in hb ei^^iieth 
ytar. The oripnal Round fMin remninrd in hin pounuon : the 
piprrwbicb Sir Wtlliatn t'orbn trnnKmtttcd to Mr< Doawtll, lidng 
only a cijijiy. Mau>iii,] 
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was feared the Doctor might thitik treated the subject 
wth too moch levity. Mr. Burke then proposed the 
address as it standi iti the paper in writioj;, to which 
1 bad the honour to officiate as clerk. 

*' Sir Joshua agreed to oirry it to Dr. Johnson, who 
received it with much good humour/ and desired Sh- 
Joshua to tell (he ifentlemcn, that he would niter the 



^ He howerer, upon iteting Dr. Wartoo** name to the ku^c^ 
ikm, th«t the £i>itMp^ alioald be Id Englnh, obKcrted to SW 
JfMliuo. " I voiidcr, tltat Juc NVarloii, ft i*cbt>lnr W profissLcKJ^ 
fthovid he rach a fooV He t-utti Im^ '* I k))ouU1 have Ihoughi Mand 
RiitL« uxHild l^rr hml more ftem^." Mr, 1inngti>n, vb<> vni% 04ir of 
the coTDpnny nx Sir JoshuaN, l^kc a sturdy f^cKolnr, rcftoluLcly ix- 
Idsed to fti^ the Rotmd Ji4>6n. Thu Epitnph u cngravnl i^kki 
Dn Goltkmitli'ji monumvnt wahi>ul any fthcraiioa. At anoUt^r 
time, uhca tomebudy cniltrai^urtii lo nr^uc in fm^urof its being in 
English, Johnaon juud, " The langvftgv oi the cotinir}* o( nhkh a 
lr«mcd man wm m Qtttive, in i>04 the UogiiBgc fit fi>T ha qMtnp^, 
which «ho(ild be in ukci^nl nnci |>ennui«nt Lia|*uag«> CoMider, 
£jr, bov yi>u Hhnuld fi-el, were yii>u lo find at RoU^rdam aa epitapti 
upon Em&cauB in Datci ! " — I'or niy own port. 1 think it nould be 
best to have cpitApbii wiittcn both m a Inmed lan^li^e. and in the 
Unffujifcr of the country; *o thai tbcy mighl hare Ihe adrantiigic of 
facing isorc oravenalty underalood, aad at tbe uinc time be veciind 
orcUvticiilaiaAHlity. I c&tiDOt, howcrcT, but be of opinion, that it 
w not aalficieiuty discriaijiurtirc- Applying io Cioldfimlth ctguulljr the 
#|>illir|nnf " l'orl4f, ttiiforifit S*i^tki,'' is iLurrly not ri^t; Tor aR 
to hn ebitn to the loit of thmc^epltheti, I hivie heanl Johmon hrm- 
aelf »ay, "Gobkmiih, Sir. villgiTetisai^'fine book upon the ^ab- 
ject; but ifhc randiattngvi^h a <owfron) « hon,e, that. [ Miere, 
nay be the txitni of hb kncmledgc of natonil hUior}." His book 
la tmleed an etcvltcnt perfonuace, thouffh la some iiniaacea he 
nppcan to h»Tc Innted loo mnch to SufliDn, itIid. with vM hiai ih«H 
Rtiea! tngfnotty and extraordinary doqnenrc, [ nuspect hnd little 
artml infofrnftiion in thr ifipnrr on whit-K Ke wtai* «(i odnijrably. 
Kof in«lnncT, he idU in that the «w «h*4» her horm e^^ry twv 
yrarK; a noal palpabte errour, wbich (kildnniih ha* faithfully 
IniufefTrd into bb book. It U wondnful (hat tiulfiMi, who lited 
•0 much In the emititry, at bin nobk acal, ahouU hare fallen into 
auch a blundrr. 1 AUppoav he has conAnisded ibe cote with the Avr* 
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Kpitapli in any manner they pleased, as to the sense of 
it ; but he would never consent to disgrace the walls 
qf fFestminsier Abbey^ tvilh an English inscription. 

*' I consider this Round Robin as a species of lite- 
imrj' ctiriosity worth prescnring, as it marks, in a 
ccrifiin degree. Dr. Johnson's character.'* 

Mr n^ndortnre pi-o^onted with a faithful ti-anscript of 
apaiper, which I doubt not of their being desirous to see- 

Sir WilUnm FoFbcs':* olwen^nlion is very just. The 
anecdote now related provc?*» in the strongest manner^ 
the ixrvinxfice ami iiwe with which Ji^hoson was ic- 
gardtd, Iiy some of the most eminent men of hi* time^ 
in various dcpartmontSr and even by such of them as 
lived most with him; while it also confirms what I 
have again and agniii inculcated, that he was by no 
mcanfi of that ferocious and irascible diorader which 
'-lita been i^nortLntlir imagined. 

This hasty comi»osition is also to be remarked as one 
of the thousand instances which ennce the extraordi- 
nary promi^titudc of Afr Burke : who, while? he is equal 
to the greatest things, can adorn the lea^t ; CQa» with 
Cfiual fadlity, embrace the vast and complicated spccu- 
hitions of politicks or the ingenious topjcks of literary 
investigation. ^ 

*' OR, JOnWSON TO MRS- BOMVELL. 

" You must not think me uncivil in onutting to 
answer the Icmn' w ith which you favoured me some 
time ago. I imagined it to have been written without 
Mr- Boswell's knowledge, and therefore <uppo*cd the 



* Btiud« ihU Laiun Epitaph, JohoKon boaou/cd tbc mcmciry of 
hisfrimd GoiiUmith with i ^hort on« in Grvck. Se« Vol. II, |Il 270- 
TOI«. til. o 
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answer to require, what I could not find, a private 
conveyance. 

** The difference with Lord Auchinleck is now over; 
and since young Alexander has appeared, I hope no 
more difficulties will arise among you ; for I sincerely 

j ■ wish you all happy. Do not teach the young ones to 

dislike me, as, you dislike me yourself; but let me at 
least have Veronica's kindness, because she is my ac-^ 
quaintaHce. 

. " You will now have Mr. Boswell home ; it is well 
that you have him ; he has led a wild life, I have 
taken him to Lich&eld, and he has followed Mr. Thrale 
to Bath. Pray take care of iiim, and tame him. The 
only thing in which I have the honour to agree with 
you is, in loving him : and while we are so much of a 
mind in a matter of so much importance, our other 
quarrels will, I hope, produce no great bitterness. 
I am. Madam, 

" Your most humble servant, 

t " May 16, 1776. " Sam. Johnson.*^ 



" MR. BOSWELL TO DR. JOHNSON. 

" Edinburgh, June 25, 1176, 
" You have formerly complained that my letters 
were too long- There is no danger of that complaint 
being made at present ; for I find it difficult for me to 
write to you at all. [Here an account of having been 
afflicted with a return of melancholy or bad spirits. J 

" The boxes of books ^ which you sent to me are 
arrived; but I have not yet examined the contents. 

4 Upon a tetUement of our tcconnt of «xpencea on a Tour to the 
Hebridcf, there wu a bahmee due to me, which Dr. Jobiuon 
choie to discharge by teoding books. 
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" I send you Hfn Afaclaurin^s pa]ier for the uegro^ 
who claims his freedom in the Court of Session." 

" DK- JOMJjftON TO MR, BOSWELL- 

" Thesk Uack fits, of which you complain, 
perhaps hurt your mt^mory a* well as your inia^iiiution. 
U'licu did I ctniiplaiii tliat your lellers were too ion^f ? * 
Youp la^st letti^r, aftiT a very long deLiy, hrnught very 
bnd neu's. [Here a series of rellectionft upon mclnn- 
cboly, and — ^what I could not help thinking strangely 
unreasonable in him ivho had fiuficred ^o much from it 
himself^— a goud deal of severity and reproof, a* if it 
were owing to my own fault, cr that I was, perhaps, 
affecting ii from a desire of distindion.') 

** Read Cheyne's ' KngUsh Malady ;' but do not let 
him leach you a foolish notion that melancholy is a proof 
ofacutencss. • ■ • • ♦ 

" To hear that you have not opened your boxes of 
books is very offensive- The examination and nrriinge- 
ntcnt of so many volumes might have afforded you an 
amusement very seasonable at present, and useful far 
the whole of life. I am, I confess, very angry that you 
niam^ your**lf w> ilt • ♦ • • ♦ 

** I do not now say any more, than that I am, with 
great kimhte^s and sinceiity, dear Sir, 

" Your iiuinblc sen'ant, 
"Julj2,i776- « Sam, Johnson," 

** It was last year determhed by Lord MansJield ih 
the Court of King's Kendi, thut a negro cannot be taken 
out of the kingdom without his own cx)n5ent.'* 

'Baretii toliliDe ihnt Johiuon coupliunfd of my wntingTCiy 
lon|- Icucrs to him when I wai upon the Continent ; which wu 
most cciUkltkljr true : but U letnn my (nvod il>(J not icmzmbew it, 
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** DEAR SIR, 

" I ^iakf haste tft write Again, le^t my last letter 
should give you too much pnii>> If you aru really oju 
prc$$cd with ovcrpowcrini; and involuntary melancholy* 
you arc to be pitied rather than reproached, • • • • 

" No\v, my dfur Bozzy. ht us have done with 
quarrels and with censure. Let me know whether I 
have n»t sent you a pretty library. There are, iwrtiaps, 
many hooks antoog them which you never need read 
throuf^h ; but there are none nhich it h not proper for 
you to know, and sometimes to (onsult. Of these 
Eiooks, of which the use U only occasional, it is often 
sufficient to know the contents, that, when any question 
aris4.^, you may know where to look for inform^ittan. 

*' Since I wrote, I have looked over 5In Maclaurin's 
glea, ond think it excellent. How is tlic £Utt carried 
on ? If by subscription, I comroisMon you to contri- 
bute, in uiy natiHf, vvhat is proper J^% nothing be 
wanting m >uch n ea^e. Dr. Drununond/ I &ee, n 
stijKT^eded. H!» fattier would have grieved : but he 
lived to obtain the pleasure of his sun's election, and 
diedbcfom that pleasure was abated. 

** I>an^on'ii Inily hn^ lirought him a girl, and both 
are well ; I dined with him the other day. • • • • • 

" It vexes me to tell yon, that on llie evening of the 
29th of i>Iay I was seized by the gout, and am not 
quit<> vrelL The pain has not lieen violent, lait the 



^ The urtn of JoTin«on'i olil frinnrl^ Mr. Williani DravrnAiuU (^e 
Vol. ir p. 'JG) He waA a yourg nuir of 4uch dintinraithed ment, 
t)«t be wna Donlnit^d to ooc of the medioil profctfonliip in the 
College of Edinburgh, withoat aolidtaiieo, irbllc be vw at Naples. 
Having Mbcr vicm, he did not accept of the tewmr, aad toon aOcr- 
vmnbdtftf. 



weakness and tcnilentc^ were very troublesome, and 
what is said to be very nncommrm, it has not alleviated 
myoCJier disordci'*^ Make u*? of youth and heaUh while 
you iiav<-> them ; make my compliments to Mis> Rosn'f U. 
I am, my dear i>iv, 

" Yotir moKt afi^Nrtionntc 
" July le. 1776. " Sam. Jt>HN»ON." 

" MR. BOsvELf- TO nn. jonxsox. 

* HT DEAR SIR, - Hdiihurgti, Jalj^ IS, 1776- 

- ^ Your letter of the second of Ihia month was 
rather a harsh medicine; but I was Heli^hled with that 
spontaneous lendcrncss, which, a few daj's afterwards^ 
sent fcirtli snrh luliuim n% yoivr next brought me, 1 
fbnnd my«efr for ft^mie time sn ill that nil I contd dn war 
to preserve n decent app^-nrnnec, whik' nil withir was 
wcotness nnd cli«trc=»;. l^llcc a redncctl gnrrison that 
lifts some spirit left, I hung out Jlags» and planted all 
the force I could muster, upon the walb. I am now 
much belter, and 1 sincerely thank yon for your kind 
attention and friendlv cnuiii^el." 



" Count Manucci^ came here laiit week from travel- 
ling in In^land. 1 have shown him what civilities 1 
could 01 his account, mi yours, and on that of Mr, and 
Atrs. l^rale. He has had a ^1 from hU hor^, and 
been much hurt. I re<pvt this unlucky accident, for he 
seems to be a very amiable man,'* 

A* the evidence of what I have mentioned at the 
bepinninf^ of tliifi year, I wlect from his private register 
the following passage : 

' A-flnrtntJae noblminn, TnentiftiH by Johnfoa, in Ws " Notes 
of hiftTmn-^ Fmocc;' I livl th« pleuutv of becoming acqnoiat^ 
with him in London, in the irpring of this yw. 
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I '* July 23, 177(i. O God, who liast ordaiiicil that 
wlmUrver 15 to be desired should he sought by labour, 
and who, hy Ihy blessing, bringesl boDe»t labour to 
good efloct> look with mercy upon my studies and en- 
dt'uvouj-^. (^rauc me, O Lord, to design only what U 
lawful and right ; ond aflTnrd ine calmness of mind, and 
steadiness of purpose, tlmt I may »o do thy will in thU 
fihort life, as to obtain happiness in the world to come* 
for Uic sakeof JEsCf Christ our l^oi'd. Amen-"* 
It appears from a note subjoined, that lliis was corn- 
ed when he " purposed to apply vigorously to study, 

' ptrticularly of the Greek and Italian tongue^/* 

Such a purpose, *0 expressed, at the age of sixty- 
en, is admiralJe and encouraging; and it must im- 

'pre:^5 all the thinking pait of my readei's with a conso- 
latory confidence in habitual devotion, when they see 
a man of such enlarged iiitdlectual |K)wers i^s Johnson, 
thiLS in the genuine eamc&tness of seci'ecy, imploring 
the aid of that Supreme Being, " from whom cometb 
down ever)" good and cvt-ry perfect gift-" 

** TO filR JOSUUA KEYKOl.US. 

" sni, 

'* A yotrXG man, wboso name is Paterson, offers 
bimscir this evening to the Academy- lie i?i the son 
of a nian'^ for whom 1 have long bad a kindness, and 
Is now abroad in distress. I shall be gUid tliat you will 
be pleased to shew him any little countenance, or [lay 
Jiim any smidi distinction. How much it is in your 
power to favour or to forward a young man I do not 



* PnfCn c»kI Ucdilalkm*, p. I5J. 

* [S&TiDrl Pntcnoo. formrrly a bookseller, IHUrly an «uctiontcr. 



Ud ucllkntmR Tor hit iLill m lormiog caliilogxia of booki 
lA LoQdQD^ October W, IbVi. Malons.] 



He died 
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knoii'; nor do I know how much tliia candidnlc de- 
serves fii^otir by Ins p^rrsonal merit, or wlint hojws his 
proficiency may now give of future eminence. I re- 
commend him Its the son of Diyfriirnd. Your character 
and stntion enahle yoii to give a young man |^*at 
encouragement by very easy inenns. You have heard 
of a man who asked no other favour of Sir Robert 
Walpolc^ than that he would bow to him at his levee- 
I am. Sir, 

" Your most humble ser%'ant, 
" Aflgiists, iT7fi. ** Sam. JOHNSOV.'* 



" MB. BOSWELL TO OK. JOHNSON. 

" KdiwbOTgh, Alight so. I77fi* 
[After giving him an arcount of my having ex- 
amined the chests nf bonWs which Iw.' had Jtonl to me, 
and which contained what may be truly called a nu- 
merous and miicellaiieous Sla/I Zihra?y, thrawn toge- 
ther at random : — ] 

" Lorii Haile» wa» iigniiiAt tlie decrep in the case of 
my client, the mini^ster ; not that he jnstifiol the mi- 
niftt^r, Iwit because the parishioner both provoked and 
retorted. I sent his Ijordship your able argument upon 
the case for hid i)eruHQl. His observation upon it in a 
letter to mc was, ' Dr. Johnson's Suasoriiim h pleasantly' 
and artfully composed. I susjiect, however, that he has 
not convinced himself; fori believe that he is better 
read in ecclesiastical litstnryj than to imagine that a 

* tl'by \m Lordiliip u»(a the cpithcf plemimHfy, when tpcnlcin; o 
a grave piece of r#a*onirg. I cannot conceive. Hut different men 
bftvc different notions of plc^unn try. 1 hnppened lo *it byji sentJe- 
nui ont eveniag Rt t^ic Opcm-houw in London, who nE tbc mofoen: 
wh«» AffdlM appeared to be in f^ait t^ny at ihc thought 0/ killmj 
her children, turned to tne with a ftmtle, and wd, ^'/uJiny eaon|;ft.'* 
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Bishop or a Prefb^ter has a right to li^n censure or 
dbcipline I cuihedrd,'"^ 

'* For the honr>ur of Count Manucci, as well as to 
'ftbACTvc that exactness of truth nlndi you have taught 
mtt 1 iiiust correct what I said in a former letter. Ifc 
did iwt fall from his Iione. uhich might have been an 
im(>utnLioiioTi his skill as an o(Bclt of cavalry ; hbbone 
fell with him. 

** 1 have, since I saw joir, read ever)' word of 
• Granger's BioRraphical History.' It has entertained 
tnc exceedingly, and I do not think him the //'7jiV that 
you supposed. Horace Walpolcs being his patron is* 
indeed* no ^ood sign of his political principles. Rut he 
denied to Lord Mountstuart that he was a Whig, and 
said he had li«.*n accused by both parties of partiality, 
it seems lie u-a* like Pope, 

' While Tone* call me WIjIj. amd WhigB a T017/ 

I vrish you vb'ould look more into his book ; and as 
X^rd Mount&tuarC wishes much to 6nd a proper person 
to continue the work upon Granger**! plan, and hj^i de- 
nred I would mention it to you : if such a man occurs^ 
please to let me know. His Lordship ViiM give him 
generous encouragement.'* 

■ 
" TO MR. ROBF.BT LETETT. 

•• Having spent about six weeks at Ihia place, 
pwc have lit length resolved on returning, I' expect to 
ace you all in FIcet-stnrct on tlic 30th of this month. 
'* I did not go into the sea till last Friday, but think 



■ Dr. Johatoa a/Urwaids Uild mvt Uiat b« wom oS Cfiiaioa ihii a 
dcTj^jrauui hod ihi» ri^Hl* 



to go nio&t of this weckr though 1 know oot that itdoet 
me any good. My nighu ai'e very restless and tiresonw* 
but I am otherwise well, 

** I hav^ written word of my cominf; to Mrs, Wil- 
litttiu. Rt^ineiulier rue kiodly to Francis and Betsy.^ 
I Rtiij Sir, 

** Your humble ftrvaat, 
IrightbdmMooc, Oci. 21, m«- " SaM. JohN«»ON/ * 

I again wrote to Dn Johiuon on the 21st of October, 
informing him. that my father had, in the most liberal 
munren pitid a Iarg<.' debt for me, and thftt I had now 
tJte happiness of being upon very good tci-ms with him ; 
to which be returned thi: following answer.— 

•*TO JAMES BOSWBLL, ESQ, 

•* DEAB SlH, 

** I JIAH great ploosurc in bearing that you are 
at la$t on j^ood terma with your father. Cultivate his 
kindiic^^ by iJl lionesl and manly in«nis. Life i^ but 
abort; no time van be afforded hut for the indulgence 
of real sorrow, or contests U[jon questions seriously 
tnOmcntou?}. l-.et U5 not throw away any of mir days 
upon useleis resentment, or contend who shall hold out 
longest in stubborn mali^tty. It is best not to be 
an^y ; and best, in tlie next place, to be quickly re- 



* Forthia miiI Dr. JoliMioa*a oth<T l«Ucn 1o Mr. LcteU, lam i«' 
dtb(«l to iny old atqwiatoncv Mr NmUci^l TU^mn, wHnw wmtb 
and icvwrmitf bux been loajt koown lo a r^spectAbk though do4 a 
«4it« circle I and whose collection of mctbU ivould Jo credii to pc^ 
BOM of ^niiT opnli^nc?. 

[Mf. Ntttlianicl Tbotnu, who w» many yttm F^ditor of the Si. 
J»aiv«'#CbtmikU, died March 1» 179l!>. MjIomi;.] _* ^. 
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concilecl, May you and yotir Tatlier pass the remainder 
of your time in reciprocal benevolence! 

*• Do you erer hear (V^m Mr L«ngti>n ? I visit Tiim 
sotfictiincff, but )>e duofi not talk. I do not like his 
scheme of life ; but as I am not i>crniitted to understand 
tt» 1 cannot set any thing right that is vrrong. Hts 
children are sweet babicii. 

" I hope my irreconcileable enemy, Mrs. Uoswcll is 
welh Desii^ her not to transmit her malevolence to the 
young |wople. Let me have Alexander, and \^cronica, 
and Kuphemia^ for my friends. 

*' Mrs. WUliams, vhom you may rcdcon as one of 
youi' ii'clUwishers, is in a feeble and languiahing state, 
with little hopes of growing lietler* She went for some 
part of the autumn into the country, hut is little tie- 
nelited ; and Dr. I^wreno^ ronfeii'^ts thflt his art h at 
an end. Death is, however, at a distance: and what 
more than that can we say of ounwlvo^? I urn »orry 
for her pain, and more sorry for hor decay. Mr. Lcvclt 
is soundt wind aad limb. 

*" 1 was^ some weeks tliis aiitumu at Hrighthdm- 
stonc. Tliu {ilacc was very dull ; and I was nol y\v\l ; 
the expedition to the Hebrides wa>> the most pleasant 
Journey that I ever made. Such na effort annually 
would give the world a httle divei'^ification. 

" Every year, however, we cannot wander, and must 
thererore endeavour tc spend our time at home as wt41 
as we can. I believe it is best to throw life into a 
method, that every hour may bring its employments 
and OTory employment have it« hour. Xenophon r*h- 
sei"vc*» in his ' Treatise of O-^oaomy,' that if evcty 
thing be kept in a cciiuin platx*, when any thing Is 
wom out or coiwumcd, tlw: vacuity which it leaves will 
shew what b wanting ; so if every |«in of lime has 
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iU duty, the hour will call into remembrance its proper 
cngngcmenL 

*■ 1 have not prftcltftoc! nil \hU prudence myself, b*it 
I hftve suffered much for want of it ; and I would have 
you, by timely reoDlloction ond steady resolution, escape 
from those evU» which have luin heavy upon me. I anif 
roy dearest BoswcU, 

*' Your mort huuible servant, 
"Holl-co«rt,Nuy- 10, 1776. **SaM. JOHN'SOS." 

On the l6tb of November I informed him that Mr. 
Strahan had sent me frrelvc copfes of (lie " Journey to 
the Western Islands," handsomely bound, instead ofthe 
tof;i<y copies which were stipulated : hut which, I sup- 
posed, were to be only in sheets ; requested to knnw how 
they should be distributed : nnd mentioned that I liibd 
another son bom to mc, who was named David, nnd 
was a sickly infant. 



*' TO JAMES nOSWELL, ESQ, 
" DEAR suit 

" I HAV1-; heen for some time ill of a cold, which, 
perhaps, I made an excii^ to myself for not wriiing, 
when in reality I know not what to say. 

** The boobt you must at lost distribute as you think 
be*t, in my name* or your own, as you arc iiieliiied, 
or ag you judge nioat proper. Every body caimot be 
ol>li;,'ed ; but I wish that nobody may be offended. 
Do the best you can. 

'* I con^^ratulate you on the iurrea»o of your fnmily^ 

Md ho\w tlmt little David h hy tbi:^ time well, Dnd htit 

Kltamina |icrfcctly recovered, J am much pleased to 

licar of ilic ru-establiabmcitt of kindness between you 

u)id yuur fiithcr. Cultivate bis poternal tenderness as 
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iBUcb as you can. To livt at vaiianceat all in uncom- 
fortable; auil variance wich a father h stjU more un- 
conifortahle. Hesidos that* in the whole dispute you 
hav€ the wrong side ; at least you gave the first pnn'o- 
cationi^r arul aomo of tlicm \~ery ofTensive. Liet it nov/ 
tie all over. As you have do reasan to think th^t your 
new mother has shown jou nny foul play, treat her with 
re9|)ect, and with some degree of confidence; this will 
acciiix: y*»jr iallicr. When once » discordant family 
has fdt the plcu^ure of peace they will not willingly 
lose U. If Mrs. Bosiwcll would but he IWends with inu, 
we might now shut the temple of Janus. 

** What came of Dr, Memis'a cause? Is thequCHtion 
about the ne^fro dett^raiincd ? Heh Sir Allan any rea- 
souable hopes? What is become of poor Macquarry ? 
Let mo know the event of all the^ litigations. I wtsfi 
particularly n^ell to Ute ne^ro and Sir Allan. 

*< Mrs. Williams has lieen much out of order; and 
though slie is sonit-thiiig better, U likely, in her physi- 
cian's opinion, to cixlurc her malady fur liJe, thoug^li she 
m;iyt perhaps, die of some other, Mrs, Thrnlc i« big, 
and fanclitH that she carries a boy : if it were very rcd- 
vonabk* to wi^h mucli about il, 1 should w'luh. her not to 
be disappointed. The desii'C of mate heirs is not a[v 
pendant only to feudal tenures. A son is almost ne- 
cessary to the continuance of Thrale's fortune ; for what 
can misses do with a hrewhousc i Lands are fitter for 
daujrhti-rs than tradesi. 

**- Baretti went aw&y from l^hnde's in some whim^- 
cal fit of di^uH, or ill-nature^ without t»kin|r any 
leave. It \% well if he finds in any other plare as good 
an hahilation, and an many conveniences. He ha-s got 
fivc-and-ttventy guineas by translnttn^ Sir JoshuaV Dis- 
courses into Italian, and Mr. Himlc gave him an hun- 
dred in the spring; 90 that he U yet in no difficulties. 
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" CcJman lias bougfat Foote's patent, and is to allov 

Foote for Ufc sixteen huodred pounds a year, as Bey- 

I Holds toU me^ and Co allow him to play &n often on 

\mch terms that h& may gain four hundred poimds 

nor«. What Ctdoian ciui f^t by this bar^aiot^ but 

trouble and huzard^ I do not see. 

** I am, dcat Sir» 

'* Your humble scrrant, 
" Dm. 21, 177& " Sam. Jo^^fsoN," 

The Reverend Dr. Hngli Blair, who had long been 
admired as a preacher at Edinburgh, tlioughi now of 
diflusing hij( excellent scrnions more exten:»ivcly, and 
incrcauo^ his reputation, by publishing a 4:olkx;liQti of 
tlieni. He transmitted Ihe umiiuscrijit lo Mr Stmhan, 
llu: printcH't who, after keeping* il for some time» wrote 
a letter to Iiim, discouraging the publication. Such at 
first was the uiipropitioti* stale of one of the most suc- 
cessful tiiutjlogical books that has ever appeared- Mr- 
Strahan, however, had sent one of the semions to 
Dr. Johnson for his opinion; and after his uniavourable 
letter to Dr. Btair liad been sent off, he received from 
Johnson on Christina:rei.x", a note in wliich was the fol- 
lowing ]iaragraph: 

^' I have read over Dr< Blair*$ Rrst scnnon with more 
than approbation ; to my it is good, i« to say too 
UtUe." 

I believe Mr. Stndiaii had very Mjon after tbi^ tiine 
a conversation with Dr. Johnson couctniirig tliem ; and 
then he very candidly wrote again to On Blair, enclos- 
ing Johnsoirs note, and agreeiog to purchase the 
volume, for which he and Mr, Cadell gave one bun- 

1 tit lumc^ oat, bovevcr, a T«ry fortanfitc btrf^vn ; tor Fooie, 
though not then l^fty-^K, died %t an inn In Dover, in l«a than & yctr, 
Oct. 31, 1777. U4MMB.] 
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drcd poundrf, Tlic sale was so rapid nnd extensive, ami 
the »i>|)robation of tlu^ public so high, that to llietr 
honour be it reconlcd, the proprietors made Dn Blair 
a prewnt first of one sum, and aftcrn'ai^ of another, 
of fidy pounds, thus voluntarily dotrbling t)ie stipulated 
price; and, Mhcn he prepared another volume, they 
gave him at once thxpo hundred pound*, Iwing in nil 
five hundivil [ionnd», by an agreement to which I am n 
siibscribtng witness ; and now for a ttnrd octavo rolume 
be has received no Icstl th»n six hundird poimds.^ 

In I777t it appcjirs frum his ** Prayers ami Medita- 
tions,*" that Jolmson sulTcred much from a state of mind 
"unsettled and perplexed/' and from that constitutional 
gloom, which, together with his extreme humility and 
anxiety with regard to his i^eligious state, made liim 
contemplate himself throuj^h too dark and unfavourable 
a medium. It may he said of him^ that he ** saw God 
in elottds.*' Certain we may be of his injustice to 
hin^solf in the following lamentable pni-afjraph, which 
it is painful to (liink omiie fmm tlie contrite heart of 
thU great man, to whane hilioiirs the world h so much 
indebted: *' When I survey my past life, I discover 
r>athing but a barren waste of time, with some disorders 
uf bod^% nnd disturl>iinces of the mind, very near to 
madness, which I ho|»c I Ic tliat made me wilt suffer to 
extenuate many faults, and excuse many deficiencies.''' 
But wefiodhisde\'otions in this year eminently fenxnt; 
and we are fomrort<?d by observing intervals of quiet, 
composure, find gladness. 

On Kaster-day we find the following emphaticfc 



^ [A foonli vulomt^ vm purcbstftl on tbt stin« libcnJ itnat, tnd 
tkiMi «TU put>liAhfd tihcT lu« 6tni\\ in 1601, vriih '■ A fthort acco init 
ct hu Life," by Ike Hev. Dr. FiaUvKm. A lar^ UHe appeared m 
^1807, by Or. Hill A. C] 

' Pixyen and MtililfttkKif, p. J55. 
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prajcr; *' Alinif;hty and most merciful Father, who 
seest all our miseries, and knowest oU our ncocssilie?, 
look do^^Ti U|x>n me and pitj me. Defend me from 
th€ violent iiicur^iou of evil tliouglit5» and enable me 
to fomi and keep mch resolutions as may conduce to 
the ducliarge of the duties which thy prondenee shall 
appniDt me: and so help me, hy thy Holy npiril, lliat 
uiy heart may surely there be tixed, when? true joy» 
are to f*c found, and tlutt I may ««rve th^^c with pure 
affectipn and a cheerful mind. Have mercy upOD me, 
O Gon, have mercy upon me^ years and infirmities 
tfpprw« mc; tcrrmir atid anxiety bc?^:t OJe. Mare 
mercy upon me, my Creator and my Judge, In all 
pnplexities relieve and free; me ; and so help me by thy 
Holy Spirit, that J may now so commemorate the 
death of thy Son our Saviour Jesuk Chiust^ as that 
wheti thlft short and painful life shall have an end, I 
may, for his sake, Ik- rvccis'ed to e\'erlasting happiness. 
Ameo.''* 

While he was at church, the agreeabJe impressions 
upon bb mind ai-e thus coninicmorated : ** f waK for 
some time distresud, but at Inst olilained, I hope, from 
the God of Peace, more cjuict than I have enjoyed for 
a long time. I had made no resolution, hut as my 
heart grew lighter, my hopes revived, and iny courage 
iucrcjtsed ; and I wnjtc with my ]icncil, in my Common 
Prayer Book, 

■^ Viln in^imiiuf^, 

Mr, Steevcns, whose gencroflity is well knoR*n, 
joined I>r. Jolinson in kind iisai^Uuice to a female icla- 
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tioQ ut Dr. Goldsmitb, and desired that on her return 
to Irdand she would procure aulbentick pnrticulars of 
the life of Irt celebrated rrUUoti. Coacerning her is 
U»e iolioH'ijig letter : 

" TO GEORGE STEETKNS, ESQ- 

** tirar Hin, 

^' Yoir w-ill be glad to hear that from Mrs. Gold*- 
5inith, Trhoin wc Inmented *» drowned, I have received 
4 letter full of latitude to ns all, with promi^^ to make 
the enquiries which wi: n-i:uiiiineiid«l to l»er< 

*' 1 would have had tlie bunmir of conveying this in- 
telligence to Miss CaulScUl, hut that ber letter is not 
at hand, and I know not the direction. You will tell 
the good news. I Qin» Sir, 

" Vour most, &c- 
" F*bruary S5, 1777, •* SaM- JohNSON.'* 

** MR. BOSWELI. TO DR. JOHNSON. 

** MY DBAA sm, " Ediahurgli. Febnmn' >♦- 1777 

^ Alv state of epiittolaiy Accounts with fou at 
pre^etrt is extrtordinar>\ The balance, as to number, 
is on your side. I am indelitcd !o you for two letters; 
one dated the l6ih of November, upon which vciy daj 
I wrote to you, ao that our letters were exuctly ex- 
changed ; and ouc dattil the 2Hi of lX'ceml>er last. 

" My heart was wnrmed wilh gratitude by tlie truly 
kind contents of Iwth of them ; and it is amazing and 
vexing that I have allowed so much time to ela^tsc 
without writing to you. But delay is inherent in me, 
by nature or by had habit. I waited till I sliould have 
an opportunity of paying you my compliments on a 
new year. I have procrastiiialrU till the year ii oo 
longer new. 
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" Dr. AlcmiVs cnuse was dt-tertnined against him, 
with 401. COSTS. The Lord President, and two olber of 
the Judges, dbscnted fwm the mojoiity, upon Ihis 
ground; that although there may have been no inten- 
tion lo injure him liy cuUtiig him Doctor of Altdicine, 
in^cjul of Physician, yet, aa he renion»tmtcd ngainst 
the desi^ation before tlie chart^T was printed off, and 
re|n«seiited that tt was disagrccablp, and even hurtful to 
him, it wm iU-naturcd to refuse to alter it, and let him 
have the deai^dtion to wliich he waa certainly entitled. 
My own opiuioti i^ that our court bus Judged wrong. 
The defendants u'cj"c m mala Jide, fxy persist in naming 
him in a way that he dbllked. Vou remember poor 
Goid*inilh, when he grew important, and wished to ap- 
pear Doctor Mojof'y could not bear your calling him 
Gotdy, Would it not have 1k-cu wron^ tn have named 
him to in your ' Preface to Shakspcare,' or in any seri- 
ous permanent wriiing of any sort? The diflScuUy is, 
whether an action should be allowed on such petlj^ 
wrongs, De mtmmu uon curat lex, 

" The negro cause Is not yet decided. A memorial 
ta prc)iaring on the side of slavery. I sbatl send you a 
copy a» soon as it is printed, Maclaunn h mnde hnppy^ 
by your approbation of bis memorial f>>r the black. 

** Mac(|uarry was here iit the winter, and wv passed 
an evening together. The sale of his estate cannot be 
prevented. 

" Sit Allan Maclean's suit against the Duke of 
Argyle, for recovering the ancient inheritance of his 
family* is now fairly before all our judges. I spoke fi)r 
him yetitcrday, and Miiclaurin to*day ; Crosbk- *tpoke 
to-day against him. Three more counsel are to lie 
hoard, and next woek tlie cause will bo detcrniined. I 
send you the Jnfwmaiioiis^ or Cascit on each side, 

TOL. iir^ H 
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which I hope yoii i*-iU read. Yo« said to me when we 
were unJcr Sir Allan's hospitable roof, ' I will help 
you with mr pen.' You said it with a peoerous glow ; 
and though his Grace of Argyte did aflcrward^ mount 
you upon an excellent horse, upon which ' you looked like 
a Bishop,' yon must not svi'erre from your purpose at 
Inchki^nDOth. I nnsh you may understand the points 
at issue, amidst our Scotch law principle* and phraites. 

[Here followed a full atatc of the cb^, in which I 
endeavoured to make it as cleai' ns I could to an Eng- 
Ibbman, who IimI no knowledge of the foruiulariev 
and technical language of the law of Scotland,] 

" 1 shall inform you how the cause is decided lierc- 
But as it may be brought under t)>e review of our 
Judges, and h certainly to Ik? carried by appeal to the 
House of Lords, the asst^ance of such a mind as yours 
will be of consequence. Your paper on Vicious IntfO' 
mission k a noble proof of what you can do e%"en in 
Scotch tfiw. 

*■ I have not yet distributed all your l>ooks. Lord 
Hailflfl and Lord IMonboddo have each received one, 
and return you thanked. Monboddo dined wilh me 
lately, and, having drank tea, wt- were a good labile by 
ounelvca, and a:* i knew that he had read the ' Journey' 
suinTficially, as be did not talk of it as I wished, I 
brought It to him, ;ind i^ad aloud several passages; and 
then be talked so, that I told Jiim Jie was to have a copy 
Jr&m (hi autkour* He begged ihai might be maiked 
•Dit. 

•' 1 ever am, my dear Sir, 

« Your most faitliful 
" And aflecuoaate faumUe servant, 

■* Jaues Bosw^ll." 
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" SIR AI-EXAJJDEE DICK TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSOK. 

" filB, " I'rcslonfidd, Feb. 17, 1777- 

" 1 HAD ycstertlar (he honour of reccivinff your 
honk of jrour * Juurmjf (n the /lesiern Islands of Scol- 
Itmd* which you w«k m good os to send me, by the 
hanib of our mutual fm-nd, Mr, Bcswell, of Auchinleck; 
for which I rL'ttirn you my moGt hearty thanks ; (iiul, 
after cai'cfully reading it over again, shall deposit it in 
my little cotltxiion of choice book^, next our worthy 
friend's ' Journey to Corsira,' As there are many 
thin^ to admire in both performances^ I have often 
wished tliat no Travels or Journey should be published 
but liiose undertaken by pei-sons of integrity and capa- 
eity. to jud^ well, and describe faithfully, and in good 
lanin^age, the situation, condition, and manners of the 
countries past through. Indeed our country of Scot- 
land, in spite of the union of the crowns, is stiU in most 
places so devoid of clottung, or cover from hed^rc^ and 
plantation.*, that it wn* well you gave your readers a 
sound M^nitoire vriib respect to that circumstance. 
The truths you have told, and the purity of the language 
in which they arc expressed, a-s your ' Journey' is uni- 
versally read, may, and already appear to Iiare a very 
good ciTect. For a man of my aajuainlance, vltj lias 
the largest nursery for trees and hedges in this country, 
tells me, that of late the demand upoti him tor these 
article?; is doubled, and M>inetim(^s tripled. 1 have, 
therefore, listed Dr. Samoet Johnson in some of my 
memorandums of the principal planters and favourers 
of tlte enelosures, under a name wl^ich I took the 
liberty to invent from the Greek, Papademlrion. L-ord 
Audunleck and some few more are of the list, I am 
told that one gentleman in tJic shire of Aberdeen, viz, 

u 2 
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Kr Arcliibald Grant, lia^ jilurted QlK>re fitly millioDS of 
trees on a piece of very wild ground at Monimusk : I 
must enquire if he has fenced them well, before he 
cmten my lifit : for, ttiat is the ?iouI of enclosing. I Itegaa 
myjtelf to pinnt a little, our grotind b(.'!ng too valimfaJe 
for much, and that is now fifty years ago ; and the trces» 
now in my 8cvcnty-fourth year, I look up to with wvep- 
encc, nnd shew tht:in to my ddcst son, now in hi^ fif- 
teenUi yeai', and they arc full the height of my cuunlry- 
Itouse here, where 1 had tlie |ileu8ure of receiving you, 
and hope again to have that sati^raction wiUi our 
mutual fricndf Mr. BoswcU< I shall always contiDue» 
with the truest esteem, dear Doctor, 
*' Your much obliged, 

^' And obedient humble servant, 
** AusxANDEu Dick"* 

" TO JAMES BOSWCLL, ESQ. 

" DEAR St ft J 

** It is so long ranee I heard any thing from yoii,° 
tlmt I am not cttsy about it ; write something to me 
next post. When you sent yo«r last letter, every thing 
seemed to be mending ; I hope nothing hi\^ lately grown 
won>e. I suppose young yVlexandcr cuntiauc^i to thrive, 
and Veronica is now very pretty company, I do not 
suppo!3e the ludy U yet reconciled to me, yet let her 
know that 1 love her very well, and value her very 
much. 

" Dr, BUir is pritiling some sermons. If tliey arc 

* Ffit A tfharatPt^r of ttiu vrrv nmivKIr num. ««« '* Jcurruil fj % 
Tour to tile llrbfidc-V 3d. edit p- 36. [Sec iilio HtOfmphical Die- 
liooary. He 4li«l in 17^50 

» By the then coune of ihc posi, my long leller of the Ulh had 
not )Ct reached him. 
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all like the firsts which I have read, thi^ Arc scrmon€S 
aurci, acauro magU aure'u It is excellCTitly written 
both ns to doctrine and language. Mr. Watson's liook,^ 
i« to be much esteemed. 



" Poor Bcfluctcrk still continues very ill. Langion 
Uvea on as he u^ed to do. His chi)dr<.'n arc very prtttyj 
and, I think, hu lady losca her Scotch. PaoU I never 

50C- 

*' I have been so distressed by difficulty of breathing, 
tliat I lost, as was computed, six-and-thirty ounces of 
blood in a few days, 1 am I*elter, but not wfell, 

** I wijJi you would be vigilant and gel me Gra- 
ham's ' Telemachus,' that was printed at Glasgow, a 
very little book ; and ' Johnsioni Potntata' another 
little hook^ printed at Middleliurglu 

<* Mrs. Williams scnd« tier cotnplintentj> and promises 
that when you come hither, she uill accommodate you 
as well as ever she can in the old room. She wishes to 
know whether you sent her book to Sir Alexander 
Gordon. 

" My dear Boswell, do not neglect lo write to tne k 
for your kindness i» one of the pleasures of my life,, 
which I should be sorry to lose. I am, Sir, 
" Your bumble servant, 
" February 18, 1777. " SaM, JohnsON" 



** TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

« DJCAR SIR, " EdmbBrg!!. Fcb,3+, 1777. 

" Youtt letter dated the 18tb instant, I had the 

pleasure to receive last post. Although my late long 

neglect, or rather delay, was truly culpable, I am 

> Kntory or Philip the Second. 
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tanpled not to regret it» since it lias prodiicccl mc so 
valual})e a proof of your regard. I did^ indeed* duriog 
ttial incxcujiible siteacc, sometimes divert tbc reproacbt^s 
of my oym aiind^ by fmicyio^ that I should bear again 
from you, enquiring with some imxiety about me. be* 
cause, for aught you knc^'. I inight bave been til 

" You an* iil€?Jks«l to diett' me, that my kbidtie!^ is 
of some con»e<juence to you. My heaK i« elated at the. 
tkoiij^ht. Be assured, my dear Sir, tJiat my aSectioQ and 
reverence for you arc exalted and steady* I do not 
believe that a more perfect attachment crcr existed in 
the hbtory^of mutikiud. And it 1« a noUe attacliment;. 
for the attractions are Genius^ Learning, and Ficly, 

*< Your difficulty of breatliing alarms me, and brmgs 
into my imaf^nation an ei'cat, n^hicb although in the 
natural com-se of things I must expect at some jieriod* 
I cannot riev witli composure. 

m « • .#■ • 

*^ My wife 15 much honoured by what you say of her- 
She bcg« you may accept fif hvr bent coniplimcnts. She 
is to setid you 9Qutc marmalade of oranges of licr own 
making. 

*' I ever am, my dear Sir, 
** Your most obliged 

^ And faithful humble servant, 

"'James BosM'tLt.." 



" TO JAlUIS BOSWELL, E^Q, 
*' DEAR Ktfi, 

** I Have been much pleated with your late letier^ 
and am gbid that uiy old eucmy, Mr*. Bo^well, b^nt 
to feel Homc remor»e> As to Mi» Vcrofiica's Scotch^ I 
think it cannot be helped* Aa En^iafa ntaid you might 
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cajfilj have; but she would still imitate the greater 
number, as they would be likewise those whom she 
miLjt mocrt respect. Her dialect will not be gross. Her 
mamma has not much Scotch, and you have yourself 
vvry little, I bojx-' she knows my name, and does not 
call me Johmton? 

" The immediate came of my writing U this : — One 
Sliaw, who ^eems a modest and n decent man, has written 
an Crsc Grammar, which a very learned Mi^hhtndcr» 
Macbean, hiui^ at my request, examined and apinxivcd, 

" The book is xi:Ty little, hut Sir. Shaw las beea 
persuaded by his trienc^ tosetttathalt a guinea, though 
I advised only a crown, and thought myseir liberaL 
You> whom the authour coa^idersasagrcatencourager 
of ini^nious men, ^ill receive a parcel of his proposals 
and receipts. I have undertaken to give you notice of 
them, and to soUdtyour conntenance. You must ask 
no poor man, because the price is really too high. Yet 
such a work deseiTes patronage. 

" It is proposed to augment our club from twenty to 
thirty, of which I am glad ; for as we have several in 
it whom I do not much like to consort with/ ] am for 
reducing it to a mere miacellancous collection ofconspU 
cuous men, without auy determinate chiu^actcr. • • ♦ ♦ 
** I am, dear Sr, • 

" Mo&t affectionately your's, 
* Uaidi !♦, irri' *' Sam. JonNaoN.'" 



** My respects to Aladam, to Veronica, to Alex- 
ander, to Et^ihemia, to David."* 



* J«hiutfft in Ihr m<Hl eommon Engluh fofmfltion of ihe sufname 
horni John t JohiMtM tbt Scotch. Mf illutrioos (H«Dd obaerved 
Uvl many Nonh BrttMs pfonounoH htK name m ih«ir ovm frty. 

* On KO)wn of iMr Afeiiag from him «■ to tciigioa lad poil- 
tida. 
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*' M«. BOSW£Lt TO DR- JOHNSON, 

'* EdiobwrgS. April *, 1777. 

[A.f\er informmg him of the death of iny liUlc son 
Pavid, 4mJ that I could not conic to London this 
spring;—] 

" I think it hard Ihflt 1 should he a whole ycarwitli- 
out seeing yoii. May I presume to petition for a 
meeting with you in the auturon? You liavc, I believe, 
seen all the cathedrals in i-ingland, except that of 
Carlisle- If you arc to be with Dr. Taylorj at Ash- 
bourne, it would not be a great journey to come thither. 
We may pass a few most agreeable days tl^ere by our- 
selves, and 1 will accompany you a good part of the 
way to the southward again. Pniy think of this. 

" You forget that Mr Shaw's Erse Grammar wn* 
pnt into your hands by mywlf lart yo«r. Lord KgHn- 
touiic put it into mine. 1 ftm glad that Mr, Macbean 
approves of it. I have received Blr- Shawn's proposals 
for its publiiation, which I can perceive arc written by 
the hand of a Mastkr- 



" Pray get for mc all the editions of ' Walton's 
Lives.'* I have a notion that the re[Hjl>lication of them 
Vi\i\\ Notes Will fall iijwn me, between Dr. Home and 
Lord Hailcs." * 

Mr Shaw's proposals f for " An Analysis of the 
Scotch Oltic Language/* were thus illuminated by the 
pen of Johnson: 

** Tnoctiii the Erse Dialect of the Celtic language 
has, from the cartieHt timcf, been iipoken in Britain, 

^ [None or the penoog bcre mentioned vxrcutrd the work which 
thfy had ta conlenplatioa. \t'allon'« raluuble book, hoveverp bit 
bcvQ (xxrrctly republished in quarto and octAVo, with noten lod 
iHHiimUoina, by the Rct. Mr. Zooch. Mjit-osti,] 
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and HtjJI subsists in the nortliera parts and adjacent 
islands, yet, by the negligence of a gieoplc rather 
warlike than lettered, it has liithei-to been led to the 
capiice and judgement of every speaker, and has floated 
in the living voire, witliout tho stoadinefi* nf anal^^* 
or direction cf rule*. An Erse Grammar is an addition 
to the stores of literature; aod lis authour hopes for 
the indulgence always shewn to tho^e thait attempt to 
do what was never doi»e before. If hi* work shall be 
found defective, it is at least all h!^ own; he ia not like 
other gratnmariam, a compiler or transcriber; what he 
delivers, he has leanied by alteutive ol>servation among 
his countrvmcn, who perhaps will be themselves sur- 
prized to see that speech reduced to principles, which 
they have used only by imitalion. 

" The use of this 1}ook, will, however, not be con- 
fined to the mountains and i^^lands; it will afford a 
pleasing and important subject of speculation, to those 
who><? studies lead ihem to trace the affinity of lan^u:»£^f 
and the migratiom of the ancient racus of mankind," 

" TO DR, SAMUEL JOHSftOW. 

" MY DEAR SIB, - GJn^guw, April 54, 1777- 

" OuK worthy friend Thrale's death having 
appeared in the news-papers, and been afterwards con- 
tradicted, I have been placed in a state of very uneasy 
uncertainly, from which I hoped to be relieved by you : 
but my hopei bate as yet been vain. How could you 
omit to write to me on such an occasion. 1 shall wait 
with anxiety- 

" I am going to Auchinleck to stay a forinight with 
my father. It is belter not to be there very long at 
one time. But freijucnt renewals of altentioA arc 
agreeable to him. 




106 



THE LIFE OF 



nrn. 



" Pray tcU mc about this cxliliou of * Knglish Poet* 
with a Prefoce^ biocjuphical and cntical^ to cacb Au- 
tliour, by Sumue) Johuson^ LL.D/ which I see adrci^ 
tised. I am delighted with tlie |)nnpect of it. Indeed 
I am happy to feci that f am cApible of being so tnjch 
ddt^fated with literature. Rut h not the charm of thU 
puhlimtiMi chieny owing to the magttum nemen in the 
fipnt of it ? 

** What do you «ay of Lord Chesterfield'^ 2hlcmoirf 
and lu«t LcttctB ? 

** My wife hti» m4ule iiiai'iiialade of orange* for yoo. 
I lei^ her and my daughters and Alexander all well 
yesterday. I hare taujjht ^'eronica to speak of you 
thus ;— l>r. JohmoM, not John^row. I remain, my dear 
Sir, " Vour most aflut^tionnle, 

** And obliged humble senrant, 

*' James Bosweix* 



^' TO JAMES BOSWELt, ESO. 

" DEAR Sill, 

•" The rtojy of Mn Thraie'a death, aa he had 
neither been sicJc nor in any other danger, made so little 
imprcsaion upon me, t!mt I never thought about obvi- 
ating it» effects on any body else. It h »upi>o3ed to 
have been produced by the English cwitoni of making 
April fools, tliat is, of sending one another on some 
foolish errand on the first of April. 

" Tctl Mrs. Boswell that ! shall taste her marmalade 
cautiously at first, Timco Danaos et dona fercnteSt 
Beware, say* the Italian proverb, of a reconciled enemyi 
But when 1 fmd it docs ne no harm, I aball then 
receive it and lie thankful Ehrit, as a pledge of firm, aw^ 
I ho|>e^ of unalterable kJndnctti. She is» after all* a 
dem-j dear lady. 
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** Hcdse to return Dr. Blair tlinnka for bis sermooa. 
The Scotch write English wonderfijily wclL 

" Your frequent visits to Auchinleek, and your 
«h<H't >ttay Ihcrt', nrc vor)' hiudithli^ and very judicioti*- 
Your pirvsficot concord with your father gives mc grcut 
^>kasurc; it was alt that you »eenKd 1o wont. 

•■ My h«ilth i» very bttd^ attd my nights an." very 
unquiet. W^hat can I do to mend them ? I have for 
thii summer nothing hctler in prospect than a journey 
into Stallordshire and i^erhyshire, perhaps with Oxford 
and Birminp-hmn in my way. 

" Make my ct>eiiphmcnt5 to Miss Veronica; I must 
leave it to her philosophy to oomTort you for the loss o£ 
little David. You must remember, that to keep three 
out of four is more than your share. Mrs. Thmle has 
hut four out nfeieven. 

•* I Rfti engaged to wnte little IJves, and little 
Prefaces, to a little wlition of the Engiidi Poets. I 
think I have persuaded the lKM>k5cller8 to in^^rt some- 
tfain^ of Thomson ; and if you could give me som« 
information nhout Iiim^ (or the life which wc have i9 
very scanty, 1 should be Rlad. 1 am, dear Sir, 

•* Your most afflctiouale humble servant, 
" May 3, 1777. " SaM- JohxsonV 

To Ihosewho delight in tracing the progress of woriffl 
of Htereture, it will he an enlertaiiunent to comport: 
the limited design with the am[^ execution of that 
admimhkr performance, " The live* of the Knglish 
Poets/' which is the rieliest^ mort lieantiful, and indeed 
most perfect, production of Johnson'^ pen, Hi» notion 
•f it at ibi« time ap|ieftrs in the preceding letter. (Is 
haa a memorandum in this year. " 29 May, Kartep- 
Kvc, I treated with hookselkra on a bai^in, but the 
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time was not long" * The bargain was concerntng 
that undertaking ; but his tender consdcnw seems 
alarmed^ lest it should have intruded loo much on 
his devout preparation for ihe solemnity of the ensuing 
day. Rut, imloixl^ very little lime was necessary for 
Johnson's concluding u treaty with ihe Iiookscllors ; &s 
he hadj I believe, less attention to pro6t from his la- 
ijour*, than any man to whom literature ho* been a 
profesMon* I shall here insert from a letter to mc from 
my late worthy friend, Mr, Edward Diily, though of a 
later date, an account of this plan so hupiiily cuiieeived; 
since it was the occasion of procuring for us an elegant 
collection of the best biography and altidsm of ^hich 
our language can boast. 

" TO JAMES B03WEI.L> ns<i. 

*' DEAR SIK, « Souihill, Sept. 2$, 1777. 

*' You find by this letter, that I am still in the same 
calm retrcatt from the noise and hustle of London, ai 
when I wrote to you last. I am happy to find you had 
such an agreeable meeting witli your old friend Dr. 
Johnson ; I have no doubt your stock is much incivased 
hy the intcr\Tew; few men, nay I may say, srarcely 
any man has got that fund of knowledge and enter- 
tainment as Dr. Johnson in conversation. When he 
0|kcns freely, every one is attentivt- to what he says, 
and cannot faJI of improvement as well as j>leasurc. 

" The edition of the Poets, now printing, will do 
honour to the Englisli press ; and a concise account of 
the life of each authour, by Dr. Johnson, will be a very 
valuable addition, and stamp the reputation of this 
edition superiour to any thing that is gone before. The 
first cause that gave rise to this undertaking, I 
beUeve, was owing to the tittle trifling edition of the 

' f^)rcn and Mediuiion^, p. IfJ. 
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Poetj, printing by the Martins at Edinburgb, and to be 
sold bjr Bcll,in I-ondon, Upon examining tt*e volumes 
which wca* printed, the t)"pe was fbuod so extremely 
small, that many persons could not read them ; not only 
this inconvenience attended it, but the inaccuracy of the 
pre^s was very conspicuous. The*;f? ivasom, n% ucll as 
the ide» oP (in invnAion of what we call our Literary 
Property, induced tbe London hookftellerK to print an 
elegant and accurate edition of all the English poct^ of 
reputation, from Chaucer to the present time. 

" Acfordiuj;ljr a wlect number <jf the moat respectable 
booksellers met on llic occasion : aiMl, on consuilinfj 
togetlier, agreed, that all the pro|)Tietons of copy-right 
in tbe various Poets should be summoned together ; and 
when their opinions were given, to proceed immedi- 
ately on the business. Accordingly a meeting was 
held, consisting of about forty of the most respectable 
booksellers of I^ndon, wl»en it was agreed that an 
elegant and uniform edition of * The English Poets ^ 
should l)e immediat*?Iy prinled, with a concise Account 
of the life of each authour, by Dp, Samuel Johnson ; 
and that three persons should tie deputed to wait upon 
Dr. Johnson, to solicit him to undertake the Lives, viz, 
T- Davics, Strahan, and OdcU. The Doctor very 
politely undertook it, and seemed exceedingly pleased 
with the proposal. As lo tbe terms, it wai left entirely 
to the Doctor to name his own ; he mentioned two 
hundred guineas;'' it was immediately agreed to; and 
a fanbcr compliment, I believe, will tie mode him. A 



* ^Johnson^s noderatUM in demntutinf^ fo »matt a sum In extra- 
ordinary. Had he ask«l one tbousnnd, or tvtn fifteen hundred 
gi^ncas, IhebookvcUcm, who knew the mlue of hn name, woM 
donbOen hare rcadilf given il, Tbey liare prolubly ^t five thou- 
und ^itnru by thii work ia the course or iwenty-fiTc yean. 
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committee was likewise oiipointed to engage the best 
CTgravers, viz* Bartolozjri, Shcnrin, Hall, &c. likp- 
visic another otnmittcc for giving directions fihottt^the 
paper, printing, &c. so that the whole wiU be canductcd 
mth sfHrit, and in tlic best manner, with respect to 
authorihtpteditorship, ensTQv>nj?s,&c. &c. IMv bi-other 
will give you n Uit oi' the Poets we mean to pivc, tnany 
of «-hich are witliin the time of the Act of Queen Anne, 
vliicli Martin ami Bell cnnnfit give, as tl«*jr Imve no 
property in them; the proprietors arc almost all the 
Looksellcrs in London, of coci»ec]uencc. I am, dear Sir, 

*' Ever yoiir's, 

I diall aftcri4'Ard.4 have occasion to onuidcr the 
exten&ireand varied range which Jolinson tovktwlicn be 
vas once led upon ground witkb he trod with a jK-cuUar 
delig^htf having Ion<; been intimately acquainted with alJ 
tlic circumstances of it that could intere&t and i>lea5e. 

^ DB. J0BX90X TO CHARLES O'COKKOH, RSQ,^ 
"' 8JU, 

*^ Having Imd the pleasure of conversin^^ with 
Pr. Campbell about your character and your literary 
undertakings I am resolved to gratify myadf by renew- 



' Mr. JoACfh Cooper W^tlk^, of ibc Tr^tjanry, DubUa, vrho 
oblipngly cownUTiicBtoil to »9 ihi* luid a form** lrlt«r fnMii Dr. 
Johnwn 10 the ft»mt gcnilcmfln, (for which see Vol. X, page 276J 
writfs to me ks fT>]lowT( ;— ** Pcrh&|>i ll would jcrttlfy you to Irnire 
wm« Mcoont of Mr. O'Connor HcUAnumiable. lennted, *«nevible 
old gcaiUnnna. tA u indcpcMknt Wlanc, who liro M Maaafm, b 
the coi&tyDf itoftcomiaofi ; lit ia an «diaired wiit^, and pieiabttitf 
the Lri^h AoKlonj.^llia aborv Lfiitcr ballvtM to is tliv Ticbce lo 
tkc $d •ilii' of liu DiMciU p. 9.'— N(r. O'CottBcr ATicrwvd* died at 
th« age of f igiiy-iwi?, July 1,17^1, Sm a wvll-dn«» diuaoUrof 
him in Uie Gcatleman'ii Mu^a^oe for Au^wt, 179L 
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mg a correspondence which begun and ended a grtat 
■while ago, anil tndcdj I am afraid, by my feult; a fault 
which, if you have not forgotten it, you must now 
ibrgive. 

" If I liave ever disappointed you, give nie leave to 
tdl yoUt tbat you have likewise disappointetl nie. 1 
expected great discoveries in Irish anlujuily, and large 
publications in the Iri.<li Intigua^; but the world still 
remains as it w«9, doubtful and ignorant. -M^at the 
Imh latigUDgc J5 io it^elT, and to whnt languages it has 
affinity, are verj' interesting quL-slions wliicU every man 
wishes Io $ee resolved tbat has any pbilolc^eal or his- 
torical curiosity. Dr. Ldnnd begins ius history too 
F^lBle ; the ages which de^rve an exact enquiry arc those 
times {for such there were) wlicn Ireland wa3 the school 
of the west, the quiet habitation of sanctity and litera- 
ture. If you could give a history, though imperfect, of 
the Ithh nationt from ita conversion to Christianity to 
the iiiviision irum England, you would amjiiify know- 
ledge with new views and new objects. Set about it, 
therdbre> if yo« can : do what you can easily do with- 
out anxious exactness. Lay the foundatioui and leave 
the superstructure to posterity, I am^ Sir, 

" Vour humble ^naut, 
*iM»j I9t 1777. " Saju, Juhnsoh.*" 

Early in this year came out, in two volumes quarto, 
the po^hutnou^ works of the learned Or. Zachary 
Pearcc» Bishop of Rocltestcr; being" A Commentary, 
with Notes, on the four Evangelists and the Acts 
of the Apostles.'' vvith other tliedogical pieces. John- 
son had now an opportunity of making a grnteful 
return to that oxccHent prebte, who, we have seen, 
waa the only person who gave him any assistance io 
tl>c oompilation of his dictionary, Tlie Bishop had 
left soitic account of lus life and character, written by 
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hiniself. To this Johnson made some raluable addi- 
tions,+ and also furnished to the editor, the Reverend 
Mr- Derby, a DpcUcntion^t which I shall here insert, 
bolh ln-cftiise it will appear at this time with peailiftr 
propriety ; and liecause it will tend to propngsto and 
incrcoflc that " fervour of Loyalty" which in mc, who 
boost of the name ofToiiYt la not only a principle, but 
a pjLS^ion. 

" TO TBE KIKO- 
" SIR, 

" I PRESUME to lay before your fllajesty the last 
labours of a learned BiBhop, who died in the toils and 
duties of his calling. He is now heyond the I'each of 
all earthly honours and rewards ; and only the hope of 
inciting others to imitate him, makes it now fit to be 
remembered, tliat he ei\ioyed in his life the favour of 
your Mnjesty. 

*■ The tumultuary life of Prince* seldom permits 
them to survey the wi<lc extent of national interest, 
without losing sight of private merit; to cxhihtt quali- 
ties which may be imitotod by the highest and the 
humblest of mankind : and to be at once amiable nod 
great, 

^ Such characters, if now and then they appear in 
liistorr, art- contemplfltcd with admiration. Mar it be 
the ambition of all your subjects to make haste with 
their tribute of reverence: and as posterity may team 
from your Majesty how Kings should live, may they Icam 
likewise from your {leople how they should be honour- 
ed. I am, 

" May it plea«* your Mnjesty. 

" With the most profound respect^ 
'* Your Majesty's 
■* Most dutiful and devoted, 

" Subject and Sen-ant,* 



I 
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In the summer he vrrote a Pmlogwe* which wbs 
ipokeu before ** A Word to Uie Wisc,*^ a comedy hjr 
Mr. Hu^h Kelly, which had beci? brought upon the 
sta^ in 1770; but he licing a writer for ministry in 
one of tht> newft-jmpfr*, il fdl .n sacrifice to popular fury^ 
and» in the jJay-hooae phras«, was datuned* By the 
generosity of Mr. Harris, tho propriotor of Covcut- 
Garden theatre, it was now cxhilnted for one night, foi- 
the henefit of the authour'±t widow and children. To 
conciliate tlic favour of t)ic audience was tltc intcutioa 
of Johnson's Prolo^c, M'hich, as it ia not long-, I s^halt 
here insert, as a proof that his poetical talents were la 
no degree impaired. 

" Tail nifhi prfsenCA & pUy. which publick ra^e, ^ 

" Or rii^ht or wrmiK, once hoot«d from ihc at^e : 
** From zeal or malic*', now no moTc ire drrad, 
** For Kngliuh veugtfanc^ ^vars not v:ith lhe<f€ad. 

*• The m&n vrhom Fat« hiu laid wh«n» all muU lie, 

** To wii. reviving from its aulhour'A dust, 

" Be kii>d, yejtidgvfi, or nt kont be juM ; 

" Let tio renewed hoKtilitlc« invnde 

" Th' oblivioai graved invioUblc Rhude. 

*' Let one great pnymcnt tvery cimm ftppeas^. 

" And hiu who cannot huri, nlluw lu jflcai^e ; 

" To plcvc by jccnc4, tincon»ciouJt of ofence, 

" By harmlew merrifMnl. oruA^iil nrnnf. 

** Where ftoghl of bright or fair the piece 4li«playi« 

" Approve it only ;— "lis loo btc lo pniise. "- J 

" If nanl of akiU ot w»ni of enre appear, 

" Fovbear lo Ww ;— the jtoel cianoi hear. 

" By all, like Hlid, man praiie and Mnme be found, 

"' At Iwl, a fleecing glcnm. or trnpiy ftcund ; 

" ^'ct then fthnll calfD reflection ble** ih« night, 

" \i*hen liberal pity (ligiit&ed dHight : 

" When pleasure £r'd her torch at virtue's flame, 

<* And mirth wa« bounty with an hombler Dame." 

A circumstance which could not fail to be T*ry 
VOL, UI, i 
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to Johnson, occurred this rear. The Tragedy 
af " Sir Thomas Ovcrtwry," written by his early com 
poaioD in London. Richard Sava^*, wns brought out 
irilh alterations at Dmry-Iane theatre/ The Pmlogue 
to it was written by Mr. Richaixl RrinHl^-y Sheridan : 
ia which, ofWdevcrttMng very patlieticaiJy ihe wrctchi-d' 
ncsai of 

" No parent but lh< Mu««-, no Inaad but ircav'n : 

fie introduced an elef^nt compliment to Johnson on 
Ms Dictionnry, that wonderful performance which can- 
not be too often or too highly pr«t!wd ; of nhieh Ml*. 
Harris, in hb " Philological Inv|nirie*,"'' justly and 
liberally ob«ervc«L> '* Sucti is its merit, that our language 
does not possess a more copious. learned, and valuable 
work.*' The concluding lines of tliis Prol^^e were 
the^: 

" So picadii the taJe^ thnt givn to futnrv tiiiKS 

" The oon'i oaafbrtoi^n And thf parent's ciinxn ; 

** Th^rt vKall bi* 6fttn« (if dwn'J U>-night) nopriv*, 

" Fix'd by Tii£ nA?n> twat siDi ovu lakocaok ljtf-" 

]Slr. Sheridan tiere at oace did honour to his to&te 
and lo liis liberality of Bentimcnt, by showing that he 
was not prejudiced from the unlucky difference M'hich 
had taWcn \Aace between hi:* worthy falher and Dr, 
Johnson. 1 hare akcady mentioned, that Johnson was 
very desirous of recondliation with old Mr, Sheridan. 



f [Our autliouTluLD here fillni mto a ilighl miitalic : the pro* 
logot Cotbit revived Irageity bcinj^ vrrittoa bf Mr. Shcndon, Mr. 
Botwell Tvry nfttimll}' itt|)f>OB«d that i( irt> performed at DruTyltnv 
tbcaCre. But ia Tict, as Mr. Kcmble obMrvet to xat, it «as ftct«d nt 
the theatre b Covcnt G>rd«n. Malokb.] 

* Pan Flm, Chnp. v 

»■ ■■ Lift ^ nkWd Saraget by Dr. Jotn-wu" 
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it n-ill, ilicrcioK-s not seem at alt surpri^inji^ that lie was 
zeaioutf in acknowleiigiDg tiio britliant merit of his soiu 
While it had m yet been displayed only in the drani% 
Jolin^ou pro|>osed him bs a member of The Liteilakv 
Cluu, obsemng, that " He who ba» written the two 
best comedies ofliU agi^ is aiircly a considerable man.'* 
Aud he had* accordini^ly, the honour to be elected ; for 
an honour it undoubtedly must be allowed to be, when 
it is considered of whom that society coasists, and that a 
single bkck bail eselude^ a candidate. 



" MR. BOSWKLEi TO UB. JUUNSO:*!, 

" MY DEAR SIR, " Ju\j% J7T7- 

" Fur the healtli of m;c "^^^^ ^^^ childivn I hare 
takea the little cijuntry4touM^ at which you vl&iU.'d ijiy 
uncle, Dr. Jto^vrell, who, having lu^ hi^ wife, i^gone to 
M\e with his son. We look po^^^ssion of our villa 
about a week ago; we have a garden of Uu-ee ijuartcrs 
of an acre, well stocked with fruit-trees and Dowers, ami 
gooseberries and cuirantSt and peaf^e and I>ean3, and 
cabbages, kc. &e. and my chUdicn are <iuite happy. I 
now write to you in a little study, from the window of 
which I see around me a vcrdaot grove, and beyond it 
t[ie lofty raoiiiitain called Arthur's Seat. 

** Your last lettiT, in which you desire me lo send 
you some additional information concemiDg Thomson, 
reached me very fortunately just a& I was going to 
I^nark, to put rny wifc'^i two ncphevv'tf> the young 
Campbell'^, to school there, under the care of Mr. 
Thomson, the master of it, whose wife is sister to the 
author of ' The Seasons/ She is an old woman ; but 
her memory is very good ; and she will with pleasure 
giie me for you every particular that you wi^h to know, 

1 3 
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and she can tell. Pray then take the trouMe to send 
me «uch qut^tions as may lead to bio^aphical materials. 
You say that th<: LiFi' which vrc have of Thomson in 
scanty. Since I received yonr lettci\ I have read liis 
Life, piiWished under the nnmc of CiW)er, but as yoo 
told me^ really written hy a Mr Shif-Is ;^ that written by 
Dr. Miii^docli ; one pnfiNcd to an edition of the *' Sea* 
sons," published at lulinlnirgb, which is compounded 
of both, Willi tbe ftdditif>n of an anecdote of Quin'* 
relieving Thomson from prison; tbo ohridgcmcnt of 
Murdoch's Account of him» in the ' Biogrn)»hin Britan* 
nicii,' tind another abridgement of it in the ' Biographical 
DicLiouury/ enrictied with Dr. Joseph Warton's critical 
pancgvrick on the ' Seasons,' in hh ' Kswy on the Ge- 
nius and Writings of Pope:' from all these it appears 
to me tb&t we have a pretty full account of this poet. 
However, you will, I doubt nor, shew me many blanks, 
and I ?thaU do m Iiat can be done to have them filled op. 
As Thomson never returned to Scotland, [which ^OH 
will think very wise,) his sister can speak from her own 
knowludifc only as to the early part of his life. She 
has some letters frt>m him, which may pi*ol«ibly ^vo 
light 05 to his more advan«*d pmgrejt*, if *Jie will let 
lis see tbeniy which 1 suppose she will. I believe 
George Lewis Scott^ and Dr. Armslront; are now his 
only mrviving (x>mpanion», while be lived in and aE)Out 
London ; and tbcy, I dare &ay, can tell mure of biin than 
Is yet known. My own notion is, that Thomson was a 
much coarser tnan than his friends are willir^ to ac- 
knowledge. His * Seasons' are indeed lull of elegant 



' • Set p.27,S8, of ihifl volume. 

* [tjeoTsc LfCwia Scoic, Em^. FMl.S. an ftnUble aii4 learntd in«ii^ 
J6rm«r4y Sub'prcc«ptor to liU prt^^m [l>tc] Maj«k1)-, und AArtw^rdi 
ippoaiKed a ( oiitmisfwacr of KxcUt. He drtd in I7H0. MALOtca.] 
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and [lious scolimcnts : but a rank soil, nay a dungbill, 
will produce beautiHil flowers. 

" Your ttlhion ^ of the * English Poets' will be 
very valuable, on account of the ' rrelacos and lives/ 
But I have wen a specimen of an edition of the Poets 
at the Apollo press, at Rdinbur^i, whidi, for excel- 
Itnce in printing ami engraving, highly deserves a libe- 
ral encouragement, 

" Moflt sincerely do I r^rct the bad heoUh and |j<ul 
reat with which you have been afflicted ; and I hope 
you aie better. I c.tnnQt bdievc that the prol^^c 
which yo*i generously pave to Mr, Kelly's widow and 
childa-n Uie other day, is the elFuuon of one in sickness 
and in disquietude: but external circumstances are 
never sure indications of'tlie state of man. I send vou 
a letter which I wrote lo yoti two years ago at Wilton : 
and did not send it at the time, for leur of being r^ 
proved U5 indulging too much tenderness: and one 
written to you at the tomb of IMelanethon, which I 
kept back, IcU 1 should appear at onc^.-: too super- 
stilioiifl and too enthudastick. [ now imagine that 
perhapc they may plenite yoi>. 

** You do not take the Iea«t notice of my proposal 
for our meeting at Carlisle.* Though I have merito* 



' [Dr. JoliniKKi ivn» not iht Editrr of ihlM (j^tlection of the 
EogltftK PocU; be Mtcrrly Fuminhccl iKc biogrnpbicul preface* urilh 
wlikh iln «nrich«di mt m rightljr ital«d in atubfecqticiit pagf. 

H« itideeil, frovn a virtuotn moiiw recocnio ended the wotIu of 
roitr Of &f«poru(ivhninlLe laHntuned) tob? added to the collectJcoi : 
bat he i» no othenriw Answerable for any nhich fnv found there, or 
ttB3r which Arc oiBiiied- — Tb« poem of Golduuth (who>e life I know 
he intended to wriLet for I collected uinic mntenala (n it by his de- 
ftircj were omitted in conncqutoce of a p^ny <tcluMic iRlcrebl in 
■«inv of thcnt, rested in Mr CArtiDti, ■ booUeller. MalokcJ 

* Dr. JolinAon had himt^lf f^lk^ or<ujr tn-'tng CkHuI^ togtihct, 
Hi^h wta a brourite word of hin lo d«aoU a (icoan of rank. He 
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riously refrained from vuitinfr London thiH year, I aak 
jou if it would nt>t bo wrong Lbnt 1 sliould lie two 
'years mUiout having' the lient-fit of your convcrsitlion, 
vheu, if you conic dovn as far as Derbyshire, wc may 
meet at the cxinmcc of a fuw days journeying, and not 
many pounds. I wi»h you to see Carlisle, which mack 
me mention that |iUn.\ Knt if yoti h^ve nr>t a deaire 
to complete your tour of the English cathedrals, I will 
i'take a larger share of the road between Hiis fince and 
Aabboumc. So tell me where you wiXl fix for our 
possinc^ a few days by ourselves- Now don't cry * fool- 
ish tdlow,* or ' idle do;;/ Chaiu your buiuour> and 
let your kindness play. 

** You will rejoice to hear that Mbs Macleod, of 
Rasay, is mamed to Colonel Mure Canipliell, an exr 
ccUcnt man, willi a pretty good estate of his own, and 
the profipccL of bavinj^ the Earl of Loudoun's fortune 
-and honours, la not this a noble iot for €ur fair Hfr- 
liridean ? Mow happy am I that she is to be in Ayr- 
shire, We slwiU have the Laij-d of Ka?iay, and old 
Alnlrolm, and I know not how many galhnt Macleods, 
and bagpipeti, Arc. ^c. at Auchinleck, Perhaps you 
nay meet tliem all there- 

" Without doubt you ha%-c read M-hat is called ' The 
Life of David Hume/ writtai by himself, with the 



«aU 10 ne, " $ir, I beliere we vaay raect at the Iwiise of a It^Mnna 
CatbslklG My in CmnlnrrUjicI ; a btgti Imd^, Sir,' 1 aficrwonli 
dttcorcrnl ttiul hr mtant Mn. S Indian il, sulcr of Chnrtcs Town- 
Ifj, Eb^ urluMie my nobl^ oollcction of «tatue« and piclttrr^ i< iwC 
non In b« adinim!, thaa his rxtnoHinnry and poliK r^adfiKw in 
alrew^a^ it, wh\ch I and sevi'rttl of my MraJs havf a^ccably ex- 
imienced. Tbey who are ponKCMcd of vnlimble frtorc* of grtlifira* 
lion to ptfBonsof tnMr, %hoM ntercbe tli<ir licrcvoknct in im* 
puUag tlie pivutfic. itraiefal acknowltdgcmrntH bit thic to M'dbore 
fUlfa Agar, E«q. f«r ibv libvntl *cc<m which he in pivwcd to allow 
ai> liu «x<piMi« «oll««bon of ptciuivt. 
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letter from Adam Smith subjoined to it. h not this aa 
age of daring effrontery ? My friend Rfr. Anderson, 
Profl^ssor of Natural Philosophy at Glasgow, at who^e 
hou^v^ you and T rnipp^d. nnd to whose care Mr. Wind* 
ham, of Norfolk, was ontriiictod at that Univi>rsity, 
paid roe a vicil Utcty ; and after we had talked with 
indignation and contempt of the pobonou» productions 
with Hhich thb age is infcslcd, he smd there w*u> now 
an excellent uppoituiiity hr Dr. Johtii«ou to st^rp forth. 
I igrei-d with him that you might knock Ilumc*^ and 
Smith's heads together, and make vain and oston* 
tatiotis infidelity exceedingly ridiculmis. Would it not 
be worth yotir while to crush sucJi noxious weeds in tlic 
moral ^rden ? 

" You have said nothing to me of Dr. Dodd. T 
know not how you think on that Subject; thongb the 
new9*l>apers give us a saying of your'* in favour of 
Alercy to him. But I own I am rery desirous that the 
royal prerogative ofremift^on of punishment, sFioiiId he 
empbyed to exbit»t an ilUi^trious instance of the rv^rd 
which GOD'S VtctCERi^NT will ever «liew to piety 
oud virtue. If for tcn^rightcous men the AlmighTIT 
would have spared Sodom, .shall nut a thousand acts o£ 
goodness dune by Dr Dodd couutcrbdlance oue crime? 
Such an instance would do more to encourage good- 
ness, tl)an hts execution would do to deter from vice* 
t am not afraid of any b;ir] con»e(|uencc to society : for 
ftbo will perscTere for a long course of years in a dis- 
tingtutfliod diicharge of religious duties^ with a vIqw to 
commit a forgiuy with impunity? 

** Pray make my be:*t compliments acceptiWe to 
Mr and AIr». Thrale, by assuring tlieai of my hearty 
jo; that the Master^ aayou call him, is alive. I hope 
I shall o(len taste his Champagne — 4ob<rly^ 
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" I have Tiot heard from Laugtcn for a long time, 

I suppose he is as umal, <^rF>\ 

• Stndwu iht bw momttiU to deceive/ .^}fi •^ % 

" I rcmam, my dear Sir, ^^j|r^ 

*' Your most affectionate • 

" Ai4 luithlul huml^e ^rvant, 

" James Bo&weli." 

On the 9$t\ r>f June, I n^in wrote to Dr Jultnson 
CBclostDga ship*m aster's receipt for a jar of orange- 
]3aarma]ade, and a large packet of Lord llailos's 
" Atmaiti of Scotland.** 

" TO JAMES BOSWELI., ESQ, 
" DEAR Sm^ 

** I HAVE just received your packet from 3fr, 
Thrale^s, but have uot daj-lif^it enough to look much 
into it. 1 am glad tliat I have credit enough ^vith 
Lord HaiW to be trusted irith moi^e copy, I hnp^ In 
take more care of it than of the last. I retitni Mi"*. 
Bosw'ell my aUcctionate (hanks for herpreKcni, which 
I value as a token of reconciliation. 

** Poor l>odd woj put to dehih yciiicrdayt in oppo- 
»itjcn to the rccommcndnlion of the jiiry,'^lhe petition 
of the city of Lnnd^m, — and a subsequent i>etitioti 
^gned by ttiree-aud-twenty thousand hand?;. Sun^ly 
ihc voice of the pnhlick, vrhea it calls so loudly, and 
calls only for mcmy. ought lo be heard, 

" The saying that was given me in the paipeis I 
iiever spoke; hut I wrote many of bis petitions &nd 
some of his letlei^f. He applied to me very often- He 
wan, 1 am afraid, Ion;? flatli'reii with hopes of life; but 
I had no jiart in the dreadful delusion ; for as soon a» 
the King had signed his sentence, I obtained from Mr* 
Chamicr nn account of the disiKwition of the court to- 
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wards him, wttfa a declaration that U»crc cr^ »o hope 
cvtn of a respite* This letter immediately was 1^ 
before Dodd ; hut he believed tho?«c whom he wi4ied to 
be right, as it is Uiou^ht, till witbiu thret days of his 
end. He died with pious compoeiurc and resolution. 
I liave just seen the Ordinary that attended him. I-Iis 
addresii to hti^ fellow conf ii!tH onimd(?d the K[othodists ; 
but ho had a Moravian with him much of his tim*. 
Mis moral eharacter h very l»ad : I ho|>e all is not true 
tliat is charged upon him. Of hi^ hdiaviour in prison 
an account will be publi-thcd. 

" [ givf yuu j(jy uf your country-houwc, and your 
|)retiy garden ; and hope some time lo see you in your 
felicity, I was much pleased with your two lelters 
that had heen kept so loii^ in store;* and rejoice at 
Aii&i liiisay*?} advancement, atid wish Sir Allan success. 

" I hope to meet you somewhere towards the nortJi, 
but am louth to come tjuite to Carlisle* Cau we not 



J Since tticy h^/t bten m much lionourtd bv Dr. John^rin, 1 
thtiU here insert thrm : 

" TO MJt. K4V17ILL JOtlSSCV, 
" UY tVica I>RAK AVD MUCI|-ai:«rEC:Ti:i> BlU, 

" Yov kn<rtr jay sokma «nthii»t:tora of lointL. Vou love ac 
for itj and I re«pccl my»rir for il, bcCQUtc in «o fur I rnvmblv Mr. 
JoKnnn* Yuu will \vt ngrccnbty turprixoil. when you kani the 
rcaaon of ny writing this leucr. I lun M U'iti^mUfrjr. in Suxony. 
1 ora m iHc old church wher« the Keformiiion was firii prvat^Ued, 
and where some or ihc rpfonticm lie irilcrrcd. I C4an9l Tc*isl ihc 
Acridu i^easure of writing to Mr. Johniton frv>ni the tuinb ol Mv- 
toficthQn. My )mper Tnu upn the gmvr-ntone DflbiLi great and 
good in«o, wttQ wa« undoubtedly the wotthtcat of all the rcformen. 
K« wiibnt t9 tf^fom flbuAfB whieh had b««n iniroilucwl ioto lh« 
Church : boi had no private rrnrnUnr-nt i<i ^mxMy. So inlM wo^ be. 
that when hu ngcd mother consulted him wiUi atixiety on ihe pcr- 
plctin^ dispute* of the timet, he odvlMed her ' to keep lo the old 
Kligion,' At ihix tomb, ihcn, my ever dear and reipccted friend! 
I vow to thee an eternal aitachtneni. It shnJl be my Mudy lodo 
whai I can to render your life bAppy : and if you die before lue, I 
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mod at Manchester ? Btit we will s^tlc it in some 
other Icltcrs, 

" Mr. Seward,* a great fa^rouritc at Strcatham, kw 
been, I think, enkindled hy our travels, with acuri- 
ORity to see the Highlands. I ha^'e ^ven him letters 
to you and BeatHe. He desir*^ that a lodging may }yt 

shal] codtavcmt to do hooour to your memory; and, ekviLted \w tbt 
rCDirm Wnce of yciu, pcniul In ooble piety. Mny God, ihe father 
of aU bcing»» ever Wms you ? and may you continue to love, 
" YouT moitaffcctionitlcfrWd, and derotrd servant. 



" TO DR, tAMUEL JOUSiOBt. 



■a 
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'■^iv DBAS «ik, " Wilton-hOuM, 

" EvrRT %ccne of my Ufc rnntirmfl the truth of what you hmt 
iolA rat\ ' there U no certain hnppinrw in this stnte of being.' — I 
am here, araidnt a,\\ that )'cu know \% at lx>ni Pembroke'^ ; and yet 
1 am weary and gloomy. 1 an Just Ketling out fur the houst of ao 
old friend in DcvonnhirVp and Khali not get back to London &ra 
week yet, Vou tiold lo me la^l Good'frldny, wUh n corOiJLliiy that 
wa/med my hcnrt, thnt if ] came to ncuic in London wc nbouU have 
a day fiird evpry veek, to meet by ourtclve* and talk freely. To 
be thougiht worthy of &nch a privilege cannot but exalt me. Dunng 
my piwenl ali^cncc from you, while, noiwithklan^ing the gaiety 
which you allow me to powt**, I am darkened by temporary clouds, 
I beg to have a tev.' line* Iwm you ; n few lint« merely of kindness, 
on a Tiatictiii lilt 1 nee y^u again. In your ' Vanity of Human 
Wvhcs,' and \n VixmtWn ' Conlenttncnl,' [ (nd the only tore 
■leana of enjoying happinesi ; or, at lca«t, the hoptia of happrnesa. 
I over an, ttith reverence and ftfTeetion, 

" MoAtfatthfiillyyoors, 

" Jambs Bojwtlu" 



* Wiirmm Sowurd, Ksq. F. R. S. editor of " Anecdotes of i 
iliHtingvt«h«<1 p«nionB/' &e. in fitur volumeB, 8vo. well know* toa 
■umcriUH nnd v:iluable aequaintan<^e for hU litrmture, lore of the 
fine artA and social virtues 1 &ni indebted to him lor aevcral com* 
muni cat ion?( concern ing Johnuin. 

(Thiv geolleiDan, n-ho was bom in i7-%7. uid «nis educated at 
the Cbarter-Houav, at>d a[ Uxtfprd, died in London, April M» 
1769. MaLuvtO 
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tak^n for him at Kdinhorgh, iignifiHhi« nrriviiL He 

19 ju«t M?ttJl)gDUt. 

*^ Lnngton hAS b«pn f>xi^rcising the tnilttia. Mn. 
'UlUism^ is, I fear, declioing. Dr. LawTence »nyfi, he 
, ican do do more. She is gone to summer in the coun- 
.iry» with «s mnny convcniencks about her as she can 
lexpect ; but I have no f;reat }ti»]ie. We must mU die: 
JXmy wc oil be prepni^d ! 

I suppose Albs Boswcll reads bcr book^ and 
f^ovng Alexandrr takes to his learoing. I^ me hear 
about them ; for erery thing that belongs to you, be- 
longs in a more remote degree, and not, I hope, very 
note, to, dear Sir, 

" Your^s affectionalelf, 
AhcSS, im. " Sam. Johxson" 

TO The samb. 

" This ^ntleman is a great favourite at Streat- 
ham^ anil therelore you will easily believe that he has 
very viilualdt^ qualities. Our unrrativc hajt kindh'd hini 
ith a desire of visiting the Highlands aiWr having 
ready seen n great part of EiirojH:. Vou mtiet receive 
as a iriciidp and when you hare directed htiu to 
le curiucfities ufKdiiibuigh, giv« him insti^ctions and 
naiidatioti^ for the rest of hU journey. 1 aiu, 
Sir, *' Your mtjsi hutnble servant, 

-^ Jutrei*, 1777. *'Sam. JoH^seN-" 

Johoson's benevoleDce to Che unfortunate was, I 

confident, as Rteady and active a» that of any of 

■tboie who have been most eminently distingubhtd for 

that virtue. JnnumeraUe proofs of it I hare n» doubt 

■»tU be for ever conci*ak^l from mortal eyes. We may, 
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howevt:T, form some Judgmeut of it, from the many 
and various instances which have been discoveTcd, 
One, whidi happened in the course of this summer, is 
remnrkiihl« from the nflme arrl connexion of the person 
who was thf oljj«*t of if. The circunutAnce to uhkh 
I allade is ascertained hy two letters, one to Mr. 
XnUington, And another to the Rcv> Dr, Vpc, rector of 
Lambeth, son of the respectable clergyman at Lichfield, 
who was rottteinpoi'ftrv wtUi Juliu^n, ami in vthosc 
father's fumilv Johnson had the ha|ipincss uf being kind- 
ly rcceiveil in his early years. 

" D8- JOHNSON TO DEKKKT LANGTON, KSQ. 
" DEAR SIU, 

" 1 HAVE lately been much disordered by a diffi- 
ctjUy of breathing, but am uom.' bettert I hope your 
house is well. 

" You know we have been talking lately of St- 
Cron, at Wincbi^li-r ; f \ia\v nn old arqiiaintanee 
whose distn?^ makvs him %'ery dei^Wius of an ho^pitaJ, 
and 1 am afrdd 1 have not iKlrcngth enough to get htm 
into the Chnrtrcux- lie is n painter, who never rose 
higher than to Ejet his immediate living, and from that, 
at etghty-thrce, he is disabled by u slight Htrokruftbc 
pahy, such as does not make him at all hL'1[iluss on 
common occasions, though his hand is not steady 
enough for his art. 

"* My request is. Uiat you will try to obtain a prtH 
mise of the next vacancy, from the Bishop of Chester. 
It is not a great thin^ to ask, and I hope we shall ob- 
tain it. Dr, Warton has promised to favotir him with 
his notice, and 1 hope he may end his days in peace. 

** I am, Sir, your mo<it humble servant. 
" June 29, 1777- " SaM. JoHNSOK" 
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** TO THR BETEBEND DB. TYSE, AT LAMDETIT, 

"sm, 

" I DOUBT not but you will readily forgive me for 
Uking tlie liberty of rec|U€StiD]cr your 85si5tancc to rc- 
commcnUiag an old fnend to bis (vi-nre the Archbishop 
as GoTr^nior of the ChurU-T' house. [ 

'' Hiri name is De Groot: ~ he wok bom at GUmi^e^ 
ter; I liave known him many refir«. He has all the 
common cloims to charity, being old, poor, and infirm 
to a grt'ut flcgree. He has likewise another claims to 
vhidi ito Mlii^lar can refuse attentiuu ; he in by several 
descents tbe nephew of Hugo Grotius ; of htm, from 
whom perha)i6 every man of learning has Icamt some- 
thing. Let it not be said that in any lettered country 
a nephew of Grotius asked a thanty and was refuted. 
I am, reverend Sir, 

" Your most humble servant, 
•' Joly9. 1T77. '< SaM- JoHKSON.' 



« TO THE KRVEREKD DR. VYSE, AT LAjUBETH. 

" I V any notice should be taken of the recommend- 
ation which I took the liberty of serrting ymi, it will be 
necessary to know that Mr. Do Groot is to be found at 
No- 8, in Pye-etreet, Westminster. This information^ 
when I wrote, I could not give you ; and l>cing going 
soon to Licbficldt think it necessary to Ik: left bc'liiiid 
me. 

" 3Iore I will not say. You will want no persuasioa 
to succour the nephew of Grotius. 
" I am. Sir, 

" Your Diost humble servant, 
- JoIjM, 1777. " Sam. Johnson." 

(^ Inac d« Gfoot.^^Tbin poor man was rtcciv^d into tbe Charter- 
Jioo»c, where be died Feb. 8, 1779- A. C] 



I9£ 



TBE UF£ OF 



im?. 



" THE EKVKBKKU I>K. WSE TO 3nt. BOSWELl-. 
" SIE, ■' Lnmbtih. June, 9t J TOT. 

^ I HAVE searched in vain for the letter whic>i I 
spoke of, and winch I wished, at your dcstfc. to com- 
muuicjitc to you. It was from Dr JohnAon* to return 
me lhank?< fur my npplir^Rtion in Archbtfihr>i» Cnmwallis 
in favour of poor de Groot. lie rtjoices at tbe success 
it mot witJi, and is larish in the praise he bestows upon 
htfi &TouritCt Hugo Orotiu5. I am really aorry thatl 
cannot find this letter, as it is worthy of the writer. 
That which I send you enclosed," is at your s^rrice. 
It is very sJiort^ and will not perhaps be tiiouj^lit of any 
consequence, unless you ^ould judge proper to consider 
it as a proof of the very humane part which Dr, JohQEon 
took iu behall* of^ a dii^tressed and deserTing peif>OD. 
« I am. Sir, i- 

" Your roost obedient humble servant, 

" 1>B. JOHI>7SON TO MH. EUWAftO DU.1.T. 

"Sin, 

** Tu the collection of Eng^i^h Poels 1 hare recotn- 
meniWd the volume of Dr. Watts to be added ; im dooic 
Lu lor^ been hold by me iu venoratiinj, and I would 
not willingly be induced to tell of bini only tliat he wns 
bQJV cui^ di(d. Yet of hid life I know very UtUc, and 
" therefore must pass him in a manner very unworthy of 



* Hic precciEog Idler. 

* [Dr. Vy%v, at ny rci^untt voa no obliging «• onc< mar* to «ft- 
, dtavcur la rpcr>ver tb^ Uttvr nf Johnton, to whtrk he nlliulrtr bvt 
. viltlOBt fUCtcss; for. April 25, 1800, he wrote lo me iha* ; " I have 

agunatvcfavd b«t in wn» for one of hts lettcn, m wtkich he qwilct 
in hit own rcrroux %Xy\tt of Hogo GroiJui — Dc Grooi ww cleEjIy a 
taeandiBt of ttio bmilr of Gfotius, uid ArcbbtslUf ConmlLU 
^vilU^gly coa>pl]<ft with Dr. Johmoa's roqnt*^* M^okk,] 
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his clmracler, unless some of his fiiendd will lavour me 
witb the iHXdAaiy information; many of tbem must be 
known to y<ui; and by your iofluence perliapb I may 
obtain some instruction: My plan doo^ not exact much; 
but 1 wish to di^inf^uidb Watts, a man who never 
nrrote but for a good purpoiu:. Ik* pleased to do for 
tn^ what you can/* 1 am, %r. 

Your humble semnt, 

July T. 1777. 

" TO Dft. SAAiCBL J0UN50H. 
*• MV DEAR SlJt, '- Edhobufffb, Julr 15, 1777. 

** l^HK fate of poor Dr. Dodd nuulc a dismal im- 
pression upon my mind. 

*< t had angneit>' enough to divine that you vi^te his 
speech to tln^ Recorder, l>cforc sentence was pro- 
nounced. I am glad you have written so much for 
him; and 1 hoiK- to tie favoun?d with an exact list of 
the flcveral pieces, when we meet. 

" [ received Afr, Seward aa Uie friend of Mr. aod 
Airs. Thrale> and as a gcntiemaii rccuiautended by Dr. 
Johnaon to my attention- I have introduced tiim to 
Lord Kames, l^rd Monfaoddo, and Mr- Naime- He 
is gone to the Uighlands with Ur. Gregory ; when he 
letunis I shall do more for him. 

" Sir Allan Maclean lia$ carried thnt branch of^his 
cause, of which we had good hopes : the President and 
one other Judge only were againj^t liim. I wish the 
Hottfie of Lairds may do as well as tlie Court of Sesaion 
ha9 done. Bui Sir Allan bait tint Oie lands of Brolos 
quite deared by this judgement, till a long account is 
made up of debts and intcirestn ou the one side, and 
xcnta oil the other. I am^ however> not much afraid of 
the balance. 
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" Macquarry's estates, Staffa and all, were »old yes- 
terday, And boiighl by a Campbell- I foar he will have 
little or nothing left oiit of the piircha-se money* " ■ > 

'* I <iend yoii tlic case apainsl thp negro, hy Mr- 
CuIIcn, son to Dr, Ciillcn, in opposition to EVfachurin's 
for liberty, of which you have approved. Pray read 
this* and tell inc what you think as a Poliitchm, aa 
well as a Poctj upon the subject. 

* Be »o kind as to let mc know how your lime is to 
be di5iributcd next autumn. I will meet you at Man- 
chester, or where you please; but I wish yoti would 
complete your tour of the cathedraK and come to 
Cariisle, and I will accompany you a part of the wtty 
homewards. I am ever^ 

" Most faithfully yours, 

" JaMKS BofiWELL," 

** TO JAMES HOSWELU ESQ, 

"DEAii srn. 

*' Youu notion of the neccsAity of any c^irly inter- 
view h very pleading to lioth my vanity and tcndenie^H, 
I 5liall perhajis come tu Carlisle another year ; but my 
money lias not held out ^o well as it used to do> I shall 
go to AshhoumCf and I purpose to make Dr. Taylor 
invite you. If you live awhile iiith me at his house, 
we shall have much time to ourselves, and our stay will 
be no expcnce to us or him. I sh^tll leave London the 
38th; And, ailrr some stay at Oxford and lichfield, 
shall probably come to Ashhoume about the e[id of 
your Sc'ssion : but of all tliis you shall have notice. Be 
satisfied we a^tII meet somewhere, 

" W'hat passed between me and poor Dr. Dodd, you 
sIulU know more fully when we meet. 

" or law-suit:* there is Jio end ; poor Sir Allan mu8t 
havu another trial, for which^ however, his antagonist 
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cannot be much blamed» having tvro Judges on his side. 
I am moi-c afrfiid of the debts timu of the House of 
I-^ords, It is scarcely to be iniagiiicd to what debts will 
swell, that arc daily increa$iuj]: by small additions^ and 
how carelessly in a state of des{kei'ation deliLs arc con- 
tracted. Poor Macquarry was far from thinking that 
wlieii he flold hi« i%lan<U he Khould receive nothing. For 
what were they sold? and what was thrir yearly value? 
The admission of money into the Highlands will soon 
put an end to the feudal mode:» of life, hy making those 
uien landlords whcj were not dikb, I do nut kuow 
that the people will suffer by the change; but there 
was in the patriarchal authority something venerable 
and pleasing. Every eye must look with pain on a 
Ccmpbdl turning the Ataa/uarries at will out of tl»cir 
sedcs aiUa\ their hereditary island. 

" Sir Alexander Dick is the only Scotsman liberal 
enough not to be angry that 1 could not find 1rees> 
where trees were Dot. I was much deliglited by his 
kind letter. 

" 1 remember Ka«ay with too much pleasure not to 
partake of the happiness of any port of that amiable 
family. Our rainhlc in the Highlands hangs upon my 
iniuginotiun, 1 can hardly help iniagiuing that we shall 
go again. Pennant seems to have «een a great deal 
which vrc did not see: When we travel again let us 
took I^etter about us. 

'* Vou have done right in taking your uncle's house, 
S6me change in the form of tile, gives from time to 
time a new epocha of existence. In a new {ilace there 
is something new to he done, and a different syit<jju of 
thoughts rises in the mind. I wir^h I could g:ither 
currants in your garden. Now Gt up a little study^ 
and have your books rendy at hand; do not ^pare a 
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little money, to make your habitation pleasing touj 
yourself. 

" I have dined lately wilh poor dear ■ ■ I do 

not think he ^oc^ on weJ. Hh talile is ratlier coarse, 
and tie has his children too miidi about him.^ But he 
is a very good man, 

" Jilr^, Wtllinnis is in the country, to try it she can 
improve her health ; she is very ill. 3Inttcrs haTc 
come so about, that »he is in the country with very good 
acoommodation i but age, and ^cknctt, and |iride, have 
made her so peevish thut I was forced to bribe the maid 
to stay with her, by a secret stipulatiott of bulT u cromi 
a week over licr tvagc«* 

'* Our Cuuu enifed its session about six vrceks ago. 
We now only meet to dine once a fortnight- 3Ir- 
i>unning, the f^reat lawyer, is one of our menibeni, Xbe. 
Thrales are welL 

" I long to know bow tbe negro's cause will Iw de* 
cUifd. What is the oi)inion of Lord Auchinleck. or 
I^rd Mailcs, or Loi-d Moubodda? 

" I am, dear Sir, your moat Afrt.*ctionatc, &c. 

*» J1I799. 1777. " Sam, Johsson,** 

" DR. JOHNAON TO MRS. IK>»WKLL. 

•* THOfcn I am well enough pleased with the 
taste of sweetmeats, very little of the pleasure which I 
received at the arrival of your jar of marmalade arose 

' ThM rtry jM rcouvk I h«pe ^11 tM coik»1anUy htW in tcoicm* 
bnece by pofenti* vlio ore in ^^m^ml too flpi to indut^ their own 
Imi^ TetVifi^ for ihcir chilxiTeti ol the eipencc of that rrivnii. Tli* 
caaiDoii coMooa of intrTducinK them ufier duiiwr is bighlf iajwficW 
Oda- It i> ■grccnblc enough ihnt iliey xhoold appcv al aaj other 
lioK; but they ihould oot be »uflerei) to poiMci Ihc nomcnLs tA 
fcKtiTit; byauraclia^ the aueation of the conpany, and in antaaoer 
civntpellhli; thcta from polilcntru 10 aay ^vhal they do not ihiab. 
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from eating it. I received it as a token of inendsliip, 
as a proof of reconciliation, things much sweeter than 
sweetmeats, and upon this consideration I return you, 
dear Madam, my sincerest thanks. By having your 
kindness I think I have a douMe security for the con-> 
tiniiance of Mr. Boswdl's, which it h not to be ex- 
iwrti'd thnt any nmn can long ke^p, when the influence 
of a lady so highly and so ju&tly valued operates a^ifist 
him. Mr. Boswell will tell ?ou ihat I wii9 always 
faithful to your interest, and olwnys cndcovourcd to ex- 
all you in liih c^tiniiition. You inu^t iiow do the same 
for me. We must alt help one another, and you must 
now consider me as, dear Madam, 

*• Your most obliged and most humble sen'antt 
" Juiy 22. 1777. ** SASr. JoirKSOK,"* 

" MR- DOSirELI- TO DR, JOHKSON. 
•* MT URAR KIR, Edinburgh, Ju!f28, 1777- 

*' This is the day on which you were to leave 
I/>n(Ion, imd I have been amusing myself iu the intervals 
of my law-drudgery, with figuring you in the Oxford 
post-coach. I doubt, liowever, Lf you hare had so 
merry a journey as you iiiid I hud iu that rcliiclc last 
year, when you made so much sport with Gw^ti, the 
architect. Incidents upon a journey are recollected 
with peculiar pteasui'c; they are preserved in brisk 
spirits^ and come up a^in in our minds, tinctured with 
that gaiety, or at least that animation with which wc 
first perceived them," 

p added, tbat wmctbing had occurrpd, which I wm 
afraid might prevent me from meeting him; and that 
my wife had been affected with complaints which threat- 
ened a consunipUaOf but was now better.} 
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» TO JAMCS BOS^ELL, ESQ. 

** DEAn Sl«. 

" Po not disturb yourself about our interviews: 

ll hojM? v-c stiaU have many; nor think it any thing 

hanl or vnusuftJ* that your desi^ of meeting me is in- 

t^^n-iqitod. ^Vc have both endured greuter evils, and 

hiivc greater cvib to expect. 

'* Sirs. Boswcli'a illness makes a more serious dis-r 
tress. Does the blood me from her lungs or from her 
stomach? From little vessels broken in the stomach 
there is no danger Blood from the lungs is, I believe^ 
always frothy, as mixed with wiii<l. Your phyaicions 
know very well ivbat i^to Ijc done The loss of such a 
lady would, indeed, be very afflictive, and I liopc she is 
in no danger. Take car^ to keep her mind as ea^y as 
possible. 

" I have left I-angton in IvOndon, He has been 
down with the militia, and ifi again quiet at heme, 
talking to bis little jKJoplc^ as I suppose you do some- 
times. Make my compliments to Miss Veronica.* 
The rest arc too young for ceremony. 

'* I cannot but bojie that you have taken your 
o>untr>''-house at a very ^ea^onablo time. &nd that it 
n)ay conduce to restore or (^^stahlish Mrs. Boaweirs 
licidth. Oft well ti< provide room iind exercise for the 
young ones. That you and your lady may both be 
luippy, and long enjoy your happiness, is the sincere 
and earnest wish of, dear Sir, 

" Your most, A;c. 
" Oxford, Aug. 4j J777- " Sam, Jounson." 

' [I'hifi young lady, tb« nuthour'n Mwi daugMer, and at this 
lime ubout fire yeart old, diml ici Ltnidun, of » €uiibuiDpu<?ni four 
loontlitf after her f&tlicr, Stpl. 26^ 1795- Malok«.)- 
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[Iiiforniiiig him that my wife had coiitlEiucd to grow 
better, so that my abnniDfif apprehensions were re- 
lieved : uud that I ho|kcd to disengage myself from the 
other cmliarrassmcnt which had occurred, and therefore 
requesting to know parliailarly when he inleudttl to be 
at AshhoiirneJ 

" TO JAMKS l>05Wi;Li.| KMl. 
" DEAR STRj 

•' I AM this day come to Ashlwunie, and have only 
to tdl you, llmt Dr. Taylor says you shall l)C nelcome 
to him^ and you know how welcome you will be to me- 
Make Iiaste to let nic know when you may be expected, 
" Mvtke my compliments to Mnt, Boswell, and tell 
her, I hojke Vk'e shall be at variance no more. 

" 1 am^ deal Sir, yonr moat humble scrvamt, 
"Au|;, 30, 1775. " SaM. JoUSHOK,'* 

*' TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 
" DEAR SIR, 

'* On Saturday I wrote a rery short letter, imme- 
diately upon my arrival hittier, to $hew you that 1 am 
not less desimui of the intemew then yourself. Life 
admits not of delays; when pleasure can ht had, it is 
6l to catch it : every hour takes away part of the things 
that plco^ ws, and pcrha|is jwrt of mir dis|>ositioii to be 
pkax-d. When I came to Lichfield, I found my old 
friend Ilorry Jackson dead. ° It was b loess, and a loss 
not to 1)C repaired, as he was one of the coni)ianion5 of 
my childhood, I hopewc may long continue to gain 
friends; but the friends which merit or usefulness can 
procure u«, are not able to supply the place of old ac- 
quwntanoe, with whom the days of youth may be re- 
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traced, and those images revived which gave tiic earliest 
delight. If you and I live to be much aider, wc siiaH 
tflkp grpnt dpiig'ht in lalkingover the Ilebridean Jniimoy, 
" In the mpan time it may not he ami.'t^ to ooutrivc 
some other little adventure, but what it can be I know 
Dot; leave it as Sidney sayB, 

' To virtue, fortune, lime, and womnn's brca«t ;'* 

for I believe Mrs. Boswell must bare some part in the 
consultation. 

* [By nn oM mniskt, in the Snx thr^e edltiona w« find a reading 
la Uitft linr, lo which Dr Jnhrmnn wnuTH hy no meann havr ^ub- 
»-rlt>ed . tviite having been lubititulcd for /iW. That rrroirr probft- 
Irly was a tnittftke m the transcript pf Johmon'* criginnl lelter, bk 
faaad-wvitiag beiag ofleti very difficult to read. The other deriaiion 
in the brginninff of the liae [virlac \ti%Uad of naiMre} muAt be Attn- 
Ijutfd to hu memory having deceived Mm ; niid ihcrcron; \)^\ not 
bccu dutorbcd. 

Tbc vrrve cfontcd ii the concluding Itno of a aonnet of Sidccf^t, of 
%bich the raritent copy, 1 believe, i« foond in HnrriAf^on* ininila- 
tion of Arioctto, 1591. in ihe noiea on the eleventh b<»ol :— *■ Aad 
therefore/' laji be, ** Ihu cxrclJent rrrM.- of :^iT Philip Sydney ir hri 
fim AACADtA. (which J know not b^ vrh^Lt miitbap k left nui in the 
prUited tH>okc)i [ito. 1^90,] a \a mine o|)inion worthk to be rintibeil 
aadfoHoiTcd, to mnkca tnjcand virluoua m'fe; 

" IVbodothdnira tbalcbM hU irifethould bee. 

*• Kim be he injc, for truth <l<nh truth dc&crrc ; 
•■ Tlien be he nuch, m she hU worth may ve, 

" And, al»^ie» one, credit with her preserve: 
*' Not lojing kpd, nor ciitiieiesd]r unkvnd. 

" Not stirring tbovghtv, nor ret deoym|f ngbl, 
" No* tpving faulu, nor in pl^D« erron bliad, 

*' Never bird band^ not ever nj-m (ftin<) too light; 
"JUfar frutn want, u fur from valnc expense, 

" Th' one *»ib enforce, the t'other doth entice i 
" Aitovr good compute^ iMt drive from ihvaee 

" AU lilihie moqthA that gloirie in their rice : 
" Tikis cuinc, thou li«at no more but lc«v« Ibc re^t 

■'To nalurv, fonune« frwe, andvmatan'ii bmit." 

Italic Ihb opportunity to aiU, ih«l in EftOLjjib't pAavAiiVf, a 
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** One thing yoti will like. The Doctor, so far as I 
cAn judge, is likely to leave iih enough to otmelves. 
He was out to-day before 1 rame down, nnd, I fancy^ 
will 4tAy out to dinn<^r. I have brought the ptiper« 
about poor Dodd, to ahow you, but you will soon hove 
dbpatchcd them. 

" Before 1 catnc away, I wut poor Mr^. Williuni^ 
into the country, very ill of u (nluiiou^ dulluxion, 
which wastes her gmduolly away, and which her phy- 
siciaa declares him^lf unable to stop. I supplied her 
as far as could be desired, with all conveniences to 
make ber exciirsion and abode plca^tant and useful. 
But I am afraid she cau only liu|^er a short tiine in a 
morbid slate of weakness and pain. 

** The Thralm, little and grctat, arc all well, and 
pnrpofie to go to Brighthelni stone at Michael mas. 
They will invite me to go with them, and perhaps I 
may go, but I hardly think I shall like to «tay the 
whole time; but of futurity we know but little, 

** Mrs, Porter i* well ; but Mr*. Aatoo, one of the 
ladies at Stowbill, has been struck with a palsy, from 

collation nf patftTy printed la J600, the neccnd COPpId of (hi* 
umnct in tKun coTTvpiLy exhtbttctl: 

'*ThoD ht be »ach vt hr hi« morr/i mnysc^, 
" And blmicA on< credit nthi^h her prf»cfYC i 

a vnmtion, *bicli I ihi.' rather meniton. bcciiu^c the r^nrTinf^ of that 
booi b»i« btcn trumfihnntly quoli^d, when the)' hn|>[>enc(1 Xo coia- 
gmIc «nth the tojiTinucittionA of thp flccourr) Folio Klinon of Shrilc- 
■pnre'ii play* '^ 1032, m add>ik|; 1 knuiv not what (Icgrce of Aaiho- 
rily fluid Authcotieity to the Uu«r ; aa if Ujo comprionJi of one book 
(jinil xhtxt abnundin^ W\\\\ ihc grcMMtl £ft1ulWtIom of live nuthount 
from whow; ivork% its fxlracls are nmdc) could give any LJnd of svp- 
pait to nnoiher, which in every pn^ is still move Bidultmitcd und 
imftuthfttL See Mr. Stceven's Shakspcare, vol. xx-p- 97, 5lh edit, 
1803. Maiohi*] 
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which she is not likeJy e\'ci" to rccoTcr. 
may Bitch a stroke fall upon us ! 

** Write to me, and let us know when tre may 
expect yoo, I ain^ i:l«ir Sir, 

" Your mmt humble «cn.*ant, 
** A.h1>Kinic. ScpU 1, ir77- " SaU. JoIINSOX/' 
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'^EJinburgh, Srpi. 0, 1777- 

[Afier informing him that I was to set out iit'xt day, 
in order to meet liim at Ashbourne:—] 

" I have a pi"esi*nt Fop you from I^rd Hailes ; the 
fifth hook of ' LactanlUis,' which he ha** puhlUIied with 
Latin notes. He n also to ^ve you a few anecdotes 
for your • Ufc of Thomson,* who I find was jH-ivate 
tutor to the present Earl of Iladington, Lord llailea's 
L-ouiFiiif ti circuni&t^fiL'c not mentioned by Dr. Murdoch. 
I hare keen expectations of delight from your edition 
of the English Poets." 

** I nm sorry for poor Mrs, Williams's situation* 
Yon will, however, have the comfort of i-ellccling on 
your kindness to her. Mr. Jackson'^ death, and Mrs. 
Aston's patsy, are gloomy circumstances. Vet surely 
we should be habitualcd to the uncertainty of hfe and 
health. When my mind i* uncloudpd by melancholy, 
I consider the tcmpomry di?lressea <;f this state of being 
as '* liKlit aJfUctions," by stretching my mental view 
into that gloriou'i after-ex iitenoe, when they will ap- 
pear to be as nothing. But present pleasures and pre* 
sent pains must Ik: felt. 1 lately read ' Ra»das ' over 
again with sausfactiou. 

" Since you are dcstrous to hearabout Macquury's 
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sale, F shall inform you particularly. The gentleman 
who purchnsed ITIva, u Mr. Campbell, of AuchnAha: 
our friend Afacquarry was proprietor of two-thii'ds of it, 
of tvliich the rent Vk'm 1561. Ss^ Ijd. This porcci was 
set up at 4t06gl. 2,s. Id. but it sold for no le^ than 
5,5401. The othci' Untxl of Ulva, with the island of 
Stofla, belonged to Macquarry of Ormaig- It^ rent, 
including lliat of Slaffa, S3h l'2s. 2Jd,— scr up at 
2,I7SI. I6s. 4d.— sold for no less than 3,540L The 
Laird of Col wished to purchase UIva, but he Uiought 
the price too high. There may, indeed, be great im- 
provrment5 made there* both in fishing and agriculture; 
but 'the interest of the purchase-money exceeds the rent 
fio very much^ that I doubt if the bargain will be profit- 
able. Thcr^is an MnuA rallied Littif- Colonftay, af lOl. 
yearly rent, which I am inf<>rmtHl hns lielon^ed to thf^ 
Macfpinrry* of Ulva for mniiy ages* but which was 
lately ctnimed by the Presbyterian Synod of Ai^ll, in 
consc^jucncc of a grant made to them by Queen Anne. 
It i*f believed that tlieir cfaini will l>c di»nii»5ed, and 
th:tt Little Colonsuy will also be sold fur the udvaritage 
of Macquarry's creditors. \Vhat think you of purcha- 
sing this island, and endming a school or college there, 
the master to lie a clergyman of the Church of Kngtand ? 
How venerable would such an iristitution make tlie 
name of Da. SAiknjEL Jonxsox, in the Hebrides! I 
have, like yourself, a wonderful pleasure in recollecting 
our travels in those islands. The pleasure is, 1 think, 
greater than it reasonably sboidd I>e, ransidering that 
we had not mudi either of beauty or elegance to charm 
our imnginatiDnp, or of rude novelty to astonish. Let 
us, by all means, have another expedition, I shrink a 
little f^om our scheme of going up the Daltick.' I am 
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aorry you have already been in Wales; for I liish to 
•ee it. Shall we go to Ireland, of ii'hich I have seen 
but little ? We shall try to stnkc out a plan when ire 
are at Ashhoumr. I am ever 

** Your most faithful humble f;ervant» 

" James Eoswell." 

*' to james doswell, esq. 

•' DEAR MB, 

** I WRITE to be left at Caiiulc, as yo« direct me ; 
but you cannot have it. Your Letter, <latcd Sept. 6, 
was nut at thia |ilaci: till titis duy^ Thursday, Sept. 11 ; 



owlf laclmnl to TMlive th* pwyrrt d" oof going ujj ili« BnliipV, 
which I Ind >Urt<fd when n« Kcrc in the hte of Sky; for he thus 
«rn(«sto Mn.Thmle; Lttien, Vol. 1, |)af:c366: 

" A*l.bouTnc, Sept. 13,4777, 

" BOSU'EI-L, I briievc, i* coining. Mctnlki^ nf being here lo- 

^tof ; I shall be gtod to see him i buc he ahtitika from the ISMcick 

"expedition, wh^clt, 1 Ui>nk, i« Ibc bc«t «c!ierac In our power ; vrhftC 

tv« t\\m\} lubttitutc, I knov not. He w* Ate to tvn Walet; but, 

except ihc woodt 4*f Boch^m/rh, whai ti ihere in ^Vales. ihat 

C»ti fill (he hunger of ijifnoranee, or qt^och Ihe thirst of cunosity P 

WVmay, pcrhjipi, form some tchemc or other; but, in the phroAe 

of HccJd^ in the Hejir^ it i% pfty he hu not n ^tcr bottom" 

Such an nnloiir nf mind, nnd vi^ar of crterprixe, it ndmirahle 
nt nny Oftc^ bat more |)anjculjalT no M the ndiinctd period at 
which Johiwoci rna then tLrrivcd. 1 kio lorry tic^ ibixt I did wA 
liMiBl on our ^«ctiting thM tcheme. Beiidei Ihe other objeeu of 
Airioaiity aad obvefvatioo. to hnre seen my il1u(Jrioi» friend re- 
Cielred, ai h« ynbably vrould hare l>ec», by a prince fo emiitntly 
dbitu^ifaH for his variety of taWnU aad acqakitioaa aa-tht lata 
Kinf of Sweden s nadby thcEmprcM of liuttia» «vhoae cxtnordi- 
mry abinrlci, Informatioti, and magaiaioiityt ovtonifth the vorld, 
would hare afforded buoUc lubject for cooieroplatuMi and record, 
nii rvflectioa nay pOMbly be thought too visionary bj^tho B4t« 
wtUu and eold-hlooded (virt nt ny r«adna ; jti I own, 1 frequenlly 
fa < alta iv «Mi aa «atacsc uaatniH^g k|F^ 
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and I hope you will be here before this h at Carli^.^ 
However, what you liare not going, you may have le- 
turmng : and Afi I believe [ shall not love you le» after 
our interview, it will then be as tnic as it 15 now, that 
I 4sct o very high value upon your frienU«hi{>, and count 
your Idndnoai fuf one of the chief fclidLi^ of my life. 
Do not iancy that an iiilci'itiissiun of writing is a decay 
of kindness. No nnn hi always^ in a disposition to 
wiite; nor has any man at all times something to say, 

" That distrust which intrudes so often on your 
mind is a mode of melancholy, which, if it be the him* 
ness of a wise man to be happy, it is ftjolish to indulge; 
and^ if it he a duty to preserve our faculties entire for 
thi-ir proper usei it is criminal. Suspicion is very often 
an useless pain. From that, and all other pains, I 
wisli you free and safe; for I am. dear Sir, 

** Mmt BflTiTCtionntrly yours, 
" Aihboiirn<. Sep*, n, 1777- ** S^M. JomCSON.** 

On Sunday f\'ening, Sept. 14, I arrived at Ash- 
boume, and drove directly up to Dr. Taylors door. 
Dr. Johnson and he Appeared lM^forc I hod got out oi 
the pofll-cljaisc, and welcomed mc cordially, 

I told lliem that I had travelled all the prec^og 
nighty and gone to bed at Lcck» in Stafflvxbliirc ; and 
that when I rose to go to church iu the anemoon» I 
was informed there had been an cartlKjuake, of which, 
it sccnis, tite shock liad been felt iji ^omc degree at 
Ashbourne. Jounson. *' Sir, it will he much exagge- 
rated in public talk: for, in the first place, the common 
people do not accurately adapt their thoughts to the 
objects; nor, secondly, do they accurately adapt I heir 
word« to their thoughts : tliey do not mean to lie ; 
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but, takinjEfno puns to beexacl* they give you very 
&Ise accounts. A f^rcat part of their language is pro- 
verbial. If any thing rrirlcs at all, they say it rttckx 
like a cradle ; and in this way they go on." 

The subject of grief for the logs of relations atid 
'{ricDds being introduced^ I observed that it was strange 
to consider how soon it in general wears away. Dr. 
Taylor [neiitioried a geiUleinan of the nei^tihourhood as 
the oi>1y iii:^taiice he bad ever known of a person who 
bad endeavoured to retain grief- He told Dr< Taylcff, 
that atler liis lady's death, which affected him deeply, 
he r&ftj/tfrf that the grief, which he cherished with a 
kind of sacred fomincM, should be lasting; but that be 
found he could not keep it bug. Johnson. '* All gri«f 
for what cannot in the course of nature he helped, soon 
wears away; in some sooner, indeed, in some later; 
but it never tnntinue^ vpry long, unlesH where there is 
^adneijs, such as wiU make a man have pride so fixed 
in his mind, as to imagine hiingclf a king ; or any other 
pas^on in an tinrca>onable way: for all unnecci(t<ary 
grief in imvi^te, and therefore will not be lr>ng rcUiincd 
by a 30und mind. If, indeed, the cauac of our grief is 
wxasioncd by our own iniM'ondiict, if grief is mingled 
wilh remorse of coDscicnce, it should be lasting.** 
BoswEi.L. " But, Sir, we do not approve of a man 
who very soon forgets the loss of a wife or a friend," 
JonNsoN. " Sir, we disapprove of him, not hec»use 
he soon forgets his grief; for the sooner it is forgotten 
the l)etter, but Ijecause we suppose* that if he foigels 
his wifi* or his friend soon, he has not bad much affec- 
tion for Ihem " 

I was somewhat di^ppointed in finding that Iho 
edition of the English Poets, for which he was to ft-rito 
Prefaces and Live*, was not an undertaking directed 
by him : but that he wib to furnish a Preface and Life 
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to Any poet the bookscllci-s ])lea$cd. I asked Kim if he 
would do this to any dunce's works, if they should ask 
him. Johnson- " Ves, Sir; and sny he was u dunce." 
My friend seemed now not much to relish talking of 
Ihiv edition. 

On Monday, Septemherl5, Dr. Johnson observed, 
that cvorj- liody commeiidod such part« ofhi^ "Jour- 
ney to the Werfeni Ulnndj;" as were in llw-'ir own 
wftj- " For insCancCf (iaid he,) Mr. Jack»on (the all- 
knowing) told mv tiierc was moic ^^ sen^^e upon 
U'ade in it, tlian he should hear in the House of Coni- 
inotis in a year, except from Burke. Jones commended 
the part which treats of language ; liurke that which 
describes the inhahitants of mountainous countries/' 

After breakfast, Johnson carried me to see tl>e gar- 
den tielonf>;ing to the school of A&hbourne, which \% 
very prettily formed upon a bank, rising gradually 
behind tlie house. The Kcv. Mr. Langley, the hcjid- 
niastt-T, actyjmjMinic^ m^a. 

While we sat basking in the sun upon a scfit lier^, 
] introduced a common subject of complaint, the very 
smull aalaries which many curates have, and I main- 
tained, that no inftii should \\c. invcT^tcd with the chnrao* 
ter of a clergyman, unless he \\vk% a security for such an 
income as will enable him to ajipear respectable; that, 
therefore, a clergyman should not be allowed to harev^ 
curate, unless he ^ivejt biin a hundred [)oun<l< w year; 
if he cannot do that, let hiui perlbrm the duty liiuisclf. 
Jon>f80M. " To be sur^, Sr, it is wrong that any 
clergyman should be without a reasonable income ; but 
as thi? church revenues were sadly <liminish»Hl at the 
Reformation^ lire clergy who have living*, cannot af- 
Ibrdy in many imtances, to give good salaries tocuratcf,' 
without leaving themselves too little ; and, if no curate 
were to be permitted uolcas he bad a hundred i>ound3 a 
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yeftr, their number would Ix very small, which wotld 
be a disadvantsge, as then there would not be such 
dioioe io the nursery lor the church, ciuntes heiu^ can- 
didates for the higher ecclesiastical ofliccst according to 
Uicir merit and good beliaviour." He explained Ihe 
system of tliiC EDj^lish Hierarchy exceedingly well, 
** It is not thoug:ht fit (said he) to trust a mnn wiUi the 
care of a i>ari$h till he hns given proof os h curate that 
be shall deserve such a tru«t." Tliia is an excellent 
theory : and if the practice were aocordiog to it, tbo 
Church of England M'ouldbc odmirabic indeed. Hot^- 
e^'cr, OS I have heard Dr. Johtt^i^ii olr^crvc a^i to the 
Uoiventitiea, bad practice doe? not infer thai tlie C<»/1- 
stitutioH \f' bod, 

Me had with us at dinner ^cireral of Dn Taylors 
neighboui's, good civil gentlemen, whr:> :$eeined to un<ler- 
staod Dr. Johnson very well, and not to consider hiin in 
the %ht ttuit a certain person did, who beiuf^ struck^ 
or rather stunned by his voice and manner, when he 
was afterwards a^ked what he thought of him, an- 
swered, " He's a tremendous oompanioi).^ 

Johnson told me, Umt " 'I'ttylor was a very aensiWc 
acute man^ and liad a strong mini] : that ho had great 
activity in 8eme respects> and yet such a sort of intlo- 
lencc, that if you sliotild put a pebble upon ht5 chimney- 
pieix*i you would find it there, in the same state, tt 
year al'U.■^wa^i^.'* * ' 

And here is a prij|wr place to give an account of 
Johnson's humane and zealous interference in behalf oC 
the Reverend Dr- WUliam Dodd, formerly Prebendary 
of Brecon, and cliaplaui in ordinary to his Mjyesty ; 
celelwated as a very popular preacher, an encouragcr 
of charitable institutions and authour of a variety of 
worki^ chiefly theoIogicBl. Haiiug unhappily con- 
tz'iicted expensive habit!* of Uviog. partJy occtuiontd bjr 
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lJcentiou£DeS8 of manners, he in an evil hour, when 
[pressed by want o( money^ and dreading an exposure 
oi*hj5 circuui^Unces^ forged u bond, of which he at- 
tempteil to avail himself to £U)k|K)rt his credit, flattering 
bim^'lfwith hopes lliat he might be abte to repny iu 
amount without lieing detixrted. The person, whose 
name lie thiii< rA«hiy mid rriminiilly presumod to faJ^y, 
was the Earl of Che£ter(Wld, to whom ho had bcca 
tutor, and wliOj he perliaps^, in tlie wurmtli of hj^ fccl- 
iogh flattered himself would have gcoerously psid tbo 
miHH^y in ea^ of an alarm being taken, rathirr than 
suffer him to fait a victim to the dreadful consequences 
of violating the lav against for^ry, the most danger- 
ous crime in a commercial country; but tlie unfortu- 
nate divine had the mortification to find that )te was 
mititakcti. His nolilc pupil appeared against him, and 
be was capitaUy convicted. 

Johnson totd mc that Dr. Dodd was very little ac- 
Qu»iiited with hitn« tiavin^ been but once in his company^ 
many year* previous to thi« period (wJnch was preeiady 
the »Uite of my own acrjufiiiitunce with Dodd) ; but in 
his distress he liethougbt himself of Johnson's persua- 
sive |)o>ver of writing, if haply it might avail to obtain 
fur him the Koyal Mercy. He did not apply lo him 
directly, but, cxtraordiiiai-y as it may sevmi thnouf^ 
the Uxe Countess of llarriugtoUt^ who wrote a letter 
lo Johnson, asking him to employ his pen in favour of 
Dodd. Mr. Allen, the printer, who nas Johnsons 
laodlord and next neJghl>our in Bolt-court, and for 
whom he had much kiudoe:^ was one of Dodd's Mends, 
of whom, to the credit of humanity he it recorded, that 
he had many who did not desert him, even ailer hia 
imfringcmeot of the law liadi^uced him to the slate of 

• [Caroline, t1de»t dftujhter of ChariM Filiroy, Dokc or GnfUm. 
and wife of WiUmiD. the wetcad Bui of Hftnington. Maiovk,] 
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a man under sentence of dealh^ Mr \llen told me 
that ho tarried Lady Harrington's letter to Johnson,, 
that Johnson read it, walking up and down his cham* 
bcr, and seemed much ^kgilated, after nhich he said, 
" I will do what I can i-^^** and certainly he dkl make 
extraordinary exertion*. 

He this evening, n* he hnd oMip^ngly promised in 
one of his letters, put inlo my hands the whole series 
of his nritingit upon thu melancholy occasion, and I 
shall present my readers with the abstract which I made 
from tliu collection ; in doin^ which 1 studied Ut avoid 
copying whnt had appeared in print, and now make 
part of Uie edition of " Johnson's Works," published 
by the booksellers of London, bnt taking care to marie 
Johnson's variations in some of the pieces there ex- 
hibited. 

Dr, Johnson wrote in tlie first place. Dr. Dodd'a 
" Speech to tNt Keeorder of London," at the Old Bailey, 
when sentence of death was about to be pronounced upon 
him. 

He wrote also " The Convict'* Address to his un* 
hjtppy Brethren," a sermon delivered by Dr Dodd, id 
the chapel of Newgate, According to Johnson 'j^ monu- 
vcript it began thus after the text, H'/mt tfhttll I do to 
be saved f^'^" These were the words with which the 
keeiier^ to whose custody Paul and Silos were counnitted 
by their prosccutorsj addressed his prisoners, when he 
saw them freed from thctr bonds by the i»cTceptiblc 
agency of ditine favour, ami was, therefore, irresistibly 
conx'inced that they were not offenders against liie-i 
bws, hut martyrs to the truth." 

I>r» Johnson wa* so good as to mark for me with his 
own hand, on a mpy of this sermon which is now ia 
my possession, such passages as were added by Dr. 
Dodd. They are not many: Whoever will take the 
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troulil^to look at the printed copy, and attend to what 
T mention^ will be safis6ed of this. 

There is a short introduction by Dr. Dodd, and lie 
also inverted this sentence, " Ycmi sec ^th what eon- 
fusion itai\ dishonour I now stand before you ;— no more 
in Uitt pulpit of iostructioiJ, but on this humble scat 
with yourselves" The notes are entirely Dodd's own, 
and Johnson's writing' ends at the words, '• the thief 
whom he pardonetl on the cross." What follows was 
supplied by Dr. l>odd himselK 

The other pieces mentioned hy Johnson in the abovfr- 
mentioned collection, arc two letters one to the Lord 
ChaijceUor Bathurit. (not Lord North, as is erroaeoualy 
supposed,) and one to LorI Mausheld ; — A Petition 
from Dr Hodd to the King: — A Petition from Mis, 
Dodd to the Queen :— Observations of some length in- 
ECTted in the newspapers, on occasion of Karl Percy's 
Iiaving presented to his Majesty a petition for mercy to 
Dodd, signed by twenty thousand people, but all in 
vain. IIu told me ihnt he hud also writleu a petition 
for the city of Lunduu ; ** but (said he, with a significant 
smile) they mended it." ' 




t Harin^ uncipectcdly, br ihc fovour of Mr. Stonr, of London 
Field, Huckney. s<ca the original in Johnion's band-wrihag of 
*' The Petition of the City of London to his Miycsty, io fovour of 
Dr. Dodd/' I now present it lo my rcadcn, widi auch pouAgts ns 
were omitted inclosed m cr^lchcL^ nnd the adiijlion^ or rarUlions 
iDArkcJ in lUillc&H, 

'* That UMliooi Doddt Doctor of Lawv, now tying under sentence 
t4 d^ath in j/futr Atyttly'i gaol ^Nrngatt, for ihc crime of forgery, 
bos (i>r a jrrent [lart of htH life let a ujieful and luiduUe example of 
diligence in faU ollin^f. fond lui we hnrc iciuum to believe, Iijl& ex- 
acted his minUlry with great lidclily and efincy,] %Dhtc^t '« rffowy 
mten^i, kai producrd the most Ji^tppy Q^^> 

-* Thai lie bn» been the tint innlitutor, [or] and a very amoC 
andacllrcpiomuterof Mveral mvdca of uvcful chtfity» And [thai] 
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The Iftst of these artkks which Johnson wrote '» 
^ Dr. Doild's la^i solctnn DecIaraUor^*' which he left 
vith the sheriff at lh« |>lace of execution. Here aho 
my fri«^nd maxkcd the variatio»b oii a co{»y of that piece 
uow in iiiy po^ses^ion. Dodd iu^-rtcd, " 1 n4.-\-er knew 
or alt^ndod to the calls of fi-ugaJity, or the needful 
iujiiutene«« of jMunful a^conomy ;" snd in ttii.' MXt »oa- 
tciice he introduced ihc words which I distinguished by 
liaViiMs; " My life far ^omc J't^w unhappy yeai-^ pnai 
has been drc<it/J)iliif erroneous" Juhuson'a expovsnioo 
was hypocritical ; but his I'emairk on the margin is 
" WiUk this be said be could not charge himself/ 

l-laviiig: thus aulbcnticaiiy sclllcd wliat (mrt of the 
" Occasional P^K»rs," concerning Dr. Dodd's misenibie 
situation, came from the pen of Johnson, 1 shaii pi'**- 
ceed to present my readrrs witJi my record of the 
unpublished writing reUtkig to that extraoiolinary and 
interesting matter. 

I found a letter to Dr. Tohn^on from Dr. Dodd, 
May S13, 1777, i" which. ■' The Convicts Addrcw '* 
anciDs clearly to he nveant ; 

** I urn so penetrated^ my ever dear Sir, with a 
sense of y<«ir extn'uie Ix"iiev*Jencc towards mc, that I 
camoot fuid words et|ual to the sentiments of my heart. 
» a • • 



Aeiefbrc [be] nay h- cntittifnri m hiving been on nam' occaiioat 
m b«nefac1or to itic pblici:. 

" [Thui when ihry coobiiici bii post life, ihcy iirr wIIBdi; to m»p- 
post hh late crime to htv^ been not th« con»eqjeor« of hflbtiuil 
4epi^tj, fatitth* «igj;;e«iiofi of «oni«stiiUeii «qH vK>1«nt temptmiion } 

JOBieoiitflCircutnatiincea tinprtce>denlfxl anrl p^cubitr, tmdmtmtraged 
ijf ptmr Nfrjc$ty's irnoiwt dtmrtcy, pliey] moM huably ircMnmenft 
Iht tatii Mllliam Dodd lo [hi«] y*ur Majc^'i moert ^eioua coasi- 
dcmAon. ii hopei ihnt he «HH be ftwid not nUofeiher [vnlU] 
mmortky la saunf an extmptc of Royal Merry.*' 
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-u " You arc too conversant in the world to need tfie 
s%hte:st hint from mc, of what iofiDiUr utility tJie 
Speech * on the aweful day has been to me< I expe- 
rience, cvt-ry fiour, somt good effect from it, 1 am 
Riire that effects still more salutary and importantf muHt 
fdlow from your kind and intended favour, I will 
Ubour — Gou being my Wpciv — to do justice to it from 
tiic jmlpit. 1 am surc^ had t your BcntinicnUt constantly 
Co deliver from thence, in all their mighty force and 
power, nvt a soul could \k lell unconvinced and utiper- 
suadcd- •♦••#♦ 

He added " May God Almigiity bless and reward, 
n'ith his choicest comforts, your philanthropick actions, 
and enahJe me at all times to express what I feel of the 
high and uncommon oblij^ations nhich I owe to ihe first 
man in our times.'' 

On Sundayt June 33, he writes 1*egging Dr. John- 
son's assLstaucc in framing a 5up[)licutar}' letter to hU 
Miije^ity : 

" If his Nfajo?>ty could be moved of h!$ royal clemency^ 
to spare me and my family the horroars and ignominy 
oiupubiick dcalk, which the /f vM'cA itK:lf is solicitous 
to wave, and to f>;rant ine in some silent distant corner 
of the globe to pass the remainder of uiy days in peni- 
tence and prayer, J would bless his clemency and be 
humbled." 



* list $pci^h %t the Old Buley, wbeo found guilty, [It ma^ be 

. dotibcrd bow far Dr* Juhnwirft ipetchra for IJmW were of " iiiHniie 

stitity." If ibc)r vera Ibou^i to be Dodtla, tb?/ nig^t be of 

I Wmc ulUi^r, m ucitiog oompouioi). It ii MMoawhat rmariii&blft 

tliai the relebraJnl Mm. Caricrr, on «cute tU«c«riier of JahDion's 

. ■Ijlf, believed tbat the ** Last Holcian Dtrdamtion," in*tition«l 

I tborc, inw the production of Dodd, and »»y« " Thwe am nothing 

' ntcntatiow or affected in H, but all wiu ti notunJ expn:«ion of & 

hmn deeply impfcased wah the icmc of »o«wfiU auLualioo." Let-* 

ten to Mn. Mocitagne* \qI iil. p. 27. Ocl J817. A- C] ,, 
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This letter was brought to Dr- Johnson when in 
ficfaurcli- He stooped down and read it, and wrotc^ 
fWhen he went home, the follo\«'ing letter for Dr. Dodd 

the King ; 

" SIR, 

" May it not offcud your Majesty, Uiat the moat 
[miserablf^ of men applies himself lu your ck:menc>% as 
his lost hope and \m last refuge; that your merry is 
tmost earnestly and humtily implcred by a clcrgymao* 
[■whom your Laws and Judges*' have condemned to 
[the horrour and ignominy of a publick execution. 

I confess the crime, and own tlie enormity of tts 
Lconsequonces, and the danger of its example. Nor hare 
^I the Confidenct! to petition for impunity : but humbly 
hope, Uiat ptibllck (;e('urity may be established, withotit 
tlie spectacle of a clergyman dragged through the 
streets, to a death of infttmy, amidst the demioa of the 
profligate and profane ; and thet justice may be satid- 
fiod with irrevocable exile, jx^rpetual diagraotr, and 
J hopeless penury. 

My life, f>ir, has not been useless to mankind, I 

lare benefited many. But my offences against Goo 

[are numlK'Hess, and I have had little time forrepent- 

|mnce< Preserve me, Sir, by your pnTogative of mercy, 

ijrom the necessity of appearing unprepared at that tri- 

Linal, before wtiich Kings and Subjects must 5tand at 

Flast together. Permit mo to hide my guilt in some 

obscure comer of a foreign country, whei*e, if I can 

•wr attain confidence to hope that my prayers will be 

heard, they shall be poured vith all the fervour of 

[gratitude for tlic Ufc and happiness of your Majesty. 

" I am. Sir, 

" Your Majesty**, &c.'' 

C * ' "^c [Aumc " jfwr Lam tnd Jud^o" 1im tver Of ipeired to ok 
AiaifbUM, or, ■• a politiciaii wouM laj, uDcoiuiitutiORftl. A. CJ 



Jem* 68.] Dii. JOHNSON. 149 

Subjoined to it was ^Titten as follows: 



TO DE. DODD; 



$Vt, 



k 



" I HOST 9cnoua]y enjoin you not to let it be at flU 
known that I have writ4cn this letter, and lo return the 
copy to Mr. Allen in a cover to me. I hoi>e 1 niwl not 
t«1l yoUf that I widi it sutcess.— Rut do not indulge 
hope- — Tell nobody " 

It happened luckily that Mr. Allen was pitclied on to 
assist in this melancholy office* for he was a great friend 
of Mr. Akerman^ the keci>cr of Newgate. Dr- Johuson 
never went to see Dr- Dodd. He said to me, " it would 
have done him more harm than good to Oodd, who once 
expressed a dcairc to see him, but not cnrneatly/' 

I>r. Johnson, on the i&Oih of June, wrote the foUon-ing 
letter : 

** TO THE ItlGlIT iroVOURABLE CHARLES JCN'RIXSOK. 
" SIB, 

" Since the conviction and eoiidemtialion of Dr. 
Dodd, I have had, hythe intervention of a TriencI, some 
interconrsc with him» and I am iiure I jihall lose nothing 
in your opinion by tenderness and commiseration. 
Whatever be the crime, it is not easy to have any knov>* 
ledge of the delinquent^ without a wisli that his life 
may tie spared ; at least when no life has hoen taken 
away hy him, I will, therefore, take the liberty of 
^ggesting some reasons foi' which I wi.^h this unhappy 
being to escape the utmost rigour of his sentence. 

" I Ic is, so far as 1 can recoiled^ the first clergymaa 
of our churdj who ha^ suffered publick execution for 
immomljty ; and I know not whetlier it would not be 
more for the iolercsts of religion to bury such an offender 
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ill the o1>»ciirU/ of perpetual extte thnn to pxpa^e him 
in a cart, and on the gallows*, to aU who for iiiiy reason 
arc enemies to the. clergy. 

** The supreme power has, in all ngcs. paid some at- 
tention to ttie voice of ihe i>cojiIc; and that voice does 
not least dcson'c to hu huard, wlteti it calls out for 
^jDcrcy. There is now a ^cry gen^^ral desire that Dodd'a 
^ life shotdd be s^red. Aloi-e i» not wished ; and, per- 
haps, this is not too much t« be granted. 

If you, Sir, liavc any opportunity of enforcing these 

reasons, you may, perhaps, think them worthy of 

[considoralion : but whatever you dctcnnine, I moBt 

[wspcctfully intn?at that you will be pleased to pardon 

[ibr this intrusion, Sir^ 

*' Your most obedient, 

*' And most humble servant, 

" Sam. JoTtNsoN." 



It has been confidently circulated^ with invidious 
riemnrks, that to this letter no attertion whatever was 
]faid by Mr. Jetikinsoii, (afterwards ICaii of Lirerpoal)^ 
land that be did not e\*cn deign to shew the cominon 
civility of owning the receipt of it. I could not hut 
■wonder at such conduct in the notile Ijord, whow own 
character and just elevation in life, I thought, must 
llflTC impressed him with all due regard for great abili- 
tle.s and ntlainmentff. As the story had ht^en much 
ialked of, and apparently from good authority, I eould 
not but have animadverted upon it in this work, had it 
been 03 was alledgcd ; but from my earnest lore of 
irutik, and having found rea^tou to think that there 
mi^lil be n mistake, I prrsumed to write to his I»rd* 
ship, requesting an explanation ; and it b with the 
sincerest pleasure that I am enabled to assure the world, 
that there is no foundation for it, the fact being, that 
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<m'wg to some neglect, or accident, Jobuxn/^ letter 
D«var mme to I^rd Hawkeshury's hnnds. I shoi^ 
liavc thought it strange imktd, if that noble Lxird had 
undervalued my ]llii:^trious fi'tend; hut instead of this 
beiu^ Itu; case, h]« I-ordship, in Iht: vct>' iio!it<? answer 
wiUi which he was |4ea^ immediately to honour me, 
thiK expres^s himself:—*' I have always re^*ctc-d llic 
memory of Dr. Johmori, nmL oJfmix Iik writinc^; and 
I fi^jucntly neod many part* of them wtUi pWafurc and 
great improvement.** 

All iipplicutioiis fur Ihc Ruyal Mercy having failed. 
Dr. Dodd prepared himself for death; and, with a 
warrnUi of ^titude^ wrote Co Dr. Jobason as follows : 

Jut>e S5» Mkim'ght. 
" AcCKPT, thou firxai and g^oti lit'urt, my earnest 
and ferTeut tliaidts luid prayers for all thy benevolent 
and kind efforts in my behalf. — Oh ! Dr. .lohrison ! as 
1 sought your knowledge at an early bojr iu lift, would 
to heaven I had ealtivatcd the love nrul acquiiintanceof 
so excellent a man ! — I pray God most sincerely to 
bless you with the highest transjmrts — the infdt talis- 
faction of humane and benevolent exertions! — And 
admitted^ as 1 trust I sliall Ik?, to the realms of bliss 
before you» I shall hail your arrival there witli trans- 
portSft and rejoice to acknowledge lliat yon was my 
Comforter, my Advocate, and my Frietid i God be 
«jcr with you/" 

J>r. Jolinson lastly wrote to Dr. Oodd this solema and 
soothing letter : 



" TO TIIE BCVUtENU Xili. DODD. 
*' DFAB KIR, 

** That which is nppoiote<l to til men is now 
coming upon you. Outn*ard cuxumstances ^^^ ^^ 
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and the thoughts of men, arc below the notice of on 
immortal bciojj about to stand the trial for eternity, 
before the Supreme Judge of heaven and earth. Be 
csomfortttl: your crime, morally or religiously consi- 
der^, has no very dce() dye of turpitude. It corrupted 
no man's princi|Je«; it attackf^ no man's life- It in- 
volved only a temporary and reparable injury'- Of tliis, 
and of all other sins, you arc earnestly to repent; aod 
may Gon, who knowcth our frailty, and dcatrcth not 
ourde;il]i, acct-pl your iTpcatsnce, foi^ the sake of his 
Sun Jksls Ciiuis-r, our Ix)rd. 

" In rc<]uitul of those well-intended offices which yoa 
are pleased so emphatically to adcnowied^, let me b^ 
that you make in your devotions one petition for my 
eternal welfare, I am, dear Sir, 

'* Your most affectionate servant, 

^'JuncSe, 1777. " SaM. JoUNSON." 



trnd^r the ropy nf tlii* lett*»r T found written, in 
Johnson'fi own hood, " Next day, June 27, he was 
executed." 

To conclude thitt intorcsting episode with an useful 
application, let us now attend to the reflections of 
Juhn^on at the end of the " Occasional Pi^ic-ns/ con* 
ccming the unfortunate I>r. Dodd.— " Such were the 
hst thr>ught5 of a man whom we have seen exulting in 
popularity, and sunk in »hame. Kor his reputation, 
which no man can give to himself, those who conferred 
it are to answer. Of his publiek ministry the means of 
judging were sufficiently attainable- He must be 
allowed to preach well, whose jcrnions strike his au- 
dience with forcible conviction. Of his life, those who 
thought it consistent with bis doctrine, did notoriginAlly 
form fake notions. He w«« at fimt what he endea- 
voured to make others ; but the world broke down his 
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resolution, and he in time oca»L'd to exemplify bU own 
iDstnjcHoDS. 

" Let those who are tempted to his faults^ tremble 
at hi*^ punish men C ; and thoso whom ho mpr^fi^eA from 
Ihr pulpit wilh religious sentiments, en<k-«vour to eon- 
firm them, by considering Uio ri'^ct and sclf-abhonx:ncc 
with which he reviewed in prison his devialiona from 
rectitude." ' 

Johniton gave us this evening, in his hnppy dTsrrimi- 
nalive nnanner, a portrait of the laie JFr. ritzherbert of 
I>>rbirshirc- *' TlK^rc was (wiid he) no sparkle, no bril- 
liancy in Fit7,herl)ert ; but 1 never knew a mnn who 
was so generally iiCLi-ptfibte, Hi: rtiitdu cvt-rj" body 
quite easy, overpowered nobotly by the superiority of 
his talents, mode no man think worse of himself by 
being his rivnl, seemed always to hsten, did not oblige 
you to hear much from him, and did not oppose what 
you said. Every body liked him; but he had no 
iricnds, as I undentand the word, nobody with whom 
he exchanged intimate thoughts. People were wUUng 
lo ihiiik well nf every thing about him. A gentleman 
was making cm aOectiug rant, as many people do, of 
groat feelings about ' his dear son,' who was at school 
near I^ndon ; how anxious he was lc»t lie might t>e ill, 
and what he would give to sec him. * Can't you (said 
Fitzherbert,) take a jxtst-chaisc and go to him.' Thi^i 
to be ^ure^ Jinithtd the affected uian» but there was 
not much in it.° However^ this was circuluted &:> wit 

■ [Sec Dr. Johnnon'* final opinion cancfroing Dr. Dodd, in 
rol. IT, under April is. 178^. NCalowkJ 

* Dr. Giittiornc, I'hy^mn to hut iMijcrty'K Hoviichotd. hoi 
obliginicl/ comnaunicalcit (o rac a lulkr ueount of thu Hlory tl^im hul 
reft<h^ Dr. Johnson. The affected Grnt1«inan waa thr IaIc John 
(tilbcn Cooprr, lUi\. autlior of n Uft of Socnm, »iul ot »fne 
poenu in Dod»ley*t coUcction. Mr, Fiuhrrbcrt fouod him ofte 
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for a w1k)!c winter, and I believe part of a summer 
too; A proof that he vras no very witty man. Tie was 
an instance of the (ruth of the observaliun, that n man 
will please more u])on the whole by negative q unlit its 
tJian by prwitirc ; by never offending, than l>y givinjf a 
great deal of delight. In the first place, men hate 
more steadily thnn they love ; and if I bavt^ said iiome- 
tliing to liurt a man once, I HhEill not g^i the better of 
this by saying many things to please him/' 

Tuesday* Seplenibcr 16, Dr. Johnson tiaving men- 
tioned to me the extraordioary size and price of soote 
cattle reared by Or. Taylor, I rode mit with our host, 
aurveyed his farm, and was siawn one co«' which he 
had sold for a huodred and twenty guineas, and another 
for which he had been offered a hundred and thirty, 
Taylor thus de^rihed to me hia old srbnoUfellow nnd 
friend, Ju1jn»on : *' He 'n a man of n vcty clear head» 
grent power of words, and a vci'V gay iniagiiiation; 
but there is no tliztputiiig with bim. He will not hear 
you, mid, liaving a louder voice than you, niuat roar 
you down/* 

Id the afternoon I trial to get I>r. Johnson to like 
the Poems of Mr. Hamilton of Bangour, which I had 
brought Ybith me : I had been much pleased with them 
at a very early sge : tlic im[ire^iot) still n:mained cm 
my mind ; it was confiraiod by the opinion of my friend 
the Honourable Andrew Erskine, himself both a good 
poet and a good eritiek, who tiiought Hamilton as true 



iBonrtn^, tipporently, in •tX'h vjolvnt B^tation, on Accotint of the 
inc|titp(wirin'^ oT liii torij fti lo ae^m b«ymW the ponvrAf fomtott. 
At leni^tb, boivever. he eitclaicafd* ** III wrilc an Elr^-' Mr. 
FiulMrrbrTt, b^ing vkliitM by tb« tat lh> unetrity of hu vaotkMii 
•lylyftud, " Had nol you bciur uke a post-ckuipe and ^o tnil att 
hint?" It mu tha«hitivdiie»orthcintJnQaiionwhtchB«lc thratory 
tedmlaiti. 
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a poet as erer wrolc, niid Ihat his not having feme was 
uniux:i>unt;il>lc, John^n, upon rcpcati^d occasions, 
while I was at Aahlioume, t^lkeil slightingly of HaroiU 
iotf- He 9«id, thcn^ wvts no power of thinking in his 
Terscs, nothing that strikes one, nothing better than 
what you generally find in magazines; and that the 
highest prai<e they deserved was, that they were very 
well for a j^ntleman to hand nlicut nmorg his friends. 
He said the imitation of Ncsii ancilta: fibi amor, S;€, 
was too solemn ; he read part of it at the l)efiinniDg, 
He read the bcawtiful palhctick soog. ** Ah the poor 
shepherd's moumfu! fate," and did nnt seem to give 
attention to wlint I had heen iifced to thjnlc tender 
elegant strains, but laughed at the rliyme, in Scotch 
pronunciation, withes and blmhcs^ reading wushcs — 
ond there he ftlop|»ed. He o^ticil that the epitaph on 
XiOrd Ncwhall was prclty well done. Me read the 
^ In«:ription in a Summer-houfic,*' and a little uf the 
imitations of Horace's Epistles : but said he found 
nothing to make him desire to read on. When I urged 
tliat there were some good poetical passages in tlic l)00k, 
^ Where (said he») will you find so lai^ a collection 
without some?" I thought the description of Winter 
might obtain 1m approbation ; 

" Sec U1at<r, from I>ia ffoien DOHh 

** Driven hiH iron cS^iriot forlh f 

'* Mifl jrri^ly hunil in icf chuinft 

** Fnir Twc*da'x silrerHood conitraiflSi" be. 

He a*ked why an •' iron chariot ? " and sakl " icy 
chains'" watt an old image. I was struck with the 
nnccrtainty of taste, Aad somewhat fiorry that a poet 
whom I had long ri-'ad with fondm-ss, was not approved 
by Dr. Johnson, I comforted myself wiih thinking lliat 
the beauties were too delicate for his rohu^ pcnx'pttan^. 
Garrick maintained that he had not a taste for die 
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finest productions of genius; but I was sensible, that 
when im took the trouble to anal>'5C criticallj* he gene- 
I rslly convinrtrd n* that he was right. 

In the evening the Rt*vcrt»jn! Mt. S^wanJ, of Ijch* 
field, who was pacing through AslibounK- in hit way 
iiome, drank ten witli ii4< Johnson described hinn thus; 
— " Sir, hk ambotioa w to be a fine talker ; 90 he goc4 
to Buxton, and ^uch plac&s where he may find com- 
panies lo listen to hiin. And, Sir, lie is a VAletudina> 
lian, one of tfiose who are always mending themselves. 
I do not know a more disagreeable character than a 
valeludinarian, who thinks he may do any thing; that 
h for his easCt and indulges hini!fi.'lf in the grossest 
fireodoms : Sir, he brings himself to the stale of a hog 
10 a stye." 

Dn Taylor's nose happening to Weed, he said, it was 
because he had emitted to have himself blooded four 
days after a quarter of u year** inten'al. Dr. Johnson, 
who was a great dabbler in physick, disapproved much 
of i^enodical hlceding. *" For j(said he) you accustom 
youpvclf lo an evacuation wliich Nature cannot perform 
of licrself, and therefore she canuoL help you> diould 
you from fo^etftihiess or any other cause omit it ; so 
you may be suddenly suffocated. You may accustom 
yourself to otl»er [>eriodical evacuations, because, should 
you omit them, Nature can supply the omission ; but 
Nature cannot open a vein lo blood you.""^ — " I do not 
like to take an emetick, (said Taylor,) for fern' of 
breaking some small vessels." — " Poll ! (said Johnson,) 
if you have so many things that will break, you had 
better break your neck at oncCr and thcro'n an end on't. 
You will break no small ves9cU : " (blowing with liigli 
derinon.) 

* [Naiare, howercr, nujr ngpply tbe evacuation by an bsnor- 
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I mentioned to Dr. Johnson, that David Hume's 
persisting in bu> infidtUty, when he was dying, allocked 
mtt much. Jonwsux, *' \\T»y f^hould it .Oiock yoti, St? 
Hume owned he had nevor reatX the Ncv Testament 
with attention. Here tlien was a man who tmd been 
at no pains to en(]uire into the truth of religion, and 
had continually turned his mind the other way. It was 
not to h<; cxjjectt-d lliat the prospect of doiith would 
alter his way of thinking, uule:s3 Gou stiouKl send an 
angd to set btm right," I said» I had i^eoson to believe 
that the thought of annihilation gaye Hume no pain. 
JoHNsox. ** It was not so, Sir* He had n vanity in 
being thought easy. It is more probable that he should 
assume an appearance of easCi than that so very impro- 
bable a thing should be, as a man not afi^aid of going (as^ 
in spito of hie dMusivo thoory> ho eannot be sat^ but ho 
may go,) mto an unknown Ktnt<-, and not ivciug uneasy 
at leaving all be know. And you are to consider, that 
u|>on liis own principle of annihilation he had no motive 
to speak the truth/' T(>c hoirour of dcat)i» xvhich I 
bad always observed in Dr. Johnson, ap|ieun.-d strong 
to-night, I ventured to tell him, that 1 had lieen, for 
moments in my lili\ not oiVaid of death: thenTonr I 
could suppose another man in that state of mind for a 
considerable sjwice ot time. He mid, " he never had 
a moment in which death was not terrible to him/* He 
added, that it had been observed^ tliat scarce any man 
dies in publick, but with apparent resolution: from that 
dcdre of praise which itever quits u&. I said. Dr. Dodd 
seamed to he willing to die, and full of ho[ic5 of happi" 
nefis- " Sir, (said he,) Dr. Dodd would have given 
both his hands and both hift legs to have lived. The 
better a man is, the more afiaid is he of deolh. having 
a deai^ view of infinite [mrity." He owned, that out 
being iu an unhappy uncerlaijity as to our salvation^ 
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was mystenous ; and said, "^ Ah ! wc must wait till we 
are in anotJier state of being, to have many things ex- 
plained to us." Even the pou'crful mind of Jolmsoo 
seemed foiled by futurity. But I thought, that the 
gloom of uncertainty in solemn religious ftjieculation, 
being mingled with hope, was yet more coniK>latoiy 
than the cm{vtiaesfi of infidelity. A man con live m 
thick air, but perishes in an exhausted receiver. 

Dr. Julimon was much plea^ied wttli a remark which 
I told him was inade to mc by General Paoli : — " That 
it is impossible not to be afraid of death ; and that those 
who at the lime of flying uit! not afraid, are not think- 
ing of death, but of applause, or something el*c, wluch 
keeps death out of their sight: su that alt men are 
equally afraid of death when they see it; only some 
liave a power of turning their sight away from it belter 
than others," 

** On Wednesday, S*^ilcmbcr 17, Dr Butter, physi- 
cian at Derby, drank tea with us ; and it was settled 
lliat Dr. Johnson and I should go on Friday and dine 
with him. John&on *nid, " I am ghid of this." He 
seemed weary of the uDiformity of life at Dr. Taylor's. 
Talking of biography, I said, in writing a life, a 
man's peculiarities should be mentioneU, bcc^auKc they 
mark hi» eharacter, Johnson. ** Sir, there is no 
'<loabt as to peculiarities: the question is, whether a 
man's victs should be mentioned ; for instance, ivhetber 
it slioukl be mentioned that Acklison and Panidl drank 
I too freely ; for jieoplc will probably mure easily indulge 
[in drinking froni knowing this; so that more ill maj 
be done by the example, thnri good by telling the whole 
[truth.'* Here wa^ an instance of his varying from him- 
'«df in talk; for wlicn Lord llailus and he sat OM 
morning calmly conversing in my house at £dinburgh# 
I wtU remember that Dr. Jubnsou maintsiued, that 
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** If a roan is to write A Famgyrickt he majr keep 
vices out of sight; but if be |>rol<:-5ses to write A Life, 
be must rcprt'seiit it really as it was;" nnd when I ob- 
jected to tlkc danger of telling; that Parncll drank to 
eaccesst he said, that ^* it would pixiduce an io:^trii<.iive 
caution to avoid drinking, when it was sfi>n, that even 
the learning and genius of Pamell could he dtfliosed bjr 
it," And ill the HeUridea he malnt^inodr ad appears 
from ray " Joumnl," * that a man's intimate £Hcnd 
should nitrnliou hi;* faulty if he wi-ilcs hin life. 

He had this cvcnii% pnitly, I suppose, from the 
qnrit of contradiclion to his \\'\\\g friend, a violent 
ar^noent with Dr. Taylor, as to the inclinations of the 
people of England at this time towards the Royal 
Family cf Stuart. He grew so outrageous as to say, 
'' that if Enj^land were faidy peeled, tlie po^^ent Kin^ 
would be sent away to*tiight, and his adherents hanged 
ti>morrow." Taylor, who was as violent a Whig as 
JnhnMin was a Tor>"- was roused by this to a pitdi nf 
h^'lloxvin^. Wo. denied loudly, what Johniion said; and 
niaintained that there was an abhorrence against tbe 
Stuart fanuly, though he admitted that tlie people wcie 
not much atUiched to the present King.^ JouxsoH. 
*' Sir, the >tatc of the country is (his : the penplu kuow- 
hjg it to be agreed mi all hands that thb Kjng has not 
the ber«:ditary right to the crown, and there lietug tko 
hope that Ut; wlio has it can be restored, Iwvo gi'own 
O^ and indiflcrcnt upon the sul^ect of loyalty, afid 
hAve no warm attacliment to any King. Tbey would 



«JiMUwlaf aT<Mrtaih« (l«hrid», :^d filii.|>.d40. 

' Dr. T^lor itm nry rouly to mnkc thk oimiMoa, btcoutc the 
parly «ith whirh h« n-u connected inu not la fxi^cr. There waa 
then AOme Injlh in it, owmg to the pertioacily of faciiou* clamour. 
Hod be ViTdl tin now, it would hTiTc bctn iatpouibk far hrn to 
dcBf thxi bk Majaty poAUMca the wtim«34 affrciiua \A hk people* 
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not, therefore, risk any thing lo restore tlieexiled family. 
They would not give twenty shillings a piece to bring- 
it about. But if a mere rote could do it. there would 
be twenty to one; at least there would be a rery great 
m^'ority of voinpft for it. For, Sir, you are to comidcr, 
that all tho^ who think a King has a right to his crown^ 
as aman has to his estate* which is the just opiuioOpWould 
be for restoring the Kin^ who certainly has the heredi- 
tary right, could he he trusted with it; in whidi lhi;i^ 
would be no danger now, when laws and every thing 
else are so much advanced: and every King will govern 
by the laws. And you must also conMder* Sir, that 
there U nothing on the other side to oppose to this: for 
it is not alledged by any one that the present family has 
any inherent right: so that the AVbigs could not have 
a contest between two rights." 

Dr. Taylor admitted, that if the question as lo licre- 
dit^ry right were to tie tried hy a poll of the people of 
England, to be sure the nb^tract doctrine? would be 
given iu favour of the family of Stuart; bui he ^id^ 
the conduct of that family, which oocjuioncd their 
expulsion, was so fresh in the minds of the people, that 
thfy would not vote for a restoration. Dr. JulnjMjn, 
I thitik> was contented with the admission U£ to the 
hereditJiry right, leaving the original (Mint in dispute, 
viz. what tlie people upon the whole would do, taking 
in right and aflectinn; for he said, i>eoplc were afraid 
of a change, even though they think it right, Dr- 
Taylor said something of the slight foundation of the 
hcnMlttary right of the house of Stuart. '* Sir, (said 
JolittsonJ the house of Stuait suceceded to the full 
right of both the houses of York and l^ncaster, wliose 
common source had the undisputed i-ight. A r^ht to 
• throne is like a right to any thing ebe. Possession 
is sufBcicnt, where no better right can be showu. This 
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WBS the case with Che Royal Fumiljr of England, ai it 
is now mi& the King of France: for as to the first 
bepjining of the right wc are in the dark." 

ThuraJay, Septeml)cr IS. Last night Dr. Johnson 
[luicl proposed that the crystal 1051]*^ or chandelier, in 
[Dr. Taylor'iS l^r^ room, sliould be lighted up some 
time or other* Taylor gmd, It should be lighted up 
next iiighl, '* Thai will do very well, (said I,) for it 
is Dr, Johnsons Irirth-day " When we were in the 
Isle of Sky, Johnson had desired me not lo mention his 
birth*day. He did not seem plpn^cil at this time that 
I mentioned i(, and said (somewhat sta-nl/i) "he would 
not hflvc the lustre Jiglited the next day." 

Some ladies who hed been present yesterday when I 
mentioned hh birth-day, came to dinner to^day^ and 
plagued \nn\ unintentionally, by wishing him joy. I 
know not why he disUked having his l>irth*day men- 
tioned, unless it were that it reminded liirn of his ap- 
proaching nearer to death, of which he had a constant 
dread- 

I mentioned to him a fncnd of mine who was for- 
merly gloomy from low spirits, ami much liistressed by 
the fear of death, but was now uniformly placid, and 
contemplated his dlsTJotution without any perturhation. 
*' Sir, (said Johnson,) this is only a disordertd imagi- 
nation tfiking n diflcrcnt turn." 

We tidked of a colkdion Ix^ing made of all the 
Ei^U«U Poets who had publi^icd a volume of poems. 
Johnson told mc " tliat a Mr- Coxcter/ whom lie 

* [TbocDai CoxcXtr, E*^. who had nlso roatJc a large collection of 
old pUys. nmi frcm whoic akannuript note* iht Livca of Ihc Engliih 
Poct«, by Sliidt aa4 CiU>er. were iiriii^pully compileil. ^ 
•bguld hmve been inentionml in & former pog*- Sc< ]>■ 27 of *h<* 
rolumc. >tr. Cmicttr vtm bred at Trinity College. iM^A. ud 
*editi!^n;i<,n, April JT, 174-7. in I"*- fifly-ninlh ytsir A particular 
accooni of him nay 1»c fbuml id " Tbc Geniltinim'» Mog«iioc^' for 
1781. p. 173, Maloki:,] 
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fcnew, bad gone the greatest length towards this; har- 
ing collected, 1 think, about &ve btindrcd volumes of 
poeU wIiojtc works wei*e little kno^m; but that upon 
his death Tom Osborae lx>ught them, and they were 
diqwrsed, which he thought a pity, as it was curious to 
we aoy scries comfdcte: and in every volume of poems 
sometliing good may be found," 

He ofeei'ved, th^it a gentleman of eminence in litera- 
ture had got into a bad %iy\tt oF Poetry of late. *' He 
puts (said he) a very common thing in a strange dress 
till he doe9 not kiio«v it hims4^lf, and tlituka other people 
do not know it," Boswem-- " That is owing to his 
being a<j much verHint In old English poetry," JoiiS-' 
SON. « Wliiit i» tliut to the purptne, Sh? If 1 soy a 
man is drunk, and you tell me it 15 owing to his taking 

much drink, the matter is not mended. No, Sir, 

has token to an odd mode- For example: he*d 
write thus; 

" Henait hoar, in soltnn edl* 

" U>ttring out lifc'i cienin^ K^y-" 

Cray evenit^ ii common enoui^h ; hut evming gray 
he'd think &iie.-^-Stay : — we'll make out the stanza : 

• Ifcrmit hoar, in Hctlciun ccU, 

* Wrjtinip oat lifr'i rwniitg gray % 
' SiMie tby baoia, »ge. nrd uU. 

' WbHubliv? oad which ihewftj-?*" 

BosWELL. ** But wby smite hiA bosom, Sir ! " JouN- 
aOM* "Why toslicw be was in canies*," (smiling.) 
He at an after jieriud added the foUowiE^ ttanza : 

" Thiislffofct : aiMii|)eakUigaglic4t 
*■ — ScMccitprfu'd UbeMarliagtoj;^ 

" Whra the BtQiling sai^ irply'd^ 
" -'Com, toj ImI. mad diink MMk* bMr." ^ 

* A> aomc ot my rcodcn ibajt be ^mtxficif by rtwtiaf; ihe pvognM ^ 
of iVit UlU« WMDpoutiont I ak^U insert U fnini siy notn. ** WlMll 
Df, JohDMXi aad I vtrt ^tin; tHc-^^tite at the KTurc^taTcni, 
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I cannot help thiaking Ihe Si'st stanza tci;^ good iolema 
po^Ary, MS abo the fir»t tln^c lines of the second. Its 
laist line ifl un cxccUcot burluMjuc surjinzc oii gloom/ 
Knurnentol enquirie^^. And^ perhaps, tlie advice is as 
good ii« can be given to a loiv*spihtctl dls&atisQcd L>eiiig: 
—^" Don't troiilitc your head with sickly thiukitig; 
take a cup, and lie merry*" 

Friday^ September 19> after breakfast. Dr. Johnson 
and I set out in Dr. Taylor's chaise to go to Derby* 
The day was fiuc, and wc resolved to go by Keddlc- 
stone* tbe seat cf Lord Scarsdale, Uiat I luiglit ^ec his 
Lontsliip's fine hou»;. I was stivck with the magiiUi* 
ccnev of thQ building ; and tlK* oxtcnsire park, vfith 
tbe linest verdure, covered with deer, and cattle, and 
dttcp, dt^lighted me. The number of old oalu> of on 
UDinen;(c si2e> 61Ied mc with a 5ort of rc9|>cctful odim- 
lation; for one of tlicm »ixty pounds ^\-cu oflcrcd. Tho 
excellent amooth gravel roods; tlic large piece of wateci 
formed by his Loiilsbip from some small brook:», nith » 
baodsouic barge upon it ; the vcticmbh- Gothtck chmcl^ 
now the faintly chapel, just by the house ; in short, the 
gi'and group of objects agitated and distended my mind 
in a most agi-eeoblc manner. " One should think (said 

Mny 0, 1778, he s^J * Whrrt ui bfio,* woult) lie twiter He ihea 
sddfd 1 luilicrouB alAnX4, but would not repeat i|, lest 1 should tolce 
It down, h wa« uKiMiirhitt «« followt; tho Last hue I aca lure 1 
nouBibrr: 

- While 1 ihos cried. 

' seer, 

' The howy "^pl/i 

' Come, mf lad, aad drink fovne bear/ 
" In Apnikjfi 1779( vhrn in ticttcj huiWHir, Iiv mide llit aecond 
jitasEo, au in the text. Tlicrc ir&i ocly onv variation nficivardi 
made on mjr KUggtAiion, which wai changing hjjar^i/ in the third line 
lo nifiiif, both to avoid a isioeneAS vrlth the epithet in the 6nt 
Kae, mad to dctaibc the heroiU la hia pleauotiy' He wa* thca 
Tcr j wcU pUa»vd thit 1 ttiould prcsvirc it," 

M 2 
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I,) tlmt the proprietor of all this must be happy," — 
*' Nay, Sir, (smd Johnson^) all this exdiides but <roc 
evil — poverty.**' 

Our names were sent up, and a well*drest elderly 
housekeeper* a most distinct articulator, shewed us the 
house : which I need not describe, a« there is an ac- 
eoiint of it pihltsheil i» " Adami*'s works fn Arrhitee- 
tiiTT.*' Dr. Johnson thought lietter of it to^dar, than 
irfaen be saw it Ijefore ; for he had lately attacked it 
violently, saying, " It would flo excellently for a town-* 
hall. The lar^ room wiiJi the pillars ("said he) would 
do for the J*idgL-« to sit in at the assizes ; the circuhir 
room for a Jury-clmmber; and the room above for jwi- 
soners " SUII he chouf^ht the la^e room ill lighted^ and 
of no use but for dnnrin^ in ; and the bed-chambers but 
indifferent rooms; and that the immcnne sum which it 
co£t was injudidously laid out. Dr. Taylor had put 
liim in mind of his appearing pleased with the bouse. 
" But (said be) that wa^ when Lord Scarsdale was pre- 
sent. Politencwi obliges us to api>ear pleased with a 
roan's works when he is present. No man will be so 
ill-bi-ed as to question vow. You may therefore pay 
compliments without ^avin^^ what !.< rot true. I should 
say to I^rd Scmsdale of his targe room, ■ My Lord, this 
is the most cosily room that I ever saw ; ' wliidi is true." 

Dr. Manninghnm, physician in Loudon, who was 
vUiting nl I^oid ScarsdakS^ accompanied us through 

T W'bcp t mtniunwd Dr. Johntton't revnatk to « Indy of admtnilfle 
gotHl «f me ftndquickiieaa^if undcntnndin/. ih* oU^rw^l, " It it 
tnae, a\\ thin excludes only one evlt; bul how much j^ood i4oe« it let 
tn?*'— To tlm obfterniiu)n much pm'itc hn« been justly given. Let 
noe then now do nyNeKlhe honour lo m«mioa ihal the ladj who 
Ri«le it WM the Luc Mtrgarot Monigoaerie, my very ralaable ^ff, 
ttDil iFie ^trj ulTectioDftie mother uf my ctiiUten. who, \t they ia- 
li^ii her good qiialiiicH. wiU htvc no rviuou to ccmplitin of tbc(r 
lot. Uw MugnA partntirm rtrfu. 
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many of tJic rootna. and soon oAerwards my Loi^ him- 
self to whom Dr. Johnson was known, appeared* and 
did the honours of the house. We talked of Mr. Lang- 
Ion, Johnson, with a warm vohenwnrc of aficctionnttf 
regard, exclaimedj ** The eai'th does not bear a wor- 
thier man than Bennet I-angtonJ* Wc saw a f^ood 
many fine pictui^stp which I think nrc described in one 
of" Young'** Toun." Then; is a printed catalogue qC 
them^ which the housekeeper put itito my liand ; I 
should likt? to view them at leisure. 1 was much strudt 
with Daniel inter()rcting Nebuchadnezzar's dream, by 
ItcmbrandU — We were shewn a pretty large Jibrary, 
In his Lord<ship's dressing-room lay Johnson's small 
Dictionary: he shewed it tome, with some eagerness, 
^'^^S' " Look 'ye ' Qtta re^^io in terris rtostri non 
plata lahoris'' He ohservetU also, Goldsuiitl/s " Ani- 
tnated Nature; " and said, " Hei"e*s our friend! The 
poor Doctor would have been happy lo hear of this," 

In our way, John^n slrongly expir-ssi^d liis lore of 
driving fast in a pcMt-chai^-. "If (said he) I had no 
duties, and no reference to futurity, f would speed my 
Kfe ia driving brifikly in a post-chfiisc witli a pretty 
fvoman ; but she should be one who could understand 
me, and woidd add M>nit;thin|^ to the cunvenalionJ' I 
ol»crved, that wc were this day to stopjust where tlie 
Highland army did in 1745, Johnson. " It was a 
noble attempt/' Boswell. " 1 wi^ih wc could have 
an authenUck history of it" JoMNsejN. " If you were 
not an idle dojj you mijfbt write it, by collecting from 
every body what they can tell, and putting down your 
authorities/' BoswrtL- " Hut I could rot have the 
advantagL- of it in my lifeaime," Johnson. " Vou 
might have the satisfaction of its fame, by printing it 
in Holland ; and as to [>rofit, consider how Inng it was 
befon: writing came to be considered in a pecuniary 
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view. Barctli sars, he is the first man that erer re- 
ceived cftpy-money in Italy," 1 said that I would en- 
dpavAiir to An whnt Or. Jolinson *uggestttj; and I 
thought tlmt I might writ<^ *io ns t^ v^ntur^ to puMi^h 
my '* ilUtory of the Civil War in Great Bntmn in 17*5 
Bod 17l€/' ivithout being cWigcd to go to n Foreign 

WlicMi 'we arrived at Derby, T>i\ Uiitter accomiKuiied 
us Ui see Ihf manufactory of china there. I admired 
the ingenuity and delicate art with nhtch a man fli- 
fhioned clay into acuj^ asaocer* or a tea-pot, while a 
boy tiirned pound a wheel to give the mae* roliindity. 
I thoti^ht this as exrollent in its species ftf power, as 
makinff good verses in its si»edes. Yet I had no re- 
spect for this potter. Neither, indeed, has n man of 
any extent of thinking for a mere ven*c-maker, in 
whose nundjer$, however jx^rfeet^ there is no poetry, 
no mind. The china was beaiitirul, but Dr. Johnson 
justly olttorved it wait too dear; for that he conld have 
vessels of sib'cr, of thi; same ftixc, as eheap aa vhat 
were here made of poiv^lain- 

■ I Mt a pleasure in walking nliout Derby, nich aa I 
atwavft liave in wnlkin^ al>out any town to which I am 
oot uccusttioncd. Then: i» an iniinediatc sen^atioD cf 
DOTdty ; and one speculates on the way in wtuch life ib 
passed in it, which, although there h a sameness every 
wbcre upon the whole, is yet minutely divensified* 
The minute di^^crsities in every thing are wonderful. 
TaUdnf^ of vhavtng the other night at Dr. Taylor')^ 
Dn Johnson said, ** Sin of a thousand shavers, two do 



' 1 fim mw happ)- to uoilemaiid thai Mr. John Hone, who wu 
liimiflf gAAAntlf in the IbcU (or the reifning family* in thju IxiIot- 
fMJi^ warfare, but u gtaen>u« coough to do juuice Iq th« other 
iUe. n prtparing an aecoanl of It for the jirns, [It vpficsroJ in oas 
<<L4tiK tS09. A.CI >' 
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not sliare so much alike as not to )>e distinguished.'* I 
thought this not possible, i^ ho i^pecified 90 many of 
the rarieties in shaving^: — holding the razor more or 
ktts perprndicukr;^-draw]ng long or i^hort stroke?;-^ 
bepnning at (ho upper i«irt of lhc> face, or the undor— 
at tho right side or the led side. Indeed when one 
considers what variety of aoumls can be uttered by the 
windfiijier hi the compaBs of a very small aperture, wc 
may be convinced how many degrees of di0ereDc« there 
moy be tii the aj^pHcation of a rasar. 

We dined with Dr. Butter,'* n'hose lady is daughter 
of my cousin Sir John Douglas, whose ij^aiidson is now 
presumptive heir of the nobie family of Queensbcrry, 
John!K>n and he had a good deal of medical conver- 
sation. Johnson $aid» he had somewhere or other 
given an account of Dr. Nichola*s discourse " 2)c Ani- 
fnA Medici^* He told us, *'tliat wliatcver a man's dis- 
temper waa» Dr. Nichok would not attend him as « 
pbyaidanfl if his mind was not at caf;e: for he l)elieved 
diat no medicines would have any influence. He oneo 
attended a man in trade, upon whom be found none of 
tlie medicwes be prescribed had any effect ; he ofked 
tbc manV wife privately M'hether hb aJToir^ were not ia 
a bad way? She said no. tic contmued his atten- 
dance some time, ^tili without success. At length the 
man's wife told bim she- luul discovered that her hus- 
band's affairs were in a tiod way. W' hen Goldiimith 
was dying Dr. Turton said to him, ' V'our pulio is ia 
greater disorder than it should he, from tJie degree of 
fever which you liave : is your mind at ease ? ' Gold* 
smith answered it was not." 

AAer dinner, Afrs* Butter went with roe to »n! the 

* [Dr. BflUer waa at thii tint a pniccbing phpidan ai Derbf. 
IIeaa«rwird« rcmori^d to LoDdofip wbcrc he died in hin 7dth jrcar^ 
>Iftrc:h23, 1805. He It mitbour of sCTcrel nicdJcal tnuU. Ma^oxs.] 
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silk-mill which Mr. John Lombe Imd * had a patent 
far, baviOg brou^rht away the contrivance from Italy. 
I am not very convereaiit with inechanicks ; but the 
simplirity of this machine aiul its multiplied oiJtrationsi, 
striirk me with au a£rrepalile siiriiri/e. 1 had learnt 
fn>m l>r. Johnson, cIuHi^ this interview, itot to think 
with a dejected indiSerence of Ihc worl:^ of art, and the 
ple^idurcft of life, became life is uncertain and ^ort ; but 
to consider such indifference as a failure of reason, s 
morbidne^ of uiim); for happiness should be cultivated 
as much as we can* and the objecu which are insiru- 
mental to it should be steadily co(»sidcred as of im{X>rt- 
nnce with a reference not only to ourselves^ but to 
mnhitiides in siicce^ive agc& Though it \s prosier to 
Talue small parts, as 

** SaolU make the mouninln, momcQU make the feat ; " ■ 

yet we roust contemplate, collectively, to have a just 
estimation of ohject»- One moment's liciiiff uneasy or 
not, M'^ms of no coiisdiucno!; yet this niflv Ik: thought 
of thu next, and Uie next, and so on, till there is a large 
portion of misery. In the same way oive must think 
of happint'Wi, of learning, of friendship. We cannot 
tell the precise moment when frtendadiip is formed. 
As in filling a vessel drop by drop, there ia at last a 
drop which makes il nm over; so in a ^erie» of kind- 
nesses thei\^ i^ at lusl onL* which makes the heart run 
over. We must not divide the objects of our attention 
into minute {Kirts. and think scjKiTatcly of each part. 
It is by contemplating a Urge mass of human existence, 

* See HnlUm'si HKtocy of Derby, a book whkh is deservedly 
eUctrDL-d for lb it:ironQAilon, MCiiincy. aad good PAmrtlTe* Imked 
tke nge ia vbkli ve iire b embcntlydMa^bted by tofxi^pltical 
««ccUcncc, 

J Voting, 
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that a man, while he sets a just vslue on his own life, 
dof^ nnt think of his death ns annihilating nil that is 
IglWt nnd ploAfting in the world, as if actually contained 
in hh 7/iind, according to Berkeley's reverie. If his 
imagination be not sickly and feeble, it " wings its dift- 
tant way'* far bcyoiid hhnieir, and viewa the world in 
unceik^it^ activity of ever^r ^rt. It niu&t Ik; ticknow- 
lei%cil, however, that Pi*jje's jilaintive refleclioii, tli&t 
an things vould he as gny as c^Tr. on the day of his 
deathf is natnral and common. We arc apt to transfer 
to all around us our own gloom, without considering 
that at any given point of time t(»ci'e is, perhaps, as 
much youth nnd gaiety in the work! as at another. 
Bcfoi'c I came into this lifp* in which I have hnd so 
many pleasant scenes, have not thousandK and ten 
thmiitRncis of death* und funernl* hnpiK-ned, and have 
not fnn^ilieft lioen in gi*ief for thetr nearest relations? 
Rtit have tho^e dismal ciretinifttAneefi at all afleeted 
nref Why then should the gloomy scenes which I ex- 
perience, or which I know, aiU*<H other* ? 1^*1 us guard 
againAt iniBgining that there ia an end of felicity upon 
earths when we ourselves grow cid, or are unhappy. 

Dr Johnson lold us at tea, that when some of Dr. 
Dodd's |iious friends were tryii^ to console him by saying 
tliat he was going to leave ** a wretched world/' he had 
honesty enough not to join in thp cant;*—" No, no, 
(aaid he,) it has been a very afrrceable world to me*" 
Johnson added, " I respect l3odd for thus speaking the 
truth: for, to be sure, he had for several ycai"* enjoyed 
a life of great votniituouBne**." 

lie told iiH^ that Dodd's city friends stood by him ro, 
that a thousand pounds were ready to be given to the 
gaoler, if ho i«-ould let him escape. He added, that be 
knew a friend of Do<ld'», who walked abont Newgate 
for some tiu»e on the evening ht-forv the day of his exe- 
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cuiion, with five hundred pouncU id his pocket, rcody 
to Ik? paid to any of the turnkeys who could f^ him 
out, but it was too lat«: for he was watched with much 
drciimsi>:*clioin He said, Dodd's friemls h;id an image 
of liim made of wax, which was lo h^vc l)«?n left ia 
his place; and he believed it was carried into the priaon. 

Johnson disapproved of Dr. Dodd's^ learijig tlie world 
pcrsimdcd that " 'J'bc Convict'* Address to hi* unhaf^y 
Brethren/' was of his own writing, " But. Sir, (said !,) 
you contril>ut«il (o Ihe deception ; for wlwn IVIr. Seward 
expressed a doubt to you that it wa» not Dodd's own, 
bccaii£e it had a gi-eat deal more force of mind in it 
than any thing known to be Im, you answered, — ' Whj 
should you think so? Dei>eml upon it, Sir, when any 
man knows he i^ to be hanged in a fortnight, it roneen- 
tratea his mind wotidertuUy/ " Johnson. " Sir, as 
Dodd got it frona me to pass a^ his own, while that 
could do iiim any good, that was an implied promise 
that I sbonld not own it. To own it, thenpfore, would 
have been telling a lie. with the addilion of breach of 
pi-oioise, which was worse than simply telling a lie to 
make it be believed it was Dodd't. Besides, Sir, 1 did 
not directly tell a lie: 1 Xeh the matter uncertain. 
Perlui]^ 1 thought that Seward would not believe it the 
less to be mine f4>i' what I said; but I would not piit it 
iu liis |)ower tu&ay I hnd owned it," 

He praised BUiir* Scnnons: " Yet," said he, 
(willing to let ut see Ik- was awaie that fashionable 
Tanic, however deserved, is not always the mo^t lai^ting*) 
" ptrhaps tbey may not l)e re-printed after seven years; 
at least not after Blair s dcalli/' 

He said, " Goldsmith was n |)lint that flowered late. 
Tttere appeared nothing reoiarkahk about him wlien 
lie was young; though when be had got high in fame^ 
one of hii friends lx*gan to recollect sometlitng of hii 
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being distinguished at Ollcgc/ Goldsmith in the 
3An\e manner recollefted more of that friend's early 
jreai's, as h^ J?^^' ^ gfi^at^r man." 

I m<>ntioncd that Lord Monboddo told me, he awaked 
e»or)" morriing nt (out, and then for his hcoHh f;ot up 
and 1^-alkcd in hia room naked, with the window opcot 
which he called taking an air-bath; after which he 
M'cnt to l>cd a^ain, and slept two tiours more. John- 
son, who was always ready to beat down any thing that 
seemed to be exhibited with disproportionate import- 
ance, thus observed t ** I suppose Sir, there i;? no more 
in it than this he wakes at four^ and oinnot steep till 
he diilis himwir, Rnd makes tlie warmth of the bed a 
|:ratefid sensation * 

I talked of the diflScuttr erf" rising in tJie morning. 
Dr. Juhnson told mc» *■ that the learned Mrs, Carter^ 
at th:tt |>cnod when she was eager in study, did not 
awake n« early a» she wished, and she therefore had a 
contrivance, that, at a eertain honr, her chamher-li^t 
dhould huiTJ a string to which a heavy weight was siis- 
pcnH<>d, whidi then fell with a fftronjs;- sudden noise: 
this roused her from sleep^ and tl»en she had no diffi- 
culty in getting up.** Hut I ^oid t/itii was my difli- 
cuhy- and wi^ed there could be soii>e medicine inveuted 
which wduM make one rise without pain^ which I never 
did, unless after lying in bed a very long lime- Per- 
luq» there may be r^methin;; iu the sturcfi of Nature 
whkrb could do this. I have thought of a pully to raise 
mc groduttHy; but that would give me pain, as it 
would (Touateract my laterDal inclination. I would 
Iiavc iometJiing- that can dissipate the vis ineriifr^ and 
give etaAtidty to the amides. \^ I imagme thnt the 
human liody may be put, by the operation of other wib- 

' [H^MM di8ianK«itihed ia oplle^«. a«ip|K«nfntnaorcum«iaace 
mcniiou^a by Dr. Kearney. Sec vol. 1. p. 362, adiI 363. Malom,] 
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steDCttt into an)* state in which it has ever been ; and 
IS I have experienced a state in whidi rising from 
bed was not disagreenWe, but ea*y» nay, sometimes 
ap^reeahle: I supjiosc that this slate may be produced, 
if we knew by vhnt. We can heat the liody, we car* 
eool it; we can gitre it tcnuon or relaxation : and surely 
it 18 pot^iblo to brin); it into ft fttate in which ming 
from bed mil not be a pnin. 

Johnson ob»crvedf that " a man 5ihould take a suffi* 
cieat f|u&ntity of :»li:^p, which Dr, Mcud >iiy!( » lietween 
seven and nine hour». I t^ild bim, that Dr. CuUeii suid 
to me, that a man should not take more sleep than lit! 
can take at' once." ioHKsoK. " 'J'his nile, Sir, can- 
not hold in all cases; for many people have their sleep 
broken by sickness ; and surely, Cullen would uot have 
a man to get up, after having slept but an hour. Such 
a r^noi<^n would soon end in a long skep" * Dr* 
Taylor remarked I think very justly, that ** a man who 
docs not feel an inclination to sleep at the ordinary 
times, instead of Iieing f^tron^r than other pt^oplc, must 
not be well : for a man in health has all the natural 
inclinations to eat, driuk, and steep^ in a strong degree.** 

«Thii r^iipancQ wtu. however* pnwtiwd hj BUliop Kc*. of wIiom 
Hnvikinc (aot Sir John) in 1i» life of lluu vencrablo IVeUl^, page 4^ 
tclU UK, " Aad that neither \m itudy mi^^hi be the aggreuor on bis 
hoon of ia«tniction, or nliAt he judged hn dutjr, proTtnt hu im- 
|}n>vemfnt« ; or both. hU closrl wWrf**^: Ut Kib Cinn ; ln^ utrietly 
aocwtomrd hijosel/ ti> but one »lctp, nliich often obliged hitn to m« 
at one nr tvro of the dock in ihv rooming, and rametioicv *ooncr; 
»nJ |;fvw no hMUtual, llmt it euoimued with him alauvl lUI liui Um 
)l1n<«L And HO Uvfty »nd cheerful vriu hU lcn>|Kr, tl^t he wo«1d 
W ^ery fiif piinua nnd rntrrtainin^ io hii fn^ndi in the eTfnin^, trm 
whea it was perceived that with ditbculty he kept hueyesofMn : aod 
then teemed to go to n»\ with no other purpo«r thnn the Ttfreshiiig 
wmI rnjibliag hia with more vi^ur mod cheerfulness to »ing hb 
nommg hymn, fti he then tsed to do to tiia lute bdon be |Hil ctt bit 
clotkci," ' 
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Johnson acjvi#c<) me to-ni^ht not to refine in the 
education of my children. " Life, (said he) will not 
l>ear refinement : you must do as other |>eople do*** 

As we dmve back to Ashboume, Dr, John<ion rccom- 
mciiili'fl to me, fifl he had oden done, to drink water 
oid^: " For («iid he) you we then »ure not to g«t 
drunk ; whereas, if yo« drink wine, ymi ere nc%'cr t*tire" 
I said, drioking wine was a pkosiire which I was un- 
willing to give up. " Why, Sir, (said he) there is no 
doubt that not to drink wine as n great deduction from 
life: but il may be necessary." He however owned, 
that in his opinion a free use of wine did not shorten 
life; and said, lie would not ^ve less for the life of a 
certain Scotch Lord (whom he named) celebrated for 
hard drinking, than for that of a sober man. " But 
stay, ($aid he> with his usual intelligence, and accuracy 
of enquiry^) does it take much wine to make him 
drunk T' I answered, " a g^reat deal either of wine or 
strong punch " — " Then, (said he) that is the worse." 
I presume to illustrate my friend'a observation thus; 
" A ffifiT&tA which «ooa surrenders has its walls less 
shattered, than when a long and <Jjft1tnate resistance is 
made/' 

I ventured to mention a person who was as violent a 
Scotchman ii» he ivas an Engtishmun; and literally had 
the satnir contempt for an Engii^hman compaix^d with 
a Scotchmanj that he had for a Scotchman compared 
with an Knglishman; and that he would say of Dr, 
Johnson, " Damned rascal! to talk as he does of the 
Scotch," This seenHxl, for a moment, " to pve him 
pauw." It, [icrhaps. preiented his exli'eme prtyudice 
against the Scotch in a point of view somewhat new to 
him by the effect of contrast. 
Bj the time when wc returned to jVshboume, Dr. 
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Taylor was gone to bed. Johnson and I sat ii|> a long 
time hy ourselves. 

He was niucii cUrcrlcd with an artidc wliich I 
idM^wirJ liim ID the '* CriU«;al Review" of tliia year, 
giving un iiocounl of a curious publicutiuup cntitleU, 
** A s{>ihtual Diarj' iind Soliloquies, by John Hutty, 
Al. D." Dr. llutty was one of the people called 
Quakers, a physician of some eminence in Dublin, and 
authour of several works. This Diary, which wan kept 
from 1753 to 1 775, the year in which he died, ,iiid was 
now published in two volumes octarOr exhibited in the 
simplicity of his heart, a minute and honest register of the 
state cf his mind: which, ihougfi freciuently bughahle 
enough, was not more so than the hbtnry of in;tny men 
would l>e> if recorded willi apml fairness. 

The following specimens were extracted by the 
Review era ; 

"Tenth month, 1753. 

" £d. Induigcnice in bed an hour too lon^. 

** Twelfth month, 17. An liypochondria<i£ obnubila- 
tacm from wind and iudige^tion. 

" Kinih month, 28. An over-dose of wliiskey- 

" 29- A dull, cross, cholerick day, 

*' First moi3tb, 1757 — iSn A little swinish at dinoer 
and repast. 

" Dog^'d on provocation. 

*' Second month, 5. Very do^;ed or snappi^ 

" ll. Snappitih on ffwting. 

^' 26. Cursed snapirislmess to those under mc, oo a 
bodily indisposition. 

** Third month, 11> On a provocntioffif exerdaeda 
dumb resentment for two cluyF, iiutcad of scolding. 

«« S2. Scalded too veheoienUy. 
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** S3* Dogged again. 

** FourtJi month, 29* MiMrlmtiically and sinfully 

Johnson Uughed heartily at this (food Qaietist's selt 
condi'^mmng fniiitiltrs; particularly at his mentioning, 
with such a serious regret, occ4isiona] instonecs of" swin- 
ishness in eating, an<l ifoggetlness *>f temper" He 
thought the observations of the Critical Reviewers upon 
the importance of a man to himself so iugeniotis and »o 
well expressed, that 1 ^hixW here introduce tJiem. 

After ohtiierviiig, that " tlicrc i\v^ few writers ^Iio 
hare gained any reputation by it-conling thuir own 
actions" they say» 

" We may reditce the egotists to four classes. In 
thc^rj/ we have JuUiis Ca-sar: he relates his own 
tnasactions; but ho relates theni with jK^culiar ^ace 
and dij^ity, and his narrative h supported by the 
greatness of his chaxactcr and achievements. In the 
secottd class we have Marcus Aittomnus: this writer 
has gfiven us a aeries of reflections on hts own life; 
but \m sentiments are so noble, his nioralityso siiblime» 
that his meciitntion^; arr universally admired. In the 
thirti cia«* we have some others of tolerable credit, who 
have given importance lo their own private history by 
an intermixture of literary anecdotes, and the occur- 
rences of, their own times ; the celebrated Huctim Ims 
published an entertaining volume upon this plan, ' Dc 
rcbm ad turn ^rtincntibus,' Jn the /on rik class we 
have the journalists, temporal and spiriluol: Elias Ash- 
mole, William Lilly, Gcoi^e Whileficid, John Wesley, 
and a thousand other old women and fanatick writers 
of memoirs and meditations." 

I mentioned lo him that Dr. Hugh Btair, in hi?^ loo- 
turcsouRhelorick and Belles Lctlrcs, which I heard him 
deliver al Edinburgh, had animadverted on the John- 
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sonian stjlc as Uro poni|>ous; ami cUtein|aed ta iiiiilale 
il, by giving a sentence of Addison in " The Spccu- 
tor,' No, 411, in the manner of Johnson. When 
tnraling of the utility of the pleasures of imaginalion in 
preserving us from vice, it is observed of those " who 
know not how to be idle and innocent," that '' their 
very first step out of business is into vice or follr;" 
'which Dr. Blair supposed would have been expivss^Ml in 
*' The Rambler*" thus : ** their very first step out of 
the regions of business is into the perturbation of vice, 
or the vacuity of folly/'* JOMXSON- " Sr, these are 
not the words I should havo used. No» Sir; the imi- 
tators of my style have not hit it, Mits Aikin has done 
it the best; for she has imitated the ^nttmcnt as well 
as the diction." 

I iulend, before this work is concluded, to exhibit 
spedmens of itnitation of my friend's style in various 
modes ; some caricaturing or mimicking it^ and some 
formed upon it, whethtT intentionally, or with a degree 
of similarity to it, of wliich, perhaps, the writers were 
not conscious. 

In Barelti'i Review, which he published in Italy, 
under the title of '* Fbusta Letterakia/' it is ob* 
served, tliut Dr. Robeitson the historian had formed his 
slyk; upon that of '* It ctkbre Sttmucle JohnscnJ* My 
friend himself was of that opinion ; for he once said to 
la&j in a pleasant humour, " Sir, if Robertson's style 
be faulty, he owes it to me; that !», having loo many 
words, and those too big one^.** 

* MTitn Dr. Blair publiMbed hrt *' LeoluT^i," he wtw ioTidiousIf 
sUftcktil for having omtttrtl hia eecnitre on Johnson's ^lyt^, ■'^nd* on 
thecootr»r>\ unij>ioHf il tiiglilr. But before that tim« Johmon* 
" livo o( iht Poctt " Hsil aiipcaml, in wbich hU atyle wu con- 
■iderablf dsicr, than when he nT04« '^The Konabler." It woukl. 
therefore, hive been \incandid ip Blur, wirs tuppoeiag hla criiklan 
to hare been jmt, lo hiiTV prAcrred it. 
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I reiiil to him a letter which Lonl Monliocldo had 
written to me, containing some critical remarks u[ion 
the style of hi» " Journey to the Western Islands of 
Scotland" His T-nrdship praised the very fine passage 
upon landing at ln>liiikill : ^ luit hiA oii'n stylr hf^ing 
exceedingly dry and h«rd^ he disapproved of the rich- 
nesA of JohmonU hinguR|^, and of hig frequent use of 
metaphorical exprcssrons. JonxsoK. " Why, Sir, this 
criticism wotd<l he just, if, in my styk. superfluous 
word», or words too hig for the thoughts, could be 
pointed 9ut ; but this I du not believe can be done. 
For instance* in the passage which I-^rd i^Ionboddo 
aduiires, * We were now treading that illustrious 
region/ the word iUmlrious^ contributes nothing to the 
mere narration ; for the fact might l*e told without it : 
but it is not, thereforc, superfluous; for it wakes the 
mind to peculiar attention, where something of more 
than usual importance is to K- presented. 'Illustrious!' 

< " \VK wtrc now treftdbg (hat illutlrkms ithnd, which wm once 
the lumimiry of iht C^k-doman region*, whence t^vnge dnnii and 
roviait barbanam derived [he bencbln 0I knowted^, jinil the bleiu- 
ifiga of rellgioo. To sbAtT»ci the mind from all local irmoUun would 
be inpoMtblt^ if it wcrv cndenTOurcJ, imd vi^uld he footUh if it 
wtT« |KMaib]«. U1iat«v«T withdnwi lis ^ri the povr«r of our Mniet, 
ivhaicvcr nukn tbc paM. the di&tnnt, or th^ future. prr^lominAte 
over thr prcac'nt, advances i» in thi' diguicy of thinkintc bcin^. V^t 
from mtt and from my friends, be Hncb frigid philosophy, ax Tiuy 
condnct ui, ladiflereat and unmoved, orer any j^rounJ ubich has 
been difnificd by wiadom, bravery, or virtue. ili4;man ii little to 
be eniied, ivlio«c iKttriotUm vould rot pan force ypon the plain of 
Marathon, ur whoHc piely would aoi grow warmer anKMi^ the ruinA 
of lonn." 

JInd otir Tour produced noUiia; elac but thi« sublim* pmumge, the 
world muii hare itcinowfcd^ that itwM not made m rain, Sr 
Joncph UanLi> Ihe j>rrienl reipcctnble President of the Aoyil Soci- 
ety, told me, he wiu kj> much Htnick on rc^Iitj^ it, that he duped 
hin hooda tog<eil;cr, aikd rvtnaincd for lomc lime^in an attitude nf 
ftilcot Admirmioo. 

VOJU, III, ^ 
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— ^fi»r ^vliat ? and Oicn the sentence proceeds to ex|iind 
tbccirctjmstAnces connected w-ilh lona. And, Sir, fts 
to ntetajihoriciil exprcT^ion, that is » f^rent excelkncp tn 
iltyle, wh^Q it i«: ujucA with pi'oprii.'ty, for it givps rou 
two id<?;i!i for one; — conveys the meaning more Itinii- 
nouidy, and generally with a i>eroep*ian df delifjht," 

He told mc^ that he had been oskcd to undertake the 
new edition *if the tiiogmfff/ia BritamncUy hut hod 
dcdiiied U; wliich lit* iifterwiirds said u> me !»• rc-greUed. 
In this regret many will joint Iseeaose it would have 
procured us more of Johnson's moLSt delightful species 
of writing; imd tilthouf^h my friend Dr. Ki[>pis ' hfls 
hitlierto diselmrged the task judiciously, distinctly, and 
with more imjinniBHty than mi^ht have t>een expected 
fronj a Separati?^t, it were to have been wished that the 
niperintendaiKT of this literary Temple of Fame, had 
been assigned to " a frieitd to the (constitution in Church 
and State-" We should not then hare had it too much 
crowded with olMcure difoH^ntinjr teiichci>i, doiil>tlcs5 men 
of merit and worth, hut not quite* to he numbered 
amongst " the mu:(t eminent pcn«ons vho have flou- 
n«bc4 in Grcut Brituiu and In-Jund.*" 

' [After having given to the puMiei thr fa%X tiwrol^nea of aueir 
ctiilkra of D10ORAM11A BfttTAMKiCA, bnwtvn ^hv vnin 177S uoi 
ITffi. I>r< KipfntriM, Odotwr 8, 1795; and lh« woilc ii net Likely 
1i>beiconeofnplrtc(f, ^IxLOTtB.] 

* In tkh ecniaro wliich tiai Imti c^ifeleuly ulKrcd, I cmlcMl^ 
iftioffd. D«tinj«ilicG to Dr. Kippln, who, with Ihai Di^nlj^cmtfil 
good Itnspfr wtikh nwki fai^ cliAfwic-r, art bk ngtrt, 1 r»w «til!i 
flett«ufc r«Mct ii ; and I dctine il Diftv be fmrlicvlarly okoervi^, m 
pointed 001 hf liifn 10 mc, that, " Tbo bcw liv^s of diiM!i]ti»|* 
OiviM, huhcfint fdarwikinietof thewmnH^itUHwi ofthr " liio- 
gntpUa Bfkmmua,*' mn tboM of Jokii Abvnwfhy. 'flmmu Amory, 
Ovoffgt O o w , Hu^ llfow^htoo the konivd Puritwi, Simon ftrownt, 
Tmpli Bo^ ol DubJtn, ThMMi Camm^ht tb« Ic&meil l^inUm, 
Wi4 Samel ClMndicr. Hi* ody doubc J hiv« cfer h«ard »i^]^t>i«il 
it, whfiher ibcre abould bave be«a as ankle of Dr. Anory. Birt I 
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On Saturday, Scptombor 20, after Iflrrnfcfa^t, wJi«?n 
Taylor was gone out to his fnrm, Dr, Johnson nnd I 
had a serious conver^tion bj otiraclves on melancholj 
And mnilne^; ivhich he was. I always thought, erro- 
neously iiieliiit-cl to coiirounJ tt^cthcr. Mt-lmicholy, 
like " great wit/^ may lie, "near allied to madness;* 
but thci'c is^ in juy o[nnioii, a distinct se[)aralion between 
them. When he talked of nmdnesSf he was to fce 
understood ns sjieaking of those who were in any great 
degree disturbed, or as it is commonly expressed^ 
*■ troubled in mind/' Some of the andcnt philoso- 
phers held, thai all derialions from right reason were 
madness ; nnd whoei'er wishes to see the opinions lioth 
of ancients and modenia upon ttus fltdijeet, eollecled and 



wai convinced, amd am -I'll conWncci', l!i« Yv wa^ tnliUeJ to one, 
from the rMtTitjr of Kn ItArning, nnd the cie«-llvni and candid natur* 
of hu pncttcal wriuogift. 

" The new lives of cler]^mcn of the church of Rnjdand, in tJie 
iUK tout votunett arc m follows : Jolin Balj^uy, Edvmrd Benttam, 
George Bcrklcvi Hi^hop of Cloync, UllUdm Berrtmnn, 'fhoiDia 
Ditch, Willimn Bwl«e, Thomas BoU, Jaucs Bmdlcy, Thoans 
firougluoti, John Brown. John Jiurlcm, Joncpb Dutler, Bkbop of 
Durhc^, Th<-iDfts Cartt-f Edmund Cutti-ll, E^muod ChvhuJI. CbAilev 
Cburd-ill, UMtUm CUrki^, Roberl Ciayian, Uiiluip oF Clogh^r, J^^hn 
Vetkyhrttc, hmhop of BrintoU George Coaisrd, Jmd SamiMl CroxaU. 
^' I lun not coucioia (uys Dr. iCippU) of any partiftlily in C(h\- 
diictin^ the wori, I wmtld not willingl}' inMrt a DJfl*enttng Minuter 
Uwt doCi not jufttly dcKcne to be noticed, or omli an efttablwhed 
ekrgTiaaii Uiat 4oca- At ihv jiame time, 1 ih&ll uot tie dci«rt«d 
frooi inlnxludn)f Dnirntcr* into ihr Biogra^bJiit wlicn I nia MUbiJjed 
that they ore entitltd U> xktit dintinctioi], from ilKtr wriliaga, leftiv-' 
log. and nwnt.' "* 

L«t mc oAd thjil the «iprtf«M» *' A friend to the Comttiution En 
Churcti and Stnte/' w^h not memnt by me, a* nny redectiuu upon 
Uii« licrerend Genllrnuio, m if lie were an enrny to the political 
eoaatilfitkiii of hiA counlrr, a^ e*tnbli»hed at the ficvdntion, bur, 
from ny Mcody tod avowed predilen*oo for n Tory, wnsquDteil from 
" Jofattwns Dklionary " where that duttuvtioa u«o dttincd. , 

N 2 
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illuslratcd wilfa a variety of curious facU, nay read Dr. 
Arnold's very entertaining work.^ 

Johnson said* " A madman loves to be with people 
wlioiii lie fears; not n« a dog fear^ the tasli : but of 
whom he ttiandii in awe-" I was struck i^ilb the jutlicc 
of this observation, To be \vith those of whom a person* 
whose mind is wavering and dejected^ stand3 in awe, 
JTcpressic^ fkud couip09e» un unrasy tumult of s[Hrit;»,^ and 
consoles bim with the contemplation of something 
steady^ and at least comparatively great. 

lie added, "flladmeii arc all sensual iii the lower stages 
of the dislcmiJCT. They arc eager for gratifications to 
sooUi their miiiJs, and divert theii- attention from the 
misery which tliey suQer ; hut when they grow very 
ill, pk^asurc is too weak for theni, and tbey seek for 
pain.' Employment. Sir, and hardships, prevent mHan- 
clioly. I :<iii^se in all our ai^my in America, there was 
not one man who went mad.*' 

* " OUerrations on Insunttv.*' by Thomu Arnoldt M. D. IjOwloilt 

' [CirtUn cafnp(>»ccl b\% mind lending toomdnew, (o» rather 
actually luad. foe nuch he «ccins in hii wrilingT(> learned ni Ihey are,) 
by eKdiing voluniflry |ia'o. V, Card. Op. ct \'\i. IftJtjtMiT.] 

* We read in the OoiprU, (iMt iho#c unfortunate persons, who 
were p<uaf«ivd wiih evil npirito, (wh»^h, altrr mU, I think U the ntoct 
probable «t»c of nuidii^M, as was fint Ktj^gctled to me by ny 
nspeetabte frien^l Sir John Pringle.) hot! reccunc to p»in, tearing 
lhem!ielve« .-inil jnmping HometimrK into the firf* lOinetJmc^ into the 
wiUer- Mr. Sewird h\a furniKbeci tof with a rrmaricabic miKcdotc in 
confiimatMrn of i>r, Jotinvon's ob«ermiiOTt. A trwJeimna who bid 
Mxjuircid a large fortune In Londoo, mired from biuincw, and went 
to lire at Worec«tcr. Ilii mintl, bcinj,' without iu usuaI uceupa- 
tJOB, and hann^ aothieg eUc lo ■supply ica pluee. pfeyt«l tioon iuelf, 
so dial ttiMeftce wM a lonneatie liim. At lau kc vatvetredwitli 
tbcslMej and a friend vha found h\m in one of in ferefui l&tt» 
JMviof< exprened hn conecrn, " No, no, Sir, («aid he) don't piiy 
3De; what I now frel U eait. corapared viith ilut torture of aiad 
Irom «bU it rcUent mt." 
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We entered seriously upon a qu«tii>n-ftf mu<?h import- 
aiKo to me^ which Johnson ua« pl<^nf3e<l to contider 
with friendly Attention. I hud long- comptained to him 
that I fcU iny*clf discontented in Scotland^ us too 
nan-ow a sphere, and thnt I wished to make my chief 
reudence i[i London, the grxrat scene of ambition, in- 
struction, and tinm!«cment: a scene, which was tn me^ 
coiii|KtrativclT sjicakinif, a heaven upnn eanh, JorissoN, 
" Why. Sir, 1 never knew any one who had such a 
gust for London as you have : and I cannot Manic you 
for your wi»h to live there ; yet. Sir, were I in your 
father's place. I should not consent to your settling 
there; for I have the old feudal notions, and I should 
be nfraid that Auchinleck would be deserted, as yoa 
would t»on find it more desirable to havcarountrj'-seat 
in a liettercliniflte- 1 own, however^ that to n>n*ider 
it a<( a duty to rf-fiidt' or n family 4r%1»te U ii prejuilire ; 
fbr we muflt coniider, that working^peopte get cmploy- 
nicnt erjually, and the produce of land is sold equally, 
whether a ^cat fattiily resides at home or not ; and if 
the rent3 of an estate be cai^ricd to I^ndon^ they return 
again in the circulatim of commerce; nay. Sir, we 
must prrhjii^ allow, that earryin^ the rent5 to a dis- 
tance U a good, becau.se it contributc^i to that circula* 
tion. Wc must, however, allow, that a weU»i'eg«latcd 
great family may improve a neighbourhood in civility 
and elcj^ance, and pve an example of ^od urder, virtue^ 
and piety; and so ic^ residence at home may be of 
much advantage. Rut if a great fan*ily l>e disorderly 
and vicious, its residence at home in very j^emicious to 
a neighbourhood. T)»ere U not now the same induce, 
ment to live in the country Skst formerly ; the pleasurcm 
of social life arc much belter enjoyed in town ; and 
there is no longer in the country that power and influ- 
ence in proprietors of land which tliey hud in old tiaief^ 
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and which made the couutry so agreeable to them, 
^e Lainl of Aucliitikck itow is not near so ^rcat a 
man as the Laird of Auchinleck was a hundi^ years 
aeo," 

I Uid htm» that one of my ance^ton nerer went 
Eroni home without being attended by thirty men on 
}]on»L*buck. JohnivOii'^ 3dircwdDO«« and spirit of enquiry 
were exerte^l upon cvcrj' occasion. ■* Pray (said hc») 
Low did yo4tr aw:c»tor support lut tliirty men and thirty 
bonc5 when be went at a dUtuuvc boni liciiue, in an 
^ewben there was hardly any money in circiilatitin?" 
I aitfi^i^Hted the f^ame dilKcuky to a friend uho men^ 
timed Oouglai'.s going to the Holy luiud with a nuine- 
>ous train of TuHowers. OougUbs could, no doubly 
maintain followers enough while livin^^ upon his own 
landi, tile produce of which supplied tliein with food; 
but he could not carry that food to the Holy Land ; 
and as there was no coaimeix^e by wliidi he could be 
supplied with niODcy, how could he maintain them in 
fbi'ei^n countries ? 

I »uggc9ted a doubt, that if I were to reside ia 
LcmdoOt the cxqui^tc zeat willi which 1 rdleliw] it ia 
-occaaional Wsila mi^ht ^o oJT, and 1 uught grow tirod 
ofiU JuiiNf^oN. " Why, Sir, yuu tiinl uo m«iij, at ail 
intelleetual, wlio is willing to leave Lcvudun. No^ Sir, 
when a man is tired of Iximlon, he is tired of Ule; for 
■there is in l^ndon all that life can afford/' 

To obviate Ids apprehension, that by settling in 
LoiKlon I mi^ht desert the scat of my ancestors, I 
assured him tliat 1 bad old feuJal principles to a degree 
fif cnthnsiasni; «nd that I felt all the du/cedoof tiie 
natale sfflurn. I rendnded hini, that tlic l^itl of 
Auchinleck bad an elegnai hons^, in h-ont of which he 
could ride ten mile^ forward upon hit own territories, 
upon which he had upwards of ux hundred pL^pk 
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attached to him: that the familj^ seat wnn rich in natural 
romantjck t>efliitic?jtorTY)ck» wood, nnci wat^r; iin<l that 
tn my " room of life '* I had appropriated the flncit 
descriptitmit in the nncirrit {'Isi^icfc?^ to crrtnin scenes 
tlicro, which were thus associated in my mind. That 
when aU thi^ waa considered* I should certainly p<ns» a 
part of tlic year at home, and enjoy it Uie iiiorv from 
variety, aiitd fi\iiu liriii^iit^ ^tith mt: » shnrc- of the 
intellectual stores o( Ok* aRarD|»jIt>. He listened to 
all this, ami kindly '* ho|ied it might ba as 1 now 
snppttstnl," 

lie said, a country gentl4?man sliould hrin^ his latljr 
to visit London a^ soon as he can, that they niay have 
agreeable to|uck9 for conversation when they arc bf 
themselves. 

Ad I meditated trrinj^ my fortune in Westminster 
Hall, our rottVL-rsntion tnrneil upon tin* |>rotW«ion cri' 
the law in Ktif^land. JoiiN'ifoK. ** You mint not in- 
dulge too sanguine hoficst should jou be called to our 
bar. I WO!* tohl, by o rery ;«u!»ibk; lawyer, that there 
arc a great tnany chaoces against any man's mjccc&s in 
the profe^ioii of t)ie law; the caiididatet^ are to nuiuer^ 
OHSt und those who get lar^ practice so few. He said, 
it was by nr> mean:« true tiiat a man of ^od parts and 
application is sun.* of having buEiness, tjiough he. indeed, 
allowed that if Kudi a man could lait appear in a few 
liis merit would . be known, and he would i;et 
hut that the gmat ri^k was, that a nian mij^ht 
half a life-time in the Courts and never have an 
opportunity of shewing his ahUities/' ^ 



> Nonr. m the difrUince oi fifteen ytan tince tbisi canterMtioD 
paued, Uit obtcmuion which I have l&ail aa opportunity or inaktag 
in Wouuiivitcr HaLL ba« convinced me, tlut, botrcvcf Irue the 
opinion or Dr. Johnson '» le^il friend nt^y luve been sooac time ago^ 
the latnc ccitaintjr of «iicct«4 cnimoi now tie pronbcd t4> the i 
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We talked of emplovmciit Wiug djsolntely necessary 
to preserve the mind from wearying and growinfj fretful, 
especially in those who have a tendency to melancholy; 
and I mentioned to hira a saying which somebody had 
n^lJlTe<l of nn American saviige, who, when an Kuropeaii 
won expatiating nn all the advantage* of money, put 
this <|uedtion : ** Will it purchase occupation ? " JOHN- 
SON. ** Depend upon it. Sir, this saying is too rc6ned 
for a ravage. And, Sir, money uiT/ purchaunc occupa- 
tJon; it will pun:liase all the conveniences of life; it 
will purchajie variety of company; it will pinxhase all 
sorts of entertainment'' 

I talked to him of Porater's *' Voyage to tlic South 
Scajf," which pleased me ; but I found ho did not like 
it. " Sir, <«aid he,) there is a gi-eal affectation of fine 
writing in it/' Boswklu " But he carries you along 
With him-" Johnson. *' Xo. Sir; he does not carry 
flic along with him; he leaves me liehind him: or 
rather, indeed, he ^eta me b«^for(^ h^m ; for he makes 
me turn over many Icnvci at a lime," 

On Sunday, September 1?, wa went to tha church 
ol' Ashbourne, which is one of the largest and most 
luminous that I have seen in any town of the same si«e. 
I felt great sati^fjiction in coa^idmng tlmt I was sup- 
ported iit my fondness for solemn publick worship by 
the gciienJ conairrence and munificence of mankind. 

Johnson nnd Taylor were so diflVrent from each 
other, that I wondered at their preserving an intimacy. 
Tbcir having been at school and college together, 
might, in some degn^ account for tfab; but Sir Joshua 
Reynolds has furnished me with a stronger reason ; for 

diiplAjr of incriu Th« msans, bowtrer, of iht rapid rise of soidc, 
and the disnppoinlmrat of ofhcn cquadtj mpectabic, nrt fuch oa ii 
migM t«cm intuliou* to enrntton, aaO weukl rrquirr n loftj^f detail 
than would be proper for this fforlc. 



/Ktet, 68.] 



Da. JOftNSOK. 



185 



Johnson m«?ntionE!d to him. thtt he had been totd hy 
Taylor fie was to Ik? hl^ heir I shaJ nr>t t«ke upon 
me to iini mud vert ii[tori Ibift; hut r^rtniii it U that 
Johriion [>^id ^cnt attention to Taylor, He now, 
however, said to me, " Sir, I love him ; but I do not 
' love him more; my regard for hiiti docs not increoje. 
Ad it iii Haid in the Apocrypha, " bis talk is of btil- 
lodm."^ I do not suppose he is very fond of my com- 
pany. His hahit» are by no niemiH suflidenily clericatr 
this he knows that I »ce; and no num likes to live 
under Ibe eye of perpetual disapprohation." 

I have no doubt that a good mnny sermons were 
composed for Taylor by Johnson. At this time I 
found upon his liiblo, » part of one which he had newly 
begun to write; and Coitcio pro Taytoro api)ears in 
one of his diaries. When to the^ cipcumsliuic^es we 
add the internal evidenee from the [H>wer of thinking 
and style, in Ibe eolleetion which the Reverend Mr. 
Hayes had published, with the signijicaftt title of 
" Sermons Uft for publication by the Itevcmnd John 
Taylor, LL. D." our eonviction will lie xrompletc. 

I,, however, wotjld not bare it thought^ that Dr. 
Taylor, thi>ugh he eould not write like John^uii, {futi 
indeed, who could ?) did not sometimes compose ser* 
mons as ^od &d those which we generally have from 
'▼ery re*|icctaWc divioesL He shewed me one with 
nrHcs on the marpn in Johnson'jf hand-writing: ; and I 
was present when he read another to Johnson, lliat he 
miffht have his opinion of it, and Johnson said it was 
" very well.** These, we may he sui-e, vere not John- 
son's: (ot he was aljove little art?i, or trlrks nf deception. 

Johnson was by no means oi'opiiiioCr that every man 

* Ecc1niulico^ chnp. wxxttu r. 25. The whole chapter mny be 
rrail ai an o^tninblc iilmimiioa oi tbe aujjcriorily of cultivated 
minds orer iht gfoas and illiicrate. f -^ 
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of a Icurnt-d profession .should consider it as incumbent 
upoii iiim, or a^ necessary to liis creditt to a|t|>tiar as 
ou aulbour. When in the ardour of amhitiun for lite- 
rary fatno. I regi^tted to him one day that an eminent 
Judge had nuUiing of it. aiul tl^rcfuix; would If ave no 
]>erpetuaJ monument of himiieir to posterity ; ** Alas» 
Sir, (faid Johnfion) what a maM of eonfuKJon should we 
have* if every Bishop, nnd cvciy Judgei every I^awycfp 
IMiydician, utid l>iviiK-, were tc> write buoks." 

I mentioned to Johnson u rr^jjcctablc (vcrsou of a 
very strong mind, who had little of that tcndentcss 
whidi iH coaimon to human nature; as an instance of 
which, when 1 sug^^ested to him tiiat he ^boidd imrite 
his soil, who had been settled ten yeai^ in fomgii parts, 
to come home and pay him a visit, hi:: answer was, 
" No, no, let him mind. his biisine>&/^ Johnson. '* 1 
do not af^ree with him, Su*, in this. Getting money is not 
all a man's badness: to cultivate kindncsa h a valuable 
part of the biiAtness of life." 

In the evening;, Johnson being in veiy good xpirils, 
entertained lu nith «evunil chnnictcrifttical {KfiirAitc j I 
regret that any of tbeni C5ca|)ccl my retention and dUi- 
gencc* i found from cxpcrimci:, that to collect my 
fricnd'a conversation so «5 to exhibit it with any degree 
of its original tlavour» it was necessary to write it dowa 
without delay. To record his uiyings, ailer some dis* 
tancc of time, was like jifesei^vina; or pirkUnc: long*kept 
and laded fruits, or other vegctuble:^, which, vthco in 
that Htate, have Uule or notluug of their ta&te wlicn 
fi^h. 

I shall present my rcaderji with a serie:^ of what I 
ga^iereil this evening Irom the Johnsonian garden. 

« My friend, the late Earl of CWke^ had a great 
denre to maintain the literary character of hi« family : 
be WQfl a genteel man, but did o^t keep up tlie dignity 
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of his rank. He was so generally ciril, that nobodjr 
tliookod him for it/ 

^ Did we not hear so nuuh *^d of Jack A\llke*i, we- 
thouUl think mow highly of hln conversation. Jack 
has a gtvat %'aricty of talk, Jjtck i» a Hrholar, nnJ Jock 
has the manners of a gentlemau^ But after hearing 
his name souiHkd froni pol« to pole, na the phccnix of 
convivial felicity, \vc uiv di?jii>|K»iiited in his couipanj. 
He liUA always b«en at 7fiC : but I would do Jack a 
kindness, ratlier tlmTi not. The contest is nonr over." 

" Garrick'tf gaiety of conversation has delicacy and 
elci^nce; Foote makes you Inu^h moi'e; hut Foote has 
the air of a htifibon paid for cntcrtainini; the company. 
Hc» indeed, well deserves his hire," 

" Collcy Cihh&r once consulted me as to one of his 
birth-duy Odes* a Ion;; liute before it was wanted. I 
ohjfclod vory i\xxAy to several pa^»a^e&. Cibljer lost 
patience, and would not ivaJ Wn Ode tu an end. When 
we had done with criticisrn we walked over to Rich- 
ardson'^ the authoitr of ' Chirisno,* and I wondered lo 
find Ilichardaon displeased that 1 ' did not treat Cibbcr 
wiilj more retpeci.^ Now, Sir, to talk of rctpcci tor a 
ptayev!" (»iniiin^ diiidaiufuUy.) Boqwell. '* Thervj 
Sir« you arc always heretical : you never will allow 
merit to a player/" JoiissoN. " Merit, Sift what 
merit? Uo you respc>ct a rope-dancer, or a ballad- 
singer?*' BoswKLL. " No, Sir: but we respect a 
(jrcat player, as a man who can couccive lofty senli* 
ments, and can express Uiem gi-acefiiUy/* JoHNSON. 
" AVhat, Sir, u fellow who cla[u a hump on his beck, 
and a lump on his leg, and rries^ - / am Richard iht 
Thh'd?^ Nay^ Sir^ a baUad-singer is a higher man, 
for Ik* does two tlungs \ he repeats and he sing* : there 
ia both recitation and muvick in his |>crformanec ; the 
player only recites*** Boi*wfcl>L, " My dear Sir! you 
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riifiy tiirn nny thing into ridtoult^. 1 nllaw% thnt t 
player of farce i« not e»til1ed to respect; Iio does a little 
thing: but he who can re|>rc«4Mit exalted ch:iracterBj 
and touch the noblest itasaions, has vevy n^inxXtihlc 
powers; imd mahkind Imvc Agreed in mlmiring great 
tak-nta fur the JiXagv^ Wc must consider, tuo» that s 
great plnjer does what very few are cApahle to do; his 
art is a very rare fnciilt>\ ff^'/to can ivpeat Hamlef's 
soUlocjuy, * To be, or not to be/ as Garhck ilocs it ?" 
JOHNOTN* " Any body may. Jemmy, there (a boy 
about eight year* old, who uas in the room) will do it 
as well in a week-" Boswei.l, " No, no. Sir: and a* 
a proof of the merit of great acting, and of (h<; value 
which mankind set upon it. Garriek has got n hundred 
thoasand pounds." Johnson, ** Is getting a hundred 
thotit^and [Krutid^^ a proof of excellence? That has lieen 
dont? by a sconndrel coniniis^uny/' 

This was most fallacioas rcflfioning* I was stirty for 
once, that I had the best side of the ar^imeiit. I 
boldly maintained the just di,-«tinction between a (rnge* 
dian una a merr theatrical droll; beiwcen those who 
rouse our terrour and ptty, end those who only make us 
laugh. " If (said' I) Belterton and Foote were to walk 
into this room, you woidd resj)cct Betterton much more 
than Foote." Johnson. " If Bcticrion wea* to walk 
into this room with Foote, Fonte would soon drive him 
out of it, Foote. Sir, guaicnis Foote, lias jiowers su- 
periour to them all." 

On Monday,^ September ftfi, when at breakfast, I 
unguardedly ^id to Dr. Jolmson, *' I wi«b I »aw you 
and Mr*. Macaulay toother," He grc^v very ang^y; 
and, after a pau:»e, while a cloud gathered on his brow, 
be burst out. " No, Sr; you would not >ec us quarrel, 
to make you sport, Doii't you know that it is very 
wtcivil to pit two people against one another?" Then, 
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checking himscir> and wishing to be more gi;ntte, he 
added* " I do not say you sfhould be hanged or drowned 
for this: but it is very uncinl-'' Dr. Taylor thought 
him iTi thewroncf, and spoke to hhn privately fif it; but 
I afterwards ackuoivledged to Johnson that I was to 
bloinc, for I candidly owiivd, thut I meant to cnijitss a 
deairc to sec a contest between Airs. Macanlay and him; 
but then I knew how the contest would end ; wi that I 
was to «t; him lniiuL|)h.'' Johnson, " Sir^ you ctm- 
not be sure how a contest will end; and no man has 
a right to engage two people in a dispute by which 
their passions may be inflamed, and they may part with 
bitter resentment against each oilier, I would sooner 
Jccep company with a man from whum I must guard my 
pockets, than with a man who contrives to bring me 
into a dispute with somebody that he may liear it. 

Thij* is the great fault of , (naming one of our 

frieridTi) endeavouring to introduce a subject upon which 
ho knows two people* in the rnmpnny differ/' Bos- 
WKLL, " But he told me. Sir, he docs it for iniLtrue- 
tion." JoHNiiON. '* Whatever the motive be, Sn-, the 
man who does so, doe* very wrong. He has no more 
rigljt to instruct himsi-lf at .^uch ri&k» tlmn he ha^ to 
make two people fight a duel, that he umy Icum how to 
defend himself." 

He found great fault \«ith a gentleman of our ac- 
cjuaintancc for keeping a bad table, " Sir, («iid he,) 
when a man i^ invited to dinner, be is di^ppoiiitcd if 
he docs not get something good. 1 advi^^ Mrs. 
Thrale, who ha$ no card-parUes at her house, to give 
sweet-meat-s. and sueh good things, in an evening, a& 
arc rkot commonly given, and she would find company 
enough come to her; for c^'ery body loves to have 
things which please the palate put in their woy^ wttJ^ 
out trouble or prt^itaration." Such was his attention to 
the minuiix of life and manners. 
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He thus characterised the Duke of Deronshin*, 
grandfather of the present rcprewntative of that very 
re«pcotnI)Ie fiimily: " He vns not o man of supAinur 
ahi1it!c>?% hut he wA<t a innn strictly faithM to hU word. 
If, for instAnrK*, hr had promised y^ii nn itcom, and 
none had gron^n that year in hit woods, l»c vould not 
have contented himself with thnt excuse; he would 
have sent to Denmark for it. So unconditional wa% he 
in keeping hi> wm'cl; mj iiigh as lo the point of honour" 
This was a libcml traliinony from the Tory Jofm^on to 
the virtue of a great Whig nol>]cnian. 

Mr. Burke's -^^ I-clter to the Sheriffs of Bristol, oo 
the affairs of America/' being meutioTied, Johnson cen- 
sured the eompoflition much, and he ridiculed llie defi- 
nition of n free fjovcrnment, m. " For any practical 
purpou,% it is what the people think* so,"* — « I will let 
the king of France govern me on those coodilions, (said 
he,) for it is to he gOYenied jn«t a* I please.- And 
when Dr Taylor fnlknl of n ^irl being sent to n pan«h 
workhouse, and asked how much sho could he ohiiged 
to woric, ** Why» (said Johnson,) a* niurh as is reavon- 
able; and what is that? as much os ^kc thinks reji- 
Hinahkr." 

Dr. JuhnftoD oUi^ngJy propowd to carry tne to see 
Islam, a romantick scene, row bclonginf; to a famiJy of 
the name of Port> b4it formerly the seat of the Con- 
grcves, I suppose it is well dcscrilied la some of the 
Tours. Johmon described it di.^nctly and vivitllyf at 
which I could not hut express to him ray wonder; 
because, though my eyes, as he observed, were better 
than hi<!, 1 eould not Inr any means oijual him in repns 
tenting visible objects. I said, the diflerence between 
uft in this respect was as that between n man who has m 
1«d instrumcntt but phtrs well on tt, and a man who 
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-lias a good instrumeDty on which he can play very 

'imperfertly-'" " 

J recollocf, a vpry firw* AinjiTiilli^fitrc, snrrcaiiKl^^d with 
■hilt covered with n-oods^ and walks neatly formed along 
the »i<le of a rocky steep, t>n the quarU-r next the 
housOp with rccc9»>06 under projections of rock* ovcr- 
F sliadowcd with trees ; in on<c of which i-cces»t-», we were 
loUl, Congrcvc wrote his " Old Bacliclor," ^Ve viewed 
a remarkable natural curioshy at l^lam; two rivers 
burstiog near each other from the rockj not from imrne* 
Jialc springs but oft^r having run formany mile* under 
p-ound. nott> in his " Hislory of Staffordshire,"* 
gives an account of this curiosity ; hut Johnson would not 
believe it tiioiie^h we had the attestation of tlie gardener, 
who said, he had put in corks, where the river Alany- 
-/6ld ^\nk^ into the giTHind, and had rntrhed them in a 
Vict , plnced liofori' *>ne of i)\^} opening* where the water 
Imr^ts out. Indeed, such subtGrraneous coiirees of 
water ore found in various parts of our frlobe.^ 

Talking of Dr- Johiwon*9 unwiltingncs.* to believe ex- 
traordinary things. I ventured to say, '^ Sir, you come 
uear Hume's argument against miracles^ " That h is 
more probable witnesses ftbonid lie, or be mlsiaken* 
than that Ihcy should happen/' Johs'SON, "Why, 
j*in Hume, taking the proiMwiiion simply, is right 
l9ut the Christian revelation i^ not proved by the raira- 
I'cles alone, but an cunTiected with pri^hecie% nnd with 
the doctrines in conltrmation of which the miracles 
■were wrought/* 

flfr repeated his observation, that the difTereaeei 
[^among Christians are really of no consequence. " For 



[** See ml. ii. p. 273- A. C] 
* Pmge 69- 

' Sc* Plotr* •* HirtoFy of Sufiordahire," p, 88, and tbe ittthori- 
iles refrrrtd to by tiim. 
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iDslance, (said he,) it a Protestant objects to a Papist, 
* You worsliip images ; ' tlie Papist can answer. * I do 
not insist on your doing it ; you may lie a very ^ood 
Papist without it: Ida it only us a lidp to my de- 
vottoii/" I said, tlie g^at article of Christianity is 
the revdatioti of immortality. Johnson aduiittcd it 

In the evenings a gentleman farmer, nho was on a 
visit at Dr. TaylorV »tt«mptod to dispute with Johu-* 
M)n ill favour of Mango Campbell, who shot Alexander, 
Earl of lip^Iiiitotmt', upon hi? having fidlcti, when re* 
tR'utiiig fruin his Loj^ship, wliu he txrli^cd vma abuut 
to seize his gun, as lie tiail tiia-ateTicd to do. He said 
be should liavc done Just as Campt>ell did, Jounso^. 
" Whoe%"er would do as Campbell did, deserves to be 
hangul ; not thut I could, us a juryman, have fciund 
him legally guilty of murder ; but I am glad they 
found means to convict him/* The gentleman farmer 
said, *' A poor man haii ns much honour as a rich man : 
and CampU:!! had thai to defend/* Jotinson e\daimed, 
" A iKwr Dial) has no honour," The English ycoraan, 
not dismaytxl, pniceetled ; " Lord Kglintounc was a 
damned fool to run on upon Cam]>t>ell, after bemg 
warned that Campbell would ^hoot him if he did," 
Johnson^ who could i>ot bear any thing like swcartDg, 
angrily leplied, " lie was not a damutd fool: he only 
thought too well of Campbell. He did nut Urlievc 
Campbell would be such a damned scoundrel, as to do 
so dammd a thing/' I lis emphasis on damned accom- 
panied with frowning looks, reproved his opiKnient's 
want of decorum in his presence. 

Talkiug of tlic danger of being mortified by reject 
tion» when making approaches to the acqucuiitancc of 
the great, I olwen-ed, " I am, however, generally for 
trying, < Xotliing venture, iiotliinghave/* JouNSON. 
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^' Very true, Sir; but I have always been OMve ifiiid 
of &iIiD^, than bopdul of success." And, indeed, 
thou^b he had aU just respect for rank, no man erer 
less courted Ihe favour of Ihc grxraL 

During tbis intmieu at Ashbourne. Johmoo ice awd 
to be more uniformly soctalt cht^crfuU and aWt, than 
I had almost ever seen him* lie wa$ pnMUpt on gi«ftt 
ccco^on^ nikd on smalL Taylor, who prwacd every 
tiling of hia ovn to cxco^s, in Uiort^ " whose gcesc 
were all swans,"* as liic prorcrt say*, expatiated oo 
tilt- cxccUoticv of his bull-d<jg, wtiicli be told uj>, wa:^ 
" perfectly well shaped." Jc^hnwo, aAer cxaminipg 
the aniniai attcDtivcJy> Ums repressed the raiD«^or7 of 
our host : — " No, Sir, he is rwi well sliaped ; for there 
is not the quick transition from the thkkiHssi of the 
fore-i)art, to the Unuity — the thin part — behind,— 
which a bull-dog ought to have," This tenuity was 
the only hard word that I heard him use during this 
interview, and it will lie f>(>ser\'od, he inMaiitly put 
another exjirpssion in its place. TaylF->r aaid, a small 
buU-dog was a» good as a lar^ otic. JonxftON. " No^ 
Sir ; for, in proportion to his sixCt he ba^ ^Inmgth : 
and your ar^utncut would prove, that a good buU-dog 
may be as ^^iiiuU as a mouse." It was amazing how he 
entered ft'ilh jierspicuity and keenne:«% ujion every thing 
that occurred in convi^rsatton. Mo<;t men, whom 1 
know, would no more think of discussing a que^tioo 
about a buU-do(;, than of attacking a bulK 

] cannot allow any fragment whatever that doatd in 
my memory cona-ming the great subject of this work 
to be lost. Thougli a small particular may ap[>e«r tri- 
fling to some, it will lie reti^hefl by others ; while every 
little s[iark adds something to the general bla/e : and 
to pleaso the true, candid, warm admirers of Johnson^ 
and in any degree incrcaA.' the splendour of his repu- 
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. tatiant I bid dcfiaikcc to the sliafts of ridicule^ or cveo 
ofmoli^tir. Shoirersof tl)em hare been discharged 
at my " Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides; "* yet it 
i^till smh unhurt alon^ the Hh^&ni of timis and as an 
attcnil:int u]>on Johrirtrin, ^ 

** Pamic* the triumph, oimI parinkca the g«lt.'* 

One morning after breakfast, when the sun shone 
Tjrijfhl, wc walked out t(^Lhcr, and " jiorcd " for some 
time with plaud indolence upon an artificial watcr-fali, 
wliich Dr. TayW had made by' building a strong dyke 
of stone across the river behind the garden. It was nov 
somewhat obslrurted by branches of tn*s and other 
ni)>l>t>h, wlueh had come down tb*? river, and seitlcd 
close to it. Jolin^D, partly from a desire to see it |»lny 
more freely, and partly from Ibal inclinalion to activity 
which will aniniLitCt fit times, the most inert and slug- 
gish mortal, took a long pole which was lying un a 
bank, ai^d pushed down several paixels of this wreck 
irjth painful assiduity, tihlle I stood quietly by, won<- 
derin^' to Ix^holdthc sage thus curiously employed, and 
smiling with an humorous satisfaction each time when 
he carried bis point. He worked till he was quite out 
of bi'eath ; and having found a large dead cat so heavy 
that he could not move it after several efforts, " Come,'* 
aaid he, (throwing daw*n the pole,) ** j/ou ^hall take H 
ihW;** which I accordingly did, and l>eing a fresh 
man, soon made the cat tumble over the cnftcade. This 
may be laughed at as too trifling to record \ but it is a 
small characteristic tnut in the I'lemish picture which 
T give of roy friend, and in which, tbcrL'fore, I mnrk 
the most minute particulars. And let it be remcniU'red, 
that " <Esop at play," is one of the iastnjaivc ajw- 
logues of anticjuity. 

1 mentioned an old gentleman of our actptaintancc 
wliosG memory was beginning to fail. Joiinsqk* 
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*" There must be a cJiscasod mind, where lliere Is a 
iailiirr of motnory nt seventy, A mnii's head, Snv 
mtifit he morbid, if he fails so soon/* My friend, Iieing 
now himMrir rixty^ifjlit, might think thiia: but I 
imagine^ that Otrcacorc and t€rty the Psalmist** period 
of sound human Ufc in later a^?^ may have a failure^ 
though tliere lie t»o drseit;^ iit the coiislilutiun. 

Talking of Ryrhi.'sti?r*s Pcx:ms, hu !<^Ed, he had given 
them to Mr. StcevcTis to* castrate* for the edition of the 
poet^t to whieh lie was to write Prefaces, Dr. Taylor 
(tiie only time I ercr heard him say any thing witty J* 
observed, that '* if Rochester had Ixren castrated him- 
sdf, his exceplioiiable poems would not have been writ- 
ten.** I asked if Burnet had not given a good Life of 
Rochester. Johxson. " We hnve a good Heath : 
lliofL" is not mnch /Jfe.*' I asked whether Prior's 
poems were to Ik- printer! enlire: Johnson said, they 
were. I mentioned Loi-d Ilailoa's eensuro of Prior, in 
his Ppcfiice to a collection of " Sacred Poems," by va- 
rious hands, published by him at Edinburgh a great 
nisiiy years atgo, wliere he mentions. " Ihow impure 
tales which will be Ihc eternal opprobtum of tlietr in* 
genious authotir." Johnson. •* Sir, Lord Ilailcshas 
forgot. There is notJiing in Prior that will excite to 
tewdness. If I-ord Hailcs thinks there is, he mnst be 
nore combustible than other peoiile." I imtanccd the 
tale of ** Paulo Pui^'anli and his ^mfe." JoHNSOV. 
" Sir* there hi nothing there, but that his wife wanted 
to be kiisedf when [loor Paulo was cot of pocket. No^ 
Sir, Prior is a lady's book. No lady is ashamed to 
have it standing in her Iil>rar7. 



* CThu wu iniTtccrsMry. for it hud been dono in the «vly part oT 
^th< procnt century, by Jacob Toniton. MALoits.] 

* lARitold, that Hornet, GiH or Orford, biu n coUcctioa of A»»- 
Mott by penoQi «ho acTcr %iu4 bat one, 
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The h>pocl)ondriack disorder bein^ mentioned, Dr. 
.lohnson did not think it so common as 1 sup|H^cd» 
** Dr. Taylor (said he) is the same one day as another. 
Burke and Reynold!* are the ^mc. Heaurlerk, except 
tvhett in {min^ h the same. I am not so myself: but 
thit; I do not mention commonly/* 

I comphuDcd of a wretched changcfuhicsa, so that f 1 
could not pi-escrve, for any long cantiiiu^iiicci the same 
Tiews of any thing. It wa^ itiost comfoilahle to me to 
experience in Dr. Johnson's company, n relief from this 
uneasiness. HLh steady rigorous mind held firm before 
mc those objects which my o^mi feeble nud tremulous j 
imagination freqnentty ]>^e^4-uted in such a waveria|^| 
state, that my reason could not judge vrtM of them. 

Dr, Johnson ad\"ised me to-day, to have as many 
books about me as i could; that I mi^t read upon 
any subject upon which I had a desire fnr instruction at 
the time. ** Wiiat you rciul /Atf«> («nid he,) you will 
rememl>er; Imt if you have not a l>ook immcdintdy 
zcady, and tlit.' subject nioutd^ in your mind, it is a 
jchancc if you have again a desire to study it<" He 
added, " if a man iwvw has un trager desin* foi' iuhtruo 
tion, he should pit^scribe a task fcr liimTtelf* But it is 
Jwtter when a man reads from immediate inclination-" 

He repealed a good many Uul's of Horaces Odes, 
while we were in the chaise; I remember particularly 
tlieOde '^ E/ieu/ugdccs." 

He said, the dispute as to the comparative exceHenoe ' 
of I iumer or Virgil * was inaccurate. " We must con* 

' J am inbrnicd fay Mr- Lftogloci, Ui&t a (crcAt m>ny y^un ngo he 
W1UI present when thia ffurttiDn WM agitntcd b^wu^n Dr Johittm 
and Mr. Barkc; and, lou«f JohiHon't phmr, ihvy ''talked their 
bo!;*' JobnMialdr llomcr, Buriefor \1rgiL It may welt be nip-* 
poMd to have beeo on^ of the aUat axtd moat brilliant coniesu tliit 
ever wns exhibited. How mocb aiBt vc regret that it hoi not been 
presented. 
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sider (said he) whether Homer w&s not the greatest 
poet, though Vir/^il may have |>roduced the fittest 
poein-' Virgil was indehted In HrtnuT for tlio whole 
ifiv^nlion of the Ktriiclure of an epick poem^ and for 
maiiy of his hcaulies." 

de told me^ tlml Bacon was a favourite authour 
[With him ; but he had never read his norka till he was 
compiling; tlic English Dictionary, In wtiich he said, I 
might set Bacx>n very often quoted. Mr Seward re- 
collects his hntini^ mentioned, that a Dictionary of the 
Snglish Language might be compiled trom Bacon's 
irritings alone, ond that he had once an intention of 
giving an <.xIition of Bacon, at Ica^t of his KngUsh 
TTorks^ and writioj^f the Life of that great man. Had 
he executed this intention, there can be no doubt that 
he wnuUl have Hone It in a moKt masterly manner. 
Mallet \4 Life of Bamn has no inconsidernhle mfrit m 
an acute and elegant dissertation relative u> its stihjcct; 
faiit ^fal]et*M tnind wa« not compix^hen^tivu enough to 
embrace the vast cxlcnt of Lord Vcrulam's genius and 
research, Dr. Worburton thei-cfoi*e okservcd, with, 
witty justncsis " that Mallet in his Life of Daciru had 
forgotten that he was a philosopher; and if he should 
write the Life of the Duke of MarltKM'ough, which he 
had undertaken to do, lie would probably forget that 
be was a GencraL'' 

Wishing to lje satisfied what dcEfree of truth there 
jwas in a story wIul^i a friend of Johnson's and mine 
[had told mc to his disadvantage^ I mentioned it to him 
lin direct terms ; and it was to this eflTi^ct : thiit a gen* 

^man who had lived in great tntima«^y with him, 
^•hewn him much kindness, ond oven relieved him from 

spungiug-house, havjug aftenA'ards fallen into bod 

* [Bui where is xht inatcttr9cy. If the Atlmiren of llomcr coti- 
I tcndt that he won not onty prior to Virgil in pciflt of time, but su- 
periouria nctHeacc? J. Hoiwill.] 
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drcutnstanccSf was one day, vticn Julinson was at dinh 
ner with Itiin, seized for debt, and carried to prison ; 
that JohiiKiti sat still utxlistutbcd, and wcut on catiug 
sod drinking; ; u[>or which the gentleman's ^^er, who 
was prc±M^rit» could not supprt-ds Iter jiidi^atioa: 
** What, Sir, (staid she,) an* you so unfeehn^, as Dot 
tvf»n to offer to go tn my brnthcr in Inn dislrpss ; you 
vho have hecn ^ much otjli(^'d to hitn ? " AikI that 
Johnson an&ivercd, ** ftlodnm, I owehirn noobligatioo; 
what he did for mc he would have done for a <iog*^ 

Johuhoa afi&iircd me, that llic story was ahsolutcly 
faJse : hut like a man conscious of being id the ngh(» 
and desirous of completely vindicating himself firom 
such a charge> he did not arrogantly rest on a mere de- 
nial, and on jiis generjl character, hut proceeded thus : 
■^^^ Sir, I was very intimate witii tliat geutlemau, and 
was once relieved by liim from an arrest; but I never 
was present when he was arrested, never knew Uiat be 
was arreste<l. and 1 heticve lie never was in diffieidties 
aher the time when he ivlieved n>e. I Iove«l him nuich ; 
3Feit in tj^lkingof Iiih general ehnmcter, I may have 
said, though I do not remember that I ever did say ao^ 
that as his generoeiity proceeded from no principle, but 
wa^ a pnrt of hi^ profusion, he would do for a do^ what 
he would do for a friend: but I uevei' fipjiUed ihia 
remark to any paiticutar induce, and eerUiuly nut to 
his kindness to me. If a profuse man, who does not 
value bi^ money, and give« a large sum to a whore^ 
^ves hair as much, or an equally hu*ge sum to relieve 
a friend, it cannot be esteemed as virtue. Tliis wa« all 
that I ci>uld say of that genUeman ; and, ifsaid at all, 
it roust have beea iaid aIUt lis death- Sir, I would 
have gone to the worlds en<I to relieve liim. 1'he re* 
jnark nhout the dog, if made by me, was such a sally 
MS might escape one when painting n man highly." 
On Tuesday, SeptemWr 2S, Johnson was remark- 
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alily cordial to mc> It being necessary Tor me to re- 
tiim to Scotland soon. I had fixed on the next day for 
my Slotting rvut, nnd [ felt » tender conrem at the 
thoutfht of parting with him, Ht? had, at thiii tiino^ 
frankly communic^iLed to me nianj' particiilai'^, uhicti 
trc inserted in this work in their pi-apcr plua^; and 
once, when I happened to nKOtion that the exjkcncc of 
my jaunt would come to much more than 1 h^d com- 
puted, he said, ** Why, Sir, if the expcnce ueie to be 
an incon\-tnieiicts you would bflvc i-eason to re^^t it; 
but, if you have had the money to spend, 1 know- not 
that you could have purchased as much pleasure with 
it in any olhur way/' 

Durini; this interview at A&hhourne, Johnson and I 
frequently talked witli wonderful pleasure of mere tii* 
fles which hnd occurred in our tour to the lU^hrides; 
for it had left a mo^t agi^eeable and lasting inipi^esainn 
upon liis mind. 

lie found fault with me for ufiinj^ the phrase to 9nakc 
money. " Don't you see (said ho]' the impropriety of 
it ? To mate money is to ct/ia it : you sliould ^ay gti 
money." Tlie plira&e, howerer, is, I think, pretty 
current. But Johnson was sil nil times je&lous of in* 
fractions upon the genuine Knglish language, and 
prompt to repress collo(|tnal barbirism^ ; sucli as pledge 
mg wifsclf, for uiida'taiing ; line, for depafimcnU or 
branchy ns, the civH /»«, the banking line* He was 
paniculnriy indi^iant against the almost univmi^al uw 
of the wonl idea in the fenso of notion^ or opinifm, 
«-b?n it is clear that iden can only signify ^nmuthing of 
which an image can I>e formed In ihe mind. We may 
"have an idea or image of a mountninf a tree, n build- 
ing; but wc cannot surely have an idea or image of an 
tirgumeni or proposition. Yet wc hear tJic sages of the 
law *' delivering their ideas upon the ({ueniou under 
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conridcration ; '' and the first speakers in parliament 
" entirely ooincfdin^ in the idea which has been abljr 
stated by an honourable member : "—or ** reprobating 
an idea unL*onstitiitiorial, and fraught with the mrwt 
dan;;;eroiift consequences ton gi-cal and free country-"* 
Johfifton called this " modem cant." 

I perceived that he pronounced the word heard^ as 
if spelt vrith a double e, httrdy in»te^d of ^tindiug it 
herd^ as i^ mu^t usually done.^ lie said, his reason 
was, that if it wore pronounced hcrd^ there would be a 
single exception from the English pronunciation of the 
syllable tar^ and he thouglit it better not to have tbat 
exception. 

He praised Grainger's ** Ode on Solitude," in Dod- 
i^'s collection^ and rciwated, with great energy, tbe 
^jcordiiim : 

" O Solitude, mmintick mnifl. 

'* Ulielhtr by nodilin^ towen yMi irtttd : 

" Of baunt ilie dexart n iracklcn jEUtom, 

•• Or ho»cr<i>r t)i« yawniog lomb ; 

" Or climb ihc Andtfl" cVifted aide, 

" Or tijr ihc Nilr"* coj Murcf abide ; 

" Or, kUrling Irom yow liol^jrnr^ nleep, 

" Vipm Hecia iricvrtbo thnwip^ deep ; 

'*Or, uL lh« purpir ilawnofdity, 

" Tadaor'ft marble vraMc survey " 

observing, " Thin, Sir, is very noble-" 

In the evening our genllemati-rarnicr, and two 
others, ealcrtained themselves and the company with 
a great number of tunef on the fiddle. Johnson de- 
sired to have " I--et ambition fire thy mind^** played 
over again, a!>d ap()eured to give a patient attentioji to 
it ; though he owned to me that he was very insensible 
to the power of mutick. I told him that it aflV-cted me 

> [In the a^ of Quetn Elbabcib, ihii wnl wm frwpieniJy wrU- 
icn, a« d04iblle«s it ww proaounctd, hard. NUlosk] 
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to sudi a degree*, as often to agitate my nerves pain- 
fully* producixifT in my mind alternate sensations of 
poCbetic d<ycction» so that I vros reftdy to shod t4ars ; 
and of dnring rc^>)ut>on, so tlinl I wns inclined to ruith 
into the thickf?at part of the liatlLe. " Sir^ (ftAul hi^) T 
fthotild never hear it, if it made nie^uch a fooL" 

Much of tU' effect of musick, I am satisfied, is owing 
to the nssocintion of idcns. That air, which instantly 
lind irrcsjalibly exciten in the SwUh, wlicn in a furcign 
land, the maimlie du paisy has, I uni toW, wo inlrin&idt 
power of sound. And I know from my own expe- 
rience, that Scotch reels, thou^'* hrisk, make me 
mdancholy, becan^o 1 U7^.'(l to hear llicm in my early 
years, at a time when Mr- Pitt called for soldiers, 
*■ front the mountains of the north*" and numbers of 
brave Highlanders were Rmnf abroad, never to return, 
Whereai the airs in " The Uegi^ar's 0[>cra,'' many of 
which aire very soft, never fail to render me gay. be-' 
cause they are asso«*iflted with tiie u'nrm ticn^tion^ and 
high spiritft of I^ondon.— This evening, while some of 
the tunes of ordinary compotHtion were [Jayed >vith no 
^reaC Akill, my frame was agitated, and I n-os conscious 
of a i^'ncrous nttitchment tin ])r. Johnson, ad my pre- 
ceptor and friend, mixed with an affectionate regret 
that he was an old man, whom I should prolkably lose 
in a short time. 1 thought 1 conld defend him at the 
point of my sword. My re^^crence and affection for him 
were in full glow, I said to him, " My dear Sir, we 
mast meet every year, if you don't quarrel with mc** 
JooNSON, " Nay, Sir, you are more likely to quarrel 
with nie> than I with you. i\Iy regard for yon is 
greater almost than I have woids to express ; but I do 
chuse to be always repeating it ; write it down in 
the first leaf of your |XK:kct*b<x>k, and never doubt of it 
again.*" 
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I talked to Iiiin of misery t>eing " tlic doom of man,'* 
ia thb lUc, as displayed in his " Vanity of Hiimao 
Wishes," Yet I obicrved that things were done upon 
the £Up]K»ition of hnppincss; grand houses were built, 
fine gardens were niiidc, sjilcndid place* of publick 
amusefneni were contrived, andcrowded willic?nnii»any, 
JOKix-iOK. ** AIiu, Sir^ thcKo ore only struggles for 
liap{uaes«. \Mtcn I first entered Rjiiiclagh, it gave aw 
cxpflfliaion and gay flcndation lo my uiiodp sucJj us I 
nCTCT cxpuricnctd any where ckc. But> as Xerxea 
wept whi-n he viewed ht5 immense army, and cuu- 
sidered that not one of that great uiultilnde would Ije 
alive a hundix-d years afterward^ so it went to my 
heart to consider tlmt tliere ivas not one in all tltat 
brilliant circle, tlmt yvas not afraid to ^ home and 
Ihiut ; but that the ttiou^-hts of eacli individual there, 
would be distressing wliea alone/' This reflection was 
experimentally just. The feeling of langour/ which 
succeeds the animation of gaiety, is iu^lf a veiy sev»« 
pain; and when Ihc mind h then vncnnt, a thousand 
diaappointmcnts and vexattoiiA rush in and excrticiate. 
Will not many even of my fairest readers allow this to 
be true ? , 

I »ug^r5ted, thjit being in love, and HatlenrU with 
hopes uf ftuoeew»; or having some favourite scheme in 
view fur tlic next day, might prevent that wretchedness 
of which we had been talking. JoilNsox. '* Whj-, 
Sir, it may sometimes l>e so as you sujipose; but my 
conclusion is in general but too true/' 

* Pofie mrntioai, 

" SirctchM on ihe rack nf a tAn f^my ck&rr " 
Bit I recollrcl a couplet quite apposite u> my Mlqrct in *' Virtue^ 
aa Ivtiiick Kiinik,'' a beautiful am] iwtructiw potn, hy an anony* 
voaa writer, in 175S; vho. trcilingoTplctuiuT In exccUjU}^, 
" Till Inngtmr, Haffcnng na Ifat rack of blias, 
** CoafeB Uat maa wau nern- loadc for thu," 
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While JotuLSon aod I stcKxl in calm conference by 
ourselves in Dr. Taylors garden, at a prcUjr late hoar 
io a serene autumn ni^ht, looking up to the heavens, 
I dii^ccleii the discourse to the subject of a future state- 
My friaid wu5 in a jJacid and most beiiignatit frame of 
mind. "Sir, (said lie,) I do not imagine that ail things 
will be made clear tu u* imniedifitely after death, lull 
tliat the ways of Providence will be ex|>lained to us 
ver>' gradually."* I ventured to mk him whether^ 
althcugh the wordd of some texts of Scripture seemed 
strong in £up|»ort of the dreadful ductiinc of an eternity 
of punUhment, we mifjht not hope tliat the denuncia- 
tion was figurative, and would not literally be executed. 
Jonssos. ** Sir, you are to coj::^dcr the intention of 
puni^hitK^nt in a future state. We have no reason to be 
8ure that we shall then be no Unger liable to otTend 
aftaioat Gon. We do not know that even the angels are 
quite in a atote of security : nay, wc know that some of 
them have fallen, Itmaythcrefure. perhaps, be nece^sary^ 
in order to pre-ierve lioth men and angeU in a state of 
rcctitudcr that ttu-y should have continually before them 
the pimishment of those who have deviated fmm it ; but 
wc hope that by }M>me oth<T me(Ui» a fait from rcctliudc 
may be pn:rvcntcd. Some of the texts of Scripture upon 
tJiiK subject, aiv, as yuu observe, indeed stning; but 
they may admit of u mitigated interpretation." Me 
talked to me upon this awful and delicate question in a 
gentle toms and as if afraid to be decisive^ 

After Eiup)K;r I accompanied him to his apartment^ 
and at my leque^t he dictated to me an argument in 
favour of the negro who was tlien claiming his liberty, 
in an action in the Court of ScHsion in Scotland. He 
had always been' very zealous againf^t Oavcty in every 
form, io which I with all defei'ence thought that he 
discovered ** a zeal without knowledge." Upon one 
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occasion, when in oompaoy with Home very pravc men 
at Oxford, lib tnast was, *' Here's to the next insur- 
TCction of the negroes in the West Tndics." His violent 
prrjiulire nfrainftt our West Indien iind Amerirnn set- 
tlers ap|>ean.H] u'henever there wa9 an opportunity. 
Towards the condunon of hw " Taxation no Tyranny," 
Jie say-s ** how is it that wc henr the loudest yelps for 

; Kbcrty among iJic drivers of ncfjrocs?" and in his 

^ <t>nversitiun with Mr. Wtlkes ^ lit^ a^itli " Where did 
Beckfurd mid Tnxolhick learn English? " That Tr«^ 
cothick could both siicak and write ^od ICnglish is 
well known. I myself was favoured *vith his corres- 
pondence concerning the brave CorsicniH. And that 
Beckford could sjieak it with u «piril of honest ixtsoIu- 
tion even to his Majesty^ as \m ** faithful I_x)Kl*Mayftr 
of London," is commemoi'aled by the noble monument 

' ^erected to him in GuildbalU 

The nrgtiment dictated by Dr. Johnson* was as 
foIloH's : 

** It must be agriN^d that in most age^ many countries 
have had part of their inhnbit^nttt in a state of slavery; 
jet it may be doubted whether slavery can ever be 
suppoflrd tht: natural condition of man. It is imjKis^tlde 
not to conceive thnt men in llieir original s^tate were 
equal; and very difficult to imagine how one would be 
subjected to another but by tiolent compulsion. An 
iiidtvidua] may, indeed, forfeit bis liberty by a crime; 
but he cannot by that crime forfeit the liberty of his 

'children. What is true of a criminal seems true like- 
msc of a captive. A man may accept life from a 
contpiering ent-my on condition of pcr|H!tual siT\itude: 
but it is verr doubtful wli4.*ther he can entail tluil servi. 
lade on bia descendants; for no man can stipulate, 
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without commbsiun.for another The condition whic'Ii 
he himself accepts, his sod or ^Rndson perhaps would 
havcrejected. If we should admit, what perhaps may 
with more reason be dcnieJ, that there are certain 
rdfltions between man and man wliirh nmymftke slavery 
necessary and Just, yet it can never be proved that he 
who U now suing for hi^. freedom ever s^tood in any of 
ih(Hc relations. He is certoini/ subject by no law, but 
that of violence^ to hid present master ; who [n'etei)de> 
no claiiu to his obedience^ but th»t he l>uught htm from 
a merchant of fJaves whose right to sell him never was 
examined. It i^ said that according to the constitutions 
of Jam^iica he was legally enslaved : these coustitution^ 
aie merely positive; and apparently injurious to the 
rights of mankind, becaii^* whoever is exposed to sale 
is enndemned to slavery without apical : by whatever 
fraud or violence he might have been originally brought 
into the merchant's power. In our own time. Princes 
have \wen soldj by wix**elie-s to vvhoie rare they were 
entrusted, that thoy might have an European educa- 
tion : hut when once they were brought to a market in 
the plantations, little would avail cither their dignity or 
tlieir wrongs. The laws of Jamaica aflbrd a Xegru no 
rediv>s. His colour h coii^idei^t) as a suHiciint tesUi- 
Diony agaimt him, II is to he lamented that moral 
right should ever give way to political convenience. 
Kut if temptntton^ uf interest arc sometimes tno strong- 
for human virtue, let us at least retain a virtue whero 
there is no temptation to quit it. lu the present case 
there is apparent right on one side* and no convenience 
on the other. lahahitants of this iNland can n^^ithcr 
gain riches nor powtr by taking away the Iil}erty of any 
part of the human species. The sum of the Argument 
is tbitt : — No man is by nature the projwrty of another i 
The defendant is, therefore, by nature free : The rights 
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of nature must bo some wny forfeitM beforn they r«n 
be justly taken nwtty : That the ilerendnnt has by any 
net forfoitod the rt^^hu of nnturo tre require to be 
proved ; and if no proof of such forfeiture Cftn Iw given, 
wc doubt not but the Justice of the court wilt declare 
him frcc^" 

I record I>r Johnson's argument fairiy upon this 
particular case i where, perhaps, he was in the right. 
But I beg leave to enter my most solemn protest agmnst 
hi* general ductrine wjih rt'spet-'t to the Slave Trade. 
For I %viU resolutely say— that his untavoitnible noUon 
of it was owing to prejudice, find imperfect or false 
Information. The wild and dangerous attempt w hicb 
has for some time been ])ei-iisted in to oijtaiti an act of 
our Legislature, to nbolish so very iroporlanl atxl 
necessary h branch of commercial interest, must hare 
been enii^hed at once, hod not the insignificance o<' the 
zealots who vainly took the lead in it, made thp vaat 
body of rianters. Merchants, and othene, who»c ira- 
tncnac |>ropertie» are involrcd in that trade, reasonably 
enough supiKWC llmt there could be no danger. The 
encouragement which the attempt has received excites 
my wonder aud indignation; and though some niuu of 
ffuperiour abilities have mippurted it, wbetlter iVom a 
lore of temporary popuhirity, when prosperous ; or a 
lore of general mischief when desperate, my opinion is 
unshaken* To abolish a status, which in all ages God 
hof flancticned, and man has continued^ would not only 
be r^bery to an innumerable class of our fellow*sub- 
jeets \ I«it it would be extreme cruelly to the African 
Savages, a portion of whom it saves from inassarre, or 
intolcmhle bondage in their own country, and tntroduoes 
into a much happier state of life; especially now when 
Uicir |iawigc to the A\^cst-intlica and their treatment 
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there in humane)/ related. Tn diolish that trade 
wMild be to 

" — fthul lilt gale* of mercy on m.inkiDd," 

Wliat may ImvQ posswl cWwhere concerning it. The 
HonsE OF Lords h wise and iiKli:'{x*rideDt : 

TnlAininitit Tulgct honoribui ; 

I have read, conversed, and thought much upon the 
subject, and would recommend to all who are ca|>alile 
of conviction, an excellent Tract by my learned and 
ingenious friend John Ranby, Esq. entitled " Doidits 
on the Alwlition nf the Slave Trade/' To Mr- Ranliy's 
" r>o«bts " I wilt apply I^rd Chancellor Hardwicke's 
expression in praise of a Scoteh Law Book, called 
' IMHcton's Doubts;' "His D&uiu, (said his F^rd- 
shipt) arc better than nwst people's Certainties" 

When F said now to Johnson^ that F was afraid I 
kept him too late up. " No, Sir, (said Iit\) I don't care 
though I sit all night with you/' Thi?4 was an animated 
speech from a man in liis sExty-nimh year. 

Hsd 1 been as attentive not to displease him aal 
ought to have been, I know not but this vigil might 
have been fulfilled; but I unluckily entered upon the 
controversy concerning the right of Great*Britain to tax 
America, and attempted to argue in favour of our fellow- 
Ruhjects nn the other *ide of the Atlantick. I insisted 
llmt AmericA might l>e very well governed^ and made 
to yield suflScient revenue by the means of influence, as 
exemplified in Ireland, while the people might he 
plea^d with (he ima^pnation of their participating of 
the British con«ititutiun» by having a Iwdy of represen- 
tatives, wHhout whose con»ent money could not be 
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exacted frura tlicm. .lolinson coiild not bear my thus 
opposing his aron'cd opinion, wliich he lud exerted 
liimsuir will] an extreme degree nflicat to cnfoi'ce; and 
the t'iolctit agitation into which he was llirown, while 
'VinKW^'Hn^, or rather reprimanding me, alarmod me so, 
that I heartily repented of my having unthinkingly 
introduced the subject, I myself, however, grew warm, 
aad the change wiis grt-nt, from tin.' calm stale of phi-j 
losophtcal discuKsion in which -we had a litlk bcfof 
lieen pleasingly eaiployed. 

I iidked of the coiTiiption of the British parliament, 
in wliich 1 aUcdgL-d that any question, however unrea- 
sonable or unjust, might be carried by a venal majorily ; 
and I «|>oke with high admiration of the Roman Senate, 
as if comi>oscd of men sincerely desirous to rt'soive what 
they should think best tor their ceuntr)\ My friend 
would allow no ^ch character to the Roman Senate ; 
and he maintained that the Kriti^h ParlinaienI wiut not 
corrupt^ and that there was no occasion to eornipt it« 
members; ax>^*rtiiig, that there was hardly c^cr any 
question of great importance before ParliaQicrit, any 
question in which a man alight not very well vote eithc 
upon one ^de ur the utlicr. He baid there had Ix-cn 
none in hb time except that respc-cting America. 

We were fatigued by the contest, which Mas pro- 
duced by my want of caution ; and he was not then in 
the humour to slide into ea^y and cliearful talk. It 
therefore so hap)>ened, that we were after an hour cm* 
two very vtillin;^ to separate and go to bed. 

On Wednesday, September £24, I went into Dr^i 
Johnson's room Iw'fore ho gnt up, and finding that thel 
fltorm of the preceding night was (|uite laid, I sat downl 
Aipon his bed-side, and he talked with as much reodiuvsal 
And good humour as cvlt. lie recommended to me to 
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plant a considerable pari of a large inofnish farm wliidi 
I had purchaiicd^ nnd he made s^vcrnl calculations of 
the expence and profit ; for he delighted in exercising 
his mind on the science of numbers. He pi^essod upon 
IDP the impnrtanre of planting nt the first id a vety 
sufficient manner, quoting the saying " In betlo ftcn 
licet his errart :"" and adding, •* this is equally true 
in planting*" 

I ft|>oke with gratitude of Dr. Taylors hospitality; 
and as evidence that it noa not on account of hia good 
taljle nlonc that Johnson visited him often, I mentioned 
a little anecdote uhich had cscajKid luy friend'^ recol- 
lection, and at hearing which repeated, he smiled. One 
evening, when I was Mtling with liim, Frank delivered 
this message; " Sir, Dr. Taylor sends his complimenta 
to you, and beg« you will dine with him to-morrow. 
He has got a hare."^" My compliments (said John- 
son) and I'll dine with him — hare or rahl»it7 

After hreakfast I departed, and punmed my jmimcy 
northwards. I took my po*t-d)aise from the Green 
Man, a very good inn at Ashlioume, the mi«tre«K of 
M'hich, a mighty civil gentlewoman, courtseylng vcty 
Iriw, preM^-iitt-d me with an cngniving of the ftign of her 
houisc; to which ^hc had subjoined, in her own hand-^ 
writii^, an addn>ss in such singular dniplicity of style, 
that 1 have preserved it pasted upon one of the boards 
of my original Jounial at thb time, and shall here 
jnseK it For the amusem(?nt of my readers : 

*^ M KILLIXGLKVs duty waits upon Mr^ 
Soswtll^ is €JrC€€dingly obliged to him Jot' this favour; 
.B'htttevcr he comes this jseay^ hopes Jor a continuance 
lif the same, ft^ould Mr\ Bosxiell name the house i<^ 
iis extensive aojumntancc^ it would be aMngularJa- 
tour tonferr'd on one who has it not in her power to 
make any other return but her most grateful thanks^ 
VOL. m. F 
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iTiuf xinccrcst prajfcrs /or his happiness in time, and in 
a blessed eurniijf* 

" Tutsday nwnC 

Yvora thi^ meeting at Ashbourne I derived a consider' 
able noccssion to my Johnsonian store. I coonmunirated 
•my original Jounial to Sir Willinm Forbes^ in whom 
I have alvraya plac^l dcscrvvtl (^onfidoncc; and what he 
nrroto to me concerning it i^ so much to toy credit as 
tlio bic^aphcr of Jolmsoiu that my rcodciH will^ I 
bope, fi^nt mc their indulgx^ncc for here inserting it : 
■* It in not once w tfrjcu ^oin^ o^er it (suys Sir WU- 
Kanit) that nill satisfy me ; for 1 find in it a high degree 
of instruction as well as eatertainment ; and I derive 
more benefit from Or. Johosoo's adnurable (liscuwoos 
than I should be able to draw from hia personal conver- 
sation ; for, I suppose thei'e is not u man in the world 
to whom he di^oscs liLs sentiments so Creelj aa to 
yourself;' 

I cannot omit a curious circumstance which occurred 
at E<icnwr-inn, clase by Chatsivortii, to survey the 
nagnilirmce of which I had ^ne a considerable way 
out of my road to Scotland. Tb& inn was titen kept 
by a very jolly landlorvl* whose name, I think, was 
Malton. Tie happened to tncntion that '' the cckUated 
Di\ Johnson had been in his house." 1 eDqutred who 
tlitj^ Dr. Juluiiwn was;, that I might lieur my host's 
notion of him. *• Sir, (said he.) Johnson* the X'^eat 
writer; Oddity^ as they call him. Hes tliegrealcst 
writer in England ; be writes for the ministry ; be has 
A correspondence abroad, and lets tliem know what's 
goin^ on/' 

3Iy friend, who bad a tliorou^h dependence upon the 
authenticity of my relation without any embeltishment^ 
^falsehood or fiction is too gently called, laughed a 
£<ood deal at Uus reprcMratation of himwlf. 
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" MH- UOSWEJ.L TO IJK. JoHNSON, 
<- MY DEAR STH, " Edlnbur^k S*p(. 2^3. 1777. 

" By the first post! inform you of my safe arrival 
at my own house, and that I had the coinibrt of finding 
my wife and children all in good healtli. 

" When I look back upon our lale inlervieft% it 
api^ari to me to hare answei^ expectation bctt<>r tlrnn 
almoftt any scheme of happiness that 1 ever put in 
exectition. My Journal is stored with wisdom and 
wit ; and my memory is tilled witli the recollection of 
lively and alT<.-ctioi)atc fci-Uu^^r wjiicli ijom^j I ihink« 
yield mc more sutisiaction than ai the time w1il-ti they 
were finst excited. I have experienced this upon other 
occasioas. I shall be obliged to you if you will explain 
it to rne ; for it ^em^ wondertul that pleasure should 
be more vivid at a distance tlian when near. I wish 
you may find yourself in a humour to do mc this 
favour; but I flatter myself with no strong hope of it; 
for I have observed, that unless upon very serious occa- 
sions, your letters to me arc not answers lo tho^ which 
I write." 

[I then expresied much uneafune^ft that 1 had men- 
tioned to him the name of tlio gentleman nho had ttild 
me the ator)" so rnudi to his disadvantogc, the ti-uth of 
which ite had completely refuted; for that my having 
dune so might be luteq^reted as a breach of confidcnct.*, 
tiiid oiTciid one whose sodcty I valued: — therefore 
earnestly rvquestiag that no notice might be taken of it 
to any liody, till [ should be in London, and have an 
opportunity to talk it m'er with the gentleman J 

" TO JAM£5 BOftWELL, SSQ. 

" You will wonder, or you have wondered, wliy 
no letter has come from me. "What you wrote at your 
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return, had in it Huch a strain of con^ardly caution as 
gSkve mo no pleasure. I' could not wdl do what you 
wished ; I had no need to vex you with a refuMiL I 

hove j*e€n Mr- ^ and as to hiin have set all rigM, 

without any inconvenience, so far as 1 k[iow, to you. 
Mrs, Thralu had forgot the storj-. You may now be 
at ease- 

" And at ea^ I certainly wish jou, for the kindness > 
that you showed in corning so long a jowmey to sec me. 
It wm pity to keep you sc long in pain, hnt, upon 
reviewing the matter^ I do not see what I could have 
done iKttcr than I did. 

** I hope you found at your return my dear enemy 
and all her little people (;uite weU» and had no reason 
to repent of your journey. I think on it witli great 
gralit4ide. 

** I was not well when you left me at the IJoctor's, 
and I grew wor^e ; >et i staid on, and at Lichfield was 
very ill. Travelling, however* did not make nic worse ; 
and when I came to I^mdon, I complied with u sunx- 
UMJUs tu ^u to Brightlidui&turir, when: I &uw BeaucIcrk^J 
and staid three days. 

" Our Club lias recommenced last Friday, but I 
was not there, l^n^ton has anotl>er wemh.^ Mrs, 
Hirale is in ho|kes of a young brewer. They got by 
tlieir trade last year a very large sum, and their ex- 
pences are proportionate, 

" 3Irs. Williams's health is very had- And I havoi 
had for some time a very difficult fintl laborious i^iinul 
tion ; hut I am Ixtter by purges, ut»tincnce, and otiierl 
methods. I am yct^ however, much hchind-hand iuj 
my health and rest. 

" Dr. Bloii'd scrmonft arc now uuircr^y com- 
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mended; lut let him think that I had the honour of 
first lindiujr aiid first |>rai«io^ hU excellencies. I did 
not stay to add my voioc to that of the piiblick. 

" My dear Friend, let me thank you once mare for 
yo<ir visit; ycu did mc givat honour, aud I ho|>e met 
with nothing that displeased you. I staid Ion;; At 
Aftlilioume* not much pleased, yet awkward at depart- 
ing, I then Mcnt to Lichfield, where I ibund my friend 
at Stow-hiU' very dangeivuAly diseased. Such is life. 
Let us try to pasA it wxU, whatever it be, for there is 
surely Boniethiu^ ^youd it. 

" ^Vell, now» I ho|>c all is well, wiice as soon as 
you can to, deai* Sir, 

** Your afiectionato servant, 
" iMdoa Nor. 29, 1777. " SaM. JoiivsON.? 

" TO DK. SAMUEI- JOHNSOK. 

" KY DEAlt SIK, ■• EdlnbUTgh, Nov. ^, 1777- 

" THin day's post has at length relieved me from 
much uneasiness, by hringing me a letter from you. I 
was, indeed, doubly unea-^y ; — on my own account and 
your». I was very anxious to be secured against any 
bad consequences from my imprudence in mentioning 
the gentleman's name who had told nie a stoi-y to your 
disadvantage; and as I cnuld hardly suppose it passible, 
thftt you would dehiy so long to m»ke me eoKy» unlci^ 
you were ill, I w<u nnt a little apprehensive abo«it you- 
Vou must not be oHended when I vcDtuiv to tell you 
that you appear to n>c to have been too rigid upon tlus 
occasion. TJw * cowardly caution which gave yQu no 
ptcasarer* wbb suggested to me by a friaid hen', to 
whom T mentioned the Mnnif^ story, and the detection 
of ttfi faUity, as an instance how one may be deceived 
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by what b apparently very good authority. But, as i 
am ^till persuaded, that as I migfit have obtained the 
tioith, without mentioning the ^ntlemon's name, it 
WAS wTOn;r rn me to Ho it, I cannot see that yoti are 
ju^ in blaming my <rautian. But if you wore ever so 
Moat in yoor diiapprobation, mtglit you not have dealt 
more t«micrly with mc? 

** r went to Auchinlcck about the middle of Octohcn 
and pat^sed some time Mith my raliicr vei'y comfortaUj^ 



** I am engaged in a criminal proiecution a^inst a 
country schoolmosterr for indcomt behaviour to his 
female scholars. TJiere b no :4atute against such abo* 
minable conduct; but it in punishable at common laiv, 
I shall he obii^ to you for your aswtanoe lo tlua 
extraordinary trial. I ever am, my dear Sir, 
" Your faitliful bumUe serrant, 

" James Boswei.l/' 

About this time I wrote to .luhnson, j^vin^ him an 

account of tbe decinon of the yeg}y> came-t by the 

couri of Se^nn, which by X\\<y?e who hold eveii the 

mildest and iK^t rc^pubted slavery in abomination, (of 

whidi number I do not hesttate to declare that [ am 

[none,) should he rememhered with high re?qiecl, and to 

filie eredit c\T S^^tland; fur it went upon a much broader 

I ground than the case of Somerstt^ t^hicb wa* decidod 

I in England ; ^ liein]^ truly the ^ncral iiuestionj whether 

perpetual o)))igation of M-rvtce to one ma:<iler in any 

mode should he sanctified by the law of a fVee country, 

A negro, then called Joseph KnigHt, a native of Afrk* 

having been brought to Jamaica m the usual caurse o€ 

ifbe slave trade, nnd purcbawfl hy a Scotch p-ritlcmnn 

m that Itdand, bad attended his master lo Scotta^id, 

' S<e State TriAli, toL vt. p. 90^ and Mr. MargnTe'« argument. 
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where it was officiously suggested to tiim that he would 
be found entitled to \m liberly without any limitation* 
He aowirdingly brought his arrtion, in the course of 
which the advocat<^ oii both t\d^ did themaclvcK great 
honour. Mr. Maclaurin has had the praise of Joliintony 
for his arguraent' in favour of the negro, and Mr. Slac- 
conochic dtstingaishcd himself on the same side, by -his 
ingenuity and extraordinary research. Mr, CuHen, 
vn the |jur1 of the mutl^T, di^cuvcnrd gVK>d infunmitiou 
and sound reasoning; in which he was well supported 
by Mr, James Ferguson, remarkable for a manly 
understanding, J*nd a knowledge lioth of books and of 
the world- But I cannot too highly praise the speech 
which Mr. Henry Oundas genei'ously contributed to 
the cause of the sooty strang^er. Mr. Dundns s Scotti^ 
accent, which has been so often in vain obtruded as an 
objection to his powerful abilities in Parliament, was no 
disftdr&ntagc. to him in hif; own eonntry. And I do 
declare, that upon this memorable question he impr***)ted 
mcp and I believe all bis audience, with such feelings 
OS were produced by some of the most eminent orations 
of antiquity. This testimony I liberally give to the 
excellence of an old friend* with whom it has been my 
lot to diOiT very widely upon many political topicks: 
yet 1 persuade myself without malice. A great majo- 
rity of the Lords of Session decided for the negra But 
four of their numl>er, the I-ord Pjx?^dent, Lord Klliocb, 
Lord Monboddo, and Lord C-ovington, resolutely moin- 

^Ttienotto toil wai happilj- chOMo : 

^ I cannot ami menttoning a circumttan«« r\o ^etn nxrtnfi;t than lnt«w 
thai « brothtr AAtoaa^ ui cooiKletable prtctice, but of vrho«D it 
CCftaiiiiljraLnaot be stiJ, Ingamtu didkit fddiser otUs^ aftkcd Mr* 
MadMtt&i with a Ticc oif llip|»iU munnce, " Are \XitAt wonb yoot 
ona?" 
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taincd the lawfulness uf a status^ which has becu ac- 
knowledgeil in all ngeA and countries, and that when 
freedom (loumhed, as in old Greece and Rome, 

" TO JAUES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« DEAR SIR, 

** This is the time of ihe year in which nil express 
their f^ond wishes to their friends* and I ^nd miitc la 
you and yoiir roiiiily. May your lives hi^ '^^g> hniny* 
and good. I have been ranch aitt of order, but, I hopc^ 
do not ^ruw worse- 

* The crime of llic schoolmaster whom you arc cn- 
gag'ed to prosecute is very great, and may be suspected 
to be too common. In our law it would be a brracb of 
the peace and a mi^detaeanour: that l;» a kind of inde 
finite crime, not capital, but punUhable at the diMTction 
of the Court, You cannot want matter : all that needs 
to be said will easily oa*ur. 

" Mr. ishaw, tlic authour of the Gaelick Grammar^ 
desires me to make a reqnejit for liini lo I,onl Kglin- 
toune> that he may bo appointed Chaplain to one of the 
iiew-faite<l irgimcnts. 

" All our .friend* are as they were; little hos hap- 
|iencd to them of^^'ithci ^od or bad. Mrs. Thralc rait 
a great black hair<dre&sing pi^i into her eye; ImjI by 
gicat evaci:alion she kept it fixjtu iufluiruiig, and it is 
almost well. Miss Ueynolds has been owt of order» but 
is better- Mrs- Williams is iu u vay poor state rf 
health. 

" If I should write on, I should^ perhaps, write only 
complaints and therefore I will content myself with 
telling you. that I love to think on you» and to heat 
irom you : and that I am, dear Sir. 

'* Yours faitbfttlly^ 
*'D«-W.1T77. « Sam. Johnson," 
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^^H " YoiJit con^ratttlations u[>on a new year are 

^^Hmixed with comj^aint : mine must lie so too. My wife 
^^^Bl]a« for Homo time been very ill, hai'ing be«n confined 
to the house these three month^t l>y u severe cold, at- 
tended \^ith nbrniin;^ symptomi;, 

[Here I ^vc a jMirticular account of the dUtrcsa 
wliich the |>enK>ni upon every account mo*t dear to mc> 
sninVrcd; uud of the dismal state of upprcheitdiuii in 
which I now was: addiitfr that I never stood more in 
need of lus cousohn^^ fhilmijfhy^} 

" Did you ever look at a book written by Wihon, 
a Scotchman, under the l^atin name nf Ko/z/jr^fi/^t ac- 
cording lo the custom of literary men ul a certain pe- 
riod- It 16 entitled " De Aiiimi TranquillUaicr I 
earnestly desire ti'anquillity. Bona rts quiet; but I 
fear I shall rever attain it: for, when uiiocnipied, I 
grow gloomy, and occupation agitates me to fevcrishne&s- 



" I am, dear Sir, 
" Your moht affectionate humble servant, 

" Ja>h:s Mo&well," 

"TO jAMns noswErr.. esq. 

" DEAR SIR, 

*' To a letter so interesting as your laj^t, it is pro- 
I per to relurn some answer, however little I may he dls- 
I posed to write. 

** Vour alarm at your lady's illricss was reasonable, 
and not disproporlionale to the apiK^arance of tlie dis- 
order. I hope your phynical friend*r< conjecture is DOW 
verified, and nil fear of a consumption nt an end: a little 
care and exercise ^vill then restore her. London ii a 
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good Air (or Ifldiet: anrl if jroit hrin|f hi?r hither, T will 
do for her what she did for me — I will itrtirc from my 
aportmcotft for her accommodation. Behave kindly to 
hcTp and keep htT checrfuK 

" You always seem to call for tenderness. Know 
tbei!) that ill the fint month of the iircscnt year I very 
hlgtily esteem and very cordi^ly lore you. I hope to 
tcU you this at the beginning of every year as long as 
we live ; and why should wc trouble ourselves to tcU or 
hearitoftener? 

** Tdl Veronica, Euphcinia, and Alexander, that I 
wish them, as well as their parents, many happy years. 

" You have ended the negro's cause much to my 
mind. Lord Auchinleck and dear Lord Hiiites were 
on the side of liberty. Lord Ifaile^'s name rpproarhes 
me; hut if he saw my languid neglect of my own nnairs, 
he woidd rather pity than resent my neglect of his. I 
hope to mend, ut ct mihi vivam fi amicii* 

** I am, dtiit Sir, your's aflectionatcly, 
" J»n. 2*. 177». " Sam. JoirsfSOS " 

'* My service to my fcUow-traveller, Joseph-"* 

Johnson maintaine<I a \qx\^ and intimate friendship 
with Mr. AVelch, who succeeded the celebrated Henr)' 
Fielding as one of his M^jL*sty'3 Justices of the Peace 
for Westminster; kept a re^ilar oflice for the police of 
that great district ; and discharged fiis important trust, 
for many years, faithfully and ahly. Johnunn, who 
had an eager and uneoftstng curiosity to know human 
life in all its variety, told me, that he attemled Mr. 
Welch [Q his oiKce for n whole winter, to hear the ex- 
aminations of the culprits; but that he found ao almost 
unifomi tenor of misfortune, wretchedness, an<l profli- 
gacy* Mr. Welch's health toeing impaired, he was ad- 
vised to try tlic cflfect of a warm dimate ; and Johnson, 
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hy his interest with Mr, Cliamicr. procured him leave 
ctf ahseoce to go to Italy, and a prr>mi$e that the pen* 
[dan or salary of two hundrod pounds a yf^ar, which 
pnt atlovod him, should not be di>Mv»ritiniMMl- 
r. W^lch acTonliagly went abroad, accompanied by 
bis dnuf*fat«r Annv, a young lady of uncommon talents 
«nd literature. 



« TO SAtTNDnnS WELCn, ESQ- AT THE P.Kttl.lSfl 
caFFEE^HODAK, ROME. 

*• DEAR SIR, 

" To haTc suffl^red one of my best and dearest 

I friends to pas^ almost two yeara in ft»"dffn countries 

' witJiout a lett*r^ has a very shaineftil api*arancc of in* 

I attention. But the truth is, that there was no particti- 

br lime in which I had any thing ijarticular to fiay: 

and grmeral exprrarions of c^ood will, I hope, our long 

friencl«bip ia groflrn too fu>lid to want. 

" Of public affair* you hare in!Wmation from the 

news-papers whcrcvci- you gtt, for the Etigliiih keep no 

secret; and of other thin^^ Mrs. NoUckcn^ft informs 

you*- My intcUiguncc could tliei^fore be of no twe; 

and Miss Nancy's letters made it unnecessary to ^lite 

lo you for information : 1 wan likewise for some time 

bout of humour, to find that motion^ and nearer ap* 

[proachcd to the snn, did not restore your health so fkst 

as I expected. Of your health, the accounts have 

, lately been more pleasing; and I have the ^ratifieation 

of imaginif^ lo myself n len^h of years which I hope 

I you have gained, and of which the enjoyment will lie 

liftiprotred by a vasl accession of ima^^ and oliserva- 

tions which your journoy* and various residence hav^ 

■enabled vou to make and accumulate. Yoti have tra- 

velWd with this fdtcity, almost [>eculiar to yoursctf* 
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that your companion is not to part from you at your 
joumt-y's end; but you arc to live an together, to help 
each otJicr's recolltctjons, and to supply each other'* 
omissions. The world hns ffw greater pleasures than 
that nhkh two fnends enjoy, in trucing hack, at some 
distant time, tho«e tranMUCtionft and evettta throaigh 
which they )iave pa£^ together. One nf theoldman'a 
miseries is, that he c«nnat easily find a companion able 
to partake with him of the past. You and your fellow- 
traveller have this comfort in ^to^e, that your conversa- 
tion will be not easily txhausled ; one will iilway^i lie 
glad to say wliat tlie olhci' niU always be willing to hear. 
■ ** That you may enjoy this pleasure ion^, your health 
muU have your constant attention. I suppo&c you 
propiise to retuni this year- There is no nt-etl of haste: 
do nut come hither l>efore the height of summer, that 
you may fall gradually into the inconveniences of your 
native clime. July seems to be the proper month* 
Auffust and Septemlx^r \wll prepare you far the winter, 
Ai\cr liaving travelled sn far to find health, you must 
take aire not to loso it at home; and 1 hope a tittle care 
will eflccttially preserve it, 

" Mi^ii Nancy has doubtless kept o constant and co- 
pious jonmal' She niti^t not ex|vect to be welcome 
when she ix:turns without a greut niu» of inrormutiuii. 
Let her review her journal often, and ^^etdown wliat 
she finds herself to have omitted, that she may trust to 
memory as little as iios^sihle, for nieiuury Ls iouu con- 
fused by a quick succession of things ; and she will grow 
every day less confident of the truth of her own narra* 
tive:*. unless she can recur to some written memorials- 
If she has ."latisfied herself with hints, instead of full 
ropresenlalions. fct her supply llw deficiencies now 
while her memory is yet fresh, and whilr her f^tliera 
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memory may help her. If she observes thta direction, 
sh^ will not have trAv^lted in vain: for f;he will bring 
home A book with which she may entertain her$elf to 
the end of life. If it were not now U)o ln(o» I would 
advise l»er to nolo tho imprecision which the first sight 
of any thing new and wonderful made upon her mind. 
Let lier now- set her thoughts down as she cuii recollect 
tbcm; for faint as tliey may already bei they will grow 
every day fainter. 

" Perhaps I do not flatter myself unreasonably when 
1 imagine that you may wish to know something of me. 
1 can fjralify your benevolence with no account of 
health. The hand of time, or of disease fe very heavy 
upon me. 1 pass restless and uneasy nights, harassed 
with convulsions of my breait, and flatulencies at my 
stomach: and restless nigtits make heavy days. But 
nothing will be mended by complaints, and therefore 
I will make an end. When we meet, we will try to 
forget our cares and owr maladies, and contribute, as 
wecan^ to the cheerfulness of onch other. If 1 hndgonc 
with you, r believe I should hove been better ; but I do 
not know that it wa:» in my p(»wer. I am, dear Sir, 

" Yijur most humble M.-riant, 
" FAronryS, I77S, " SaM. JoHNSON." 

This letter* while it gives admirable advice how to 
travel to the best advantflge, and will therefore l*e of 
very general use, is another eminent proof of John:>on'« 
warm and allectionate heart/ 



' Thefrii-iidnhlpbciwttn Mr. Wdclmnd blm waa unkraLcn, Mr. 
Wrich died not m*ny months bolbrc h»», *nd be<nieftih«i him five 
guincAH fi>r a ring, which Johmon rrrrivefl willi tenileroML m a 
kind memwinl- HU ri'^ird waa constant for hb friend Mr. Wddi's 
dwght«n ; of whom, Jan« U married to Mr. Nolkkco'n, the sl«u- 
ftfy, wboM racTJt U loo w«ll kni>wn lo require any pmi»c ffoai mo. 



£££ 



THE UFE OF 



IITIB. 



*• TO DB- SAAfTEL JOHNSON. 

^ Wy nZAM snu "Kdlnlmrgh, Ffth, flfi, I77A 

" Whv 1 have delnyed, for near a month, to Lhank 
ycm fbr vour last aiTectiormlo Ic^ltcr, I cannot sajr ; for 
my tnind hojs> bueu m better l>e&lth the«o thrte weeks 
than for Aomc ycftr» poHt, I believe I have evadod till 
I could »end you a cop^ of Loi^ Ilailcs's opinion on tlic 
ut'gm's L-4iu3«^, wtiieii lie wishes yow lu ix^ud, »nd currecl 
uny errours tliat iheiv may be in tbe tankage; for, 
(sav^ he,) * we live io a critical, tliou^ nnt a learned 
a^e; und I seek to screen myself under tlie sliield oi' 
Ajax/ 1 communicated to U'un your upolugy for keep- 
ing- the sheets of his ' Annals' so long. IIo sayis, ' J 
am sorry to sec that Dr. Johnson \si in a state of lan^ior. 
Why should a sober Christian^ neither an euthu^iuHt nor 
a fanatick, be rerj* merrj' or very sad?" I envy his 
Loixlship*^ comfnrtnble consticuttoTi ; but well do I know 
that languor and dejection will aflUct the best, however 
exci-Uont tlieii- principles. I am in pOMC«sion of l.'Vrd 
Ilailcft's opinion in his onn hand-writing, and have had 
U for sonic time. Mr excuse then for procrastiaalion 
must be, that I wanted to have it copied; and I have 
now put that off so luLg^ that it will Ije bett*:r to bring 
it witli me than send ic, as I shall probably ^t you to 
look at it sooner, when J solicit you in pcr^o. 

" My «-iits who is, I thank Goo, a jrood deal better, 
iSiinuch oUi^^ to jou for your verj- jMjlite and couiie- 
OQg offer of your apartment : but, if site goes to LoudoD. 
it will be best for her to have lodgings in the more 
airy vicinity of Hyde-Paik. 1. Iiowevor, doubt much 
if I shall be able to prevail with her to accompany me 
to the oietropolisi ; for she ie «o diflcwcnt from you and 
fne> that she dislikes travelling; and slic is so anxioos 
about bet childn^j that she tlunks alic should be ud< 
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happy if at a distance frDoi tbcni. Slie therefore widieo 
ratbor to go co some countrj' (ilace lu ScoUaod, wbeie 
she can have them with her. 

" J purpose being in Loudon about the 20th ^ next 
month, as I tbtok it creditable to appear in the House 
of Lords as one of Dougla^*^ Counsel, in tlic great and 
la&t competition between Duke Ilanultoo and hini* 

** I am sorry poor AIi^* WilliaiiLs is so ill: though 
her t£ni(ker h unple^^sant, she has always been jwUte 
and obliging to me. I wi*h many hajipr years to good 
Mr. Lcvett, who I suppofie hoULi his wmai place at your 
brcakfuat-table.^ 

" I ever am, my dear Sir, 

" Voui- aiTtxtiunatc huDible^crraiitv 

TO THE tiAME. 

" MY T>EAR Sm. •' E-linbargh, F«b. -», ITW- 

'* You are at present tusy fimong^t the Englbh 
poet^, prepariofv, for the puhlic iiiHtructiori and enter- 
tainment. Prefaces biographical and critical. It will 
noty therefore, l>c out of season to ai>peal to you for the 
dtxiiiit^ii of a eOKtrovei^y which has arbeii hetivccn a 
lady and me concerning a passage in Pamcjl- That 
poet tells us> that his Hermit quilted his cell 

' ^ to knew the woiW by ught, 

' To find if tAwh or >t«iim report il ri^t : 

' (Foi yet bj s^aiint ahne the worJd he koevr, 

' WboM itti caac waoii'riag o>r the nightly dew,)' 



* Dr. Percy, Uic Duhop of DrooDorc, Tmoioromly obserred, tM 
Lcrett used to brrnkAnt on the cru«l of a noil, irhich Jolinwo, after 
tUfing out thccrunb for himifclf, ihrcw lo hu hufnUe fnend. 

TWfbnpH Ihc word thr-rio u h#rp too mmtig. Dr. JohnMMi newr 
IJtBU4 Lcvtit witi) oootctnpi ; it U dear indeed fiom nrious drcooi- 
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[ maintain, that there is an inconsistency here; for as 
Ihe Hermit's notions of the world were formed from 
the reports both of bockj and sxvaititt he could not Justly 
be said to know by mahts alone. Be pleased to judge 
between us, and let us have your reawns.* 

" What do you say to ' Taxation no Tyranny^ now, 
after I-iOrd North's dirclaratioii, or confession, or what- 
ever ebte his conciliatory speecli should be called ? I 
never differed from you in politjclcft but upcm two 
points, — the Middh'scK Election^ and the Taxation of 
the Amcriciins by the British Homcji of Representative^' 
Tlicrc is tt vftarm in thr word Par/iamcntt so I lipoid 
it. As I am a steady and a warm Tory, I regret that 
the King doe-s not sec it to be l>etter for him to receive 
consliiutional supplies fVom his Amencon subjects by 
the voire of their own ossepiblics^ where hj^ Koyol 
Person is represented, than through the medium of his 
British subjects. 1 am i>e]^unded that the power of the 
Crown, which I wish to increase, would l>e greater 
when in contact with all it» doannioiis, than jf» ' the 
rayft of legal bounty' ' were ' to shine* upon America, 
t)in>ugh that dense and troubled body, a modem British 
Pailianwnt. Bwt» eiioiigh of this Mibject ; for your 
fiiigry voice at Ashbourne upon it, stiljt Miuuds awcful 
■ in my mind'i* ears, 

♦ "I ever am, my dear Sir, 

** Your most afTecttonatc humble ser^'ant, 

" Jaaiks Bosw^ell/* 



eilUMs, lluil he hwl gTrai kiudim^ fur h'lua. I Iiatc oficn iccn 
JotintOQ ftt brcakfml, nccompAnied, or nithrr iiUendod, by Lerett; 
wha hml nU-nyv tbr nanttg^menl of the ir-A-kelllp. MxtuMr] 

* [Sec ibU Aut^cet dboiurd in a ■ub»eqii«u ixige. nadct Majr 3, 
1779. Malokr*] 

• Alluding to a line in hh " Vwiliy of Human WlJiw," dewrrihing 
Cardinal Wol&cy in aUatc of elcviuon : 

" llifoush ]\'m the ninof rrgul bounty \\mtr 
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TO TM£ SAME. 
" xr DEAR sm. " EdiobuTgh. March ]% 1778- 

•* The nlnrm of your htv HIti^^k iii*ln-<.^ mr Kiit 
[a few h(Hirs ; for on the evening of the day ttint it 
^rendied uic, I found it contradicteil in * The London 
Chroniclo/ which I could depend upon os nuthentick 
concerning yon, Mr. Stmhan being the piintcr of it. 
I dill not sec the pajicL' in ivhk-li * the ajiproachin^ ex- 
tinction of a bright hnninary' was announced. Sir 
William Forties told tnc of it; and he says he saw me 
so uneasy, that he did not give me the rei^rl in such 
Ktrong terms as he read it. He afterwards sent me a let- 
ter from Mr London to him, which relieved mc much. 
I am, hoffCfXT, not riuitc easy, as I have not heard 
Irom yon ; and now I shall not have that comfort before 
I see you. for I set out for I-ondon to-morrow before 
the post comes in. I hojH? to he with you on Wetlncs- 
day morning: and I ever am^ with the highest re- 

" My dear Sir, yonr most obliged, 
*' Faithful^ and aScctionatc hnmble servant, 

" JaM£8 BoswelL-" 



On Wedne»<lay, March 18, I arrived in London, and 
wasinfonned by good Mr. Francis, that hu master was 
belter, aiid was gone to Mr< Tlirale's at Stre?Ltham^ to 
which place I wrote to him, heg^ng to know when he 
would be in town. He was not expected lor some time ; 
but next day, having called on Dr. Taylor, in DcanV 
yard, Westminster, I found him then% and was told 
he had come to town for a few hours- He met mc 
with his usual kindnes:;, but instantly iTtumed to the 
vrriling of something on which he was en)|jk>yed when 
I came in, and on which he ficomed much intent. 
Finding him thus engaged, I made my visit %-efy sliort^ 
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and had no more of his conrcnation, except liis ex- 
pr€s<4ing a jicriou& regret tliat a friend of our^ was living 
at too much exj>cnce, considering Iiow poor an appear- 
ance Itc made: '' If (said he) a man has splendour from 
bis expence, ifhc 5|K?nds his money in pride or in jilca- 
sure, he has value : hut if he lets others »pend it for 
liim, wliicli is most cammonly the case, be has no ad- 
vantage from it/" 

On Friday, TVlarch 120, I found him at his own house^ 
sitting with "Mrs, WilliamSi and was informe<l that the 
room formerly allotted to mc was now appn>priatedtoa 
cbiiritfU^Ec pur[Kae ; Mi-^. Dtr^njuuliiiN' and I think her 
daughter, and aMb^Carmicliael, being all lod{^ lu It. 
Such W8S Ills humanity, and such his genero>ily. that 
Mrs, i;)esmouIiDs herself lold miv he allowed htr half- 
a-guinea a week* Let it be remcmljered, tliat tbis waa 
above a twcllUi part of his peasion. 

HU liberality, indeed, was at all periods of his life 
very remark^»k\ Mr, Howard, of Lichfieldj at whose 
fatlier's house Johnson had in his early years heen 
kindly roocivcd, toW roe. that when lie was a boy at 
tbc Charter-house, his lather wrole to him to go and 
pay a visit to Mr. Suniuel Johnson^ which hn aenord- 
ingly did> and found him in an uppitr room, of poor 
appearance- Jdinson received him with much courto* 
ousnessy and talked a great deal to liim^ as to a acliool-* 
boy, of tlK* course of Ids cducatioiit and oth«;r particular?. 
When he alterwardei came to know and undei'stand the 
high character of this grc-at man, he recollected his coQ- 
deicension with wonder. He added, that when he waa 
going away, Mn Johnson prcM^-nted hini with baJf-a* 
giuiKa; and thU, said Mr, Howard, was at a lirae 
when he probably had not anoUicn 

! Dttuehi«T <-f l>r, Swinfrii, Jobuoa*« godfcthrr. and widow of ' 
Mf. Dcaaiouliat, » wnunn-maUcr. 
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Wc retired from Mrs. Williams to another room* 
Tom I>avies soon after joined us* He had now unfor- 
tunati'ly faUtd in )ii^ circurostanccs, find m'as much 
judcbted to Di\ Johnson's kindness for obtaining for 
him many alleviations of his distress. Adcr he vent 
away, Johnnon blamed hi^ lolly in quitting the stage, 
by which he and hi^ wife got Ave huudi-cd ponnds a 
yean I said, I believed it was owing to Churchill'* 
attack tJpbn tiim, 

^* He moulhtt n aroloncc, lut curt mouth n bon«-" 

JoHNiiUN. *^ I believe so too, Sir. But what a tnati 
is he, who 13 to be driven from the stage by a line? 
Another line would liavc driven him fiom bis shop." 

1 tolft him that 1 Vius engaged bs Counsel at the bar 
of the House of Coiiirnon,'^ to oppose a rond-bilt in the 
county of Stirling, and a^ked bim what motie he would 
advific roe to fuUow in addressing such an nudieoce* 
JoHM&oN. ^ \Vliy> Sir. you must provide yourself with 
a good deal of extraneous matter, which you are to 
produce ucc;L<uonalU\ »o as to fill up llie time ; for you 
must coniitder, that they do not lisUrn much. If yon 
begin with the strength of your cause, it may be Umt 
before they iK-giii to liftt«n. W'lieii you catch a moment 
of attention, prc^s the merits of the question u[Kni 
them ; " lie said, as to one point of the merits, tlkatn 
he thuught " it would be a wrong tUiig to tleprive the 
small landholders of the privilege of assessing themselves 
for making and re[)airing the high roads; j^ was tk- 
sirogiitg a certain portion of liberty^ without a good 
reascut which was akva^s a bad thing" When I 
mentioned this ol>9ervfttion next day to Mr. Wilkct^, he 
pleaiuntly said, '* \\'1]at! does he talk of lilierty? 
Lihertjf is as ridiculous in Am moutli us Rvligion in 
fnine."" Mr* Wilke$^fr advia? as to the best mode of 
speaking at tlie bar of the Houie of Commons wa« noi 
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more resiteclful tow'ords the senate, than that of Dr 
Jolinsoit. " I$c a< imjnidcnt as you cani aa merry as 
you can. and sar whatever comes uppermosi. Jack 
Lee is the licst heard there of any Coiinsol; and he is 
the most impudent dog, and always abusing u&" 

In my interview with T)r. Johnson this evening. 1 
wo% *]uite en<y, quite n^ his cf^npanion ; up^n whieh I 
find in my Journal the following reflection : " 5>o ready 
is my mind to siiggt^t mottcr for diKftatisfacttont that I 
fdt a sort of regret that I was so easy. I missed that 
atrful reverence with which I met! to conleni|>latc Mu. 
Saaiukk JnHXMJX, in the complex magnitude* of his 
literary, moral, and religious character, I Uuvc a won- 
derful supun^titious love of mystery ; wlieo, jxrhaps, 
the troth h, iliat it is owins: to the cloudy darknass of 
my owu mind. I should lie glad that I am mure ad- 
vanced in my pro^jiTss of heing, so that I can view I>r. 
Johnson with a steadier and cloaicr eye. My dissatis- 
laction to-night wa^ foolish. Would it not l>e foolish 
to regret that we shall hnvc h^4« myst*'ry in a future 
slate ? That * we now »ice in a glass darkly/ but shall 
'then *ee face to face?"' — This reflection, which I 
thus freely communicate, will be valued hy the thinking 
pert of my ix^adcrs, who may ha%'c themselves cx|)c- 
ricnccd o similar state of mind. 

He i\;tLrned next day to Streatham, to Mr. Thrale's ; 
where, its Mr, Stralian once complained to me, "he 
was in a great measure absorbed from the society of his 
old friends,'* I was kept in London |jy business, aiHl 
wrote to him on the 37th, that a separation from Iiim 
for a week, when we were so near, was e<|ual to a sepa- 
ration for a year, when we were at four hundi-ed miles 
distamce/* I went to Streatham nn Monday, iMarcli 
30, B<.'f(irc he appeared, Mrs. Thralc made a very 
chamcteristtcal remark:—^ I do not know for certain 
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whnt will please Dr, JrxhnHon : hut T know for certain 
tliAt it n'ill displeftide him lr> |irau« aiiy thing, even 
what Im? Itkesj extravagantly/' 

At dinner he lauglied at querulous declamations 
againat the «g^, on account of luxury, — tncr^ajic of 
liondoii, — AComtjr of pronsioiis,— *and othrr such to- 
pick& " Houaw* (said he) will lie built till rents full ; 
and corn h mom plentiful now than ever it was," 

I hod before dinner repeated a ridiculous »tory tolcl 
me by an old nian» who had Ix^^n a pasicuger with me 
in the stage-eoach to-day. Mrs. Thrale, having taken 
uccasion to allude to it, in talking to me, called it 
" The story told you by the old woman^—" Now, 
Madftin, (said ],) give me leave to catch you in the 
lact : it was nol an old zvoman, but an old maitt whom 
I mentioncil as having told me this." I presumed to 
take an opportunity, in the presenc^r of Johnson, nf 
shewing this lively lady how ready she was, unintcn- 
tii>nal1y, to deviate fi<oni cxaet authenticity of narration. 

Thomas & Kcmpis (hu ob«:rvcd) must Iw a good 
liook» as the world has opened il3 ai-ms to receive it. 
It is said to have been printed, in one language or 
other, aH many times as there have been months since 
it first came ouL'^ I always was stnirk with this sen* 
tetice in it : " He not ungry that you cannot moke 
others as you wish ihcDi to be, «ince you cannot make 
youricir a* you tvish to be." " 

Ilesiid, ** I was angry with Huid about Cowley, 
lor having published a selection of his ^vorks : ljut» 



* fTbe fint editinn wiu in I**»^ FWTfr«>«*n tK>( ^nn^ anH 17^. 
accofdios ^ thia accouni, there were Ihrcc thotisuiii mx hundred 
ciStioM. Dm i\m'm Tcrj tmpr^ablc. Malomk.] 

T [Th« orj^inat paaagc it : Si non poles tc Ultm hcert, quftkm 
vta, quomoda poieiualium md tuum habere bcavplaciiuoQ ? Dc Unit. 
Chrisu Lib. L Cap. xvj. J, Boiwill,] 
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opon 1>ett€r comidtrration, I think there is no impro- 
pnet> ID a moirs publi^^hinj; a^ much as !ke chooses of 
any nuthour, it he iIops not piit the rcM out of the way. 
A RiaTi, for instance, may print the Ode« nf lloracx' 
alone.'* Hv- M.-cm«(l (o In; in a nture inclul^nt humour, 
than n^hcn thb subject was discussed between him and 
Mr. Murphy. 

When ytc were nt teai and coffee, there came in Lord 
TriinleaiuHii, iti nho^c family was an ancient Irish 
peerage, but it Buffered hy taking the generous side in 
the troulrfes of the last century.' He was a man of 
pleasing conversitiont and was accompanieil hy n young 
^ntlcman, hiii soil. 

1 mentioned that I had in my possession tltc Life of 
Sir Robert Sibbatd^ Uie cclcbiatcd Scottish ariti(|uary, 
ami founder of the Royal College of Physicians at 
Edinburgh, in theurii^nal manuscript in hi^ owu hand 
writing : and that it wa.^;, I heliL'ved, tlic mo§t natural 
and ciuhUcI account of himself that ever was given by 
any man- As an instance, he telltc tliut the Dulcv of 
Perth, then Chancellor of Scotland, pressed him very 
much to come over to the Roman Catholicb faith : that 
he reaiated all biit Grace's urguiiieiiUt for a coitsiderablu 
time, lilt one day he felt hiniwlf, as it were, iiidtauta- 
oeously convinced, and with tears in his eyes ran into 
the Duke's onns, anil embraced the ancient reU^^on; 
that he continued very steady in it fer some time, and 
accompanied hi^ Grace to London one winter, and lived 
in hti household; that there he foand the rigid lostinc; 
prescriLicd by the church very severe upon him ; that 

• [Since lh« WM wriiltn, !he atmlnder hw h*en frwfw! ; ami 
Nicholas QoroewaU i« now a perr iif IrtUnd fn(l> Uis lillt> The 
^tmt% mmtioQcd in the text had Mtudint phriick* aad preipcrilml 
£Miu to the poor. Htnce anw the BatHcqatni confrtmlon. 
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thK (thpasod him to trconsidcr the controversy, and 
having th<*n seon thnt he was in thp uTong, he r^ 
turned to Prot««tnnti«m. I talked of siomo time or other 
publishing thisctiriou? life, Mies. TrniALE, *' I think 
jrou Imd as \k-c\1 let alone that publicatinn. To discover 
such wcaknc^ cxpcsm a man when ht: is gwic," JOITK- 
50N. *' Nay* it ijs an hunetl [nettirc of humuti nature 
How often an.' the primary motives of our grtrateal ac* 
ticns as small as Sibbald's, for his re-convcrsion/' Mbs. 
ThraI-K. " But mar tliey not as well i)e forgotten?" 
Johnson. " No, Madam, a man loves to review his 
own mind. That is the use of n diary or journal.'^ 
Lord TRtMLEsrowx- "True, Sir. As Ihe ladies 
love to »ce thennsetves in a gflass; so a man likes to see 
himself in hi« journal " Bosaveu- " A very pretty 
allusion/' JnHXsoK. " Ye». indeed." Boswkt,l. 
" And as a lady adjusts her dress beforp a mirroar, a 
mwi adjusts his character by loolcii^ at his jonmal," 
I next year found ihc very i?nmc ihoucfht in Atterbur^''« 
•* Funeral Sermon on Lady Cutis ; " where, haviag 
mentioned her F>iarY, he say*, " In this gla^iH she every 
day-drcTsed her mind.** This is a proof of ciTincidcncey 
and not of plagiarism ; for I liad never read that sermon 
befoiv. 

Next moroio?, while we were at b^eak^ast^ Jolrason 
gave a veiy earnest recommendation of what he himself 
practised with the utmost ronscientiousne^ : I mean a 
striet attention lo truth, even in the most minute parti- 
odars. " Accustom your children (said he) constantly 
to this ; if a thing happened at one window, and they* 
when rotating It, say that it happened at another, do 
not let It pass, but in^tantlv cht^k them; you do not 
know where deviation from truth will end " BoswFLt. 
" It may come to the door; and when once an account 
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is at aU vai-ied in one circumstance^ it may by degrees 
be varied so as to be totally different from what ivally 
hajiponed." Our lively hostess, uliosc fancy was imia- 
lient of the reiii, fidgeted at this, and ventured to suy. 
" Nay, this is too much. If Mr, Johnson should forbid 
me to drink tea, 1 would comply, as 1 should feel the 
restraint only twice q d^y : but little variations in nar- 
rative must hapiien a tliou^nd times a doy, if one is 
not |>erpetually watching-" JonxsoN, ** UVH, Madam, 
und you ought to l>e [jerpetuaUy watching. It U more 
from cari'lussness alK^nt truth than from intcDtiomd 
lyjDg, that there is so much faUchgod in the world/' 

In his rcvifw of Dr/ Warton's " E«say on llw? Writ- 
ings and Genius of Pope," Johnson Etas given tlie fol- 
lowing salulnry caution upon this subject; " Nothing 
Jjiit experience could evince the frequency of false 
infonnatioii* or Cliable -any man to conceive that so 
many groundless repoHs sltould be propagated, as every 
man of einioencc may hear of himself Some men relate 
what they think, bs what tliey know; some men of 
confused mcmorie:^ and habitual inaecurncy, ascribe to 
one man what belongs to Another: nnd j^ome tftlk on 
without thought or cai*e. A few men are sufEcient to 
hroach falsehocids, which are aflcrwariU innocently dif- 
fused by succesisive jvlatciv"^ Hod he liv4>d to read 
V'hat Sir John Hnwkins and Mrs. Pio&si have related 
concerning hiiusclf, how much would he have found his 
ubservstion illustrated- He was indeed so much im- 
pressed with the prevalence of falsehoodt voluntary or 
unimentionfil, that I never knew any person who upon 
hearing an extraordinary ciicumslance lojd, difCovered 
liwre of the incrcdulus odi- He would say with a 
significant look nnd decisive tone. ** It is not so. Do 

• LilmrTlMiigiuvnc, 1756. p. S7- 
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not tell this asaiii/' ^ He inrulcatwl upon all his friend* 
the imgiortance of perpetuaJ vigilance against the 
distent dc{>:rcc's of fatschood; tlie elTcct of which* as 
'Sir Joshua Reynolds observed to nie, has been, thai all 
who were of U\s acfiool are dutiii^jUhi.*d for a love 
of truth and accuracy, which Lltoy would not have 
poss^sed in the same dcgixe, if they had not heen 
ttc<3uainted with Johnson. 

Talking of ghustj», he s^iid* " it U wonderful that 
five thousand years have now cla[>9cd since the crcntioo 
of tile world, aritl sliJl it i^ undecided whethci' or not 
there has ever Ix?<?n an instance of the spirit oC any pei^son 
appearing after death. All argument is against it; 
but all belief is for it." 

He said, "John Weidey's conversation is good, hut 
lie is never ul lei*uiv. He is always ohligcd to f;o at a 
certain hour. Tliis i^ very disagreeable to a man who 
loves to fold his lep& uod have out his talkj ns 1 do." 

On Friday, April 3^ I dined with him in l-/)ndon, lo 
a company where were preAtit se\'cral eminent nien, 
whom 1 ^hall not name, but distinguisli their parts in 
the conversation by din<.'n:Mit letters. 

F. '* X have been looking at this famous antique maiUe 
dog of Air. Jcnningi;, valuL*d at a thousand giiim^ai^y said 
to be Alcibiades'd dog.*^ JoilNsoK. " His tail then 
must be d<*cked. That wad the mark of Alcibiad^^V^t 
dog." E. " A thousand (guineas 1 The R'jiresenUitiou 
of no animal whatever is worth so much* At this rale 
a dead dog would indeed be better than a hving lion." 

' The folkming ptiiuibk, hoc ovev-prudtQt CDUOhcl on Ihia aub- 
j«Ct it given by an ItatJan writer, quoted by '* B^cdt dc gruejaiioite 
jnrttfftrmi/' with iTic cplfli^t of " dirini poHte" 

*' Seirk|icf k i{ut\ ittt tW ft Htc\o> di mcnjrognn 
■' Dec Vunoi^hiuHvrc le Inbhm qnnnto «a puote ; 
t " Pcr^ch»zctuta culpa fiivergoicna," 
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JOHNSOK. ** Sir, it is not thi? worlli of the thin^, but 
of the skill in forminj; it irliich is so highly esUmatcd. 
Every thing thut eiilnrges the sphere of human powers^ 
that shows man lie cnn Ao what he thought he could 
not do, is valiiahle. The fimt man who hatancrd b 
straw iiprm his noftc; .lohn*ion who rode ujion three 
horwa at a time ; in shorty all such men dcs«rrve the 
apphuiAc of monkind, not on account of the u&c of irhat 
thiry did, but of ihc dexterity which they exhihitcd,'* 
BoinvELt.. "Yet a mi^api^ii-ation of time and a^ucluitj 
is not to be ciicounigwK Addi?sun, hi one of liis ' Spec- 
tators,' commends the Jadj^ement of a Kin^, who as a 
suitiible reward to a man that by long perseverance bad 
attained to the art of throwing a barley-corn Ihroug-h 
the eye of a nee<ile, gave him a bushel of barfcy." 
JoR^soK. " He must have been a Kin^ of Scotland^ 
where barley is scarce." F- ** One of the most remark- 
aiile antique fi{n"rC5 <^( "n animal is the boar at Horcncc." 
JeJHVsON, " The first boar that i*i weW mmlp in marble, 
shoiiUI be preserved a** n wonder. Wlien men arrive at 
a facility of making boars wdl, then the workmanship 
is not of sudi valuCt but they should however be pfo- 
scrved as examples, and as a errcater sccuri^ for the 
redtoruUon of tlie art, ^bouUl it be lost.* 

E, " Wc hear pnxligiDUS complaints at present of 
emigration. I am convinced that emigration malwcs a 
country more populous," J, " That sounds verj' much 
like a paradoK." E. " Exportation of men, like exp0i^| 
tatioD of all other eommoditie«, makes more be pro*; 
duccd." Johnson. " Rut there would he more people' 
were there not emigration, provided there were food 
for more-" E. " No ; leave a few brucdeni, and youH 
have more peofkk tbaii if there were oo emigration.* 
Johnson. " Nay, Sir, it i« plain th<rn.' will l)e more 
people. If there are tDoru breeders- Thirty cows iu good 
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pasture will ]>rodiJccniorvca]vr« than ton cows, provided 
Ithej liAvc good bulls.' E. ** Then? are bulU enough 
in Ireland/' Johxrox- (smiling.) *' So, Sir, I nhmdd 
think fi'om your argument," Boswklu " You said» 
exportatitjii of min, like exportation of other commodi- 
ties, makcv more be produce^l. But fl Iiountv is given 
to eocouragc the exjioriution of com, iind iio Iwunty is 
^veii for the exjiortiili^ii of men ; thou£i;h, indeed, tho^e 
who go gain by it-" H, " But tlie bounty on the 
cx|if>rtation of corn is paid at home/' E. " Thai's tt>e 
wme thing" Johnson. " No, Sir," R. *' A man 
who stays at homo, gains nothing by his neighbour's 
emigrating." Bosui^ll, " 1 can understand that 
emigration may be the cause that more peojde way be 
produced in a country : hut the country will not there- 
fore be the mnn^ po|>uloiiH : for the people issue from 
It. It con only lie said that there i^ a flow of people. 
It is un eneouragen^nt to have children, to know that 
they can get a living by etnigmlion." R. " Ye*, if 
there wore an emigration of childroii under eix yeorf of 
age. But they don't emigrate till they could cam 
their Uvelihood in some way at borne," C '*' It is 
remurkuble that the most unbcaUhy countrits, where 
there are the mo»t destructive diseases, such as Egypt 
and Bengal, arc the mtysi populous/' Joknbon, 
^' Countries whidi are the most populous have the most 
defttrurtive diseases. I'fial \^ the true slate of the pro- 
IKwitian." C. " Holland h very unhealthy, yet it is 
exceedingly populous," Johnsox, " I know not that 
Holland is unhealthy. But its populousncss is owing 
ito an influx ofiMOple from all niiier rnuntrictt. Disease 
cannot Ite the cause of populouftue?^ for it net only 
carries off a great proportion of the people: but tho^o 
who are left are weakened, and unfit for the purjtoses 
'Of iucrcnsc7 

B. '* Mr. £. 1 don't mean to gutter, but vben 
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|>05tcrity reads one of jrour speeches in parliament, it 
wiJl be difficult Co believe that you took so mitch pains, 
knowing uith cortainty that it could produce no effect, 
that not otje vole would lie gained by it," E, " Wnving 
youreumpliDK^nt to me, I shM say in genera), that it it; 
v<.-ry well worth while for a man to take pnins to speak 
well in parliament. A man, who has vanity^ speaks 
to di*«play lii^ talents ; And if a man speaks well, 
be gradually cstablLttitrs a certain rtrimtjituifi and 
consequence in the general opinion, which iwoner w 
later will hare its poliUcal rewajxl. Besides* though | 
not one vole i* gaiiieJ, a good 3i>cedi has its effect. 
Though an act which hd5 I>ecn ably o]i[>oiicd passes into 
a law, yet in its pro^^ress it is modelled, it is softened 
in such a manner, that we k-c plainly llic JlinisterJ 
has been t^dd, that the members altnchtd to him 
are so seniuble of its ii^usticc or utHuidity from what 
they have heard, that it niu^t lie altered.'* JOHS'SOM. 
*' And, Sir, there is a gratification of pride. Though 
wv cannot out^vote thein^ we wilL rnit^ai^ic them. Tl>ey 
shall not do wrong without its being sI>on-n boUi to 
themselves and to the world." U. " The House of 
Commons is « niixt^l buJy. (I except the Minority, 
wbicti 1 hold to be pure [smiUiigj but I take the vrbole 
House.) It is a mass by no means pure ; but neither 
is it wholly corru(»t^ tJiouffh there is a la^ proportion 
of cumiption in it. There arc many nicmlxrs who 
generally ^ \iith the minister, wlio wilt not fp» all 
lengtJis, There are many honest wcU-meaning country 
gentknnen who are in parliament only to keep up the 
consequence of their familie-i. U|xjn most of these a 
good speech will have influence-" JoHNSoK. " We 
are all more or lestd govemt*d by intcre«L But interest 
will not nuikc us do every thing. In a casv which 
adnuis of doubt, we try to think on tihe side ia hich id 
W our iotcrcati md generally bring oursclvc^s to act 
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accordingly. But the subject must admit of diversity 
of colouring; it must receive a colour on that side. In 
the House of CDmrnons there are mcmhers enou^rh who 
will not vote what isgrossly unjust or absurd. No, Sir, 
there must always be right enough, or appearance of 
rights to keep wrong in countenance/' Bosweli^. 
** Thei-e U surely alwny* n majorily in parliament who 
have places, or who want to ha%'c them, and who there* 
fore will be gcneraUy ready to support government 
without recjuiring any pi*ctext," E. " TniOf Sir, that 
majority will al^'ays follow 

BosWEl,!,. " \Vl-I1 now, let us take the common 
plimse. Place-hunter*- I thrtligtil they had hunted 
without regard to any thing, just as their huntsman, 
tile ^linistcr, lea^Li, looking only to the jirey," ^ J> " But 
taking your metaphor, you know thai in hunting there 
arc few so desperately keen a;^ to fi*Uow without rcsei-ve. 
Sonic do not choo«e 1o leap ditches and hedges and ri^k 
Uieir neck», or gallop ovtT steeps, or even to dirty 
tlicmsclvcs in bogs and mire." BoswELt.. *' I am 
gtad there are some good, quiet, moderate, political 
hunters." £. " 1 believe in any body of men jn Eng- 
land I should have [)een in the JTinority ; 1 have always 
been in the Minority/' F. " The House of Commons 
resemMes a private company. 1 low seldom is any man 
convinced by another's argument: passion and pride 
rise ^igiiin^l it." R* "What would be the conseipience, 
if a AIinister> sure of a ntajority in the House oC 



■ I^rd BdlTngbrdli^ wlu), hovM-er ri^lciuble u a metaphyilrMii, 
niut be ftllowtd to have h^ admirable talents u n pditicaJ writer. 
thoA ^cMnbe» the Hou«eorCoinnion:i,in bin '" Letter to 8irWilJitK 
WindhAia ; "— '• Vou know the nature of thai luuembly ; ihcy grow^ 
like houDdft, fond of the man who Hhew!i Ihem ^mi, &iut by wtlOK 
haltiw ilicy KK uMd lo ba mcoumgcd." 
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0»mmun*i. should resolve that there should bo no 
Sjicakin^ at all upon his side/* £. *^ He tini5t soon go 
ouL That has been bied; but it was fbund it would 
not do,"' — 

JS. " 'il>c Irish language is not primitive ; it is 

Teutonitik, a mi:^ture of the northern tongues ; it has 

much En^Ujh in it," Johnson. " It may have becir 

radically Teutonick: but Knglish and High Dutch 

have no similarity to tho oyt\ though radically the 

same. Onee^ wh<^n locking into Low Dutch, I fom^d, 

in a whole (mge, only one won) Himilar to KngltTih ; 

strocnu like xtrcam, and it «p»ified /i</tf " E. *' I 

i^nieniln<i- fiavitig seen a Dutch SoniK:tj hi ^hich I 

j fouled thb vord, rocsna^U^- Nobody would ut first 

llttiiik that tliLH could be English ; hut, when we eutjuirc, 

Iwe find rocSy rose, and wo/Jit, knob ; so we Iiuve rose 

buds:* 

Johnson. " I have been reading Tbickiw^ssc's 
Travels, which I think are entertaining." Boswell. 
•' What, Sir, Q good book?" Johnson. '* Yes, Sir, 
to read once ; 1 do not say you are to make a study ofit, 
ami di^'est it ; and I Ijdieve it to be a true book in bis 
intention. All travellers generally mean to tell iruUi ; 
though Thicknesite olnwrves, ui>on Smollett's account of 
his alarming a wholotowu in France hy firing a blunder- 
bus^ and fVigbtcniijg a IVciich nobloraan till he made 
him tic on hi^ |K>rt-niantua, that he would Iw loth to 
«ay Siuollett had told two 1it» in one page; but he had 
round the only town in Fmnce where these things could 
have happened. Travellers must often be mistaken, 
III every thing, exoqit where mcmurfltion wu> be 
applied, they may honestly diOer, There ha» beco, of 
late, a strange Itim in travellcTR to Ije di«pI*A»od/' 

E. " Frtim the experience which I have had, — and 
1 have had a great deoU— I Imvc kariit to think bclUr 
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of maiikind/' Johnson. " From my experience I 
liave found tliem worse in commercial dealings, more 
disposed to clieat tlian 1 liud unv notion of; but more 
disposed to do one anothei' ^(k1 than 1 had conceived.'* 
J. "Less just and more benelicent." Johnson. ** And 
really it ih wonderful, considering how much attention 
(ft tw*rt»'cory fnr men to Inke riitf of th^-mwrlves^ and 
waix) off tmme<1latc eviU which prcs« upon them, it is 
wonderful how much thiy do lor others. At it is »aid 
of the greatest liar, that he tolls more truth than 
falsehood ; so it may be Miid of tjic wontt man, that he 
does inoiv jTood than evil" BoswiiLL, *' rcrha|is from 
experience men may be found happier than we sup- 
pose/ Johnson, " No, Sir; the more we enf|iiire we 
shall find men the less happy." P. ^' As to thinking 
better or worse of mankind from experience, some 
cunning people will not be i^atisfii^d imle-ss tliey hare 
put men to the t4'sl, as they tliink. There U a tery 
gnod story told of Sir Godfrey KneUer^ in his character 
of aju(«tice of tlic [icacc. A jzeutlcinan drought his 
servant before him, upon Bn accusation of liuving stolen 
some money from liini ; hut it h^tvin^ crome out that be 
had laid it purposely m the servant's way, in order to 
tryhiq hunculy. Sir C^dJrey »eiit the master to prison?"* 
Johnson, " To rc^st temptation orKe, is not a «uffi- 
cicnl pn)of of honesty. If a Aeryant, indeed, weiv to 

> IVp« Ihun ir4rodi*cc« iltU Mury '. 

^' Fajih in mich cj^c if you iilwld provcutef 
" I ihtnk Sir Godfrtj' thould rietide the »iiiE, 
" Who will Ihe Ihitf who stole the <usb mrny, 
" AittlpQaisifa'd fain thai pul ii in bUwat." 

Imitmiocis of Horace, Uooli [1. £p»t.i» 

Plomce ^Valpolc, in hi« ^ Apccdnta of Fiki«itiag>" relaUs the 

■loTf m of Sir GwlfTcj'B " diaioiubf^ a lottlicr who had itolca a 

joint or iD«ttt, mntl ftcc«ang the butchn- oT bavnir lenpUid htm by 

it--' A.C] 
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re«i^ tlie contiuited teinptacion cf silver Ijin^ in a 
window, as sonic people tec it Ije, when he h sure his 
master does not know tiow much there isofitp lie would 
give a strong proof of honesty. Kut thi<i is a proof to 
which you have no right to put a man. You know, 
humanly speaking, there is a attain degree of tempta- 
tion which will overcome any virtue- Now, in so far 
as you approach temptation to a man. you do him an 
injury: and, if he is orcrcome* you share his guUL" 
P. " And, when once overcome, it h easier for him to 
be got the lM*ti4'r of agiin," Boswki.i,, " Ye*, you 
are hU seducer; you ha%'o debauched him. I have 
known a man resolved to put friend:«hi[> to the Ic5t, by 
asking a friend to lend him mviiey, merely with that 
Ttcw, when he did not want it." Johnsox. '* That 
b very wrong, Sir. Your friend may Ije a narrow man, 
and yet have many good qualities : narrowiu^-ss may be 
his only fault- Now you are trying his general cha- 
racter as a friend, by one particular siugly, iu which he 
happens to be defective, when, in truths hb character is 
composed of many particulars." 

E. '* I undemtand the hogshead of claret, which this 
society was favoured with by our friend the Dcau, is 
necu'ly out; f think he should be written to, to send 
another of the same kind. T^ the request be made 
with a happy ambiguity of expression, so that we may 
have the chance of his sending it aUo as a prcaenl.' 
JoHXSOS, "* I am willing to offer my services oa secre- 
tary on this occasioij/' P- " As many as are for Dr, 
Johnson being secretary hold up your hands. — C^arried 
unanimously." Bosweij.. ■* He will l;e our Dictator," 
Johnson. " No, the company is to dictate to mc. I 
am only to write forwtne; and I am quite disinterested, 
as I drink none; I shall uot be suspected of having 
forged the applicatioo* I am no more than bumble 
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icrlbe** K " Then yon shall prcscnhe.'* Boswfxi™ 
•* Very well. The first play of words to-day " J. * N(t 
no : the baits in Ireland." Johnson. '* Were I your 

► Bictntor you should have no wine. It would be my 
I>iiviiie^^ crtvere tie quid delrimctUt Respnhtica caperet, 

(iiiul wine U dnngermis. Ronto wafi ruined by luKury,** 
(sinniDg.t E. ** If you nllow 00 wioo as nictator, yott 
shall not have mc for your maatcr of hor»c,** 

On Satiirdfly, April 4, I dmnk tea whli Johnson at 
Dr. Taylor's, where he had dhed. lU- cntcrtaiitcd us 
witli an aecouut of a tragedy vrilteii by a Dn Kennedy^ 
(not the Lisbon pliysieian.) ■" The catastrophe of it 
(said be) u'as> that a Kin^^ wito was jealous of hts 
Queen with hi5 prime-mimstcr, castrated himself.* This 
tragedy u'a$ actuaOy shewn about in manuscript ta 
several people, and, amongst others, to Mn Fitzher^ 
berl, who repeated to me two Hues of the Prologue: 

* Out Kero't fAlc wt liJtvo bi^t gontly touch'il ; 
' The fair mi%\%\ blame uv. if it were \t%^ coucb'd.' 

*< It is hardly to be believed what absurd and indecetit 
iiutt^es men will introduce into tlieir wiiting>, withuuL 
being sK'n^Jble of the absurdity and iutlcccncy. I 
rememljer Lord Orrery told me, that there was a 
pamphlet written against Sir Kobert WaljKile, the whole 
of wliichwBsan allqi^r}* on tbu thallick ou^ccnitv. 
The Dtichcss of Buckingham asked Lord Orrery who 
tliis person was ? He answered be did not know. She 

« The revcne of ihe htory of Comhahut^ on which Mr. Dftnd 
^■le loM Lond M^Kartne}-, ihni a friend of hb had wriUen a tnw 
fCI^< fi is, however, po^iihl^ thai I may have been iniccurtte in 
\y prrccpCion or whit Dr. Johnson relalcd^ ami that he amy hart 
'bernui!kinjf orthft«4i»e ludicrout tfflglcal sut^ect ihiU ^Ir. Hqiiu 

lTH«*t<n7 of Combahus vfKlcU wn^ originnUy toU !>}' Lucuut, 
may be found la Bmylr'a nictionftry, MAt.<iN>,] 
TOL. U!. R 
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said, she would scud to Mr, PuUcney, who, slic sup- 
posed, could infami her. So then, to prevent her from 
making hen*eir ridiculousi, Loid Orrery «;iit her Grace 
a Tiotc> in which be gave her to understand what was 
meant." 

He was very silent this evening; and read in a 
variety of books; suddenly llirowing down one, and 
takings up another. 

He talked of going to Strcatham that night. Tavlor. 
" You'll t>e roblied, if you do : or you must shoot a 
hiehwayman. Now I would rather be roblied than do 
that : I would not shoot a highwayman." JohKsoK. 
" But I would rather «hool him tn the instant wh<>n he 
is attempting to rob me, than aHorwards &venr against 
him at tlie Old Bailey^ to take away his life, after be 
has robl>ed me. I am surer I am right in the one case^ 
than in the other. I may be mistaken as to tfac man 
when I swear; I cannot )>c nli^taken, if I ^hoot him in 
tlie act. Beside:^ we feel le&» reluctance to take jiway 
u man's Iifc» when we ai<c heated by Che injury, than 
to do it at a distance of time by an oath, after we have 
cooled." HoswFj,L. " So, Sir, you would rather act 
from the motive of private passion, than that ofpubtick 
advantage." .lonNSOK. " Nny, Sir. when I shoot the 
highwayman. I act from both." Bosh-kix. ** Very 
well, very well. — There is no calcliing him," John- 
SOS. ^ At the same time, one doe* not know what to 
Sigr- For perha)Hi one may, a year after, hang himself 
from unea^im-ss for having shot a highwayman.* Few 



^ The 1«tc Duke of %fontf««e wan gcner&IIy n%\4 to hurt httn 
ttneftay on tfaftt acoouni : but I ain contnultct t>« rrport froQ hk 
Gnc«r« own MthorJly. Ait he iu^ to ftdmit mc ro ver>' «^)- con* 
VMiftUiMi B^th hinn I look (he libcrtr to iatioduce ih« mbjccu Hu 
Gfar* told Die, tbai whca ritfrng one aigfct nea/ Loadon, he ww 
attuckcd bjf im> bigliwayiacn on boreebuk. ud tbit be iattiatly 
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minds are fit to be trusted with so grcnt n thing." 
BoswELL. ■* Then> Sir, you would ncit shoot him?" 
JoitNKON. ** But 1 might be vexed afterwards for th»t 
too." 

Thrulc'it corriogc not having come for hioii as ho cx- 
pectcdf I Accompanied him some part of tlio way home 
to his ovm house. I tuld him, timt 1 hud talked of him^ 
to Mr. Dunning a few da>:i lefore, and had s;iid» ihat 
in his comjMiny we did not so much inlercliauge coin-er- 
salioiit as listen to him; and that Diinningf obserred, 
upon this» " One is always willing to listen to Dr. 
Johnson;" to which I answercd> " That is a great deal 
from you. Sir," — " Yes, Sir, (said Johnson,) a great 
deal indeed. Ilerc is a man willing to Gsten, to whom 
the world is listening all the rest of the year." Bos- 
WRM» ** 1 tliink. Sir, it is right to tell one man of 
such a handfumie things which has heen sAid of him hy 
another. It tendstoincreaiM^ benevolence." Joiinsok. 
« Undoubtedly it in right. Sir" 

On Tuesday, April 7, I breakfoalcd witli him at hia 
house, lie «iid, '* Nolxwiy was content," I men- 
tinned to him a rcspectabte person in Scotland whom 
he knew ; and I asicrled, ihal I really Ijelit!ved he was 
always content* Johnson. '* N'o, Sir, he h not con- 
tent wiUi the pi-esent ; he has always lome new sclieme, 
some new plantation, something which is future. You 
know he was not content as a widower, for ho married 
again, Boswell, '• But he is not restless/" John- 
son. '' Sir, he is only locally at rest, A chymist is 
locoUy at rest; but his mind ii hard at work. This 

%kot one fif ihccPt upon whkh the other galtopcrd ofT; i!iaI bii ner* 
TBPt, wbo iTM T<rv well oiountnl. proposed to punu« him r.nd lake 
him, but Ihftt bi« GncoiuiU, "No. we havt hriH blood ei>oi>gh ; 
1 1wpeth« nftn nay live to repent." H{« Omcr, upon my pn^uminf^ 
loputtheqttCMidn» ■Murr<l mc, thnt hit mind iraa not at all clouded 
b^ wbftt he bitd thus done In seir-deftaee. 

n S 
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i;nrtktti3n lias cltHic vith external excrliom. It u too 
bte for him to etif^^e in distant projects." BaswELti. 
"^ He fcem& to amtiao httmelf cjuite wvU : to have liia 
tttk^ntton fix^. and his ti':in(|iiillit\' preserved l>v verjr 
■Ball matUr:*. I have iric^l tliu; Imt it would not do 
with me.*" JoHKsoK, (laughing) " No, Sir; it mtict 
he born vitb « man to be cooteiitcd to take up 
with tittle tbin^. Women have a ^^at advantage 
Ibut iIktv iTiar takt: up \viih little lljjtt^, without din- 
gncjii^UietuselTcs; aman cannot, uxccjitwith fiJdKng; 
Had I le&Li!t to fiddle, 1 should have done nothing else." 
BosirtM,. " I'nrjr, Sir, did you lvl-t pliij on any musi- 
cal instniment?" JoRN^ON. ** No, Sii-. louce hou|;lit 
meu fliigdet; but I never made out a tune." Bos. 
WELr. •' A ilcffclcl^ Sir!— >o small an iiistrttment ? ^ 
I sliould have liked to lieur you play on the violonallo. 
7%a/ should b&ve buen ^our instmment." JoiiNsox. 
** Sir, I mi|,^ht as well have played oit tlie violonct^llo 
as nnother; Init I ^linnhl Urvc done nothinj^ eUe, No, 
Sir; a man would never un(k>rtake great tliiui^ could 
lie be amufted with small. I once tncd knottiji^. 
DcmiMter'^ iwitcr undcrtodc to teach me; but I could 
m>i kuvn it/' Do^WELL. ** So. Sir; it will be rcUted 
fa] pomp'nis a&rratt^e, ' Once tW his amu^ntent lie tried 
kDDttin},' ; iior did this Hercules disdain the diiftJifr/'* 
JoBNM>N, " Ikjiitting of stockings is a ^od amnse- 
BH'Dt, As n frccQian of Ahenlcen I should l>e a kiiitt^'r 
oi stockings/' He asked me to go down with him and 
dine at All- Thrale'ft at Streatbam» to which I a^-cd."* 
I'bad lent hioi " Ad Account of Scotland^ iu 1700,** 
written by a man of variouii CDquiry, an Enjftuh cliap- 
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* Wbcn I tedd thu to Mm Sevartl^ ^o Aaikd. aad npvnted wiih 
^MJrr^iH rcadinns, fron " Aa» and GoUubt'* 

" firirgnkf AhuDdredrocib«ruiplafEnnrlh« 

" To in«ke a pipe tov lajr cAr^ciuui moctu*" f J 



loin to a regiment KUtinned there. JOUKSON. "^ It if 
siad f;tuO', Sir, miwraUy Hritlon, a« books in geiKral 
tlien were. There is dow nn elegance of stj^le uinvcr- 
sally dtlTuseJ. No man now writes bo ill as AUrtin** 
Account of the Hcbi-iilv:! is wriuen, A man could not 
write i^o ill, if he vhniild iv}\ Set u nicrchanl a ckxfc 
ngw to write, iuid he'll du better. 

He tolkcd to me with acrioufi concern of a cert^tut 
tenudii fiiead's " laxity of nairatinn, and inauentiou to 
truth." — " I UU1 ns much vexed (said he) at the case 
with which she hean it mentioned lo hcTr as at the 
tiling itself. I told her, * Madam, yon mv conlctttcd 
tn heai' every day said to you, wlial the iii^hc&t of inaa- 
kind Iiavc died fcr, ratliei' than bear/ — Yoti know. Sir, 
the highest of inankiad have died rather than bear lo 
he told they had uttered a fa#eliood. Do talk to tier of 
it: I am w**nrj"/' 

BoswKLt.. " Was not Dr- John Cana|tbeH a very ioao 
Gurntc nianin his narrative. Sir? He once told me, that 
l*c drank tliirtcen ]>uttle:» of |>ort at a sitting." ^ JouBi- 
90N. " Why, Sflfp I do not know tiuit Can]|)l*ell crer 
Ijcd iMth pen and ink; bul you couUl not entirely d^ 

' Loni SkLiaxtaey obvrrvo opoa thi> [UBHigt; " I have \ivtr6 bi« 
IcTl nvxny lh1r>j(\ which, Uiough coibdHihctl by their mode o^ nan*- 
tlrcr, had their llocnidtil ton m trtilh ; bul 1 i>ev«r mn«m1>ef ^ny tiling 
Appranchin^ to ihift. If h« had written tl, I ^Eioultl liavf iinp|»<i«ril 
wnne w»|t hft*l pui ihc ^gMit 0/ one befora tbe ihrc«-"*— I am. hem- 
€v«f. abw)]uidy ccrtiin tbat Dr. Cfnopbcll loU x^ it, and I pivt 
p«n)calar aiication to it, being mpdf a lovrr of wine, and llicrefixe 
cttnoti« lo hear wbatcvet is re<n:irku!>le c»n«ramg drinking. TWr 
oui be no doubt ihit i^omc tacn i\tn drink, iriihout suffvfingiftf 
iDJuf^', «uch A ^tuiBtity At to oihen uppcarn lacrcdibK'. Ii ii bul Ciu 
lo EKld, that Dr. CMnjibilJ tUd id<, he took a very long lime 19 tlut 
grcai potation : Ktxd I hive heard Dr. John*on lay, " Sir. if a naa 
drinlt* ^ery ilowly, And leU one gla^^ crjpomte before he tak« aa- 
other, IknowncH howlungfK: maydnnl." Dr Camitbell menri^saed 
a Colonel or Mililia who Ml with bim aU the line, and drank efpultf* 




U6 



THE LIFE OF 



[1778- 



pend nn any ihmg he loM you in rnnrersatioti, if there 
was fact mixed with it, Hoti-cver, I loved CftmiAelh 
be wiis a Bolid orthodox man : he had a revtr^cc for 
religion. Tbouyh defective in praclicc, he was religi- 
ous in principle; and he did noUiiDg gtooaly wrong 
thnt I have heard."* 

I told him that I had been present tlie day before, 
wl>en Mi'Sh Montague, ihe literary bdy, sat to Miss 
Reynfdds for her picture; and that she said, " she bad 
bound up Mr. GiblKin's History without the last two 
offensve chapters; for that she thought tlie book so far 
good, as it gave, in an ele^nt munntT, tite substance 
of the bad writers medu arci, which the ble Lord Lyi- 
tJeton advised her to read/' Johnson, " Sir, she has 
not read them: she shews none of this impetuosity to 
me: fhe does not know Creek, and, I fancy, knows 
little l-^tin. She u wilting you should think she knows 
them: but she does not say she does." Roswclu 
" Mr, Harris, who was present, agreed with her" 
Johnson, " I Isrrtft was laughing at ber, Sir. IlarrU 
is a 9ound Hulleii schulur; lie due^ nut like inter]o})i-i^. 
HarriH, liowevcT, is a prig) and a had prig.^ I l(K>ked 
into hia book, and thought he did not understand his 
own system/' Boswem- " He says plain things in 
a formal and abstract way, to be sure ; but his metliod is 



* [I)f. John CampbcU died about two ynn before thifi eintveru* 
lion took pUce; Dee. 10, 1776, MaluHe.] 

9 \\'hai my friend oi<nni by theae wordA conceraia; the amiaUa 
philoftophcr of i^aliibiirj-, I fim at & Um to undersmnd. A friend 
<a^esi«, thai Johnwn ilioughl ha nunnrr ta a wriier alTfclcd, while 
at thif »a<nc (iote the m^Ur did not compcoi^te fi>r thokt huth. In 
»hort, tliai ho in««al to tntikc a rcraaili quite diflennt (mm thai 
which \ctlihrtttfd g^mfemftn mnde On a vify «0iaeoi physician: 
He n a coneomb. bvt ^Botisfiiciory eoMwab" 

fThfl CfMrratfd ;<f Af/emTi here Blludcd to, m> the Laie Itighl 
Honourable MIIIuicd G^mfd Haanilton. MalowI.] 
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good: for to bavo clear notions upon any ffuljjcrt, w6 
muat have recourse to analytJck aiTnngtjnKrnt.*' Jonx- 
SON. *' Sir, it n vihai every body docs, wbcllitT they 
will or no. But sometimes things miiy be made darker 
by dt-'fiiatioti. I sec a cow^ I define her, Animal 
quadrupcs ruminans cornutum. But a py&x. ruminates, 
and a cow may have no hom«. Ccw is jilaidcr/" Boi*- 
WKLu " I think Dr. Franklin's definition of Man a 
good one — ' A tool^making animal/" Johkso>c. " But 
many a man never made n toot : and suppose a man 
wilhout arms, he could not make a tool." 

Talking of drinking wine, he said, " I did not lea\'e 
bflr wine, because I could not t>ear it; I have drunk 
thrvN^ Itottk*^ of port nnthoiit beiog th? worse for it. 
ITnivePsity College has witnessed this.'* EoswelL. 
" Why then, Sir. did jou leave it off?** Johnson. 
** Why, Sir, because it is so much better for a man to be 
sure that h^ U never to be Intoxicated, never to lose 
the power over bimvcir I shall not begin to drink 
wine again till I grow old, and want it." Bosmkll. 
" I think. Sir, you once said to me, that not to drink 
wine was a great deduction from life-" Johnson, " It 
is a diminution of pleasure, to be sure; but I do not say 
fl diminution of happiness. There is more happiness in 
being rational-" Bosu'KLr„ " But if we could hare 
pleasure always, should not we be happy ? The great* 
cat part of men would compound for pleasure ?" 
Johnson. ** Supposing we rrudd have pleasure always, 
an intelWlual man would not cnnipoinid for it. The 
greatcNt {lart of men would compoimd, because the 
greote^t part of men are grow." Boswkli.» " I allow 
there may be greater pleasure than from wine- I have 
had more pleasure front your conversation. I have 
indeed ; 1 assure you I have." Johnhon, " When wc 
talk uf pleasure, we mean sensual pleasure. W^hen a 
man says tic bad pleasure witli a woman, be does Dot 
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uiean co:u'ei-saUo£i, but somcthii^ of a diflfcrcDt nature 
Piuluso]ibpr6 tell you, that pktuure is contrary to bap- 
pioess. Gro^ men prefer aninial plca&u]x\ So tLere 
arc neii wJio have prefcned living among savagts. 
Now what a wretdi a)u?it hu l>e, who is content with 
such convcr$;atiop as can Ik had among ^vages ! Vou 
juay rc'iiU'iiiher, an oJKrei" at Fort AugiiittiJKf who had 
served in America^ told us of & Moman whom they were 
<»l>ljg«Kl to binds in order to get her hack from Kavogc 
life" Bo^WEj^u " SUc mu^t ftavc U^ii an animal, a 
J>ca»t-*' Jqhhson. " Sir» she was a ^iK'aking cat." 

I inciitiuiied li> liim (hat I had bt.x.xjmc very weary 
in company where I heard not u siiiglu intellectual j^eu- 
toacc, except that *' a man who had bfcn ecttkd ten 
years in Minoroi was become a much inreriour man to 
what be was in London^ liecau^c a man's mind grows 
naiTow in a nan-ow placed John&on. " A man's 
BUod grows narrow in a nun^ow place, wbosi^ mind is 
enlarged only because? be ha? lived in a large place : but 
viiat is got hy book^ and tldnkiiig i» pn-sencd in a 
narrow place as wcU as iu a large place. A mua 
cannot know modes of life aa wdj in Minorca as in 
London : but he waj «tudy mntliematick^ a^ well in 
Jlinorca.*" Boj*wei.l- *■ I don't know^ Sir; if you hod 
rcoiaiiied ten years ia the Ulc of Col, you uould not 
bavc been the man that you now arc." JouNSON. 
*' Ye3», Sir, if I had been there from fifteen to twenty- 
five; but not if from twenty -five to tliirty-five-'* lios- 
VCLL. *' I own, SiTp the ^pirit^ wliich I have iii Loodoa 
make mc do every thing with n^ort; i^adine^ and 
vigour I can talk twice as much in London a» any 
where else." 

Of Goldsmith, lie said, " He was not an agrceablir 
CfiinpanioOt for he talked alwa>-B for fame. A man who 
doei HI. never can be pleojong. The maa ubo talks to 
liabunbea bit joind iii the man to dcligbt youu Aa 
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eminent friend of ours is ncrt so agreeable as the vai'icty 
ol' Im knowledge would otherwi:!^ niake him, liecaiisc 
he talks partly from ostentation." 

Soon after our arrival at Thrale's* I heard one of the 
nuuiU calling eagerly on another, to go to Dr. Johnson, 
I wondered what thi^ could mean. I iilla^ard:^ Icnrot, 
tliat it wiu to gyve bcr a Bible, which he had brought 
Iroin London lui a present to hen 

He was for a conMcIcrable lime occupic^d iii residing, 
" Jlawircj de FontaicUe," leaning and swinging upon 
Uic low gaifi into the court, without his liat, 

I looked into I-oi'd Kaimess " Sketches of the His- 
tory of i^Ian ;" and mentioned to Dr. Johnson hi^t a'n* 
sure of Charles the Fifth, for eclebrating his funeral 
d>3equies in his life-time* which, I told him, I had been 
Vied to think a M)lenin and aJlecting act. Johxmin, 
" \Vhy» Sir, u man tnuy dii^pose \\h mind to think so of 
that act of Cbarlei : but it is so liable to ridicule, that 
if one man out of ten thousand laughs at it, hell make 
the other uinc tbouuind nine hundred and nincty-niuc 
laugh too.** I could not ugrec with him iu thiG. 

Su- John Prioglc had expressed a wieh that 1 would 
aik Dr. JubjiM^na opinion vtU»t weie iht; Inrsi Eagli^li 
sormoDs for style. 1 took uu opportunity to-day of 
mentioning several to him. AtlcrbnryT Johxsok. 
** Yw, Sir^ one of the lest." Bosweli- '* llUoison ?" 
Johnson. " Wby» not aoa-. I should not advise a 
preacher at this day to imitate TiUotson*s ^tyle ; though 
I don't kaotv ; I should be cautious of objecting to what 
has been applauded by so many suflfrages.-'— ^n/A is 
one of the l^est, if you except \\\a peculi»rilie$, and his 
violence* and somelimos cx^rsene^s of laiigiuige.^5fcrf 
bas a very fine style; but he is not very theological.*— 
JortiHS sermons are very elegant. — Shtriock's style 
too is very elegant, tho«igii be has not made it bis prin- 
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dpal study. — And you may add Smatlridge. AH the 
latter preacli«r« have a good style. Indeed, tiolxxly 
n&w talks much of style: every body composes pretty 
Virdl. There arc no such inharmonious periods as there 
were a liundrcd years a^o. I sliould recommend Dr. 
Clarke H :^niions, were he orthodox. However, it In 
very well known where he is not orthodox, which was 
upon lilt: doctrine of the Trinity, as to which he is a 
condemned hcrelick ; so one is aware of it/* IIosweli^ 
** I like Ogdcn's Sern^ons on Prayer very much, both 
fbrocatness of style and ituhtilty of reasoning." JoHS* 
sov. " I sJjouId like to read all that Ogtlen has writ- 
ten," BoswELL, " What I wish to know is, what 
sermons afford the best specimen of £ngtisli pulpit elo- 
quence " Johnson. « We have no sermons addressed 
to the pas-^ionft, that are gooil for any thing: if you 
mean lliat kind of eloquence." A ClkkcywaN: 
(whose name I do not recollect.) ** Were doI Dodd's 
sermons addressed to the passions J'' Joiinsok. ** They 
were nothing, Sir, be thry addre^^^ to Mhat they may.'* 

At dinner, Mrs. Tlirak* cxprvsaixl u wi»h lo t^ and 
sec Scotland. Johnson. •■ Seeing Scotland, Sladam, is 
only seeing a worse England. It is seeing the flower 
gradually fade away to the naked stalk, Seing the 
Hebrides, indeed, is seeing quite a diflerent scene," 

Our poor friend, Mr. Thomas Daries, was soon to 
have a I)cnL'fil at Drurydane Theatre, as some relief to 
his unfortunate circumstances. We were all warmly 
intercMixl for his success, nnd had contributed tn it, 
However, wc thought there was no harm in having otir 
joke, when he could not lie hurt hy it. I proposed that 
he should be brought on to gpcok a Prologue upon the 
occasion; and 1 ix^an to mutter fragoacnts of what tt 
tnight be : ns, that when now grown old^ he was obliged 
to cry, " Poor TomN U'CQtd /"^tlial be owned he had 
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Ixrcn driven from tin? stage by a Churchill, imt that thw 
was no digracc, for a Churchill liail boat Ihc French;— 
thAt ha hod liccn sntyritwil as ** mouthing a sentence as 
curs mouth a bone," but he was now g\ad of a bone to 
pick,^" Nfljr> (said Johi^^ti,) I vrmild have him to say, 
" Mod Tom U come to itt itic world apun." 

He and I returned to town in the evening- ITpon 
tfw road, I endeavoured to maintaiiit in argument, tlmt 
a landed gentleman is not under any obligation to renide 
upon bu! CTitatc ; and that by living in London he doet 
110 iigury to his country. Johnson. <* Wliy, ^r, he 
doa no injur^v to his country in gcncrnJ* bccauM: the 
inoDcy wliidi he dmiva fmm it geu back a^ain in cir- 
culation; but to his particular district, his particnilar 
pari?&li, tie does an injury. All tliat he has to give 
away is not ^vea to those who have the first claim to 
it. And thoug:h I have said that tlio money cii^ulates 
backf it 124 a long time before that happen!;. Then, Sir, 
a man of family and estate ought to con»ider tumsdf 
as having the charge of a district, over which he is to 
diflTuse civility and happiness"' 

Next day I found him at home in the momiug. He 
praised Deluny's " Olnservations on Swift;'* said that 
his book and Lord Orrery's might liolli Ijetmci though 
one viewed Swift more, nnd the other lesi, favourably ; 
and that, between both, wc might have a complete no- 
tion of Swift. 

Talking of a man's resolving to deny himiwlf the use 
of wiucj ffom moral and religious considerations, ho 
said, " He must not doubt about it. When one doubts 
as to {ileasizrc, we Icnow wliat i^ill be the conclusion. 
1 now no more think of drinking wine, Uian a horse 



' [Sec, hov»eir«r, pp. 181. 182, where bit ilecition on Uiti subject 
u nvTc AiVDunbk lo xht sUentct. Mitoss.] 
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does. The wim! upon the table is no more for me, than 
for the dog iJjAt u under the table/' 

Ou Tbur>da)% April 9, I diDcd witli him at Sii' 
Jo&bua Reynolds's, with the Biiliop of St. Asa^>h» (Dr. 
SliijJoy,) Mr. Allan lluDisay, Mr. Gibboa, Mr. Cam* 
bridg*% and Mn Langton- Mr. Uamsay had lately re- 
turned ff^in ltaly> and entertained us with his obscria- 
Uoiw u[*on Iion>cc"s vHln, which he had examined with 
great care. I i-cUshcd this mudi, as it brought frcfth 
into my niiinl what I had viewed with K^eut pleasure 
tliirtci^u years before. The Bl*^hopf Dr* Johnr^ou, imd 
Mr- CaiiiliridgCt joined with Mr Ramsnr, in roeollect- 
ing ihe various lines in Horace relating^ to the subject. 

Horace's journey to Brundustum Iwmg tnenttoned, 
Johnson ol)Scncd, that the brook which he cicscribea is 
to be seeniiow, exactly as at that time; and that he 
liad often wcndered how it happened, that small lirooVa, 
such as this» kept the samo situation for ages, notwith- 
standing earthquakes, by which cteri niounlains have 
been chan^d, and a^rieultiire, which produces sijch a 
variation upcn the surface of Ibe earth. Cambridge. 
** A Spanish writer has this thought in a poetical con- 
ceit. Att^y ^h^'^rvin^ that nio^ of tlie 5o1id .ttnicturest 
of Rome nrc^ totnlly pcii^hcd, irhilc the Tiber remains 
the saniL'i lie addfi, 

".Lo ptc era Firmc huiO t^^mcMlc, 
" L9 F^giiitv pfrmaxfct ,y dun," 

lOnNdON. "Sir, that is tnkea fron Janus VUnGx: 



- himUa laiescmitt ; 



** Et ifMor pfTpetvo /VMf agitata monrni/' 

The Bishop «ud, it appeared from Horace'* writ- 
injTs Uiat he was a cheerful contented man. Johnson. 
** We have no reason lo tiplicve that, my Lord, Are 
ivc to think IVjv was happy, iKcaiuc he «ay» so in his 
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WTJlings ? We see in hi§ writings what he wuh«rl the 
Btato of Iit^ mind io appear. Dr. Voiing, whn piwd 
for pr«'ferment, talks with iY>nt4>mpt of it in Hs writ- 
ing*, nnd nflTocU to despise every thing thnt he did not 
dcs|riflc." Bwnop oy St. AsAl>n, " He was like 
other chaplaifH, looking for Yiicancics t hiit that U not 
peculiar to the clergy. I remember, when I wm with 
thctLrmy, nftcr the bottle «jf I^felilt, tJie officers seri- 
ously grumbled that no ^ncral was killed." Caw- 
BniOUE. " We may believe Horace rrHH'C, when he says, 

thaii m'Iru lie hoaats of his consistency : 

Bo$W£i.L. ^ IIo^ hnrd is it that man can never be at 
rest/ Hamsav. " It 13 not in his nature to be at i^est. 
Whco lie is at rcst» he is in the worse state that he uin 
be in : fur Ike has nothing- to agitate hini. Me Is then 
like the man In tbc Irish son^. 

" There lived & young man to Kiiltiiuicnay, 
" Ulio wiinicd & wife for lo male him un^niy." 

GoklinniUi beiii|; mentioned, Joiinson obsened, that 
it was long Ijofore his merit came to be acknowledged: 
that he once oomplamed to himr in ImiicrouK termft of 
dutoVfST " Whenever I write aay thing, the publick 
make a poitU to kua^%' ]i4>thmg about it : ^ but that hid 
^ Traveller" - brought him into high rc|>utaiion. 
LiAXGroN. *^ Then is not one had li&c in that ponu,; 
not one of Dryden's cartrless vcru^/' Silt Josuua. 
*< i wojL gUd to hear Charles Fox &ay» it n'ls one of 
ttie finest poems in the EoKh^h laugua^." la,XGXOK^ 
** Why iverc you gliHl ? Vou f^urely had no doubt of 
this before" Johnson. ''No; the merit of * The 

* \}i\nM, grttUiahcii in 1765. Uu^ovft.] 
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Travellcr' is so well established, that Mr. I'^ox's praise 
ciiDDot augment it, nnrhu ornsum diiiiiuLsh it.*" 8iB 
Joshua. " But his friends may suspuct lliuy had too 
great a partiality for hinu" Jojinsow '* Nay, Sir. 
the luii'tiality orhi^^ rriends was tilwaya against hini> It 
W8K vitli difiicidty we could give him a hearing. Gold- 
smith had no M^Tled nntionfi upon any Hulijed : so he 
talked ainrays at nindoin. It »(eemed to be tii:i ititeii- 
tion to blurt out whatever was in hi« mind, and t*€e 
what would become of it. lie was angry too, when 
catchcd in an jik^urdity; but it did not |>t'evi-nt him 
from falling into umjtlier the ne^t minute. I rcnicuibtr 
Cbamjert* after talking nith hini some tirac^ said, 
* Wcllj 1 do believe l*e wrote this poem himself; and, 
let me tell you, that is believing a great deal/ Cha- 
mier once asked him^ what he meant by sl<tu\ the last 
word in the first line of ' The Traveller,* 

Did he mean tardiness of locomotion ? Goldsmith, who 
would say something without consideration, ani^wered. 
' Yes.' I was sitting by, and said, * No. Sir. you do 
not mean tardinea^s af loromotinn ; you mf'an, that nltig- 
gishness of mind whieh comes upon a man in «ohtudc.' 
Chamior believed then that I had written the line, as 
mueh us if he had ween me write it. Gotd^nnihp l«*w* 
"ever, was n mon^ who, whatever he wrote, did it bet- 
ter than any other man could do. He desen'cd a place 
in Weatminstcr-Abbey ; and every year he lived, would 
have deserved it better. He had. indeed, lHM,>n at no 
pains to fill his mind with knowledfp^. He transplanted 
it from ODC place to another ; and it did not settle in his 
mind ; ao he could not tell what was in his own books." 

' [Anthonjr Chunicr, £*q. » lacnber of the LrrtRAKT Ctua. 
Vnfer-Secivtvy of Sutc, He dM Oct. IS, 1780. MAiOwa.] 
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Wc talked of living in the country. JcifiKso^. " NTa 
yrisc man >viU ^u to live in the country, unlesn be has 
sometliing to do which can be lietter done in the coun- 
try. For instance; if he h to shut hini^lf up for a 
year to study a science, it is bcller to look out to the 
fields, than to an oppcsite wall. Then ifn man nalks 
out in the country, there i» nobody to keep hiju from 
walking in again ; but if a man walks out in LoekIoOi 
he is not sure when he shall walk in again A great 
dty is, to be sure, the school for studying life; and 
' The proper study of mankind is man/ as Pope ob- 
Sfirves." BoKWEiJ.- ** I fancy, Ix^ndon is the best 
place for wwicty ; though I have henrd (hat ibc very 
first society of Pans is still l>eyond any Ihing that ve 
have here." JouNSOK. " Sir, I question if in Paru. 
•uch a company as is sitting round this table could be 
got together in lets tlian half a year. They talk in 
France of the felicity of men and woinco living together: 
tlie truth !£, that there the men arc not higbei' than 
the women, they know no more than the woinea do. 
and they arc not held down in their conver^tion hy 
the presence of women." HAirSAY. "Literature i$ 
upon the growth, it is in it^ lipring in France : here it 
IS rather passh,'" Johnson- ■* lilemtui^e was in 
France long before wc had it Park was ihe second 
city for the revival of letteis: Italy had it fiiM> to be 
sure- What hftve we done far literature, equal to wluit 
was done by the Stephani ami others ia France? Out 
litcratnre came to us through France. Caxton printed 
only two bookSj Chaucer and Gowcti that were not 
transliition.^ from the Freiicli ; and Chaucer, wc know» 
took much from tJic Italians. No, Sir, if literature be 
in its ifpring in France, it is a second spring ; it \s after 
a winter, Wc are now before the French in litcratitre: 
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but wc had it long after them. In Englnml^ nny man 
who svears a sword and a powdcreil vig, is ashamed t<i 
I)c illil^jmic, I Iwlicvc it Is not so in France. Vet 
there ist prodably, a great deal of learning in France, 
because they hare such a numlwr ofreligiDus esuihlish- 
menls ; so many men who hove nothing else to do but 
to study. I do not knciv this ; hut I take it upon the 
common principles of chance. Where there aix? many 
shooters, some will hit." 

Wc talked of old age, Johnson {n€vw in his seven- 
tieth yeafj) said, " It is a man's own fault, it im fhnn 
want of une, if bn nrind groMH toqiid itl old age.** 

* [HoUm» iw of ilif wine opiokm wiih Ji»hnMQ on this flut^eet ; 
and in Kit ftfl»wcr to D*Avciin&l> Prtfacc lo Go^fDieiur* wriili i^rnt 
«plril cTpltvlM th« onmiE fipiam, Thnt f h« Tniiul id old n^e in »ul>- 
jtel to ft cHTcauiy uul immliblc debility. 

" AwJ notf while I think oni, (v^ the philosopher,) giw ie« 
learei with a ahorc dlKonl, to ^wceico the hnmcny' of tht ap- 
proaching cloic. I havf nothing lo object to yaurpotm, but da4«^ot 
ooty !^m vosfcthiD^ in your pT«6>cr, Hmndinjif to the prrjuflice of 
age. It ift coiunonly vaid, that old ag« wim reiarn to childhciod t 
wlikh nkcthuilc vov InUst o-n ao long, an if yoa dMirrih nho«)iJ be 
believed. I'hal't the note I me«ti to fthnkr n lUllr. 'Hiat tt^'ing» 
meant only of the weakneu of body. wu> wrcKled !o the weokiKM of 
mind, by frofvnrd chiUnn, vmry of the controliBeTtC of ihetr fMuenUt 
muten, jtnd other aitiHOoiioni. 

*' ^econdlyf the douft and childAahaeu tbey wcribe to a^ v 
nenrr Uie ellccl of limr, but soiaeliiuc* of Uic »cc%se« uf ynulh, 
and not a (ctiimlii^ lo» bot a coAiinoiil iiliiy with, childhood. Kor 
they th»t vri^nt ihe curkmty of furntthing thc-Ir mcraoriec ^th the 
nuitieft of oniure in ihcir youth, onci ptm their tine ia makJiig pm- 
flMD only for their vto/c, and tecmiftl delight, are cbildren atillL 
«t«hAi yean iioever; at they thnt coviog into a pofniloiw cky« 
never p>^rg out of their tna, arc itraagen itill, how long t«ever 
ihey hare bera there. 

^ Thinlly, tbvev ie no reaiwi for tatf man t»ihlfl* bliMelf ttiaer 
(a-day ihnA yr?iteRl>f , «rhk4i doc* flot e<piy)y c< m 4pc» h« •kail b*- 
ariaar ti^murroie- than lo-cUy. 

*' KourtUly, )'0U will be forced to choogc your optnion bert&Aer. 
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The Bishop aflked, if an old man iloes not lose faster 
than he gels. Joumson. " 1 think not. my Lorct> if 
he exerts himself/' Ow of the compaDy rashly ob- 
served, that he thou^Lt it was bappy tor an old man 
thai insensibility comes upon him- Johnson : ^with a 
nohi^eleratton and disdain,) "No, Sir, I shouhl nevei' 
lie hftppy hy lirinp less rational BlsiioP oF Sx- 
AsAm. " Your wish then. Sir, is yi^a#xjir Ji^^^ito^otf" 
JoUN'SON. " Yeit, my I^rd/' His Lordahi^i meationed 
a eharitaUe eslubliifhmcnt in Walc«, where people were 
maJTit^nnixJ, and si]ppl!c<] with every thing, upon the 
DMJilitioiJ of thuir conti'ibuti[)|; the weekly produce of 
their labour; and he said, they gi'ew <]nite torpid for 
want of property, Jounson, '* Tliey have no object 
'for hope. Their condition cannot be better. It is row- 
ing ^^ ithout a port." 

One of the eompany a^ked him the meaning, of (he 
C3cpression in Juvenal, umus taccrt<i\ Johnson. " I 
think it dear enough ; ns much ^'ound as one may 
have a chanee to find a Ij/ard upon/' 

Commentators have diflcrcd as to the exact meaning 
of the expre^ion hy nhirh the poet intended to enforce 
the sentimont contniiK^I in tiK> jukx-'tage where these 
wordii oecur. It is L-iii>ugh that they menn to denote 
evon a very ^inall possession, provided it be a man*8 
own : 

" £«i Btic|iiid, qiioeaA<|ii« loco 9Uocuni|ue rccnsu, 
*' Uniutt tece dominutn fcci«« I»c<rt*-" 

Thia season tliere wn:^ a whifu^ical fashion in the 
newspapers of applying Shakspeare's words to describe 

when jou are old ; and in i\\e iDciin tinac ycra disaedit all I liave 
■lU before in your commenclAtwnt b«caiu« 1 an old already.— But 
no more of tUaa." 

Hobbei, wh^n he wrolc thnc pUa^ing ftnd ftcnikibJc remarks, 
wu aixty-Ci«D yean aU, and U'AvMsm foriy^lvvc, M^ii.okil.J 
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linng persons well known in the worid; which was 
done under the title of " Modem Characters from 
Shaksjieare ; *^ man}' of which were admirably adapted. 
The fancy Ifxdc so much, that Uiey were oftrrwards 
coUeeted into a pamphleL Someliody said to Johnson, 
across the table, that lie had not been in those charac- 
tei"s. " Yes, (said In?) 1 Imvc*. I should liave been 
sorry ta Ih' left out." He then repeated what had been 
applied tn him, 

" You mtut borrow mo GahioaktuVi mouth/' 

Mis* Reynolds not perceiving at once die meaning of 
this, he was obliged to explain it lo lier, which had 
something' of an awkward and ludicrous eflect. " Why, 
Madam, it has a reference to me, as itsin;^ biff words, , 
which require the inouth of a giant to pronounce them. 
Gan^gantua is the name of a giant in Rababiii." Uo!i' 
WELL- " But, Sir, there is another aniong?^t them for 
yo« : 

' Hciraulil not ttaitrrNeplttne for hu Iridmt, 

' Or Jove lor liin pantr to ihuntier/" 

JonNSOX. " There is nothing- marked in that. No- 
Sir» Gamgantua is the best." Notwithstanding this 
cose and good humour, when I, a little while nfter- 
warJs I'ejieated his saj^casm on Kenrick/ which was 
irceived with applause, Ite aaked, " 7/7/0 said tliat?*^ 
and on my suddenly tiniivft:riugf^Gttragitit(iia^ ho 
]ookc?d 5erious» which vius a suflkient indicatipu that 
he did not wish it to be kept up. 

When wc wont to the drawing-room» there was tt] 
rich as«;emblage. ResideEt the company who had beei 
at dinner, there were Mr. Garrick, Mr. Harris of Salis-"^ 
bury. Dr. Pei^cy, Dr. Barney, the Honourable Mrs,. 
Cholmondelcy^ Miss Ilannal) More, &c. &c. 



* See Vol. L p. ii3. 
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After wnnderiog about in a kind of pleasing dis* 
traction for M)me tifnc, 1 got into a comer, ivith John- 
£on> Garrick, and Harris. Garkick. (to Harris^.) 
" Pra>% Sir, have you read Potter's ^!schylus?" 
Harris, *'Yes; and think it pretty." Gaurick. (to 
Johnson.) " And what Ihink you, Sir» of it?" John- 
son'. '* I thought whnt I ivad of it vrrhiugc r hut njv»n 
Rrn Harris's r^ommendation, I will read a play, (To 
Mr. Harris.) Don't prescribe two-" Mr, Harris sug- 
gested oac, I do not remember which. Johnson. 
*' Wc mu3t try ita cflTcct as an English poem ; that fa 
the way lo judgt; of ihe merit of a translation. Trans- 
lations an.% in general, tot- people who cannot read the 
orifpnal." I mentioned the vulgar saying, that Pope's 
Homer was not a good representation of the ori^inaK 
Johnson. " Sir, it is the greatest work of the kind 
that has ever beer produced," Boswkll. *' The truth 
is, it is impossible perfectly to tramlate poetry. In a 
different language it iimy be the same tune» bat it has 
not the same tone. Homer plays it on a bassoon; 
Pope on a flagelct/' Harris. '* I think, heroick poetry 
is best in blank rcrse ; yet it appears that rhyme is 
eaar^ntial to Ktiglisb poetry, from our deficiency in me- 
trical quantities. In my opinion, the chief excellence 
of our langnago U numerous prose." Joimsox. " Sir, 
William Temple was the fii-^t writer wliogavc cadence 
to KnglJdi prosc,^ Before his time ,thcy were carele** 

5 [The oulkoorm Vol. 1. p. IS% **T*- ihitt Jnhticcin onrc told 
bim, " that be had fornitd bn itjrle tipoc ih&t of Sir MlUitun Tem- 
ple, and upon Chunbemit Proposal for hU Uiclionnry. He certainly 
WM miiiakf n ; or, if be ingatneid it ftr^t that he was imitntinf Tem- 
ple, he was ttty uiuueccMirul, (or notZiiag cna be moit unlike than 
the Himpliciiy orTemple mil the rlchnru of Johatoti." 

I'hlaotacrvaiiOR of (^urauthifur, on ihc fim yi«w, seems ptiTecUj 
Ju«t ; bat. on a c1ot«r nL&mrniilio>n» >l wifl, 1 lliink. apf>^nr to baVft 

beeafoaaded oo « minpprchenuMi. Mr Boftwdl uodcniood John- 
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of arrangement, and did not mind whfllicr a sontence 
ended with an important irord or an insi^ificant word, 
or with what [wirt of' speedi it Mas conrhided." Mr, 
Lan^ton, wha now had joined us, commended Claren- 
don. JohnsoNp " He is objected to for his parentheses, 
his mvoh'^ clauses^, and his want of harmony* But 
he is supported by 1ii?4 matter. !t is, indeed* owing to 
a plethory of mntKr that hia style i* so fauhy : every 
substance^ (*milin^ to Mr. Harris) has sn many tied'- 
dentt. — ^To 1x? disltnctf wc muct talk analytically. IC 
we analyse lan^a^, we must speak of it grammali- 
calJy ; If wc analyse argvmcntr wc mu^t speak of it 
logically."* Gauuick. "Of oil the traniilatioiiH that 
ever were attempted, I think Klphin5tou*!> Miirtinl the) 
most extraordinary. He consulted me upon it, who 
am a liltlc of an epJgrnmmattM myself, you know. I 
tekl him fVech^, ' You don*t seem to have that turn/ 
I asked him if he was fterious; and finding he ttiw, f 
advised Mm against publishing. Why, hu« translation 
is more difheult to understand than the on^naJ. I 
thouf^hl him n man of some talents ; but he seems eraqr ] 



ioa too litemltj. He did not. I eonceii^ nKna, thai be endf». 
Touted to ioiftale Temple's Hyk in all iu pan» ; btti ihtt U formecl 
hit strle on him uid Chumben, (pcrfuipt the pnpcr publulied in 
17S7, rvlaiivc tj> hi» second coition, cnlitled CohkiniiiATioMSf &c.) 
taKng from »di H-hai «m nio^t vvorlh) of IniilfttloQ. The paxsa^ 
before v*, 1 think shoivn, Ibni he Ic^LmeO frooi Ttaple to modulMe 
bii period*, dod, jib M«/ rtip*et only, made htm hia patt«m. la lhi» 
vipsv or ihf JtTihjrct there U ha diffleultf. He might lenrn Tfoni 
Chfimben, compncineis. Mren;flht ainH prtcMUm (in opposilioa to' 
tht Ia\iir of Ktyte itttch had lon^c prer^iled ;) from Sit Thoma 
BronTt^e, (who voa certainly otic of hn archelypeft,) pojulm wrio- 
rum, Tljrouruid cfi«rjfVofcTpreMiofi: and from Tenple,hanii«n)OtM 
WT&ngriQrm, the daccollocetioo of urordi, lod the oth^r arik ^and 
p«cc« of eompmiiion here rntineniled s ttnA fci, after nil, hb *lyle 
mi^hi hear no ttrikiiif{ n^rmhlfinef tci thu of mity of lh»« writerv, 
IhODch it had profited by each. Malov^] 
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in thU." Johnson. " Sir, you have done wh^t I had 
not courage to do. But he did not ask mj advice, and 
I did not force it upon liim. to make htm angry with 
nR>." Garrtc*:. '*' B«t as a friend. Sir — ," JoH?^-. 
SON. " Why, such a friend au I am with him — no." 
Garkick^ •* But if you sec a friend going to tumble 
over a precipice ? * JonNsos, ** That is an extravagant 
C65C, Sir, You arc sure a friend will thank you tor 
hindering him from tumhlioj^ over a jn^ecipic^ : but, in 
the other CAse» I should huK liis vanity, and do liim no 
good* He would not take my advice. His brother-* 
in-taw, Strahan, sent him a sutncription of fifty pounds 
and said he would send him HRy more, if he would not 
publish." Gahrick- "What! eh! i« Strahan a good 

judge of an Epip^am? Is not he rather an obtuse 
man, ch ? Johnsox. *^ Why, Sir, he may not be a 
Ji>dge of an Epigram : hut you ftee he b a judge of 
what is 7itti an Epigram/* Boswell. " It is easy for 
ynu. Mr. Garrick, to talk to an autliour &s you talked 
to KlphtnsluTi : you, who have hcL^n so long the man^ 
get of a theatre, rejectin|f the playst ot poor autbours; 

, You an? an old Judgi*^ who have often pronounced sen- 
tence of death. You are a practised surgeon, who 
haw often amputated limh<t ; and though this may 
have bt:eii lor the guud uf yuur [laltcuts^ they cannot 
like you. Those who have undergone a dreadful ope- 
ration, are not ver>' fond nfiicein^ tlie ojierator again." 
GAItRUrK. " Yes, I know enoiigh of that, There was 
a reverend goatleinau, (Mr Hawkins,) who ^tote a 
tragedy, the siEOE of soniethinj;,^ which I refused*^ 
Hakkis, " So, tbe sieE^c'nas raist^.' Johnson. *• Ay, 
he came to me and compU&inetl: and told me, that 

* li TO* nlled " The Siege of Aleppo/" Mr, Hawkiiw, lac Att- 
tlKHir of U, wu foonerly prfWrvtor of Foctry at Oxii^rd. U ii priftlcd 
•D hit " MiiccnnnU^"' 3 VoJh, Svo* 
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(^rick said liis play was wrong in the concoctiint, 
Now» whfll is the concoclion of a play !" (Here Gar- 
rick started, and tivisled himself, and sccnicd soixly 
vexed ; for Johnson told me, he lx?lieved the story was 
tnie-) Gaeuick, ** I — I — I — said, Jlrj/ concoction"' 
Joii>fsoN. (smiling.) "Well, he left out^r^r And 
Richj be said, refused him in false English: ho could 
shew it under his hand." Gaiihick, '* He nroto to 
mc in violent wralh, for having refused his \iny : • Sir, 
this is grooving a very serious and terrible affair. I am 
reiolved to pijhii-ih my jilay. I wHU apjteal to iht- w orld ; 
and huw will j-our jml^'inent «p|ic«r?' I fiii:^wc;i\-dp 
'Sir, notwttlistandiiii; all the >eriousne«s, uihI all the 
terrours I have no ohjectton to your pul>li»JiiDg:your 
play : and as you live at a grvat distance, (Devonshire^ 
I beJieve,) if yon will send it to me, I will cx*nvey it to 
the press-' I never heard more of iu ha ! ha ! ha ! " 

On Friday^ April 10^ I found Johmon at home in 
the mominf^. We resumed Ihe conversation of ytistiT* 
day. lie jnit me iu mind of some of it wlnrh had 
escaped my memory, and enabled me to record it more 
IKrfcctly than 1 otherwise could have done. He wa« 
miirh p1ea^<<] with my payinij ^o gnmt attention to his 
ri^bommendation in 176il, the pi-riod when our ac* 
quaintancc began, that 1 should keep a journal : and I 
could perceive he ivas sccTctly ^ilea^cd to find %o mucli 
of the froii ofht^ mind pivservcil ; and as he bad hccn 
used to ima^nc and say that be idways laboured when 
he said a good thingj — it delighted him, on a review* 
to find that his conversation leeoicd with |ioiut and 
imagciy. 

I said to him, " Vou were, yesterday, Sr, in re- 
markably gooti humour ; hut there was nothing to oflcnd 



^ [Canick Kml hij;h nuibority U\f IIm e:ipitision. Drydea 
it in bli iircfocc lo UiriJirt'*. .MALaNi.] 
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you. nothing to produce irritation or violence. There 
wa5 no bold oflTender. There wa^ not one capital con* 
viction. It was a miiiden asxisu^. Yoii had on your 
wbtte gloves,*' 

He found fault with our friend Lao^^ton for having 
bcca too silent. " ^t (eaid I,) ^ou will recollect that 
be very properly took up Sir Jo:»hu<i for being glad tjiat 
Charles Fox had praUc<l GcldMiiith'5 ' Tnircllcr/ and 
you joined hipi/' J«h>sun. " Yes, Sir, 1 knocked 
Fox OP the head, without ceremony- Reynolds is too 
much under Fox and BuHcc at jire^cnt. He i^ under 
the /ox star^ and tlic Irish comttUation. He is 
always under some planet." Uosm'ri.i.. *' There isno 
Fox star." Johnson, " But there is a dn^j star." 
BoswrxL. " They say» indeed, a fox and a dog are 
the Eamc animal.** 

1 reminded him of a gentleman, who, Mn*, Choi-" 
mondcley said, was first talkative from affectation, and 
then silent from the same cause : that he 6rftt thought, 
** I shall i>e celebrated as the livelieitt man in every 
company ; " and tlicn. all at ot>ce, "* O ! it is much 
more resiiectaUe to be grave and look wise." ** He 
has reserved the Pythagorean discipline, by being first 
tjdkative, atid tlieii Ml<:nt, Ik- ri^verses the course of 
Naturu too ; he was fu^^t the guy buttertly, and then 
tlie creeping worm.**- Johnson laughed loud and long 
at thi» ex|Htn8ion and illustration of what he himself had 
told n>e, 

Wc dined togetlier with Mr. Scott (now Sir "William 
Scott, his Jllajesty's Advocate General,) ' at htscham- 
beif ill t)ie Templci nobody ebe tlicre. The company 



■ [Ni>«(l81H,} Judge of the Court of AtininiUy, titd Muter of 
the Kacultisa, Malons.] 

[And ftUice (1821) oiont dnerrtdty raided t^ the peen^ b}- the 
lU1« of LoiD Stowjcll. a. C] 
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being small, Johnson was not in such spinU as he had 
been the preceding dar. and for a considerohle time 
little WIS said. At la^t he Inirst forth : " Siilwrdinatton 
is sadly broken down in this a^e. No man, now> has- 
tbd ssDte authority which his lather liad, — except a 
gaoler- No master has it over his servants : it u 
dimtnifthed in our collets; nay, in our grommnr- 
dcfaooU," Boswni,!.. " Wliatiec tJie cause of this, Sar?" 
JoiiNsOK. " Why, the coming in of the Scotch/' 
(laughing Harcaatically,) Bcmwei*)., *' That is to »iy,. 
things have liecu t urinal tojfsy-tuivcy-*— But your 
serious cause." JujiNMJN, " Why, Sir, there arc 
roany causcjf, the chief of which is, 1 think, the great 
increase of money. No mnn now depend-s upon the- 
Lordofa >Ianoiir, when lie can sendto nnother coud- 
try and fttch pruvision^ The ^hu<'-l>lack at the L'ntry 
of my court does not deiK^nd on me* 1 can deprive him 
but of a penny a day^ which he hopes somebody ebe 
will bi'in^ him ; and that penny I nui^t carry to another 
shoe^ack, 50 tlic tmde HiOvr^ nothing. I have ex- 
plained in my ' Journey to the Hebrides/ hoie gold 
and silver destmy feiidul udinnlinatiim. But, besTdejt, 
there is a general rrlaxittion of reverence. No son now 
dfirjicnds upon Itis father, Oit in fomier times. Paternity 
uaed to be considerMi n^ of il^^elf a gmai tiling, wliicfa 
had a right to many claims. T-liat is, in ^t»cralf 
reduced to very mnali bounds. My hope b, Uutt as 
anarchy produces tyranny, this exu^me relaxation will 
produce /Wf}j MtrUtio:^ 

Talkinpf of fame, lorwhieh there i5 90gieat adenm 
1 obttervcd, how little tlieit; is of it in reality, compared 
with the otlier objects of human attention. ** 1^ 
Gfcry man recollect, and he will lie srntiible hovr small 
a part of bis timo \i employed in talking or thinking of 
Shakspcare, Voltaire, or any uf tlie most celebrated 
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men Uial Imvc ever lived, or arc now supposetl to 
occupjr the attention and admiration of the world. 
Let this be extraetcd and conipresT^ed ; into what a 
narrovr ^ace will it go ! '' I ttH>n sliljr introdueed Mr. 
Garrick's fame. And hU ajisuming the airs of a gr^at 
maa. Johnson. ** Sir, it b wonderful how /iule 
Ganick assumes. No, Sir, Garrick /brlttiwm reve- 
rcnier habct^ Coosider, Sir \ celcWated men, such as 
you have mentioned, have had tln^ir apjilau^c at a di»- 
tODCC; but (viirrick hud it duathed in hj^ face, &oundc4 
iu hia cuns and went home every night with the 
plaudits of a Uiousand in hU cramuvu Then, Sir, 
Garrick did not Jind^ hut made his way to the tables, 
the levees» &ud idmc«t tlie hed-chumbers of the gi^eat. 
Then, Sir, tlarrick Jmd under liim a numerous body 
of people; wli^, from fear cf hi« power, and Iiupeii of 
his favour, and admiration of Ids talents* were con- 
stantly suhmifuive to him. And here is a man who has 
advanced the dimity of hU prcfes^ion. Garrick has 
made a player a higher character." Scott- " And he 
it a very <(prig]itly writer too." JoHNSOX. " Yes *>in 
and oJI lhi» «tt]i|K)rto(l by frroat wvullh of hU own 
acquisition. If all this had hajipened to me» I &])ould 
have had a couple of fellows wilh lon^ |iok» wulkiiig 
before nic, to knock down every body that stood in the 
way. Consitlcir, if ;dl tins liad Imppened t^i Cil^r or 
Q^iin» they'd have jumped over the moon. — Yet G^n-ick 
speaks to i«" (smiling.) Boswell. " And Garrick 
is a ^'ery good man, a cliarjtable manr Joii^sox. 
*' iHYy a liberal man- He has ^nveu away more money 
than any innn in England. There may bo a litlte 
Tanity mixed : hut he has shewn, that money is not his 
first ol^iect." lioswELL. " Yet Voote umm) to say of 
mm, that he walked mil with an intention to do a 
generous action : but, tuniing the^N^mer '>f a sir«ret, he 
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met with the ghost or a halfiienay, which frightened 
him-" Johnson'. " Why, Sr* that is very true, too ; 
for I never knew a ntan i>f whom it could he said with 
less certainty to-day, what he will do to-iDonx>w, than 
Garrkk : it depend^i so much on hi.i humour at tlic 
time,* Scott. " I am fjlad to hear of his lilicralily- 
H^ hafi been repre^ventod as very wiving," JouNiiorr. 
^ With hid domcittic Kaviiig ^c have nothing to do. I 
remember dnnking tea with him loDg ogo, when Peg 
Woffingtou made it, and he giumblcd at her for making 
it too ^ixfii;^/'' IW had then begun to feci money in 
his purse, and did not know wtten he sJiould have 
enough of it/' 

On tlic subject of wealliij the proj)er use of it, and 
Uie ert'e^ct* oi that art which is raited oeconomyj be 
observed, ** It is wonderful to think how men of very 
lar^ estates not only spend their yearly incomes, but 
are often actually in wont of nioiity. It is dear they 
have not ^-aluc for what they 5|>pnd. I-ond Sbelhume 
tokl ine, that a man of high rank, who louks into \m 
own aBairt, may liave all that he ought to hav(\ all 
that ran lie of any use, or appear with any advantage, 
for five thousand ■ |>ounds a year. Therefore a great 
proportion must go in wosU^ ; and indeeil^ thin is the 
case with most people, whatever tlicir fortune is.*' 
BoswKi.E.. ** I liave no dotilx. Sir, of ibi?. But hov 
is it ? Wliat b waste ? " Johnson. " Why, Sir. break- 
ing bottles, and a thousand other thingr^ Waste cannot 
be accurately totdp though we arc sensible how dostruc^ 
tive it is. Ixonoaiy on the one hand, by wiiich a 
certain income is made to maintain a man gvtitceUyt 



/ When John^Hi (old ihiH liulc aficedott (oSir Jmhtia fteynoliU. 
be ncationcd a drvwniiKancc whkh be ot&ittrd Uhday: — " Wky 
(Mid Carrici) it U a» mi ok UtMiL" 
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and waste on the oUier, by whicht on the same income, 
another man lives shabbilr, cannot lie defined. It is a 
very nice thing; as one man wears hi« coat out much 
sooner than nnothcr, wc cannot tell how." 

Wc talked of war. Jonxsos* '* Every man thinks 
meanly of Itiniitcir fwr not having lictrn a vokHtTf or 
not liavii)^ Ktin at sea." Bo3Weli„ " Lord Manst- 
field dtK-ri not " Johnson. " Sir, if Lord >ratisricld 
were jti n company of General Otikcrs and Admirals 
who have been in service, he v/ould shrink ; he'd wi«h 
to creep under the table " Boswell. ** No ; he'd 
think lie could /ry (hem all." Johnson, " Yes, if he 
could catch tliem : but they'd try him mudi sooner. 
No, Sir; were Socrates and Charles the Twelfth of 
Sweden both present in any company, and Socrates to 
say. * Follow me, and hear a lecture in philosophy ; 
and Charles, laying his hand on liis sword, to say, 
* Follow me, and dethrnne the Cjtar:' a man would 
be aihamed to follow Socrates. Sir* the impi'ession is 
universal: yet it is etrangc. As to tho viiilor, when 
you look down from the quortcr-dcck to the s])acc 
below, you see the ntuko^t extremity of human misery: 
such crowding, Mich fllth, ?mch stench!" Doswell. 
" Yet sailors are happy." Johnson. " Tliey are happy 
as brutes are happy, with a piece of fresh meat^ — with 
the f^rossest sensuality. But ^r, the profe;$;»ion of sol- 
diers and sailors has the dignity of danger. Mankind 
reverence those who have got over fear, which is so 
general a weakness." Scott, •' But is not courage 
mechanical, and to be aa^uired? " Johnson. ** Why 
yes. Sir» in a colleclive sense. Soldiers consider them- 
selves only as j»art of a great machine.^ S(!OTT. 
**We find people fand of being sailors," Johnson. 
** I cannot account for that, any more than I can 
account for other stranj^ perversions of imagination/' 
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Hi« abhorrence of the proression of a sailor wag 
uniformlr Tiolent; but in conversation be always exalted 
the professiou of a soldier. And yet I have, in mj 
lai^e nnci various coUection of hu writingSt u letter to 
an f>injn^nt fneud. in which he t^xprcsflrs himi&elf thus : 
*■ My ^^-son called on me lately. He is weary, and 
rationally %-enry of a military life. If you can place 
him in some other state, 1 think you may inercate \m 
happincu, and secure* hb virtue* A soldier's time i* 
pftncd in dbtrcss and daii^^^ or in idleness and onrup- 
(ioii " Sucfi wm his coul rcfiectiun in }ii» btudy j but 
whenever tie was warmed and animated by the pr&- 
senee of company, he, like other plulosoplieis, whose 
minds are inipi*egnated with poetical faiH^, cau^it the 
common enthusiasm for 5plcndid n»aown. 

He talked of Mr- Charles Fox, ol' whose ahilitie^ he 
thought highly, but observed, that be did not talk much 
at our CiA'U. I have heard Mr, Gibbon remark, '* that 
Mr- Fox couid not l>e ::fraid of Dr. Jobmon; yet he 
certainly was very shy of raying any thing in Dr.JoJiD- 
son':( presence/* Mr- Srott now quoted what was said 
of Alcibiadcft by a (^reek poet, to which Johnson 
assented** 



■ [WixUag to discof«r (lie ancient obsernttHm berc rvfrrred to^ 
I applied to Sir U'iniam Scott on the subjcdt but he bod no tccoI- 
Icciion of ii— My oH and very Icnrncd filenJ. 0r- Michatt Kcamc}-* 
tomtfrly xnbor Ulhm of Trinity CoVfgt, Dablia, and no** Arcb- 
ili!Mct»» uT Kaphoc in JrvtiiKl, lw% bowvrcr, ooMtbappity elacidatcd 
ibU puMUgt. He rdDOfii to cxie that " Mr. U<nwclV« mcnwry naat 
kftf hnv« d^^vtd h'lttk : nnd ihnt Mr. Scott'i obftcrvalkHi miut luve 
been. ihAt - Mr. Pot, ia ihc imUnce mrnlionrd, migbt be comi- 
d^rcd in lh« rcTvrjrr o( PAms. at whom, m Pluiarcb nrlatm in tba 
bifeofAlciliamlcv, Kapolis lKc tragedian baid- i/ u frae Af cm talk» 
tttui^el Ar ii no bfic^rr." 

If thi^diPfcovcry liad be«n made by a tchalisu oa oa lacicni aa-» 
iHoir, wiih whnl ard(>ur nnd ciub<mm pnuic would Bcnilcy or 
T^yior haw *fob»n of h !— Sir WtllUm ScoU, to whonn I ponvaaaU 
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He told nSf ttiat tic liud given Mrs. Montngiie a cata* 
logne of all Daniel Defoe*^ works of imaginfttioii ; most, 
if not all of wliich, a« Vk'eti as of bis other works, he 
DOW ODumerated, allowing- a considerable share of meiit 
to a muD, who> bred a tradesman^ had writt<?n so 
variously Rnd so well. Indeed, hi^ ** RohinHon Crusoe** 
ia enough of tt^lf to entflMish Ui% reputation. 

He expressed great indignation at the iRi|K)«ture of 
the Code-lane Ghost, and n?latcd, with niucli siai^faC' 
tton, bow he had assisted in detecting the c)]cal> and 
had imbliihod an account of it in the ncwspapcr*. 
U|ion thlii subject I incautiously offended him, by press* 
ing him with loo many questions, and he shewed hi? 
displeasure. I apologised, saying that *' 1 a&ked ques- 
tions ill order to be instructed and entertained; I 
repaired eagcHy to the fountain ; but tbut the moment 
be gave me a hint, the moment he put q lock upon the 
woD, I dfsisted/' — '' But, Sir» (^atd he,) that i^ forcing 
one to do a diMgreoable thing ;" and lie continued to 
rate me. " Nay, Sir, (said I,) wlti^n you have put a 
lock upon the well, so that I can no longer drink, do 
not make the fountain of your wit play u]ion ine and 
wet me> ■ 

He sometimes could not bear being tcazcd witli 
questions. I ivus once present wlicn a gentleman asked 
so manVj as» " What did you do, Sir?" " What did 
jou »ay, Sir ? " that he at last grew enraged^ and s^ki, 
" 1 will not be put to the qu&Ufm. Don't you consider. 
Sir, that these are not the manners ofn gentleman ? 1 
will not be baited with iirhat and why ; what is this ? 
what is that ? why u a cow's tail long ? why Is a tox% 

rtied Dr. Ketrftvy's maarit, b perfrcil^ ntisted ihit i\ is rorrect. 
A frir <iih«r oUiernuioiw hATebe«n communtcaied byihe umc gen* 
**«■>»- Gvrry dQ»K-iil rtsder nil! hmcnl tbst Oicy mr€ not inovc 
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tttil iAi-shy?** Sbertgentlcmiia, u- bo was a good deal 
out of cuuDtcnancT, saiilt *' Whj» Sir, you arc so good, 
that I venture lo troulile yo«," Johnsun. ** Sir^ my 
being uygcod is no reason why jou should be so HI" 

Talking of the Justitin hulk at WooUich, in which 
criminals were punished, hy being confined to laboort 
he said, " I do not sec that tfiey arc punished hy this : 
Ihey must have worked equally, had liiey never been 
guilty of stealing. They now only work ; so, after all, 
they have gained : what they stole is clear again to 
Ihem: the confinement is nothing, Rvcry man who 
work« W confined ; the smith to hh shop, the tailor to 
liiK garret," BoswELL. " And I^rd Mansfield to hi» 
Court.'* JoiiKsoN, " Ye*, Sir, You know the notion 
of confinement maybe extended, as in the song * Every 
island is a prison.* There h, in Oodsley'a cullection a 
copy of verses to the authour of thai song." " 

Smith's Latin verse* on Pococke, the great traveller,* 
were mentioned. He repeated some of them, and said 
they were Smiths best verses. 

He talked with an uncommon animation of travelling 
into di^^tant countries; that the mind waft enlarged by 
it, and that an acfjuisition of dignity of character was . 
denved from it- He expressed a particular enthusi- 
asm with respect to visiting the wall of China, I 



« ^1 hare m vain »Annmed DoM^y'n ColUcllon, Tor the ven«a 
here referred lo : nor has the name of the authour bt-en weiert«iii«d. 
T}yt (ong alluded to \}tpM with the words, 

*' Welcomr, welcome, brother dc^Hor^^ 
It eonsBttt of ■«vcrs] ttannct, in one of which it a lud, 1h«t 

" Ertty iftUiid ift « prwoti.*' M^lomb.] 
« [8«illi'B V«R«t are on Edwiint Pococke, th^ grttii OH«liUJ 
Itngnbt : he tmvdied it a true : but Dr. Richard Pocdckf, late 
Bkbap of Ouoty. who publbliH Tr^reb thiou^h the Euc, k 
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catched it for the moment, and ^aid 1 reallj belkved 1 
should go and see the wall of China had 1 not children, 
of whom it was my duty to take care. '* Sir, (^aid he,) 
by doinf^so, you would do what would be of importance 
ia raising your children to eminence- Tliere would be 
a lustre reflected upon them from your spirit atid curi- 
osity. They would Xre at all timos ivgnrdwl «s the rhil- 
drep of n m.in who had gone to view the wall of China, 
lam scriou>, Sip." 

When we had left Afr. Scotfg, he said, " Will you 
go home with me?" " Sir, (»aid I,) it h late; but III 
gu with rmi for three minute*.^ Johnmjx. " Or/oarJ^ 
We went to Mrs- Williams's room, where we found Mr- 
Allen the printer, who was the landlord of his house in 
Bolt-court^ a worthy obli^ng man, and his very old 
acquaintance; and what was exceedingly amusing, 
lliough be was of a very diminutive size, be usedi even 
in Johnson'iE presence, to imitate tlie stately periods 
and slow and 7«oiemu utterance of the great man.^^1 
this evening |}oasted, that although I did not write what 
ia called stenography, or short-hand, in appropriated 
characters devised for the purpose. 1 had a method of 
my own of writing half word^, and leaving out some 
altogether, »o as yet to ke<-p the iuli^taiice and language 
of any discourse whicJi I had heard bo much in view, 
that I could give it very completely *oon after I had 
taken it do^'n. lie defied me, lut he had once dclied 
ail actual short-hand writer ; and he made the experi- 
ment by i-eadiiig slowly and distinctly a part of Robert- 
son's " History of America^" while I endeavoured to 
write it in my way of taking notes. It was found that 
I had it very imperfectly; the conclusion from wliicli 
was, that its excellence was principally owing to a stu- 
died arrangement of woix)^ which could not be varied or 
abridged without an essential i]\iury. 
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thi Sunday, April 1«» 1 found liim at home berore 
dinner; Dr Dodil's poem, entHM '* 'Hiou^hts In 
Prison," was Ivin^' upon his laljk-, Tim appparin^ to 
me an extraordinary effort hy a man who was in NeH'- 
^tc for a capital crime, I u'as dcsimus to hear Johtisnii'sj 
op[iiif>n of it; to my surprise, lie told me he had not 
read n line o( it. I took up the liook and n?ad a pns* 
«agp to him, Jdhnson. " IVetty well, if ynt* are pre- 
viously di^pooetl to lilco them." T rend onaihrr |mftjmg9» 
fritJi which be was l>ettrr ploafcd. He then took tho 
book into hU own hands, and having looked at the 
prayer ui Utc eiid of It, he saidj ** What evidcnct is 
there that this wad composed th<,' ni^ht i>efofv he Mif. 
fti^d? / do not believe it/' He then rvnd uluitd 
where ho pravft tur the Kiiig,''&c. and obsi'rveU, " Sir, 
clo you think that a man^ tlie night iKrroro he is to be 
hanged, cares for the succession of a royal family?— 
Though, he m^y have com|»sod this prayer then. A 
man who has hci?n canting all his4ife, mav cant to the 
la^.^Amt yet, a man who has t>oen refused a pardon 
fifter so mudi petitioning, would hardlj' be praying thus 
ffen-entlr for the Kin^." 

He and I, and Mr*. Williams, went to dine with tho 
Reverend I>r, Percy. Talking of (-kt|d«mtth, JohnMti 
Hid, he was very envionif, 1 deTendetfl h>ni, l>y oltserv- 
ing that he owne<l it frankly upon all occasionB. JaiiN- 
SON. " Sir, j-mi ore enloixnnfj the oluirge. He had «o 
much cnvyj that he could not conocnl It. Ho was ao 
I\jU of it, that he ovcrlloweil He talked of it lo be nire 
often enough. Now, Sir, whnt a man avows, he is not 
aHhuuKnl to think; though many a man thinks t^hat 
lie is ashamed to avow. \Vc are all envious natuntlljr; 
but by chocking envy, we pet the better of it. So we 
are all thieves natnmlly ; a child always tries to get »t 
whftt it wants the neurit way : by good imtiucUo* 
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and good habits tliis is cured, tilt a man has not even 
ao incHnalion to seize what is aiicrthcr's; has no fitnig- 
j^le with htniseir nboiit it/' 

And here I ^hall rrcord a scene of too much heat 
bet\yeeD Dr. Jolm^on and Or. Percr* wliich 1 s]iould 
hnvo ftiipiiressed, iv'ore it not that it gave occasion to 
display the Lnily tmi<)cr and benevolent heart of John* 
son, whOr aa soon as he found a friend ^ n» at all hurt 
by any Ihiog ^hicb he )iad ■* said in his wrulh," was 
not only prompt and dc.-(irous to be rcconcikd, but cx- 
vrtt^i liim^tflf to make simple re[iaralii)it. 

Bookj of Hovels liaving been mentioned, Johnson 
praJH^d Pcnnat^t ven- hii^dy, as he did at Dunvcgan, 
tn the Isle of Sky.^ Dp. Percy knowing: himself to be 
the heir male of the ancient Pcrcte-^/ and having the 
vntfmest and moU dutiful attachment to the noble 
House of Northumberland, ooiild not dt quietly and 
hear a man prai^d, wlio had spoken disrespectfully of 
Alowirk Castle and the Duke'd pWasure-groands^ espe- 

• " Joumilof aTourlolhc Hebritic*," etiit. 3. p 'i21. 

) See this nccuratdy lUicd, and thed^tcent of hit Liuiily ^mu the 
KaHv of North aint>erland dnrly df<luced in itie Itcv. Dr, Nath'i 
dccUoit " HiMrry oi Worcnttfi^htrv,*' vuL ti, y. 918- The Doctor 
htm mbj^inod n nolv, in which h« m^ " Tlw Editor hMh ft«rn, atui 
corcfntly extmtned tb« pr^ofv of all th^ parlKiilaDi sbore^mvciiioneclf 
now in ihe poi^iaion of ihc Rcr«r«nd lliomu Pc^rq-" 

The ^me prooft I liavc also myself carrfuUy examined, and have 
■f«i iome uklitionnt i>roofc whicti hate occnml wince Ihr Doctor^ 
bookim puhlUhed; ami both ■■ % Latvyeroccaitofncd to the coo- 
nidcTBtkOD of erldcnct. Bwl M a GeneiUognL vene4 in the study of 
|Nd!^rc<ii, [ lua full/ ftuti^ficd. t oiuiHit help uUi^fuig, uk a cir- 
cumstAni'e of no xmall momenl* thflt in Iracing the Brfihop of Dro- 
nonTn ^nealegy, MMrtial M «w gb«n by ih» hie R1ira1>^b 
Ducbeatof Noftfaumbedafid, Hdnit 6t thtt dliviriaus Hcwc: n 
lady not only of hi|;k dignity of iptrit, &ucli ^ brotme her noble 
blood, kni of excelhnt undenlaiidiTig and lively talents. Wiih & 
fiur pride I cin tKjant of Ehc honour or her Graced corrcipoDdencCt 
«pH:tine«» of which adorn mr archires. 
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ciallv as he thought nMriinly of his travels. lie thcrc- 
fjore opposed Johnson eagerly. Johnson. ** Pennant 
in what he has said of Alnwick* has iiooc whitt he in- 
tended; he hots made yon %-ery angry." Pekcy, " He 
has said the garden i^ trim, which is r^MTseDting it, 
like a citiswu's parterre, when the truth 13, there is a 
very large extent of fine turf and gravel walks," 
JOHSSON. " According to yonr own account. Sir, 
Pennant » right- It is trim. Here is grass cut close, 
and gravel rolled *imnoth, Is not that trim ? The ex- 
tent i« nothing against that : a mile nmy he ah trim as 
a ^uare yard. Your extent puts me in mind of the 
citizcn'ii cnlarj^ed dinner, two piece? of roast-bcct^ and 
two puddings. There 15 no variety, no mind exerted 
in laying out the gruund, no trees/' Pkhcv. " He 
pretends to ^ve the natural history of Northumberland, 
and yet takes no notice of the immense number of trees 
planted there of late." Johnson, " That, Sir, has 
nothing to ilo with the natural history : that i* civil 
history. A man who gives the natural history of the 
oak, is not to tell how many oaks have been planted in 
this |ik<?e or that. A man who gives the natural his- 
tory of thL' cow, is not to tell how many c*)WJt nre milked 
at Islington. The animal is the same wl»cth*T milked 
in the Pnrk or at Islington/' Percy, ** Pennant 
dt>efi not dc&cribc well; a carrier who goes nlon^ the 
Mde of Luchlamoiid would describe it better.^ JouH- 
SON. " I lhi[ik In: describes very well.*' " Pkkcy, 
•' I travelled after him." ,IonxsoK. *' And /^ travelled 
after him/' PERCY. " But, my good friend, you are 
short-sighted, and do not sec so well as I da" I won- 
dered at Dr, Percy's venturing thus. Dn Johnson said 
notliing at the time; but inflammabhr particles were 
colkctiiig for a cloud to burst. In a little while Dr. 
Percy said sometlii g moi'c in dijL]>aragement of Pen- 
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imnt. Jonxwix, (pointedly,) " TIii« is iIm? rw<^ntment 
of a nantiw mind, becauw he did not find every thing 
in MorthumUrland" Pi;iicv- (fecljiig the stroke,) 
" Sii', you niiiy be tn r«dc n^ yoii jilcasc.'* JoiiNSON. 
" IloM, Sir! Don't talk of rudene^: reitiL'ti]|jLT> Sir, 
you told me, (puffing liard wiUi passion siniggling for 
a vtnl,) I was sliori-siglited, Wc !ih.vc done Mrith dvi- 
lity. We are to l>e as rude as we [Jeftse," Percv- 
*' L'lKin my honour. Sir. I did not mean to be unciviL" 
Johnson* *' I cannot say so, Sir; for I tHd mean to be 
unciTil, thinkinfi pou had been unciTiL" Dr. Percy 
rose, niniptohim. and taking him hy thclinnd, n.'Tsiired 
him aiTectionutt^'Iy that his meaning had been inisunder- 
stocd ; upon which a rw^nriliation instantty took pl&ce. 
JonxsoK. *' My dear Sr, I am willing yoo »hrdl hang 
Prnnnnt." Percy. ** {resuming the former sulyccl,) 
" Pennant complains that the helmet is not huog out 
to Invite to the hall of hoHpitattty. Now I never heard 
that it was a custunt to hang out a /tdmct.^* Jounson. 
" Hang him up, hang him up/* Boj^wkij.. (humonr- 
ing the joke,) " Hang out his skull instead of a helmet, 
and you may drink ale out of it in your hall of Odin, as 
he is your enemy; that itilt be truly ancient. Tficrc 
mil be ' Northern Aaliquities.** Johvson. He's a 
fVhig^ Sir ; a sad dog, (smiling at his own violent ox- 
prcwions, merely for political difference of opinion,) 



* [It certMRly ini« a cfi«locii« sd appears from the following pn«* 
uge ia ?crccfomi. vol. iii, p. 108 :—" fiuoicnt meUre au pliu hiuh 
dr Icur bovlel un ^ait/iiic, to tigfie <jue tous ks genlila hommcfi H 
gtniillo fernma enira^Ktit hardimeot ea leur \\o^U\ comme ca tear 
pioprt," Ac. KnAaniiT.] 

(Tlie ftulhor'i Mccond ion, Mr, JnmCA Bosw^ll, liod noticed tlib 
piMagc in Poroelbrvftt, «od lOg^MlMl to mc tli« Mtmir rcmktk, 

> Ihm iHle of a book bawlatcd by Dr. Perty. 
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But he's the licAt travdUr [ over read; he observe 
more things than any one eUc does." 

I could not hdp thirifciDg titat this was too high 
praUc of a writer who Iraver^eil a widr extent of coun- 
try in ^ucli haste, that he cciild put together only riii't 
fritteivci fi^gmentc of hi* ontij anti oflcrwaidft (irocured 
supplemental intelligence from pai^jchiol minivers, and 
othem ikot the he&t tjualified or mo^ impartiol narrators* 
whoac uuge]R'njU5 pivjudicu Ji^^aiuat Lhehuu»; i>rStu4irt 
glares in inisrepreftentation ; a writer, who at lieat treAts 
iDcrcly of superficial ohjects, and shews no philosophu 
Cul iuvc*«tti;aUuii of dmraclcr and manners, such asj 
Jolin^n lus exhibited lu bis ma^stcfrly ** Journey,'* ovc 
part of the same goound ; and who it should fteern from 
a desire of ]ijt;ratiatiiig himi^rwith the Scoteh, has 
flattered the people of North Hritnin so ironlinatcly 
aj>d with so littlu diticrinuiiutiDii, that tlieju<Ucious and 
candid amongst them, must Im diHgitiLled^ while Ihejr 
vahiu more ihv plain, juM, yd kindly report of JohnKOS* 

Having im]»Artuilly cen-iured Mr. Pcnnaut, a> a Tra- 
veller iu Scotland^ let mu ulh^w him fraiu aiitlioritios 
luuch better thair uiuie, lii^-dcserved praise as an aUIe 
Zoulo^st ; and let iikt uUo iVxnn my own understmidiug 
and leelinp!, acknowledge the merit of hi« " 1k>nih»k/' 
wiiJctt, thou);h said to be not quite ac€LU*ate in some 
particulan, is one of tlie n^obt [4e<Lsiiig toi>ographical 
perfL'rniancosthat n^yer appeared in any lanfjuago, Jlr. 
Pennant, tike )ris emintnrnieD in gencrah has the true 
sptrit of a Gtntlfman. As n |»roof of it, I 5)iall cjuAte 
fmni his *' I-oNdok" the pa»^agf, in whieh he speaks 
of my illustrious friend. " I inu«t hy no niL^ons onii| 
BoM'Couri, the long residence of Doctor SA>rcKi,1 
JonssoN, n man of ihestrongc^tt natoral abilllic^t gre«t 
learning, a most retentive niemorvj of the dec(R'3t and 
most unaffected pieir and uiurality, mingled witli those 
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numcrouj; iveaknc9SM and prejudires which hii Triends 
have kimllr taken tmrv to dnnvfrnm thntr di-end nltode,^ 
I broitcrht on my^'ir lits trarisicnt nnger, Ijy^ obeerving 
that in his tour in Scoiiand, he once had Inn^ nnd w<)0- 
ful experience of onti^ 1>citi^ ihc food of men in Siotiand 
85 they weix: uf hurt's in Engiand, It wa^ n national 
reflection imwnrthy of him, unci I shot my bolt- In 
turn he giive me a tender hu*?- " Cvn amoye h<? abo 
said of rae, '' Tfie dog « a fihtg : '' I admired Uie vir- 
tues of 1-/>rd Rusxelt and pttted liis fall, I should have 
been a Whig: >** Ib^ Revolution, There have Ik^ii pe- 
riods sinre in wliidi I should liat'e l>p^n, what I nov 
am, a moderate Tory, a Kup]mrt<^n\ as lar ns my little 
infla^nre extends ^ ^ u-ell-|vnised luilnnce between the 
crown and people: hut should the ^ale prepoiulrrntA 
ac^iiKi i\w Stilus pttpulif that moment may it Iw said, 

We hod a culm after the slonn, sHaid the evening 
and wjpped, and wrnr pleasant and gay< But Dr- 
Peiry lold ine he wa,^ very iineusy nt what had [iftssed: 
for there was a ^ntteman there who was aci;uiunted 
with the Norlhumberfand family, to whom he hoped 
to have appeared mnrt-- reHpeclahlc, by shewing: bow 
intiniale he wa? with I>. iohmon, and who mig-ht now» 
on the contrary, ^ro away with nn opinion to hisdisad- 
vanta^. He begged I woald mention this to Dr« 
John&oii, «hich I anerwards did. His obseiYatioD 

* Tbifl it the cwantoa ouai njtiuo^t faithfd Biography. IX»» 
th« worthy genilcman mean thai t, vrhi> waH inught dU^riminAlioa 
of rhAncter \yf Jobnwn, fthouI(T )\'A\t omttK^d hU froiUien, and, m 
short, hitre brdavhfd lihn lu itae worthy gmtkinan hms^ t^dnwUnl 
ficoUund ?^fkr9iirKLL. 

? S«t lit. J'>iif<*ow'B " JouoMy Co tha W«acm Manck," p. 2Stf : 
— «re hn Didioran^ nrticlr, oaa.-— «nil By " Voyigc to the Hfr- 
brkt««/ fin* edition,— r^HSf A NT. 

*Mr, Bo«Wfl}'t Jooraolr p. 386,— Poikawt. 
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upon it was, " This comes of stratagem ; had ht told 
mo that he wished to appear to advanlaf^ before that 
gentleman, he should have bi.'cn at the top of the house 
all the time/* He spoke of Or. Percy in lite hand- 
soDie^t manrer. '* Theti, Sir, (said I,) may I I«r' 
allowed to suggest a mode hy whicli you ma}' cfTcctu- 
cdly counteract any unfavourable report of what [)a9.-tcd. 
I vrill write a tetter to you upon the subject of the un- 
lucky contest of that day, and you will be kind enough 
to put in writiDg dis an answer to that letter, wtmt you 
have now ^id^ and ss Lord Percy is to dine with us at 
General Paoli's soon, I will take an opportunity to read 
the correspoudciice in his Lordship's iirescna*-'* This 
friendly scheme was accordingly carried into execution 
without Dn Perc>*« knowledge. Johuson's letter 
placed Dr. Percy's unquestionable merit in the fairest 
point of view; and I contrived thnt Lord Percy should 
hear the correspondence, hy introducing it at General 
PaoIi'», a» an instance of Dr Johnnon*^ kind disjKMition 
tcm-ards one in whom hi<i Lordship was interested. 
Thus ercry unfavourable impression wad obviated that 
could pu9.MbIy have lieen nuide on llio^e hy whom liei 
wished most to he regarded, ^ I breakfasted the day] 
after with him, and informed him of my sdieme, and 
its happy comi>letJon, fur which he thanked me in tiie 
warmest terms, and was highly delightt^d with Dr. 
Johnson's letter in his praise, of which 1 gave him %i 
copy- He said, " I would rather have this than de-' 
g^rees from alt the ITnivci-sities in Euro|te. It will be 
for me, and my children and grand-children" Or. 
Johnson having afterwnn.b asked nie if I had gi^'en hii 
a copy of it, and tK*ing told I ImJ, was oHended. and' 
imiried tliat I should get it back, which I did. As 
however, he did not desire nic to destroy cither Uic 
original or the copy, or forijid me to let U be ^een. I 
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think myself at liberty to apjjly to it his general decla- 
ration to mc concerning his ovm letUrr^. " That he 
did not choosA they should be publi^ed in his life time; 
Iwjt had no objection to their appearing iifttr hh death.** 
I shall therefore imurt this kindly correspondence, hav- 
ing faithfully mtrmtod the circumstanccf accomj>anyingit. 

« TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSOX. 

" «V DEATt SIE, 

'• I BEO leave to address you in Ijehalfof our fi-iend" 
Dr. Percy, who was much hurt by what you said to 
him that day we dined at his house ;'^ when, in the 
course of the di^^pute as to Pennant's merit a:^ a travel- 
ler, you told Percy that, * he bad the resentment of a 
narroH" mind against Pennant, because he did not find 
every thine "^ Nonhumberland/ Percy i* sensible 
that you did not mean to injure him; but lie is vexed to 
think that your lichaviour to him on that occasion may 
be interpreted a** a proof that he 1% de<pi?ied by you, 
which 1 know i^ not the cane^ I have told him, that 
the char^ of being narrow-minded wa^ ooly as to the 
particular point in <)ueslion ; and that he had the merit 
of beiTig a martyr to his nohic family. 

*• Earl Percy is to din<? with tienei'al PaoU next 
Friday ; and I should be sincerely glad to have it in my 
power to satisfy his Lordship how well you think of Dr. 
Percy, who, I find, apprehends thai your gootl o|nnion 
of him may lie of very essential consequence; and who 
assures mc that he has the highest rcsjioct and the 
warmest affection for you. 

" I have only to add, that my suggesting this orca- 
rion for the exercise of your cAtkdour and generosity, is 
altogether unknown to l>r. Peruy, and proceeds ii'Oia 
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my good-will tovrards him, aud my i>€rsuaMoD ihat you 
will be happy to do him an essential kindness. 1 aia» 
more Hud nwre, my dew Sir, 
*^ Your most liEiithful 

" Aud aflcttionate humble sen'aat| 

" JX^%& B08WE1X.." 
'< TO JAMES bOSU'ELL, K&Q. 

" TiiR debate lietwcCB Dr. Percy and me b one 
of those foolish con trove I'sk-ii, w}iich Ife^iu u|>on a qii 
tion of which neither party cures hoiv it is decided, aoJ^ 
which i$t iievcrthcJcsTi, continued to acrimoity, hy the- 
vanity with which even- man resists confutation. Wr. 
Percy's warmth pit>c«^lcd from a cause which, perhaps^ 
does him moit honour than lie could liave derivtti from 
juster critictsnK His abhorrence of Pennant proceeded 
from hid ojiinton that Pennant hud wantonly and inde- 
cently ccnsuivd his patron. Hli ai^ger made him fo- ' 
solve, thnt, for having lieen once wrong, he never sliould^ 
be right. Pennant has much in his nottone that I do 
not like; hut atill f think him a very intelligent tianl 
Icn If Percy is really i^fTendrd, 1 nni 5orr>-; for he imi 
a muTi whom I never knew to oflciid any otic, tic is a 
man very willing: io learn, and very able to teach; « 
mau> out of whfise company I rkever go without having- 
letmed something-. It is mn* thai he vexes me some- 
itmeft hut I am afrai<l it is hy making me feel my own 
ignorance. So much extenMon of miinJ. and »o mudi 
minute accuracy of enquiry, if you survey your whole 
circle of acrpuiintance, rou will find ao scitm-, if}'ou: 
find it nt all, that you will value Percy by ccmpartMn*^ 
tjord Hailee is somewhat like htm: but Lord Hailes 
docs not, perhaps, go l>eyond him in research ; and I do 
no! know that he t^uak him in ckgance. Pcrcy*5 aU 
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teetioD to poetrjr hm given ^race and Bplendour to hi& 
studies of antiquity. A mere aiitu|iiarittn is a nigged 
being. 

" Vpon tbe whole, you see that what t might say in 
sport or petulAncc to him, is vcrf consistcot i^'ith full 
conYicUon of his merit. I am, dear Sir, 

** Yoiir mast, &c, 
•-April 23, I7T8. *' SaM. JohnSON/' 

*' TO THE revehend dr, pehcv, notithitmbkb- 
laK[>*house. 

" DBAA sill, 

** I W'ROTE to Dr- Johnson on the suhject of tlic 
Pcattandatt conirovcrsy; and have i-ecoix-cd from him 
an answer whic!i will deli^jlit yoa, I read it yesterday 
to Dr Robcrtdont at Uic Exhibitton; and at dinner to 
Lord Percy, Cieneral OglLtliorpc, &c, who dinrd with 
us at General Panli*s: vho was also n witnessc to tlie 
lugh itstiwoNy to your honour. 

" General l^aoli desires titc favour of your company 
next Tuc^^day to diniivr, to meet Or, Joluuou. If J 
CBO, I will call oil ygtt to-day. I aiu, with aiiiccrv rt- 
ggfdf your most obedient humble servant, 
* South Aiidley-«ucct. April 25. " JaMKS BOsWELL," ' 

On Monday^ April IH^ I dined ttUIi Johnson at Mr* 
Tjonffton'ft. where were I>r. Portcws, tficn Itj?ihu{i of 
Cliester, now of iHrndoii, and Dr. Stinton. He was itt 
first hi a very silent mood. Before dinner lie sakl no- 
flitep bm *• Pretty baby^ to otie of the children. I-ang- 

■ TbovghlheBiibopof DroiQDrekiQdtyinftwvT«i1 iht lettenvtieb 
I wmic u> hint, relwrc u> Dr. JutiiiMm a vaily hiilorjr ; y^ in JvMke 
to him. I iJaink il projMr (o aitd, that tlic account of the forcgotq^ 
COllvefx^lirni, andtheHubvequertl Irant Act ion, aMrtll at of Hom« oth^r 

tfOOWTMiion* in w)iich he h mcnitoneJ. ha*, bc^n given to ihe ptiMidc 
wiihout prvviouft coomiviiaiilon vrilh hb Lordihip. 
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'ton said ver^- well to me afterwards, tliat li€ could rc- 
|)eatt Dn Johnson's conversation before dinner, &s Jobn- 
son had satd thai he could repeat a complete chapter of 
" The Natural History of Icelaad*"* from Ihe Danish of 
JSorrcboWt the whole of which was exactly thus : 

'* Chap. LXXII. Concerning Snakes, 

" There arc no anftkcs to be met with throughout 
^le whule inland/' 

At dinner we talked of another mode in the iiews- 
fwipers of ^vin^ modem characters in sentences from 
'tlje clasfgck^ and of the passage 

*' Parcuft dcorum cultor. ct infrc^iaeiii^ 
" InMnienltn Hum npirntine 
** ConsuUaa erro, nunc rdrora^m 
" Vela dare, atqu« li«rrar« cur^ut 

»CogorrtUcU»;" 

^bdn^ well applied to Soamc Jenyns ; who, after having 
wandered in the wilds of infiddity, had returned lo xVkt 

XJhristian faith. Mi\ Langton a^ked Johiiiwn as to the 

'propriety of sapkntia c^ntullus. Joh nson. " Though 

*ccnsultu$ was primarily an adjective, like amicus it 
came to he used as a suhstantive. So we have Juris 

-consutins, a consult in law," 

We talked of the styles of diflerent painters, and 

Jiow certainty a connoUsenr could distingvi:jli them. I 
asked, if there wjis as clear a difference of styles in lan- 
guage as in painting} or even as in haud-vvritin;^, so 
that the campositipn of every individual may be distin- 
guished ? Johnson- " Vcs. Those who Iiave a style 

-of eminent excellence, such as Dryilcn and MiJlou, can 
always l>e distinguisliecL" I had no dmibt of this; but 

-T^'hai I warned to kuow was, whether thei"e was really 
a peculiar style to every roan whatever, as there is cer- 
tainly a peculiar hand-writing, a peculiar countenance^ 
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not witlely diOerent u\ luaoy, yd alw*ays enough to be 
distioctive: 

" ^ facio non omntlnin una, 
" Nee divcna tikin<i>." 

The Bishop thought not; and wiid; he suj>]iost'd ihat 
many pieces in Dndsley's collection of i)o<.Mns, though 
all very pretty, liad nothing appmpriated in their siytet 
and in that particular coiild not be at all diitinj^i^hed. 
Johnson. " Wliy, Sir, I think every man whatever 
has a pecnliar style, which may be discovered hy nice 
examination and comparison with otiicre ; but a man 
mnst write a grent deal to mnkc his style obviously dis- 
cernible. A% In^cinnti say, *bi^ appropriation of style 
ia infinite in pf^testate^ limited in actu^' 

Mr. Tophnm Bcnuclcrk came in the evening, and he 
and Dr. Johnson and I staid to supper. It was men- 
tioned that Dr Dodd hnd once wished to be a number 
of the LiTKRARV Club. Johnsox. * I should lie 
vorry if any of our Club were hanged, I will not ^ay 
but some of them deserve iL"^ BEArcLEUK. (suppo- 
sing i\m to be oiiueil at |>ersons for whom he had at 
that time a wonderful fancy, which, however, did not 
but long,) was irrilatctl, and eagcriy said, ** You, Sir, 
have a friend (naming him) who dAervesto l»e hanged; 
for he speaks iKhind their backs agmnst those with 
whom he live* on the Iwst terms, and attacks them in 
iIh* newiupapci"*. He certainly ought to I>c kicked!* 
JoiiNsoX. " Sir. we all do this in some degree; ' Ve- 
nl&m pciimii^ damas^uc vicUsim* To be sutc il majr 
be done so much, that a man may deserve to be kicked-" 
Beauclehe, "He is vciy malignant," Johnmj>\ 
" No, Sir; he is not malignant. He i* mi?*chievou«, 
if you will. I !c would do no man an essential injury ; 

■ Sm acAt Vol. ill, p* lOi. 
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lie may, iii6ced, love lo make ^)Ofi of peopl(> bv vexing 
their vanity. I, liowevcr, once knew an old gmlkinan 
who was absolutely fnaiiffnant. He really n-t^hed evil 
to nthci-s, and rejoirt'd at it." Boswru,. " Tho grn- 
tll^maQ, JVIr Buauclerk, ugaiust whom you nrc so vicv 
leaty b, I know, a man of good priDciples." Bejiu- 
CLi^HK. " Then lic«U>C!V iiut waar tliemoiit in practice/* 

Dr. Johiiw>n, who, its I have observed bcJbre, de- 
Ughlcd in iliscniiiiimlUiii of churuclci* anil having a 
aio&terty kouwled^* of ituinsn nature, was willing to 
take men as they are, imperiectt and with a mixture 
oi' good and Itod qu^ililie^, 1 supjKihc thouf^ht lie had 
said enough in defence of his friend, of whose mertts^ 
notwitlistundinfif \m ^xcoptionahlr pointi^, lie had a Just 
value : and a<lded no moi-c oa tbe subject. 

On Tuesday. April 14, I (lined with him ut Gene- 
taI ()f/h*ihnr|ii:-'s. %vitb Gcn^ml PiitAi and Mr Lnngton. 
General Ogk^thoi-pe declaimed againHt luxury. Joiix- 
fiON. '* I>eiiciul upon it. Sir, cvci-y vtatc oTsocietyisaa 
luxunousasit can be. Men always take the best Ihcy 
can ^et." O^rRTiiuarK. ** Bui tljc Ixst llc|>cnd^ 
mwAi upon ourselvt!>t:*and if we can lie as well satis- 
fied with plain things, we oi^ iu the wroiig to ac* 
ciu^ni our palates to M'hat is hi^hrsensonotland cx]H:n- 
sive. What says Addison in hii ' Cutw,* si^cakin;; of 
the Kunudian ? 

* Coanc wo hU rnvfiU, |K« 1i>frune-<tf th« ehoe^, 
' Amid Iht tunning ftf iFnm he ulakcs h\% thint, 
'ToiKull ilicdnv\ ftjidut CbcappTtacti of niK'^^* 

' On Ihe fint fricntlly hunlt he thmw* him down, 
■ Or n»u hin head upon n roHc llll morn ; 

* And if ihfi 'fotlowhi^ day he chnace to dad 
' A n«vr r«p»(. or Mi unUAled ftpfiit|C, 
' IILcMc^ Lia iUm, unJ ihinlu it Jiuury/ 

Let US have tht:l kind of luxury, Sir, if you wilL" 
Johnson, '* But hold. Sir ; to be merely satisfied, is 
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not enough. It is in reflnetnent and degance that the 
dvilized man clifTtT^ from the, ^vage. A f^-al jiart of 
04jr imtiKtry, and sill nur ingenuily U cxerdiied in pro- 
curing pleasure; and. Sir, a liiinffrv rnnn hns not the 
siunc plua^uie in eating a plain dinner, that a hungry 
iiuin has in eating u luxwiou^ diunon Vou sec I put 
the cost? &irt]r. A hungry man may have an much, 
nrtv, more pk^anure in cntiog n jilain dinner, than a 
luan gro\Mi fa:*tidioii3 has in eating a Insurious dinner. 
Hut I suppose the tnan who deckles hc-tween the twu 
dinners, to be equally a hungry man." 

Tfilkniff of the different povcriinientirf-^onK!*oN. 
" The more coutrafted jiower is, the nwre emUy it is 
destroyed. A gountiy governed hy a desjiol k an in- 
verted coae. (iovtn-uraent there cnnnot be ko firm, as 
when it ri*sta ujioij a In^Kid basiji gmdunlly contracted, 
at the gin'cmntent of Gi<cat Hritain, whieh is founded 
-OD the |Kirliament, then b in the privy-counctJ, then in 
ilie King-" Bo»*vei-l. " Power, when coolractctl into 
the (Kn*oii of a dcs^ixii, may be easily deslroyed, its tfu: 
j>riiiix* iiiay lie cat uff. Su Culigula wi^ed that the 
people of Home luid but one neck, that he might cut 
tJietn off at a blow." Oui.ETUORrE. ** It was of the 
Senate he wished Chat. The Senate by it^t usurpatun 
controuled both the Eniperoin- and the |>eople. And 
don*t ]?ou think thnt we see too much of that in our 
own parliament ? " 

Dr. Jolinion endenroiirijd to trace thcotymolagy of 
Sfaccnroniek vcr*es, which he thought were of Italian 
invention fironi Maecaroni ; but on being informed that 
thiB would infer tliat they were the moat common and 
eUBf vcrM,-«i miiccaroni lieing ibe mo»t ordinary and 
rfinplc food, he was at a lo^s ; for he said, " lie ralhcr 
^ould ha\'c supposed it to import in its primitire sig- 
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nification, a composition of several lliinffs;' Tor Mac- 
caroniok verses ore verses mnde out of a mixture of 
different lanjj^iin^cs, tlint is, of or»e lai^guag^e with the 
terifiiniatiftn of another/' I <iiipp<kse we scarcely know 
of A lang-nage in nny cminiry, wh*'re tlKTt is any learn- 
ing, in which that motley ludicrous species of compo* 
sition tnoy not be found. It is jiarticularly droll iii< 
Low Dutch. The ** Poicmo-middinia " of Dnimmond, 
ot Hawthornden, in wJiith thci-e is a jumUe uf luariy 
lanj^iaj^s moulded, as if it were all io Latin, is well 
known, Mr. Lai)^ton made us laugh heartily at one 
in the Gi-mnn mould, f>y Joshua Barney in which are 
to he found 5ucti oiniical Jn^lo-hcUatism^ as K>.uCC«jc'<» 
tt%vy%it : Uiey vt'ere banged with dubs. 

On Wcdncwiay, April 15^ I dined with I>r. John- 
son at Mr, Dilly's, and was in high spirits, for I had 
been a good part of the morning with Mr. Orme, the 
able and eloquent histonnn of Hindostao, who express- 
ed a gi^flt admiration of Johnson. *^ ! do not cnrc (said 
he,) on what subject Johnson talks ; but I love better 
tu be»r hini talk than any body. He ettlicr gives y»u 
new thoughts or a new colouring. It is a shame ta the 
nation that he has not been more liberally rewarded. 
I lad I been George the Third, and thought as he did 
about Auiertca^ I would have given Johnson tliree hiia* 



- f {Ih* Johnson wn» rij^ht m»ppo»inj|E llut this kind of poetry 
derivnl il^ nnmc from maakercrte. " Ar» isU poeljca K^ys Merbn 
Coccnic, wbofte true niuiii- wju 'Jlico]}hilo Folcng^] itotKupattfr 
An* MACAKosit'^i K macaronii»tt denvntu ; qui mtteanm^ snot 
<|uO(ldain pulmvnlum, fsHna, cuetx buiyro connw^lUMUlu, gtoi- 
■nnt, rude, cl ri>ilic«naia. Ideo hacasokjca oil nbt gfviucdidciitr 
rudiuicm, ct rocABvLASto* d^bct in tc contiserc.'* Worton'* 
Hat. of Kag, Poet, ii* 557, Fokngo'A nauunrd riAfn^ wu Uktn up 
In contcqoeiLce of Ui» litving be^n imtructcd in fais youth by Vjigo 
Coccalo.<— He tlitd U 1544. MalokkJ 
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dred a jcar for his * Taxation no Tyranny/ alon^,*' 
I repeated tliist and Johnson wtts much pleased vitbr 
such iimisc from snch n mnn as Onne. 

At Mr. Dilly's lo*dgy were Mrs, Knawles, the m- 
genious (Quaker lady/ Miss Seward the poetess of 
Lachtii-h), the; Reverend I>r. Mnyo, and the- Rov. Mr_ 
Boreaford, tutor to thir Diikc of Bedford. Before dm— 
ucr Dr. Johnson seized upon Mr- OharW Sheridan'a* 
*' Account of the Inle Ke%'o[ution in Sweden," and' 
Bcemcd to read it ravcnouslyf as if he devoured it^ 
which yvns tu all apjicanuice hi.** uieUiod of stmlying'^ 
*' lie knows how to read helter than any one (^ays Mn* 
Knowles;) he gels at the substance of a hook dii^ectl^r; 
be tears out the heart of it." He kept it wrapt \ip ia 
tlic tablecloth in his lap during the time of dinner, kcmv 
an avidity to have one entertainment in ivadincss, whenr. 
he should have finished aiiotlicr; resembling {if I may 
use so coarse a simile) a do;; who holds a hone in ha 
paw« in reserve, while he eats something else whiclt 
has bei^n thrown to htm. 

The subject of cookery having been very natumllj- 
introduccd at a table where Johnson, who boasted of 
the niccncsa of hia patatc, owned that '' he always found! 
a good dinner," he said " I could write a better boot 
of cookery than has ever yet been written ; it should bff 
a book u|KMi philosophical principles. Pharmnry is nmir 
made much more simple. Cookery may be made so too. 
A prescription which i;* now compounded of five ingft^ 
dients, bad formerly fifty in it. So in cookery, if the- 

* Th, JolniAOn, docnbinff hrr nr^ill^worL in nn^ of hit 1»u«ra io 
Mnu Tlirale. Vol I |X 3^0, utn the lctLm«4 nwd ntti/e t whftb 
Mn. Thmle lu oHstaien, aad oiodc the phnue tnjuHoiu bj wiiliijc 
"yWi/^ pictures/ 

J [Tbc ddct brother of It. B. Sheridan, £tq. He di«d ia 180^. 
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n&lure of tlie ingredients lie well kn<nvnr mudi fewer 
vtUt do. Then, us you caouot nmkc bad meat good^ I 
would tell wimt is the beat bmdier's meat, the best bctrf, 
tlu best pieces; Imw to chotrso young ibwls; the pro- 
per aeasom of diflei'ent vegetables; and tbcti bon* tor] 
roast and boil and com|iound.^ DiLLY. " Mrs. GUsse's , 
' Cookery/ which is the best, waa written by Dr. Hill. 
H»lf tbt t?'adc ' know this/' Johnson. ** Well, Sir. 
Thift sbewii how inurh better the i^ubjecf of cookery 
mfly be Irt^led by a philosophers. I doubt if the book 
lie written by Dr Hill ; for, in Jfr. GIa^9<**s ' Co*»Wery,* 
which i have lookcrd into, :MtU-iictn: and sal-pruin^la 
are s|Kik«;n of as diflVrcnt substance^ h l»erva» sabpni- 
oelU is only ^t*|ictre burnt on ehaixoaJ ; and HiU 
coidd not be ignontnt or this. However, as the grt^at- 
est pirt of siich a lioak is made by transiTiptioni tliia 
mistake may have bixni carele5sly adopted. But you 
shall »ee what a Book of Coukeiy I ?4kall make ; I »haU 
agree with Mr. Dilly for the copy-rigfat/* Mfss Se- 
WAHD. "That would be Hercules with the distaff' 
indeed-*' JoHKSON. " No, Madam. Women can apin 
v^- well; but they eunnot make a good book of 
Cookery." ' ^ 

JonNsoN. " O ! yft. Dilly — ^you mii^t know that 
an English Beuedictinc Monk at Paris has translated 
* The Duke of Berwidc's Mtrrooirs, from the orifriniU 
Fwnch, and has sent them to n>c to sell. 1 olfercd 
tJiem to Slraliaii^ who sent them back with this answer: 
— ^ That the lir^t hook he bad puMLitied was the Duke 
of Berwick's Life, by which he had lost: and he hated 



J At Phywiiins are eallfd tkt ^acnb^ aad CamdkMi at Law 
Ae ProfistKm, the lk>o&j>c)lrrv at Lovidoa in dttomuntod 1^ 
Trtidc^ Joliason ditappnwcil of thc«c dcaoninaiioiu. 

A * [A Ijidy tiA4 lately rcfoic4 iln niunkko, hy miking ibe bcM and 
MOat pii|iut«r UioLof Couktrry, tlutbu ftppr«mi iu our d^y*. C] 
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the name: " — Now 1 boutrsU/ tell jrou, that Straluui 
has refused them ; but 1 aUo honestly tell you, that he 
did it upon no principle* for he never looked into 
tlieni-" DiLLV. "Are they well translated, ^?'' 
Johnson. " Why, Sir. very woU — iti a style very 
current and very dear. I Iiave written to the Benedic- 
tine to give me an arttwer ujKin two points; — What 
evidence i^ tlierc that the letters are authentick ? (for 
if they aix? not authentick, they are nothing ) — And 
how long will it be before the original French is pul^ 
li^hed ? For if the French cdlli^jn is not to appear for « 
cuu£idL'ral}le time, the translation will be aloiost aa 
valuable as an original boolc. Ttiey wiU make tvo 
volumes in octavo ; and J have undertaken to correct 
every sheet as it comes from the press.'' Mr. Dilly 
de^red to A4X them, and said he would send for them. 
He askod Dr. Johnson, if he would write a Preiiiee to 
them. JoHKSON. " No^Sir. The Benedictines were 
very kind to me* and Til do what I undertook to do; 
but I will not mingle my nami: with tliem* I am to 
gain nothing by them. I'll turn them loosie upon the 
worUI, and bt them take their chance.*^^ Dr. AIaVO. 
" Pray, Sir, ai*e GanganelU'e letters authenttck ? ** 
J0US40N. ^ No» Sir. Voltaire put the same f|ue^tioa 
to the editor of them, that I did to Macpbcrson^ 
Wlvre are the originals ? '' 

Mrs. Knowles afTectcd to complain that men had 
mucli more Uberly allowed them than women. Joav- 
wtn. *' Why^ Madam, women hare all the liberty 
tfaey should wish to have. We have all the labour aad 
the danger, und the women all the advantage. We go 
to sea^ wc build houses, we do every thing, in »«hort, to 
pay our court to the women." Mtts, Knowles, « Tim 



*' [TUy w«cc published in 1779 by Mr, CaddU A. C] 
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Doctor reasons verT wittily, but not convincingly. Noft', 
take the iniitAnrc of building; the mason's wife* if she 
is ever seen in liquor, h ruined: the mason may get 
hiDisclP drunk as ofUm as he pleases, with little loss of 
character; nay. may let his wife nnd childrent starve-" 
JonxsoN. ** Madam, you must consider, if the mason 
does get himself Hrunk, and Itt his wife and children 
starve, the parish will oblige him to find security 
for their mointenanco. Wc have different modes of 
restraining evil. Stocks lor the men, a ducking-stool 
for women, and a i>ound for Ix^asts. If we require 
inore i^eHVxtiuii from women than from ounelvesi it ht 
doing tbcm honour- And women hare not the same 
temptations that we have ; they may always live ia 
virtuous company; men must mix in the worW indis- 
criminately. If a woman has no inclination to do what 
is wrong, being secured from it is no restraint to ber. 
I nm at liberty to walk into the Thames ; but if I were 
to try it, my friends would restrain me in 13edhimi and 
I should be oWiged to them." Mks. Knowles- 
** S4ill, Doctor, I cannot hel|i thinking it a hardship 
thai more indulgence is allowed to men than to women. 
It gives a KU]>eriority to men, to which 1 do not »ec h6^^ 
they arc cnlitlcd."* Johnson. " It \a plain, Madam, 
one or otlter must have tbc superiority. As Shakspeare 
say», ' If two men ride on a horse, one must ride 
behind/" IJn.i.v. "I Bupi>ose, Sir, Mrs. Knowlca 
would have them ride in panniers, one on eadi ade." 
JoHSSON< "Then, Sir, the horse would throw them 
both." Mrs- Knowi.es, " Well, 1 hope that in 
another world the sexes will I>e equal." Bos»kli„ 
*' That is U'ing too ambitious, Madam, /f^e might as 
we-U de!iu-e to be etfjual with Uie angels. We shall all. 
I hopp, 1*0 hai>(>y in a futUTo static, but wc must not 
expect to be all happy in the same dcgtre. It is 



JEt«l*6d.] 



Dm. JOHNSON. 



£91 



eoovgh. if ve be happy according to our several capa- 
dties. A worthy carman will get to heaven as well as 
Sir IsJtar Newton, Yet, though equally good, tJiejr 
will not hnvp the «nme H<?grees of hnppirn***." JonK- 
UON. '* Probahiy not/** 

' Upon thu Auhject I had once before sounded him by 
mentioning the late Reverend Mr. Brown* of UtrechtV 
image; that a great and smidl ^hkss, thouf;h cfiually 
full, did not )iold an equal quantity; wlikh he threw 
out to refute David Hume's saying, that a tittle miss^ 
going to dance at a ball, in a fine new dress, was asr 
happy ns a g^reat oratour, aRer harinj; made an eloquent 
and applauded speech. AHer some thought, Johnson 
said/ ** X come over to the parson/' As an instance 
of coincidence of thinking, , Mr. Dilly told me, that 
Dr. King, a late dissenting miuisterin IxmHon, said to 
hini» upon the happiness in a future state of good men 
of diflferent capacitie«, " A pail does not hold so much 
an a tub ; but, if it bo equally full, it has no reason to 
complain. Every Saint in heaven will have as much 
happiness as he can hold,'* Mr* Dilly thought this a 
dear, though a familiar illustration of the phrase, 
•* Ooe star dtffereth from another in bri^hlucs*.'^ 

Dr. Mayu tuiving a^ed Juhn^on'^i upiinon of Soame 
ienynss " View of the luiemal Evidence of the Chris- 
tian Religion ; " — Johnson. " 1 think it a pretty book; 
not very theological indeed ; nnd tlit^re seems to be an 
aScctation of ease and Garcle?isness, as if it were not 
soitiible to his character to I>e very scnou.'t about the 
matter." Boswbll. " He may have intended this ta 
introduce his book the better among genteel people^ 

^ [Sec on thu (fUCAtJon Hi«hop HnJl's Epiallo, Dec. iii. KpUt. 6^ 
*' Of the differvnl dc^rcca of heavenly glory, aad of our mutu&L 
laowledp or tweh other ibove," Malokb.] 

' [3«« vol. U. p,7j irhtnf aho tbb subject is diacuutd. Malovk.] 
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who migbt be unwilliDg to read too grave n trealiae. 
There is a general levitj- in the age. We hare phy* 
ficians nov with bag-wigs; may we not hove niry 
divines, at tea$t somewhat les solema in ibcir at^ar- 
ance than they used to be?" Johnson. " Jen3ms 
might mean as you say/' Bosiveli* " You &bouId 
like hU hook. Mm, Knowlc^, q& it mamtaios, as you 
J'ricftds doj thut cournge is not a Christian virtue-'* 
Mjl£. K.NO\vt.£fl. " Yes* indeed, I Ukc him tlien^ ; 
but I cannot ngrcc with hinst that friendship is aot a 
Christian virtue" Johnson. "Why, Mailain, strictly 
spi-ukiiigt he is ri^ht. AH fnciid^p l& prcfcnijjg the 
iDtenst of a fmiid^ to the neglect, or« pcrbape, against 
the iatercst of othi^r^ ; so that aji old Greek said, ' He 
that has friends has no JrUnd^ Now Christianity 
lecommerids universal benevolence, — to con^der all men 
as our brethren ; wliich is contrary to the virtue of 
iricndsiup, a^ described by the ancient philosophers. 
Surely, Madam, your sect must approve of tliis ; for, 
you call all men /ri&ids.^ Mas. Knowles, ** We 
are commanded to do good to all meu, ' but especially 
to tlunn who are of the household of Fa!th/ " Johh- 
SON. " Well, Madam. Tlie bouAehold of Faith ia 
wide enough,** Mnji, Knowlk*. "^ But, Doctor, our 
Saviour had twelve Apoatlca, yet there Wwt (fitc whom 
be hvtd. John was caUcd ' tbc disciple wlwoi Ji^Ds 
loved/ *~ Johnson, (with eyes sparkling benignantly) 
** Very well, indeed, Madam, You have md very 
well/" BosWELL, " A tine application. Pray, Sr^ 
bad you ever thought of it?" Johnson. **l had not^ 
Sir.' 

Fixjm thii* pleasing suhject, he, I know not how or 
why, made a sudden transiUon to one upon which he 
was ft violent aggressor: for he said, ** \ am willing to 
love all mankind, cJtcept an American:** and his 
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iaflaminabie corruption bursting into horrid fire, he 
" hr^dttlxed out threslenings and slaughter:'* otUing 
them, *■ Rascals— RoWiers^ Pirate* ; " nnclf^xclfliming* 
he'd '* hum n»d dc-^tfiy Ih^^-m." ftltss Seward, looking 
to him with mild but steady astonishuH^iil, said, <* Sir, 
this is an instanoc that we ore always mo§t violeot 
against those wltom wc have injurc^.''^Ue vra& irritated 
«tiU more hr this delicate and keen I'ciimuch ; and 
ruarcd out another tremendous volley, uhicli one might 
Taney eould be heard tycxo's$ the Atlantick. During 
this tem[>e$t 1 sat in great uneasiness, lainentinf^ his 
heat of t*«nper ; till, by degrees, I diverted his atten- 
tion to other topicks, 

Db* Havo, (to I)t< Johnscn.) " Pray, Sir, have you 
lead Edwards, of New England^ on Grace?'' John- 
son- " No, Sir." BoswBLL, " It puzzled me so mudk 
OS to the freedom of tiie human uill, by ^tatin^, witk 
wonderful aaite ingenuity, our being actuated by ft 
series of motives which we cannot resist, that the only 
Klief I hod wa« to foi^t >L'* Mavo. *^ Hut be 
makes the proper distinction between moral and physi* 
cat nccesnty*" Uo5WKLL» *' Alas, Sir, they come 
both to the same thiii^. Vuu may \nr iKniiid a9 hard 
by chains n*hen covered hy leather, as when the inm 
ap[>ear«. The argument for the moral necessity of 
human actions is always, I observe, fortified by sup^ 
posing Qnivcraal prescience to t>e one of the attrilmles 
of the Deity " Jonw&oN, " Y'ou arc surer that you 
are frett than you are of prescience ; you arc surer that 
you can lill up your finger or rot as you please* than 
you nn? of any conclusion froin a d«.Hluctioii of re&.sonil^* 
But let u« conirider a little the olyection from presi^enceL. 
It is certain I am cither to go home to-night or not ; 
that docs not prevent my freedom.** BoswcLt. ** That 
it ta certain you arc either to go home or not, docs not 
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ppevcDt your freedom : because the liberty of choice 
between the two is compatible with that certainty- But 
if crte of iJiese events lie certain rto:v, you have no 
Juiutx power of volition. If it be certain you are to f^o 
home to night, you must ^o home." Johnson- " If I 
sm -wvW Acquainted nUIi a man, I can judge with 
gr^at probabiiily hnw he will act in any case, without 
bis bein^ r<?stmino(l by my jtulgin^. Gon may have 
tbia jirobability increased to certainty" Boswki,(_ 
" When it is increased to ccrtainttf^ freedom ceases* 
because that cnnnot lie certainly foreknown^ which is 
not certain at the tinit- ; but if it t>e certain at the UuiCy 
it is a contradiction in terms to maintain that there can 
be anerwards any contingency deiieadent upon the 
excrctse of \\x\\ or any tbin^ else" Johs'Son, " All 
Wicory is against the freedom of the will ; nil experi- 
ence for it." — I did not push the subject any forlhen I 
was glad in find him so mild in discussing a question of 
the most abitract nature, involved with theological 
tenets, which he generally would not sufter to be ia. 
any flf^grr^e o]»posed.' 

He, 8ti usual, defended luxury : " Vou ctiniiot ?«|>end 
money in luxury without doing good to the poor Nay, 
^u do moi'C goo<I to them by spending it in luxury; 
jou make them exert industry, whereas by giving it, 
3FOU keep them idle. I own, indeed^ there may be moic 
viituc in giving it immediately ia chanty, than in 
spending it in luxury ; though there may be pndc iu 
Uifll loo." Muis Seward asked, if Ibis was not 3Jftn- 
devillcs doctrine of '* private vices publick bciiefits." 

• If nny of my r««dtn arc dixcurbcd by ihU thortiy qumion, I t«g 
leave (0 ncommenJ 14 Ihom loiter 69 <>r Mm>tcH)uiru'K LtUrtt 
Fcrsfin/tex ; antl tbc laie Mr, John rAlmer of hlingitm*. Answer to 
Dr. rrlcftlky'n mccfianical srgumenli for what he absurdly calls 
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JoHNWN, " The fallacy of that book ia, that Man- 
dcvillc dtGnes neither vices nor benefiu. He reckons 
among vices every thing tliat gives pleasure. Hetakes 
the nnrrowcH system of morality, nionafitick morality* 
whidi lioliU iitoa^urc itself to lie n vice, wich a* eating 
salt with our fiUi, becatiKe it makes it eat better ; and 
he rcckoDs wealth as a [>itblick bcnc6t, which is by no 
means always tnie. Plcn^iui'c of itself i5 not a vice. 
Having a garden, which wc all kaow to be pcrfcclly 
innoceat, jj»a ^rent [ileafiure. At the same tune, in this 
»ute of bcnig there are many pleasures vices, wJiich 
ho^'ever are £io intmcdiately agreeable that we can 
hardly abstain from them. The happiness of Heaven 
will be, that pleasure and virtue will be perfectly con- 
sistent M&ndcville put;; the ease of a man who gets 
drunk at an alehouse; atid says it i% u public iK'netit, 
because «o much money is got by it to the publick. 
^ut it mu:st be considered* that all the good gained by 
this, through the gradation of alehou-se-k<^eper, brewei% 
maltster, and farmer^ ja over-baUm^Hl by the t*vil 
cau&cd to the man and his family by his getting drunk. 
This is the way to try wliut is vicious, by ascertaining 
whether more evil than good is produced by it upon 
tile whole, whicli is the case in all vicL'. jt may hap]>'en 
that good is produced by vice, but not as vice ; for 
instattce, a robber may take money from its owner, and 
give it to one who will make a Iwttcr use of il. Here 
U good produced ; but not by the rubbery as robbery, 
but as translation of property. I read Alandeville 
forty, or, I believe, fifly year^ ago. He did not puzzle 
jne ; he opened my views into real life very much. 
No, it is clear that the liap|iine?is of society depends on 
Tirtue, In Sparta, theft H'as aUowed by general con- 
sent; theA, therefore, was there not a crime, but then 
there was no security ; and what a life must they have 
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had, when there wns no seciirilr- Withwit truth there 
must be a dissolution of society. As il is, there is w> 
littlo truth, thnt we are almost afraid to trust to Qur 
ears: Ii»f how should wo be, if falsf*hood were multi- 
jdied ten times! Society is h<^d t/>grthGr by communi- 
eation nnd mformution ; and I remcinbcr this remai-fc 
of Sir Thomas Brown's, 'I>o the devils lie? No; ftr 
then Ilcll could not subsist/" 

Talking of Miss ', a literary lady, lie saiid, " I 

WS3 obli^-d to s[>eak to Mb^ Reynolds, t^) let Ikcr know 
that I desired she would not flatt<T me so much.'* 
Someliody now o!»erved, '* She flutters (larridc." 
Johnson. " She is in the right to flatter Garrick, She 
is in the nglit for two reasons; first, liecause she has 
Ibfr world with her^ who have been prainn^ (iarrict 
these thirty yean; and secondly, because she is lewarded 
for it by Gamck. Why shoidd she flatter me? I can 
do nothing for her- l-et her rarry her praise to a belter 
market, (Then tiirning^to Mrs, Knowlw) You, Mwdam, 
have been flattcnng mc all the evening ; I wish you 
would give Boswell n little now. If you knew his 
merit as well as I do, you would say a grent deal ; he 
is the best trarellinff companion in the world" 

Somebody mentioned the Reverend Mr. Mason's 
prosecution of 3!r. Murray, the bookseller, for having 
inserted in a collection of " Gmy's Poems/' only fifty 
lines^ of which Mr. Ma?on had still tl>e cxcluH^-e pro- 
perty, undei' the statute of Queen Anne : nnd that 
Mr. Mason had persevered, notwithstanding hi^i being 
TWjoesti'd to name his own ti^rms of conii>ensjition.' 
Johnson signified his displeasure at Mr, Mft*on'* con- 
dact \"ery strongly ; but added^ by v-ay of shewing 
that he was not surprized at it- ** Sfason's a Whig/' 

* Sec " A Lecier t« \V. Mason, A. M. from J. Marm)', Book*> 
acUer in LondoD : " ^ edition, p. 90. 
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Mb*- Knowles, (not hearing difltiitctly :) ** What ! a 
Prig, Sir?" Johnson. " Worse^ Madam; b Whig! 
But be ift tiotii \ " 

I pxpr^ft^ a lirtrror »t tKe thniig^ht of AetyXh. MrS. 
Kkowlks, " Kny, thou showld'st not have a horrmir 
for wli«t u the gate of Urc." JoitNSOK. (standing upon 
the hearth rolling about, with a Heri<nid> solemn, ami 
Mmcwhnt ^ooni}" air:) " No rational man can die 
trilhmtt uiirafi)- ap[>a-t»cn^ioii/' Mrs- Knowle*. '■ The 
Scriplurts tell us, * The righteous Rhall h«ve hope iu 
his death/" JofissoN. " Ves^ IMadam; that b, he 
shall not have drsfmir. But» consider, his hope of tat* 
vation must Iw Tounded on the terms on which it is 
promised, that the medmticn of our Saviour sliolt be 
applied to U5,— aamHv, obedience : and where obe- 
dience has failcxl^ then, n* ^upplctory to il, rejientancc. 
But what man can say that hin obedience has lieen such, 
as he would appmve of in another, or even in himself 
upon elOHr examination, or that hU repenlnnre has not 
Iwen such as to roquire being repented of? "So man 
can be mre tliat his obedience and repcntanee will 
obtain salvatton." Mn6> Knowlb^ " But divine intim^ 
tton of acceptance may be made to the houL" John- 
son* " Mudam, it mar; but I should not tliink the 
better of a man who should tell me on his death-tied, he 
was sure of salvation, A man cannot fw sure himsrff 
that he ha?i ilivine intimnlion of aciYptnnce; much k^s 
can be make others sure that he has il." Bosft'EU- 
" 'riiea, Sir, we must lie contented to acknowledge that 
death is a terrible Ihing." Johs:^n, " Yes, Sr. I 
have made ihi apprrierhe^i to a ^liite nhirli run look on 
it im not terrible," Mrs. Knowlks, (seeming toOTJoy a 
pleasiDff serenity in the |KTSua5ion of benignnnt divine 
light:) " Docs not St. Paul say, ' I have fought tbe 
good fight of latth} I have finished mr course ; hence- 
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forth is laid up for me a crown of lire ? * ** Johnson. 
" YeSf ISfadam ; but here was a man inspired, a man 
who had been converted by supernatural interposition/* 
BoHWELL. " In pro5|>cct death is dreadful ; Imt in fact 
we find that i>eople die easy/" Johnmn. ** Why, Sip, 
most people Imve not thought much of the matter, fto 
cannot say much^ and it is supposed they die easy. 
Few believe it certain they are then to die ; and those 
who dOr set thcii)»clve« to bchuvc with resolutton^ as 
B man docs who is going to be hanged:— lie is not 
the K"s» unnilling lo be hanged." Miwi Seward, 
" There U one mode of the (tar of dealJi, which is cer- 
tainly absurd : and that is the dread of annihilation^ 
which \'A only a pleasing sleep uithout a dream." JoiiK 
SON, " It is neither pleasing, nor sleep; it is nothing. 
Now mere existence is so much Ijettcr tliaii nolliing^ 
that one would rather exist even in pain, than not 
exi*t." BoswELL, " If annihibtion l?e nothing, then 
existing in pain is nol a eoniparative stale, bnt is a 
positive evil^ vr\\\c\\ 1 cannot think we should choose* 
I must be allowed to difler here, and it wocild lessen 
the hope of o future »tate founded on the argument, 
that the Supreme Beluga wlio U good as Itc is great, 
will heivaftc]' cum]H*nMtte for our present suScrings in 
this life. I'or if exL«tence, such as we have it heiv. be 
comparatively a good^ we hare no reason to com|)laia, 
though nomoi<c of it sliottid l>e given to u<;. But if 
our only slate of existcacc were in IhU world, then we 
might with some reason complain that we are so diisn- 
tiificd with our enjoyments compared withoui- de*ipes.'^ 
Johnson. " The lady confounds annihilationp which is 
nothing, with the appi'eliension of it, which is dreadful. 
It is tn tJie Apprehcnfiion of it that the horrour of 
annihilation consists " 

Of John Wesley, he said, " He can talk well on »oy 



V 



JExoA. GOO Di. JOHNSON. 

sulyecl," BoswEi,!,, " Pray, Sir» what has lie made 
of kis story of a ghost?" Johnson. '' Why, Sir, he 
beUevcs it; hut not on sufikient authority. He did 
not take time enough tn examine the giri. It was at 
Xewcastl*^ U'hen* the ghost was said to have appeared 
to a y<Hing woman several times, mentioning something 
about the n^ht to an old hnu«;, advmrig applicoUon to 
be made to on attorney, which wa^done; and at the 
same time, raying tlic attorney would do nothing, wluch 
proved to be the fact, ' This (says John) is a proof 
that a ghost knoirs our thought^.' Now (laughing) ft 
is not neoewary to know our thoughts, to tell that an 
attorney will sometimes do nothing. Charles Wesley, 
Vho 15 a more stationaiy man, does not believe the 
story. I am sorry that John did not take more pGin» 
to cn<pjirc into the evidence for it/' Miss SewaUD, 
(with an incredulous smile:) ** What, Sir! about a 
ghost ?'^ Johnson, (wiili solemn vehemence :) " Yes, 
Madam: this U a quejttloii wtiidi, after five thousand 
years, is yet undodded : a question, whether in tl^eo- 
logy or fdiiloAophy, one of the most important that can 
conic before the human understanding." 

Mrs. Knowlc^ mentioned, a^ n proselyte to Quaker- 
Ssm. JIIk* — — — . a young lady well knut^n to Dr. 
Johnson, for whom he had shewn mudi afiectioii ; while 
sbc ever liad^ and Mill retained, a great respect for him. 
Mrs. Knowk's at the samo lime took an opportunity of 
letting him know " that tiie amiable young creature was 
sorry at finding that he was offended at her leaving the 
Church of England, and embracing a simpler faitli ;" 
and. in the gentlest and most persuasive manner, soli- 
citod hi^ kind indulgence for what was sincerely a 
matter of con*denoc- JonNSoN, (frnwaing very an- 
grily,) ** Madam, she is an odious wcncb. She coutd 
nut have any proper conviction that it was her duly to 
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chingc lier rdigion, which is the moA important of all 
nbjects^ and should he studied with M care, and villi 
all the helps we can g*:i. She knv^' no more of the 
Church wiiich she left, and that which she embraced, 
than she did of the difltrciice betwetn the Copemican 
and Piclemaick iiystems." Mrs. Kkowi^ril " She 
had the New T*»«lameirt I)efoi^ her,' Joiinsok* 
" Madam, she could not imdcrstftnd th« Ne^e Tost&- 
mentf the most diiBcult ImoL ia the world, for which 
the idudy of a lite is required." Mb5< Kt<CWLES. " It 
is clear i%» to essontiiiUJ' Johnson*. " Bat not a£ to 
controvcirial points. 'I'he heathens were easily con- 
verted> because tl^ey had nothii^ to give up; but we 
ought not, without veiy strong coti\nciioD indeed^ to 
desert the relipion in which we have been educated. 
That is the ixii^non given you, the rcUgion Id which it 
may be said Pro%-idenee has jdaced you. If you lire 
conscientiously in that religion, you may be saf>?. But 
erpotn' is dangx*rotis indeed, if you eiT when you choose 
a reli^on for yourself.*' Mrs. Kkowles. *' Musi we 
then go by implicit faith ?'' Johnson. «- Uliy, iUdmrnt, i 
the greatest part of our knowledge Is implicit Ailh ; 
and as to religion, have we licard all tliat a disci[]lc of 
Confucius, nil thai a MuhoiucUii^ cmi i^ty for himself?'* 
He then rose again into passion^ and attacked tJie young 
proselyte in the sererest terms of teproach, so that both 
the ladies seemed to he much shocked* ' 

" Mn. KiMwlcn, not siuU^cd wiUi titc fmtie of her oeedW-vrotk* 
Iht "4taik piiitirci," mentioned Ly JohfUbon, in which ah^hiU iiulccd 
dUptajcd mucb dvrterity, nny, *riih the fiwne <if rcaaoning^ hetler 
IhiB wooieii gencrallj do. » I baw fairty ihewB brr lo hiv« doa*. 
aoanuMaied t«iiieaDnloaiieofci>nidemble knstlu wkidt.iAer 
nuoy j^uzn hud rUpcd, *he wrou dvirn tm hamg ftmmd bciwitu 
Or. JohnniQ and her ai thn inlervirw. As I had nat the letst rccot- 
1«cU0D of it, ami did not lind the ^maHcitl inet of it is my /Trcorrf 
tmkdi ftt the linir, 1 cvuU not in cofMi«i?Ticy wHh my im i^K**^ 
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We remained together till it was pretty late. Not- 
withstanding^ occasional ex[Josions of violence, we wen* 
all deli^tted upon the whole viith Johnson- I com- 
pflred him at this time to a warm West*lndian c£^ 
mate, w)ii>re you have n hriglit atin, r^uidc vpgutalion, 
luxuriant fi>lia^, luscious fruits; but where the same 
beat 9ornettni«9 produces thtinder, lightiting, and earth- 
quake^ in a tcrriljlc dc^rci-. 

A{ml I7t being Good-Friday, I waited on Johnson^ 
89 u»iiid. 1 ubservcnl at brcakfa.'^t that although it was 
a part of his abstemious discipline on this tnofit solemn 
fest, to take DO milk in his tea, yet when 31r». Desmou- 
fins inadrerteotly poured it in, he did not reject it, 1 
talked of the stranf^e iadcciHion of mind, and imbecility 
in the common occurrences of lif^, which we may ob- 
•erve in some iNfOpl;. Johnson. " Why, Sir, 1 am in 
ibc habit of gettinf; others to do things for tne." Bo9» 
W£LL. "What, Sir! have you that weakness ?" JoHN- 
HOM- *< Ye^, Sir But I always think afterwards I 
Bbould have done bott^-T for myself.* 

1 told him that at a gcntloman's house where there 
W thought to be such extra vogancc or bad management} 
that be was Uvinj^ much b<-yond hh income, his iadf 
bad objected to Che cutting- of a pickled mango, and 
that 1 had taken an c^iportunity to ask the price of it» 
at>d found it was only two ihillings; so here was a very 
poor saving. Johnson. " Sir, that is the hliinderin(f 



to naihmilcttf, tfM«ft U in mj ivodc. k hv, how«rcr. been pub- 
bhed in •' 111* CentUrosn't ^fagllzi^e* for June 1791- ll ^idly 

rrlaiutolhr prildplMOf th« iMl rnltnl QaaJcrrt; and nodOObf titt 

Imjy ApjicflT^ ro bare gieally the culviutU^ <>/ Dr Johnson in trgs- 
pw«t IS weU m cacprcnna, Ffoav whtit 1 kav« oour sAxled, snd 
(worn tke intcmul eTtdevce of the psprr tisclf, hdv one who afty hare 
riM ciriiBitj to peruM \U will )od^ whcihtr it vib wrong tQ Die to 
reject it, howcTct ntUisg to grstily Mn. KntwLea, 
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ceconomy of a narrow under^taading* It is slopping 
ouc hole in a sieve/' 

1 e^cpressed some inclination to ptiltUsh an account of 
my Travels upon the contineut of Kuropc, for which I 
had a variety of materials collected. Johnson. *^ I da 
not say. Sir, you may not puljlish your travels : but I 
give you my opinion, that you would IciiseEi yourself by 
it. What mn yoii tell of countries 50 w^l known as 
those upon the continent of Kurope, wliich you have 
visited f^ BoswELL. ^ But I cau give an entertaining 
narrative^ wiUi many iucitlents, anecdotes, /«/j- d'e^rit, 
and i-enmiks, so as to make very plt*u^>tfiil reading.'* 
JoHNSo.\. " Why, Sir, most modem travellers in 
EiiTO{)c who have published their travels, have been 
laughed at: I would not have you added to the num- 
ber.' The world is now not contented to be merely 
entertained hy a traveller's narrative; they want to 
learn someUiiug. Now some of my friends asked me, 
why I did not pive some account of my traveU in 
France, The rea^n is plain : intelligent readers had 
fteen more of Franre than I had. V^axi might have liked 
my travels in France, and The Cjlub might have liked 
them : but upon the whole, there would have been 
more ridicule than good prixluced by them." BoawELL. 
" I cannot agree with you, Sir. People would like to 
read what you say of any tiling. Sui>po^ a face has 
been painted by tifiy painters before; stiQ we love to 
we it done hf Sir Joshua" JoHXSON. " True, Sir, 
but Sir Joshtia cannot paint a face when he has not 
time to look on it." Bosmxll. " Sir, a sketch of any 
aort by him is valuable. And» Sir, to talk to you in 

■ 1 belie^^, bowvvrr, I shall follow my own opinioa ; tor tlie wtnUi 
ba« abewD a vrry flattenog portialily Co m}' wriiirgrt, on man^ occa* 
■ion. [Mr. fionrcll Hicniioiu Mvcnd iii(cade«l pi^li<:4Uans la lb» 
nunn«r, none of wbicb ho Urtd to execute. A. C] 
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your own style (raising m j voice, and shaking my head,) 
you should have ^ven us your travels in France. I am 
sure 1 am right, and there's an end onU.** 

I sjkid fo him that it was certainly true, ait my fi^iend 
Dcmpefitcr had olm<crvcd in his letter to mo upon tho 
subject, that a great part of what was in his " Journey 
to the Western Islaixls of Scotland," had been in hb 
mind before he left London. JoiiNifON. " Why yes, 
Sir, the topickswere; and t»ouks of IravcU will be good 
in proportion to what a man has previously in his mind; 
his knowing what to observe; his power of contrasting 
one mode cf life with another. As the Spanish pro- 
rerii flays, * He, who would bring home the weaitlfc of 
the Indies^ must carry the wealth of the Indies with 
him.* So it is in travelling: a man must carry know- 
ledge with him, if lie would bring home knowledge " 
BosWP-i.K. *' The proverb, I Huppose, Sir, means, he 
must carry a large stock with him to trade with." 
Johnson. " Yc», Sir." 

It was a delightful day; ns we walked to St. Clement's 
church, I agnin remarked that Fleet-street was the 
most cheerful scene in the world. " Flect^street (said 
I,) is in ray mind more delightful than Temp<!" 
Joitysos, " Ay, Sir; but let it be compai^ed witli MulL" 

There was a very numerous congregation to-day at 
St. Clenient's church, which Dr Johnson said he ob- 
served with pleajsure. 

And now I am to give a pretty full account of one of 
the most curious incidents in Johnson's life, of which he 
himself has made the following minute on this day : " In 
my fptiim from church, I was accosted by E^lwards, an 
old fcUoiv-collegi.in, who had not seen me since 17^9- 
He knew mc, and asked if I remembered on«^ Ed- 
wards; I did not at firat recollect the name, but gradu- 
ally as we walked alongj recovered it* and tdd him a 
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coDVcrsation that liad poascd at an ale-house between 
lis. My purpOH; i^ tu cuiiUnue our aci|imntancc**^ ^ 

It wuh in Butcher-row tlmt thi^ meeting happened. 
Mr. Edwards, vilio was a decent-looking eldeiiy man in 
grey doUics, and awigof manjr curls, accosted Johnson 
with familiar confidenci:, knowing who he was, ubilc 
Johnsou rvtumed hb salutation with a courteouji for* 
inolity* as to a stranger. But as i^oon as Edwards had 
brought to his recollection their having been at Pern* i 
hroke-College together niuc-and-forty years ago, he 
seemed nmoh plca^J, asked ^vheru he lived, and said 
he Jiliould be ^lad to see him in Bolt-court. Edwards, 
** Ah, Sir! we are old men aow,*" Johnson, (n-bo 
sever liked to think of being old:) '^ Don't let us di5-> 
courage one another." Edwarus. *' Wiiy* I>octor, 
yoxM look stwit aud hearty, I am happy to see yuu 9U ; 
(or the newspapers totd us you were very Ul." JuUN* 
soN, " Ay, Sir, Ihey are always telling lies of us old 
fellows- 

Wishing to be present at more of so singular a con- 
versation as that between two fellow-eollt^ans who 
had lived forty yeai'i in I*ondon without evt^r having 
chanced lo meet, I whiapeail to 3Ir. Edwards Uiat Dr 
Johnson was going home, and that he had better ac- 
oampany him now. So Edwards walked along with 
ti^ I eagerly a^aisting to keep up the converyation. Mr. 
Edwaixl-s infornied Dr- Johnson that he had practised 
long 02 a solicitor in Chancery, but that be now lived 
in the country upon a little faim, about axty ucres^ 
just by Stevenage ia Hertfordshire, and that became to 
Londgn (to Barnard's Inn* No. 6,) generally t?*itx" a 
week. Johnson appearing to be in a reverie, Mr. 
Edwards addressed himself to me, and cxiiatiated on 
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the plt-asure of living in the country. Boswell, 
" T have no notion of this, Sir. ^^^lat you have to 
entertain you* b, I think, exhausted in half an hour" 
Edmards, " What? don't you bvc to have hope 
realia^cd ? I »ec my ffrnss and my corn, and my 
trees growing. Now» for imtanre, I nnri curious to see 
if thi^ frmt has not nip{Mv1 my fniit'trces' JofiXSON, 
(who we did not iniRf^ino was attending:) " Yon findt 
Sr, you have fears as well as hopes," — So well did he 
sec the vhok, when another saw but the half of a 
subject. 

>\'hcn wc got tc* Dr. Johnson s Ium»et and aerc seated 
in his lihrary, the dialogue went on admirably. Ei>* 
H'AlLUs, " Sttj I remember you would not let us say 
prodigious at College. Por evcu then. Sir, (turning to 
inc,) he was dcLkatc in language, and we all ieared 
him,'** JoHKSOK, Ito Edwards:) " From your ha^ng 
practised the law long. Sir, T presume you must be 
rich-" Edwards. ** No, Sir; I got a good deal of 
money; but i had a number of poor relations to whom 
1 gave a great part of it.'' JonxsON. " Sir, you have 
been rich in the most vahiabte senile of the woitL" 
EnwAAihs. " Rat I sh-ill not die rich." Jouv»ok. 
** Nay> Mire, Sir, it is better to live rich than to die 
fficih.'* Edwasds. '^ I wish I hadcontinued at College.'* 
Johnson. ** Why do you wish that, Sir?" Edwauds. 
" Because I tliink I stwiild liavc liad a much easier life 
than mini: has bc^rn. I should have been a parsoiv 
and lutd a good Uving^ like Btoxham and several others, 
and lived comforlably." JOHNsox. " Sir, the life of a 
parson, of a conscientious clergyman, is not easy, I 
liavc always considered a dergymau as the father of a 

* Jotiucii aud |9 3ie Aftcnranb, " Sir, ih^y rcipcctcd me for my 
lil«mturc ; and yet it wiw f>ol grtM bill by compArttoo. Sir, h ^ 
AMxIiig htm Uule rnvntur* th«r« b in the vodd,' 
VOL. III. X 
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lar;g<er ramily than he i* able lo maintain. 1 would 
rattier have Chancery suit« upon my ImncU tliaii the 
cure of soub. No, Sir, I *lo not envy a clcrgyninii's 
life as an ea»r life, iior do I envy the dergyiimn vrho 
tnakcs it nn easy life." — Here tiiking himself up uU of 
a sudden, he exdaimed, "O! Mr. Edwards, Til con- 
vince you that I recollect you. Do you remember otir 
drinking^ together at an alehouse* near Pembroke-gata? 
At that time, you told me of the Eton Ijoy, who, ivhen 
verses on our SAViouit's turning water into wine were 
prescribed as an exercise, brought up a siogle U»c> wtucli 
wk& hiffhly admired: 

* Vidlt ct crubuit lymphtt pudicn Drum;'* 

and I told you of anolhei' fine line in * Camden's Re- 
mains,' an eulogy upon one of our Kinp:, who was suc- 
ceeded by lus son, a prince of espial merit ; 

' Mira cano^ Sol occubuit, nox nulla sectita em; " 

Edwabds. " You arc a philosopher, Dr. Johnson, 
I luivc tiicd too in my time lo be a philosopher ; but^ 
I don't know how, clicerfuliirss was aIway^ breaking 
in," — Mr. Burke, Su' Jushud Reynolds, Mr. Courtena/^ 

» [Thi» line h« frequently tiecn Attributeii (o Dryden. wh^n a 
Khg't ScboLir at U>«tniiMCer. But neither Eton Dor AW^tminsier 
hare in Iruth nny clAim lo tt, the line being borrowed, with i flight 
change, (m Mi. Bindley lias obsen-ed to tae)^ fmin uii Epigram by 
Ttkhard Cnuhavr, which wit^ pubTlshed in hta Epiijrjlmmata Sacra, 
finl printed ftt Cnmbridgt without Ihc auihour'ft nkme, in 1554, 6ro. 
— The original m much more cicguit tliAu the cop^, Ihc water bein^ 
'pcnonificd. nml tht^ wimi on which 1h<^ jH>int of lh« Kpigrnm tarnv, 
being reserved lo the cIosk of the line ; 

" JOAKK. 9. 
*' A^^uu? in vinnm vrn«p. 
*' Untie ruboi' vejitrix et non nan pttrpum lymphia? 

" Quae r^sa xnimniet tarn nova mtitAt aquas ? 
** Numcnj conrit^^, pne^en^ ft^oftciic numcn, 
" Nympha |>udlca DnijM ridit, ct trutftt'i." Maloks.] 
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Mr, Malonc, and, inJcc-d, all the eminent mco to whom 
I have mt-nlioQcd this, have thought it an eftqiiiaitc 
trait of character. The truth is, that philosophy, like 
religion, is too generally supposed to \ic hard and severe, 
at least so grave as to exctudc all gaiety. 

Edwards, " I have l)een twice married. Doctor. 
You, I Mippoje, have nc^'er kaown what it was lo have 
a wifc/' Jouxso:*. " Sir, 1 have kaown what it was 
to have a wife, and (in a solcnin tender faultering tone) 
I have known wliat it was to lose a wife. — It had al- 
most brake mv heart." 

Edwardse. '* How do yo« live, Sir^ For my part, 
J muHt have my regiilar mcol^ and a glass of good wine. 
I find I require it" Jounson. " 1 now drink no 
^inc, Sii'. £a]-ly in life I drank wine : for many ycard^ 
I drank uont^ I thctt fur some years drank a great 
deal." Kdwabus- " Some h(^j»Iieads, 1 warrant you." 
JoHNSuN- " I then had a severe illness, and left it off^ 
and 1 have never hcgnn it again. I never felt any dif- 
ference upon myself from eating one thing ratlier than 
another, nor from one kind of weather rather than ano- 
ther. There are people, I Ijelicve, ivho feel a difference; 
but I am not one of them. And as to regular meals» I 
have fa^ed ironi tlie Sundays dinner to the Tuesday's 
dinner, without any incon^'enience. I beUeve it i^ best 
to eat just as one U Imngry : but a man who is in busi- 
ness, or a man who has a family, muftt tiuve iitated 
meah. I am a straggler. I may leave this tovi*n ard 
go to grand Cairo, without being missed here, or ob- 
served there,'' Edwards. " Don't you cot supper^ 
Sir?" JoHNSOH, " No Sir" Edwards. " For my 
part, now, I consider supper as a turnpike througti 
which one must pais, in order to get to bed/" 

^ Inmnot 4b«)JDte1y«urcbcjt thinwiu mf ovn »i)fr;vAUon, ttiougli 
it k truly b iht chvnder oT Cdmirdft. 

X 2 
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Jounsow. " Y61I ore a lavyer, Mr, Edwards. Lrtr- 
ycra know life practically. A bookish man should 
always have them to converse witli. They have what 
he want?." Edwabi>s. ** i am groivn old ; I am sixty- 
fife." Jows'sos. " I shall lie sixty-eight next Iwrth-daf . 
Come. Sir, drink water, and put in for a hundred." 

Mr, Edwards mentioned a ;rcntlcman who had left 
his whnle fortune to Pembroke College. Johxson. 
^ Wl»ether In leave one's whole fnrUine to a 0»l!e^ he 
right, must depend upon cirrum^tanc^. I wonld leave 
the )Rt£re&t of the fortiiiie I bequeathed to a Collie to 
mj relfitionj or my friends, for their live^. It ij the 
same thing lo a College, whidi is a permanent socjt-ly, 
whether it gets Ihu money now or twenty yeJirs henre ; 
and I would unsh to make my relations or friends fed 
the b:?nefil of it " 

This interview confirmed my opinion of Johnson's 
most humnne and benevolent heart. His cordial and 
iJarid behaviour lo an old follow collegian, a man so 
difienjnt from himself; and his teHiiig him that he 
would go down to hi$ fann and visit him, shewed a 
kindness of disposition rery rare at an advanced age. 
He observed^ " how wondeifnl it was that they had 
both been in London (briy yeai^, withont baring ever 
once met, and both walker* in the street too 1 " Mr. 
Edwards, when going- nwuy, agviin recurred lo liiscon- 
sciousnc^ of scnitity^ and, looking full in Jc^tison'& 
fao;, said to him, " YouJI Qnd m Dr. Young, 
' O my coerah ! remnants of rouwclvc*/ " 
Johnson did not relish this at all ; but shook his head 
with impatience- Edwards walke*! off seemingly higldy 
pleased with the honour of having been thus noticed by 
Dr, Johnson. When he was gone. I said to Johnson, 
T thought htm but a weak man, JoHNSos. ** HTiy. 
yes, Sir. Here is a man who has passed throogh H& 
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without experience: yet I would mther have him wltti 
me than a more sci^ible mnn who will not talk readilf* 
This man is always willing: to say what fac hoA to soy.*" 
Yet Dr, Johnson had himself by no m€an« that willing* 
neM which he praised 30 much, and I think »o justly : 
for who has not felt the iwioful eB'ect of Ihedn-ary void, 
when there is a total silence in a componyi for any 
Icn^h oi'limc; or, which is as bad, or pcrhii]i:( worse, 
whi;ii the convervalioa ia with difiieulcy kept up by u 
perpetual en<jrt ? 

Ji*hnson once observed to me» " Tom Tycr* described 
me the best: * Sir, (said he,) you arc like a ghoiit: 
you never spe-nk till you are spoken to,' " 

The gentleman whom he thus familiarly mcntionodr 
was Mr, Thomas Tyers, son of M r, Jonathan 1 yers^ the 
founder of that excellent place of pubUck amujtenientr 
Vauxhall Gardens, which must ever be an CHtate to its 
prr^irictor, as it Iji peculiarly adapted to the taste of ihe 
Sngli^h nation : there being a mixture of ciirioos itheiv^ 
—gay cKhibitionp — musick, voad and tnslrumonta], 
not too refined for the general ear : — for all which only 
« shilling lA paid;* and, tliough Wt, not Icoit, good 
eating and drinking iur UiO»e who choose to purchase 
that jxgoJc- Afr. Thomas Tycra waa bred to the law i 
but having a Imndsonw fortune, vivacity oftemiK-rt luid 
ecocolricjty of mind, lie cuuld not cuiifnie himself to ihc 
regularity of practice. He therefore ran about the 
world with a pleasant carulesanesf^ amuMng every body 
by tiu desultor)' conversation, lie abounded in ancc- 

f fit *ttinDitr, I7t>ft, ftddiiionAt Mtd «ii>r« exp«ii*iv« ikoioariiaap 
tefa^ hren blmdocod. th« pric« of niltnMtkw vnu raurJ u> \w» 
^sMltiap- I caiuM appfovt of ihis. Tlic conpany ntar b« more 
arlcct; hot a number of tHc hoBCJit vnniinoiiAUy ^n, I fear, ci* 
eluded from sharing in elegant wd mnoceat enlett&mtnefil. An 
Bt'enpt 10 abolrid the one-ihillD^ g*^^^ ^ t^<^ playbOQM tiM bMn 
Tcry profivrly CQUDtcriic(«d* 
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dote, but was not sufficiently attentive to accuracy. I 
therefore cannot venture to avail myself much of a bio- 
graphical sketch of Johnson nhich he published, being 
one among the various ])CTsnns amtiitions at appending 
their rames to that of my illiistrinus friend. That 
sketch iSf however^ an entertaining; little collectisn of 
fraj^cnt^. Those which ho [niblished of Pope and 
Addbon arc of higher merit ; but his fame must chiefly 
rest upon his " Political Conferences" in which he in- 
troduces several eminent pcrsuns ddtveiing their M^nti- 
ments in the way of dialogue, and dncaveni a consider- 
able sliare of learning, various kno^vledge, and di;«cem- 
nient of character. This much may I Iw allowed to 
say of a man who was exceedingly obliging to me* and 
who lived with Dr, Johnson in a* easy a manner as 
ahuost any of bis veiy numerous acquaintance. 

Mr. Edwards had said to me aside, that Pr. Johnson 
should have been of a profession. I rciwated the re- 
mark to Johnson that I might have his nwn thoughts 
oil Ihe subject, Jofi\sox> " Sir, it would have lieen 
better that I had been of a profei^tDn. I ought to have 
been a lawyer/* Boswell- " I do not think, Sir, it 
would have been better, for we should not have had 
tin: English Dictionary,'* Johnson. " But y<iu would 
bfive had Reports." Bosm-ell. "Ay; but there 
would not have lieen another, who could have wTitten 
the Dictionarj-. 1'here have bL'tn many very good 
Judges. Suppose you had been Lord Chancellor ; you 
would have delivered cpinioas with more extent of 
mind, and in a more ornamented manner, than per- 
haps any Chancellor ever did, or ever will do. But, I 
believe, causes have been as judiciously decided as you 
could have done" JoHNsON, "Ye<t Sir. Projierty 
has been an well settled." 

Johnson, however, had n noble ambition floating in 
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his mind, and had» umiouUedly, often speculated on 
the pftssibiiily of hU super-eminent powers being reward- 
ed in this great and liberal country by the highest 
honours of the state. Sir WiUiani Scott informs me, 
thnt- «]»on Ihi.' d^ath of ihc? late Lord Lichfield, who 
was Chancellor of th« Universit}' of Oxford, he said to 
Johnson, " What a pity it is, J^r, dint yoti did not fol- 
low the profession of the hiw. You might have I>een 
Lord Chancellor of Great Britain, and attained to the 
dignity of the peerage ; and now that IIht title of Ijich- 
fieldt your native city, u extinct, you might have had 
it/' JohiTsoa, upon this, seemed much agitated; and, 
in an angry tone, exclaimed, " Why will you \"ex me 
by suggesting this, when it is too lat« ? " 

Bnt he did not repine at the pra^perily of others. 
The late Ur- 'riionius I^-lund told Mr. Courtcnay that 
when Air. I'lttmtiiid Burke shewed John^^n his fine 
house and laod^ near Beaconstield, Johnrcoa coolly satd» 
" Non equidem invidco ; miror magis>' ^ 

* 1 am noi entirely without ftoipioon tHiLt Juhniton may hjtvc Mi 
m little aomcatary tary ; fut no m^n lonrd the jj^ood thing* rt( thift 
life better than he did ; ttt\i\ he couUl not bnl be coiwcioos ihni he 
dcicntd a iiiuc>k largrr «hnrc nf IhcEn* Ihan he ercr bad. I Jtt' 
teupleit in 4 ncw*p«pcr to cotnEnent ijn the Above phwnge in the 
rasnavr of ^Varburfon. who iiiu»l be tt1]<i\.ed to have thrvn uncoev- 
moo inffenuity, ta ftfin^ to uiy aulhour'H text whatert^r mraciing hft 
cbmc it ihoald carry. As this imitation Qmy anius« my TtaAtn, I 
»h4ll here imroflace tl : 

" Ko taylaff of Dt. Jounsow'i hiat been more mutundeimtood 
Ibui hi» a|»|i1yiitg %a Ma, Dl-bki when he Hnii uw him ai liU fine 
pltec at II«jicofi>fi<t4l, AVn e^mitUn iinrii/fv i niiVor mttgit- llieac 
two feffbnU«<l men had been fri^nd^ (m mnny yenrt btfor« Mr. 
Bvrlic enfe«H on h'n forlinrnpninry career. They were bo*h wntrt*. 
both membrn of T>Et LiTcKiitt Ctvn ; when, thert^fore, Dr- JolMt- 
lofi saw 5Ir Burke in a tituation lO much more nplcndtd ihan il^t 
to which he himself hxd iitxiaed, he did notme^n toeipress that ht 
Uiou^bt It a dinproporliofinie proApediy : but while be, o a pliUoea- 
phcr^ aaaerted an ui-mplion frwa ci»y, ivm €^idcm imLUot b« 
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Yci no man had a higher notion of the dignity of 
literature than Jolinson, or was more determin4>d ia 
maintaining iJit rwpcct which he jnstly considered as 
due to it. Of thij, l>e^d€s the general tenor of his con- 
duct in sodetjT, seme characteristical instances may be 
mentioned. 

He told Sr Joshua Reynolds, ihat once when be 
dined in a numerous company of book^^cllcrSt where the 
room, Ijeing small, the bead ofthetaMet at which he 
?iat, was almost oln?ie to the tir<\ he pt^rst^vered in liuf- 
fering a great deal of inconrenience from the heat, 
rather tlum quit his [klace, and let one of them ait 
abov€ him. 

Goldsmith, io his diverting ^mjJidty, complaiac'd ouc 
day, in a mixed a>mjjany, uf Lord Camden. '' I met 
him (jiaid he) at I>ord Clare* house in the country^ and 
he to3k no more notioe of me than if 1 had bccu an 
ordinary man/' The company having laughed liear^ 
tilvt Johnson stood forth in defence of hj$ friend. 
" Nay, Gentlemen, (said he,) Dr. Goldsmith is in the 
right. A nobleman ought to have made up to $uch a 
man 051 Goldsmith; and I think it i» much ngainst I^rd 
Camden tJiat he neglected him/' 

Nor conM he patiently endure to hear* that such 
respect ns he thought due only to higher inte))ectnal 
qualities, should hofccstowedon men of slighter, though 
perhaps mon." amu»ing, talent* I toid him, that 00c 
morning, when I went lo breakfast with Garrick^ who 
was very vain of his tntinificy with LoiU Camd<m, he 
accosted me thus: — *'Pray now, did you — did you 

went on in the words ol the poet, v'irt^r magu j ihetcby aigaifyiog, 
cit^lTtJ1Efctbf vru (KCBtii«d ia admirtn^ wViJW h* wwglail iu»«i gr, 
|icrhap», Ihat, coDsidenag the genrnJ \vi ut inc« of wptricmr abiK- 
IMS, h« wimdcrcd, ibat Fortune, who ia r<prcAcnt^ m hliad, should, 
in thia titttuice, bare been ko juaU*' 
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meet a Uttk bwycr tuniiiig Ihc corner, eh?"— '*No, 
Sir, (said I.) Pray what do you mean by the question ? " 
— ** Why, (replied Garrick, with an a0cct«d indlflTer* 
eocr, yet ns if standing on lip-tor,) I^rd Camden has 
this moment left me. We have h.id a long walk to- 
gether/ JoUNsox. » WelU Sir, Corrick lalkeil vtiy 
properly. Lord Camden was a Utile lawyer to be 
associating so familiarly with a player." 

Sir Jo^iua Uuyjiolds obM^rved^ with great truth, 
tliat Johiisoii coii^idertxl Garrtck to be as it were his 
property, i-lc would allow no man cither to blame or 
to praise Garrick in ht£ presencej without contradict- 
ing him. 

Having (alien into a very serious frame of mind^ in 
which mutual exprc:»sion» of kindness passed between 
us, such as would be thought too vain in me to repeat, 
I talked with regret of the s-id inevitable certainty that 
one of us must survive the other. Johnson. '* Yes, 
Sir, that is an afferting consideration. I remomtier 
Swifl, in otie of hli Uitvnt to Pope, tayfi, * I iitttnd to 
oon>o over, that we may tneet once more ; and when 
iro mutft part, it is what hup(>cna to alt human iMtigif** 
' BoswKiJ.. " Tl*c hope that wc shall sec our departed 
jricnda again must support the miud." JoHN^oN- 
*' Why, yes, SSr-"" BoftwiiLL. "There is a strange 
unwillingness to port with life, ludcpcndent of serious 
Hal's as to futurity. A leverend friend of ours (name- 
ing him) ulk me, that l>e fetU an uneasiness at the 
thoughts of k-aving his house, his study, his books," 
JoHN50N. '^ This is foolbh in ♦««• A man need not 
be uneasy on tliese £7x>uDds: for, a& lie will retain Iila 
coosciuasncss, he niay say witli the philosopher. Omtiia 
mea nu'cam parte." Boswm.. "True, Sir; we may 
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carrj our books in our heads; but still there is some- 
thing painful Jii Uic thought cf leaving for Bver what 
has giTcn us [>lea*uro. I rememl)er, many ye«rs ago^ 
wheD my imagination was warm, and I happened to be 
in a mclflndioly mood, it dbtressed me to think of 
goinif into a state of bdng in which Sh&ks|)earc*5 poeirr 
did not exist. A lady whom I then mudi admired, a 
very atnialilc woman, humoin-ed my fiincjs and rt-Iievcd 
mo by sayings '* Thp first Ihinjj you irill meet in the 
other 4'orld, ^ilt be an elegant copy of Shakf:peare*a 
works presented to you," Dr. Johnson smih^ lit^nig- 
nanUy at tliis, and did not appear to disapprove of the ^^ 

Wc went tu St* Clenicot'ji rlmrrh again in il>c after- ~ 
noon, and then returned and drank tea and coffee in 
5fr$, AVilliams's room; IMr^. Oe^moulins doing the 
honours of the tea-tahle. I oinerred that he would not 
even look at a proof-sheet of his *' Life of Waller" on 
Good-Friday, 

31r. Allen, the printer, brought a Iiook on agri- 
ciittnrc, which was printed, and v9t& soon to l)epub* 
Ijshcd-'^ It was a very strange performanre, the an- 
thour having mixed in it his nun thoughts ii]K>n various 
topicks, along with his remark?; on plowing, sowing, , 
and other farming operations. He tfCemed to be aa^^| 
absurd profane fellow^ and had inlrodu^^ed in his Ixioka 
many sneers at religion, with eijual iguorafirc and con- 
ceil. Dr. Johnson ])ennitted me to ryail !^me pa^-iagcs 
aloud. One was that he resolted to work im Sunday, 
and did wnrk, but he owned he felt some weak cum- 
punction ; and he had this very curious rellection ; — " 1 
was bom in the wilds of Christianity, and the briars 

« < [Tki» ms Uie Ulc Mr. MimhmlU " MiBVin of Agncu1l«n," 
4tD. Mr- M. lired to poblith imny marft importaal mrb on thia 
iriijcd, aail leu ofraurt. tit died nbotsi tiro yean aga ^ CI 
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and thoms Ktill hatig nbout tne." Dr. Johnson coiUd 
tiot hdp latighinj; at this ridiculous image, yet was very 
angry at Ihc fello^v's impiety. " Mowever, (said he,) 
the Reviewers will mfd^e Iiim hang himself/' He, how- 
ever. oli«erv«l, '* that formerly there might liave heen 
a dispen-^tinn ohtAined for v^orking on Sunday in the 
time nf harvest," Inrf<*f^d in ntunl ftl>scr\'ancrs, were 
all iJie mini*ter* of religion what they should Iw, and 
what many of them are, such a power might be wisely 
and safely lodged with the church. 

On Saturday. April J4, I drink tea with him. /^ 
IIe]>niiMxl ihe late Mr. l>uncombt%' of CaottTbury, w» 
a pleasing man. " He used to come to me; I did not 
«?ek much after him. Indeed I never sought mudi 
after any body," Hostkll. ** Lord Orrery, I sup- 
pose." Johnson. " No, Sir; I never went to him but 
when he sent for me.'' Bosmtjj-. ** Richardson ? " 
Johnson, " Ye», Sir: But I sought after George 
Psalmnnazar the most. I used to go and sit with him 
at an alehouse in the city," 

f am happy to mention another instance which I dis- 
covered of hi^ s^ekh/g after a man of merit. Soon 
after the Honourable Daine^ Barrington had published 
his excellent '* (>l>;<ervationK on the Statat4%**^ Johitaon 
waited on that worthy and learned gentleman; and, 
having told him his name, courteously said, " I have 
rca*l your book. Sir, with great pleasure, and wi»h to 
be better knovi'n to you." Tlius began an ac<|unintance, 
which was coutinued with mutual regard as long as 
Johnson lived. 

■ [Willi.in UuDCOOib^. K*q. Xe nurrieil the i\9Xtx oi John 
lloghcv, the pott; AM iht aimhcuT of iwo tm^Ie^ and other in- 
gcnw*!;^ production*", anif ilicil Feb. ^, 1769. ngcd 79. ^f*LO^Is-] 

' [tto. 1766, Tit* worthy auibotir iliri many yvan atfitr John- 
son* March 13, 1800, aged about 7i. Malohk.] 
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Tolking of o recent si-diiiouH «Wlinqucnt» ho siuA^ 
" They ahmilil t»et him in the |rtUoryi that he nmy be 
|iuaUhcil ill a way ih.it would disgrace him." I ob- 
served, thHt the {lillury dvt^ nut alwavs disgrace And 
I mentioned an instance of a i^cntlcman, who 1 tbougbt 
was not dislirjnouivd hy it. Johnson. " Ay, but he 
wv&f Sir. I Ic could not mouth and .strut as he used to 
do, aftrr having been there, Ft^ople are not willing' to 
aek a man to their tables, who has stood in the pillory." 

The gentleman who had dined willi us at Dr. 
Percy':** came in. Johnson attacked the Ammcans 
with intGcnFWrate rchi-mGncc of ahusr. I H»id Hom^ 
thing in their favour; and added, that I was alivnya 
jwrrj', when he talked on that «uhj«ot. Thi*, it mn-ris* 
cxa«jiemted him ; though he aoid nothing at the time. 
The doud wa9 charf;;ed witJi Hulphureoua vapour* 
which was afterwards to burst tn tliundcr.-^We tiUkcd 
of a gentleman who \va» running out his fortune in 
London; and 1 said, " We inu»t get him out of it. 
All his friendii mtut (juurrel w-itJi him, and that v^'iO 
floon drive him avay." JoaxsoN- " Nay, Sir, we'll 
send you to litm. If your company does not drive a 
man out of his house, nothing will." This uas a hor- 
rible shockf for whidi tbera was no visil>lc cause I 
aftervrards asked him. irhy he had said w harsh a thing. 
JoHN.sox, " lli"€au8e. Sir, you nude me angry aliout 
the Americans," Boswbli^ ^* But why did you not 
take your revenge directly?" JotiKfiON. (amiling) 
" BecausCi Sir, 1 bod nothing ready. A man cannot 
strike till lie has his Hca}K)[is.*~ This was acundid and 
pleasant confession. 

He shewed me lo-oight lia drawing-room, Terr gen- 
teelly fitted upj and said, Mrs. Thrale sneered^ whea 
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I utlkcd cfmy haviDf^a5ktd jou and yourladj to lire 
ol my houAc. I was oblt^Td to IcU her. that you wouU 
bcin aj iraiK-ctabte u situatiOD in my house m» in herft. 
Sir, Ihe iii^oleiicc of weultb will crvep uut " Bu&well* 
*' She has a little both oftlic insolence of wealth, and 
the conciit of parts." Johnson, "The insolimce of 
wraith is a wretched thing ; but the conceit of ji&rts has 
some foundation. To Im? surt-, it shouM not be. But 
who id without it?" Boswell. •* Yourself, Sir," 
JoHS'-soN. *' Why, I play no tricks: I lay no tntps." 
BoswELt, '^ No, Sin You are six feet high, auilyou 
only do not stoop.*" 

We talked of the numbcn^ of peoplt* that sometimes 
have composed the hou<i<lif>ld of f^at families. I men- 
tionetl thot ihci-c were n hundred in tho family of the 
pr«^*nt Earl of Eglintounc'a father. Dr. Johnson 
. fleeoiin^ to doubt it, I bc^an to municratc. " Let us 
see* my I-ord and my Lmdy two." Johnson. " Nay. 
Sir, if yoti are to count by twos, you may be long 
enough/' Boswetu " WeEV, but now I add two sons 
and !oven daughters, and a servant for each, that will 
tnake twenty: so we have t)ie litlh pcu't already;" 
Johnson. *' Very true. You jfet at tweuty prrtty 
readily ; but you will not so easily jjei furllier on. Wt 
grow to five feet pretty readily ; but it is not so easy to 
grow to pe\cn,** 

On Siin<iay, April 19, Iwing Easter*day. after the 
solrmniiies of the festival in Sl I^ttiV* Cliiirch, I rUiled 
him, but could not stay to dinner. I expressed a wi«h 
to have the ar^mcnts for Christianity always in readi- 
nea% that my religious faith mij^ht be an fimt and clear 
as any proposition whatever, su tlwit 1 need not be 
nnder the lenst uneasiness, whi^n it i*h».»i?d Ur attacked, 
JoHNsOK, •■ Sir, you cannot answer all objottions. You 
have demonstmtion for a First Cause; you see be muft 
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be^ood fis well as powerlul, because there is noUiing to 
make him nthonvi^e^ aiul goodness of itself u )>i<efer- 
able Yet ym have against this, wtiat h very ctviau\ 
tho unha|)pmcss pf huinnn lili^ Tlib, however, ^lvok ' 
iw rL^OAon to hope for a futui-c stale of compensation, 
that there mny Ijc a i>crfcct aj-itein. But of that we 
weiv not sure. ti]| wc had a pottltire revelation.*' I uM 
him, that his " Kqsm^Ius" hud often made nie utdjsjipy; 
for it represented the misery of human life so well, 
ai>d so conviacini^ly to a thinking mind, that if at 
any time the impression wore off, and 1 felt myself 
easy, I began to susj>ect some delusion- 

On Monday, April 20, I found him at home in 
the tnomin^f. We talked of a gentleman who we ap- 
prehended was gradually involving his circumstances by 
bad management. JoincsON. ** Wasting a fortune i^ 
evaporation by a thousand imperceptible means. If it 
^^re a stream, they'd vtop it. Vou niii«t »peak U) hun. 
It U realty mi^emble. Were he a gamester, it could 
be said he had hopes of winning. Were he a l»mkrupt 
in trade, he might Jiave grown rich ; but lie ha^ iieithei 
sjjint (u apeiid, aor ixsolutloit tu spare. He docs tiul 
spend fast cnouj^h to have pleasure trom it. He has 
the crime of prodigality, and i\b^ nTetchedness of par* 
sitriouy. If a man is killed in a duel, he is killed as 
many a one has heen killed ; hut it is a sad thing for a 
man to lie down and die ; to bleed to death, hecau^ he 
has not fortitude enough to sear the wound, or even to 
stitch it up/ I cannot but [muse a moment to admire 
the fecundity of faiicy, and choio* of language, wliicl* 
in this instance, and, indeed, on almost all occostoirs, 
he displayed- It was well observed by Dn Perry, now 
Btfihop of Diximore, " The conversation of Johnson is 
rtrong and clear, and m^iy be compared to an antique 
atatue, where every vein and muscle is distinct and 
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bold. Ordinary conversation resembles an inferiour 
cast." 

On SoturdAy, April 25, I dined with htm at Sir 
Josliua Reynolds's, witli the learned Dr, iVfiisgrftve/ 
Coun!«rllor I^tland of Ireland, son to the historian* illrs, 
Cholmondelcy. and snme tnorL- hdW. "Tht^ Priycct," 
a new poem, was read to the comi>any by Di", MiifV 
grave. Johnson, " Sir, it has no pow4>r. Were it 
not for the well-known iinmeft with M-hich it is filled, it 
would be nothing : the names carry the poet, not the 
poet the naniea," Muscjravk, *' \ temporary poem 
always culerluins i^.*" Joh^^on. " So doe» mt account 
of the criminals hanged yesterday entertain us- " 

He proceeded; — " Demosthenes Taylor^ as he was 
called, (that is, the Editor of Demosthenes) was the 
most nlent man, the mcn^st statue of a man that I 
have ever ^en. I oncv dimrd in cou)j>any with him, 
and all he said during the whole time was no more than 
Richard. How a man should itay only Richard, it is 
not easy to ima^^ne. But it was thus : Dr, Douglas 
was talking of I>- /achary Grey, and a-vribing to him 
something that was written by Dr Kichard Grey^ So, 
to correct him, Taylor taid. ' Rickartl* " 

Mrs< Cholmondeley, in a high floiv of spirits^ cxhi-. 
bited »omc lively sallies of hyperbolical compliment to 
Johnson, with whom she had been long aa|u&inted, 
and was very easy. He was quidc in catching the 
marma* of the moment, and aitswered her somewhat in 
the style of the hero cf a romance, '* Madam, you crown 
me with unfading laurels.'* 

X happened, I know not how, to say that a pamphlet 
nicant a prose piece. JorixsON. " No, Sin A few 

* [S«aivd Miugnrt, M, I>. Editor of the Fi:uripidc% and ittthour 
of "DMcrutloDM on ihe Grtcinn MylhDlog*. ' &c. pubtuJicd in 
176^1 after h»ikat1i, bj the IcHmcd Mr. Tyrwhrtt. Maiom.J 
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sbccts of poetiy unbound are a pamphlet,^ ofi much i» 
a frM- sliccu of prose." MiTSGBAVt:. " A pamplilet 
nia> be uDderstood to tncan & poclical piece in Wcatmifi- 
stCT'HaU, that is in formal ttin|^a^'; but ia common 
lanpiiat^ it h iiiidcrBlooJ lu oieaii prose," Johnson. 
(ind hciL' was one of the many instances of his know- 
ing clearly and tcUing exactly how a thing i»y) "A 
pamphlet is understood in common langUA^^ to mean 
proGc, only fi-oni thi^, that thei^ is so much more prose 
wrilteo than poetry ; as when we sar u booK\ prose is 
understood for the same reosoo. though a book may as 
^11 he. in poetry as in piosc. We undprstnnd what is 
most geni^ral, and we name wh;it \* le*; fr<'<pieat-'' 

Wc talkeil of a lady's verges on Ireland. Mjb** Rzy- 
VOLD8. " Have you Been them. Sir ?" Johnsox, "Now 
Madam, I have vecn a translation from liordce, ljy one 
of her daughters. She shewed it mc.'* Miss ReX'^ 
HOLDS. " And how was it. Sir? " JonvsoN- '* Why, 
very well for a yuun^ Mi9»*s verses; — that U to an/, 
conijvirt'd with excellence, iiolhirg; but, very wtll^ for 
the person wtio wrute thcni. 1 am vexed at being 
shewn verses in that manner." Miss Rstwoi^s. 
** But if they sliould le good, why uoi gift Ihem 
Jiearty praise?" Johssox. *' \Vhy, Madam, because 
I have not then got the better of my had humour from 
hanngbeen shewn thcin* Vou must consider. Madam; 
before-hand tliey may be had, an wdl a* good. Nobody 
ha^ a right to put another undrr such a difficulty, that 
he muit f^ither hurt tlie pcrwn by toJIing the trutli, or 

< [Dt, JahiMoa U beff pfrfrctljr cfirrrci. ond h mippaned by ihe 
usa^ oi prvcelinf writers. So in Mu^ahum Dclici^e, u colkcuoa 
of poem*, 8tx>, 1656, (ilic imlet a apnkia; of Soetling'* plajr 
cotitled AcLwnA, printed in folio); 

" Tbb ^eat roluminom pjurKtiT may he saut« 

** To be like one, ihAt haih inorc liair than hcacL" BiLaotfE.]^ 
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hurt himself by telling what is not trw." Boswell. 
** A man often shews his n'ritings to people of emi- 
o«DCe> to obtain from tbem, either from thuir good* 
nature^ or from their not being able to tell the truth 
firmly, ft comiiiendQtioi)^ of which he may afterwards 
avail himself." Johnsok, " Very tnie. Sir. l*here- 
forc the mskn, who is aidced by an authour, what he 
thinks of his work, is put to the torture, and is not 
obliged to speak the truth ; 50 tliat what be says b not 
considered as hisi opinion; yet he has said it, and can- 
not retract it; and this aiithour, when mankind are 
hunting him with a cannistcrat hi^ tail, can say, * I 
would not have jiublished> had not Johnson^ or Rey- 
nolds, or ^[usgravc, or some other good Judge com- 
mended the work/ Yet I consider it as a very difficult 
<|uc)lion in conscience, whether one should advise a 
man not to publish a work, if profit be his object ; for 
ttte man may say, * Had it not been for you. I should 
havo had the money.* Now you cannot he iture ; for 
you have only your own opinion, and the puLLick may 
.think very diflerently." SiB Joshua R£\'nold8. ** You 
>niM upon 4uch an occasion have two judgements ; 
hOIBJtf.to the real value of the work, the other as to 
,vli«t tt9y please the general taste at the time/' John- 
'<ON. *' But you can he sure of neither ; and therefore 
I should scmple much to give a suppressive vote. Both 
Goldsmith's a>inedies wore once refused; his 6rst by 
(Warrick, his second by Colman, who was prevailed on 
at last by much solicitation, nay, a kind of force, to 
bring it on. His * Vicar of Wakefield' I myself did 
not think would have hnd mnch success. It was written 
and !^>ltl to a bookseller, before hi < 'Traveller:* but 
published after ; so tittle expectation had the liookseller 
from it. Hod it been sold after the ' Traveller,' he 
voi« III. Y 
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might have lutd twice as much money for it, ttkough 
sixty f^iin^aii vms no Dieflii price. Tlie bookseller had 
the D()vimta<^^ of Gold^nmitli s reputation from * The 
Traveller ' in the sale, though Goldsmith had it not in 
selling the copy,'* Sir Joshua Reynolds, " The 
Be^^r'« Opera aflord^ a i^roof how strangely ]iec^le 
wiU diFer in opinion about a literary performance. 
Burke thinLM it ho? no merit.** Johksos. " It was 
refused by one of the houses; but I should have tlKiught ^ 
H would succeed, not fixtm any great exceUeoce in thaf^| 
wriliii^f but fmiii Uie iiuvelty, und thu general spirit ^^ 
and gaiety or the piece, which faeejis the audience always 
attentive, and dismisses them in good humour/ 

U'e went to ilie drawing-room, whci^ Vi'o^ a consi- 
derable iucrease of company. Several of us got round 
Dr. Johnivcn, and complained tbal he would not give u& 
an exact catalo^c of his works, that there might l>e a 
complete edition. Hesmikd, and evaded ourent 
tics- Tlial he intended to do it, I have no doubt 
faecauae I have heard him say »o : and I have in ray 
pOBMssion an im)>ed«ct li«t, fairly written out, which 
lie entitles liistoria Siudiorum. i once got irom one 
of lii^ fncnibi a list* which tiKrre was pretty ^'ood reason 
to suppose wns accurate, for it was written down lu his 
presence by thb tHeiid, who enumerated each artj<ie 
aloud, and had some of tbem mentioned to liim by 
Mr Levett, in concert with whom it wa^ made out ; 
and Johnson, ivho heard all tliis, did not contradict it* 
But when I shewed a copy of this list to him> and 
mentbncd the evidence for its exactness, he lauded 
and said, ** I was willing to let them go on as they 
plea^d, and never iaterfiered.'' V\^ox\ which I read it; 
to hira, article by artick% and got him positively ti 
own or refuse; and then, having obtained certainty so 
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ioTt i got some other articles confinnwl by him diwcUy, 
and afterwards, from time to time, made additions 
under his sanction. 

His frictid, Kdward Cave, having lieen mention«d» 
he told U3» " Care mcnl to sell t^^n IIiou«^ii»d of * Tlie 
Gentleman's Magaxino;' yet such wag then his luinutc 
attention and iinxioty that the sale eUoidd not suffer 
the smallest decrease, that be ivould nanic a |mrticular 
person who he hc^rd had talked of leaving ofT tlic Ma- 
gazine* and would &ayi * I^et us have something good 
next montli/" 

It was obdcrvod, that avarice was iiih'ercnt in sonK 
dispositions, JuHNsoN- " No man was bom a miser, 
because no man was born to pos!»cssion. Every man 'a 
bom cupidus — desirous of getting ; but not avarus—^ 
desirous of keeping.*' Bo^wKta,. " 1 have hcai'd old 
Mr* Sberidaji mamtaint with much ingenuity, that a 
complete miser is a liappy man; a miser who ^ves 
himwdf whoUy to the one passion of saving.** JoHK- 
aON. " That in flying in the face of all the world, who 
have called sn avaricious man a misert because he is 
miserable- No* Sir^ a man ivbo both spends and saves 
money is the happiest mac, because tic has both enjoy- 
ments," 

The conversation liaving turned on BorhAIots^ he 
quoted^ from one of Xhe-Ana, an exqui&ite instance of 
flattery iu a maid ot~ honour iu France^ who liciag 
■aked by the Queen what o'ckx:k it wa^, answered, 
" What your Majesty pleases,*' He admitted that Mr, 
Burke's classical pun upon Mr. XVilkess being carried 
on Uie shoulders of the mob. 
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to aUoTv- to that extraordinary man the talent of wit,** 
he aUo laii^hrd with approbation at another of his 
playful mnceiLs ; which was, tltat " Horace has in one 
line fpven a descripttcn of a good de^^inible nianour : 

' Est motftf^ in rebut, sunt crrii deniqucj^nrt ; ^ 

that U to say, a vtodus as to the tithes, and certain 

He observed, *' A man cannot with propriety ^jicak 
of himself, except ho relates simple factn; as, * I was 
at Richmond : * ar what depends on measuration ; as, 
* I am six feet high/ He h sure he has been at Rich- 
mond : he is sure he is six feet high : but he cannot be 
sure he is wise, or that he has any other excellence. 
Then, all censure of a man'^i self ia obtique praise. It 
is ID order to shew how much he can spare. It has all 
the invidiousne^H r>f seir^pnii^e, and all the reproach of 
fiiLtchood." BoswELL. '* Sometimes it may proceed 
from a mati*s strong con»dousne?« of lib foutls bring* 
observed. He knows that others would throw biui 
down, and therefore he had better lie down softly of his 
own accord," 



* Sec ihi* qu^-%tifin fii!ly inTc«rigiiterl in the Noiei upon my 
" Journal of a Tour lo llic HeWiilts " edit, 3, p. tlil, ri acf . Aod 
here, n& a lauryer mindful of the mAxim Shwa cuigttc trihuUo, icftn- 
fiot fj:irb«Ar to meniinn, that <he tufditionnl Note beginning; wich " [ 
find since the former edition/* is not mine, but wa» obligingly fur- 
nished by Mr, Miilone, who v&s bo kind ns to superintend the pre3« 
vrhile 1 waa in Scotland, aad the fint pan of the second editloa was 
pnnting. He wovid not aUow me to ascribe it to ft« pro|>er authouc ; 
butr OS it 13 cxquiNltelj acute and elegant, I take ttiia opportunl^i 
without hiA knowledge, to do Uioijuatice* 

' (This, oi both Mr. Uindtey nnd Dr. Kenrncy hftvr ob*erv*d to 
tnc, \% the mutio in " An Enf;uiry into CuvtomaiT EiitAtea and 
T>Dant'« Rights. &c— with some comiderations for rcatnijning 
excessive fncir By Evcrard Fketwood. Vj^- 8vo, I73K But it 
U, probablv, a caerc coincidence. Mr. Burke perhaps never »w 
that pampbJet, MalokS'] 
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On Tuesday, April SB, be vas engii^l to dine at 
G^Mieral Paolt's. where, a% I hare already oUscrred» I 
was Kttit ontertftiiK^ in ele;i[ant hojpitnlily, and with all 
the case and comfort of a home. I cillcd on him. and 
accompanied him in a hackney-coach. Wcsloppod first 
at the hoiton of Ilcdgc-lanc, into which he went to 
leave a letter, " with good iicwa for a poor man in dis* 
tresSj" as he told me. I did not i|uestioii him imrticu- 
larly as 1o this. lie himself often i^esemhlcd Lady 
Bohdgbrokc's lively description of Pope; that "he was 
un politique aux chouxtt atix raxtsr He would say> 
" I dine to-day in Grosvcnor-Bquare ; " this might \ie 
with a Duke; or, perhaps, *' I dine tonlay at the other 
end of the town ; " or, ■■ A gentleman of ffreat eminence 
called on me yesterday/'- — lie loved thus to keep things 
floating ill conjcdnre : Omne ignotum pro magm/ico 
est, 1 l>cUeve I ventui-ed to di^Ajpate the cloud, to 
unveil the mystery, more freely and frequently than 
any of his ftiends. We *tojii>i'<l again nt Wirgman's, 
llje well-known toi/shop^ in St. James's-Strcel, at the 
comer of 8t. JomesVPhtce, to which he had hcca 
directed, but not clearly, for he searched about sionie 
time, and could not find it at first; and said, "To 
direct one only to a corner shop is toying with one*"" I 
siip[>o«ed liir meant this as a play upon the word toy ; it 
was the first time that I knew him stoop to such sport. 
After he had been some lime in the irfiop. he sent for 
me to conic out of the coach* and help him to choose a 
pair of silver buckles, as those he had were too smalt. 
ProhahJy this alteration in dre^ had heen suggested by 
Ifn. Thralc, by n«;soriatirig with whom, his external 
*ppeiirAnee wax much improved. He got better doaths; 
and the dark colour^ from which be never deviated, 
was «iilivened hy metal buttons. His wigs, too> were 
mucli better ; and during llHrir travels in France, lie 



'J2G 



THE LIFE 07 



tiTTS. 



W£s furnished with a Paris*madc wig, of handsome 
Coiistniction. Thi^ clioosiiig of silver buckle:^ wa» a 
Mgociation: ** Sir^ (naid ho,) I will not hare thi* ridi- 
culous larg:e ones now in fashion : and I will give no 
more ihan a guinea for a pair." Such weit the pruici^ 
pies of the bu^inoss; and, after some exatnination he 
wa8 fitted. As wc drove along, I found him in a 
talking humoiifr of which iRvnilcdmvvcif Hoswnrx. 
^ I ivas Uiis momiag in Itidlcy*;^ shop, Sir; and yras 
icidt that the collection called ' Ji^hmoniana* lind sold 
very ninch/' JuHXSiON, '* Yet the ' Journey to the 
Hebrides' has not had a great sale,"*" Boswell, 
"That is strange/' John'soN- " Yes, Sir; for in 
that book I hare told the world a gi'cat deal that they 
did not know before" 

BoswELL. « I drank chocolate. Sir, this morning 
with Mr. Kid ; and, to my no small surprize, found 
him to he a Staffordshire U'hig^ a Ireing which I did 
not Wievo had existed/* Johnson. ** Sir, there are 
raicals in all countj'ies." 1Josiv£LL. ** Kid said, a Tory 
wa« u creature generated l)etwc<!n a non-jiinng parson 
and one's grandmothcn" Johnson. " And I have 
always said, llie first M'liig was the Devil' Boswkll, 
*' He wrlaioly was. Sir- TheDevjlwas imjiatitiit of 

subordination ; he was the first who resbtcd power : 

• 

' Better to rtiKn in Hi^ll, than »err« in Hcnven." 
Ai General Pnoli** were Sir Joshua lleynolds, Mr, 
T-cngton, Marchcse Ghcrardi of Lombardy, and 3Ir. 

' Hcrf Tic rithcm'BK mUlnkcn, or h>d n ilifTcrtrnl notum of aa 
txtenRivi:«fllefrT>ra\vhuUH};en(rAlly cnltrinincd: fyrUit lad i*, ifaut 
four tliouAHiiJ copicx of iUaI ci^^i'UcEit yotk wtrre auld very <|ulcl(1y, 
A new c-diiion htu been prints »iae« hU ilcatb, be(ii(lc« thai m the 
rallrcfion of hl« tvorkfl. 

[Another edition ha» been pnaled sin^^c Mr, Boiwell urgtc ihc 
^ibov«. bc^iJeti repeated editioni in the gcncm] collcclJon of bts 
wotka duFinft the lost twraty ycnnv. MAtOJ^t-] 
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Joho Spottiftvoode the younger, of ^^ttinwoodt-,'^ the 
aolidtor. At this time fears of an invasion vrere cir^ 
culflled; to abviau? which, Mr. Spoltiswootle oIjstTVcd, 
that Mr Fraser the engitieer, who had Lately come from 
Dunkirk. said» that the French had the same fears of 
us. JoflKSOK. " It 13 thu;; that mutual cowardire keeps 
Uh in peace. Were om^ \vi\f of mankind hrnve. ami one 
halfcowardti, tlie bravo would be always beating the 
cowards. Were all brave, they woukt lead a very 
uneasy life; all would be continually ftglitin^; but 
bein^ all cowards, we jjo on rcry well-" 

Wu talked of drinking wine. Johnson. •* I re- 
quire wine, only when I am alone. I have then often 
wished for it, and q|len taken it." Spottiswoode. 
*• What, by way of a companion. Sir?" JoHKSON- 
" To get rid of myself, to send myself away. Wine 
gives great pleasure ; and every jileasure is of itself a 
good. It is a ^ood« unless counterbalanced by evil. A 
man may have a strong reason not to drink w ine ; and 
Diat may lie greater than tlie |i)ca.sure. Wine maki'S a 
man better pleased with himself. I do tint Hay that it 
makes him more pleasing to others. Sometimes it does. 
But tlho ilan^r is, that while a man grows better pleased 
with himMdfj be may be growing lesa plca.^ng to otlifin.^' 



9 In the pbme«1ofy of S<olUnd. 1 atiouJd have uid, *' Mr, John 
vSpoiuswoodc Uie fova^tr. of liol iU-." Johiuon knew that seiuw 
rtlbcwfird very weU, wnl boji tliu» uplniairJ li io bia DicUotukry, 
Ilk — '' ll nlto ngiufi«« 'the idmc;' n*. ^fttMnfinh <if fkai 
K, denoAM A jrem1«ttaa whose >unmne ooil ihe titk ot hi> cMata 
! Ihe Mine," 

' It ii obicrreU In Waller^ Life, la Ihs BiograpMa Briianitkm^ 

Bthcdra&L only mtcr; iMilbat whlJc he saL ia acompwywha 

Fvcrc drinking wine, " he had Uir dcMcrity :o accomnodmr hi* dU- 

rtuunc in Ihe filtch of thdn n* il tnak" If rxcv» In Jrinktn^ be 

pftMBt» lti« rvmofli M Mniicly joM. BqI mvrvly, a faodcnile a>o of 

VrUw gives % gMty of apHU vrkich vtntcr-dfinken know aoU 
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Wine gives a num nothing. It neither gives him 
kuowleds^ nor wil ; It only animates « inao^ and 
enable?! him to bring out what a dn^ad of the com- 
pany has repressed. It only pats in motion wtmt has 
been locked up in frost But this may be good, or it 
may be bad." Spottjswoodk. " So, Sir» wine is a 
key which opens a box ; but this box may be either full 
or empty ? " Johnson. " Nay, Sir, convenfaljori is 
the key : wine its a pick-lock, which foi^ces open the 
box, and injures it. A man should cultivate hi; mind 
so as to have that confidence and readiness without 
wine, which wine ^vcs." Boswell. " The great 
difficulty of resisting wine is fioni bcnevotcticc. For 
instance, a grxHl >M>rtby uitin un}^^ you to tu^te bis 
wine, which he has had twenty years in hk a-'llar/' 
Johnson. ■' Str, all thi^ notion about benevolence 
arises fmm a man's imagining himself to he of more 
importance to others, than be i-eally is. They don't 
care a farthing whether he drinks wine or not." SiR 
Josnt'A Keynolds, " Yes. they do for the time." 
Johnson. " For the time! — If they care this minute, 
ihey for^t it the next. And as for iJie good worthy 
man ; hnw do you know be is good and worthy 2 No 
good and worthy man will insist upon another man*a 
drinking wine. As to the wine twenty years in the 
ccllai', — of ten men, three say this, merely bccnu^e 
they iiui&t ^y soinetliing; ihrt^ are telling a lie, when 
ihey say they hare had the wine twenty years ;— three 
would rather save tJie wine ;^-oneT perhaps, cares* f 
allow it is something to please one's compnny ; and 
people arc alwayn {ileasod with those n^ho ]>artake plea- 
^re with them. Rut after a man has bruugbt himself 
to relinquish the greftt personal pleasure which arises 
from drinking wine^ any other consideration is a triile- 
H^O please others by dnnking wine, in wmetbing only. 
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if there be nothing a^mt it, 1 should* liowever, be 
sorry to offend worthy men : 

*' Cur>l be tlic vvnc, bow vrcTI »a e'er it flnw, 
" TKat lend* la mnk« one rodby mnn my fot" 

BoswELL. " Oursl be the sprhtg, i\w water'* John- 
MiN. '* But let lis consider what a sad thing it would 
be, if we were oWiged to drink or do any thing else 
that may hopiien to be agreeable to the company where 
we are/' Lancton. " By the same rule yow muil join 
with a gong of ciit-pupscs." Johnson, '' Ves, Sir : but 
yet we murt do justice to wine; we must allow it the 
power it pjssesM*^. To make a man pk-asi-d with 
}iimscU', let me tell yon^ h doing a very great thing ; ^ 

' £i patriv mlumiu, si nodi» vircrc cut!-' 

I was at thi:& time niyttelTa waterdrinker, u|>oii trial, 
by Johnson's reconimendation. Jotist^ON* "Boswell is 
a bolder combatant than Sir Jodma ; he argues for wine 
without the help of wine: but Sir Jo&hua with it," 
StK Joshua Revnolhs. "* But to please one's company 
is a strong motived Johsson. (who, from dnnktng 
only wBlcr. siipjioscd crvcry body wlm drank wine to be 
elevated,) " I won*t argue any more with you, Sir. 
You arc too for gone." Sir Joshva. " I should have 
thought so indeed. Sir, had I made such a speech as 
yuu havu now donr/' Johnson, (drawing himself in^ 
ami, I really thought blusliing.) ^ Xay, don't be angry. 
I did not mean to offeml you/* Sir Joshua. ** At 
first the ta>te of wim.* was di8agTX!t*ahlc to me; but I 
brought myself to drink it, that 1 might tie tike other 
people. TIh: pleasure of drinking wine is so connected 
with pleasing your company, that altogctJTcr there is 
•Mmething of social goodness in it.'* Jousson. ** Sir» 
tliis is only saying, the same thing orer again," Sir 
JoHHiJA. '* No, this is new." Johnson. " Yoii put it 
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in new words, biit it \» an ol<l thotiglit. ThUia one of 
tlie (lUatlvaiita^^ of winc^ it makes a mau mistakie 
worth fur UioughU " Bo^w^ll. " I tliink it in a tie^v 
thought; at leasts it b in a atw attiittde^ JoQNaov 
^ Nay^ Sir, it is only in a new coat; or an old coi 
with a new faciag. (Then laughing hearlilj) It L* the 
old d<^ in the new doublpt. — An cxtraoniinary instance. 
howerer, may occur where a mans jiatron will da 
nothing for him, unless he will drink : there may be a 
good reason for drinking." 

I mentioned a nt>hlriiiftn, who I lu'lii^ved was rvally 
uneasy, ifhis comjMnjy would not drink hard. JoHK- 
SOH. *' That i« from having had people about hioi 
wliom he hos been accustomed to command." Bos- 
wtLu ** Supposing I should be Utc-i-titc with hioi at 
table-'* JuiiN»uN, " Sir, there is no more reason for 
your drinking with Am, than his Iwing sober with yo«, 
BosWELL, " Why, that is true; tor it woukl do him 
less hurt to be scber^ tlian tt would do mc to get drunk/' 
JoBKsoy, *' Yea, Sir; and from tthat 1 hare heanl of 
him, one would not wish to ^crifiee himself to such a 
man. If he must always have somebody tu drink with 
him. he should buy a slave, and tlicn he would be sure 
to have it. Tliey who «uhmit lo drink lu ancth^r 
plea»fs, make thenwelves bis stares." Bovweli.. " But, 
Sir, you will surely make ollowunoc for the duty of 
hospitality. A guotlenian who loves drinking, tomes 
to vLsit me."* JaHNt>ON. " Sir, a man knows wbum he 
visits ; he comes to the table of a sober man." Bt»- 
WELL, " But, Sir, you ami I should not ha^-e been $o 
well received in the Highlands and Hebrides; ii^ I had 
not drunt with our worthy friends. Hod I drunk 
water <flily as you did, they would not have I»ecn so 
cordial." Johnson. " Sir William Temple mentions, 
that in his travels ihrougti tJi£ Netherlands he hod two 
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or three genUcfnen with liim ; quA when a bumper was 
n<?ccssflry, he |)iit it on them. Were I to travt-l apMn 
through the islands, I would h«ve Sir Joshua with me 
toiake the liuin|»ers/' Boswell, "But, Sir, k-t me 
pnt a oise. Stip[io<ie Sir JrMhiia i^hnuld Inke a jntmt 
into Scotland ; he does me the honour to pay mc n visit 
at my lioiifie in the country ; 1 am overjoyed at seeing 
hiin 1 wc arc quite hy oui-4Bclvcd ; shall ! uniiodiiUly nnd 
churitHliIy let liini sit drinking by himself? Ko» no, 
my dear Sir Joc»huat you shall not be treated so, ] xriit 
take n bottle with you-" 

The celebrated Mra. Kudd being racntioood, John- 
son, " Fifteen years ago I should have gone to sec ber." 
Spottismoodi;. •* Becousc she was fifteen years 
younger?*' Johksok., " No, Sir; but now they have 
a trick of putting ever)" thing: into the iiew*-[«ipers." 

He Iwffged of General Paoli to repeat one of the in- 
Irwlnctory stnnzas of tlie first book oF Tasso'» " Jera- 
sftlem/' whirli he did, and then JohnM>n found fault 
with the uDiile of swei-tening the edges ol' o eup for a 
child, being transferred from Lucretius into an opicfc 
poem. ITie Oeneral Miid he tliil not tmo^ne Homcr'a 
poctrj' was so ancient as is supposed, brc-nuse he as- 
cribe* to a Grcvk colony circumstances of rcliucmcat 
not found in Greece it^'lf at u later period* when 
Thueydides wrote. Johmsok. **I recollect but one 
peasage quoted by Thucydides rrom Homer, whicJi is 
not to I»e found in our copies of I lomer's works ; I am 
for the antiquity of Home», and think that a Gixrcian 
colony by bring nearer Persia might be more refined 
than the mother country " 

f>ti Wednesday, April 29, I dined with him at Mr. 
Allan RamuyV where were fxird Binning, Dr Ro-> 
bcrtaon the historian, Sir JiMthua Reynold^ and the 
Hommmble Mn. Boscawcn, widow of the Admiral^ 
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and raollwr of the present Viscount Falmouth; of 
whofn, ir it be not presumptuous in mc to pmise her, 
I would say, that Iicr manners are the most aRrecalilc, 
and her convei-sation the? l^est, of any lady with whom 
I ever had the happiness to he acquainted. Before 
Johnson came wo talked a fcood deal of him. Ramsay 
said, he had always found him a very polite man, and 
that he tiratcd him with great respect, which he did 
very sincerely. I said, I worshipped him. KonKKT- 
■fON. ** But some of you spoil him : you should not 
worship him ; you should woi'ship no mnti/' Ho«v%'Eu.. 
'* I cdnnot help worshipping him, he is so much *upe- 
riour to otlicr men/* UfJBtKTSOX. " In critictsin, and 
in wit and conversation, he is no dotiht very excellent; 
but ill other respects he is not above other men ; he will 
believe any thing, and will ^trc^iuously defend the mo&t 
Djinutc circumstance connected with the Church of 
England/' Boswell. " Believe mc» Doctor, you are 
much mistaken as to this ; for when yon talk with him 
calmly in private, he is very liberal in his way of think- 
ing," RoftKRT.soN. '* He and I have heen alwayi; very 
gracious; the first time 1 met him was one evening at 
Strahan*^, when he had just had an unlucky alter- 
catian with Adam Smith, to whom he had been dO 
rutigh, that Strahait* afler Smith was gone, had r^ 
moiistraled with him, and told him thai I was coming 
soon, and that he was uneaw to think that he might 
behave in the same manner lo me" * No, no, Sir, 
(•aid Juhnson] I warrant ytm Robertson and 1 shall do 
very well/ Accordingly he was gentle and good hu- 
moured and courteous with me, the whole evening; 
and he has been so upon evei-j* occasion that we have 
met since. I have oUen said, (laughing) tliat I have 
been in a great meantJre indehted to Smith for my good 
reception." BosavelL, ''His power of roaioning is 



&M, 69.] 



Da. JOHNSON. 



333 



very strong, and ho has a peculiar art of drawing cha- 
nicters. vhich is a» rare as good portrait painting." 
Sni Joshua Uevkolds. " He is undoubtedly ad- 
nuralile in this: but, iu order to mark t}ic ctutradere 
which he dmws, he overcharges them, and ^^es peo- 
ple more than they really have, whether of good or 
had.- 

No Conner did he, of whom we had l)eeii thus talking 
so cattily, arrivd^ than we ircre all as quiet oh n school 
upon the entrance of the head-master ; and were vcrf 
sioon »at down to a tabic covered with such variety of 
good thif]^, as contributed not a little to dispose htm 
to be pleased. 

Ramsav* " I am old caough to have been a con* 
temporary of Fope, I lis poetry was highly admired in 
\m life'time, more a great deal than after his death," 
Johnson. *' Sir, it has not been less admired Mnce his 
death; no authount ever hod so much fame in their 
own life-time as Pope and Voltaire ; and Pope's [>oetry 
haji beni a« much admired since his death as during his 
life : it has only not been as much talked of, hut that U 
owing to its being now mare distant, and people having 
other writirgs to talk of. Virgil is lew talke<l of than 
Po|ke, and Homer is ten talked of than Virgil; but 
they arc not le« admired. We must read what the 
vorld reads at the moment It bus been mainlainod 
tliat this superfetation^ this teeming of the press in 
modem times is prejudicial to good literature, l>ccause 
It obliges us to read so much of uhat is of inferiour 
bvaluCt in order to be in the fashion ; so that better 
tirorks are neglected for want of time, because a man 
have more gratiiicfttioD of his vanity in eonrer- 
[sation. from having read modem books, ttian from 
having read the lie^i works of antiquity. Rut itjnust 
be considered, that we have now more knowledge gen* 
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craUy ililTuAetl ; all om- Udies read now, which is a great 
extcfisioii. Alodcro writers arc tho moone of literature; 
they shine with reflected light, with liglit horrowed 
irom the auciciitti. Oi^eece appears to tne to he the^ 
fountjun of knowledge; Rome of elegance." Ramsav. 
** I suppose Homers * Iliad ' to he a collection of pieces 
which had t>ccn written hefore his time. I ^shoutd tike 
to see a translation of it in (wetical prose* like the l)ook 
of Ruth or Job/' RoBERTfiON. ** Would you. Or. 
JohnsoHp who arc' master of tho English Unguagc, but 
try your hand upon a pert of it.*' JoiixgoK. " Sir, 
^ou would not read it without the plcodurc of ver«e." ^ 

Wc talked of antiquariftn researches. Johsqq2<. "AH 
tluit i> really known of the ancieut state uf Britain is 
contained lu a few pages. We can knon' no more than 
-wbat the okl writers have told us ; yet what large books 
have we upon it, the whole d' wbich^ excepting such 
parts as are taken from those old writers, is all a dream, 
such Bs Whilaker's ' Manchester/ 1 have heard lien- 
ly's ' History of Britain' well spoken of; I am told it 
IB carried on in separate divisions* as the civiU the mili- 
tar7> the reli^^ous hi(Stor>' ; I wish much to have one 
branch welt done, and that is the hiiitnry of mnnner&y 
of comnwn life;' RoftiEJiTfiON- *' Henry should liave 
appUod his attention to that alone, which is ei>ough for 
Any man ; and he might have found a great deal scat- 
tered in various books, hud he read sokly ivith tliat 
view. Henry erred in not selling hb first volunn; at a 
moderate price to the bookiclkrsi tliat iliey might have 
pusheil him on till he had got reputation, i sold my 



' 'litis experiment, wliich Madata Dscier made in viin. Ji«fl 5iace 
bet^n tried in our uwn language, by \.\\^ editor of " Ouiau," iml w€ 
must cithti lliink very meanly of his nbiUtieA, <w alJow Ih&t Di, 
Jolinton niA in thv rigtit. And Ur. C-owj>er, u nun of real geniuny 
has cnuermbty failed m hisbUak tenc tiaoslauori. 
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* Htfftory of Scotland ^ at a moderate prke, as n work 
bj vhich the bookscQcis mt^ht oitfaer gain or not ; and 
Cad4;ll has told me, that Miller and he have got she 
thokt^nd pounds by it. I afterwnnis received a much 
higlwT price for ray vrritings. An aulhour shcHild #ull 
htK fine work for what the booksellene will give, tOl it 
shall appear whetlier he is an authotir of merit, or, 
which is the same thing as to purchasfr^money^ an BU< 
ttiour who |i1ea»e3 the puhlick." 

Dr» RohcrtAon expatiated on the cliamctrr of a cer- 
tain nobleman ; that he was one of the strongest-minded 
men Uiat ever hved \ ttuit he would sit in company 
quite sluggi^shy while there was notUiog to call forth hi» 
tDtellectual vigour ; but the moment that any import 
tint subject wad started, for instance, how thi;; country 
u to be defended against a French invasion, he would 
touae himself, and shew hi^ extraonlinury talents with 
ibe moat powerAjl ability and animation. Johnson. 
'** Yet this man eat hi« own throat. The true strong 
and ioand mind is tho mind that can embrace equally 
gnmtt UiingH and amalL Now I am told the King oT 
Prima will say to a Hcrrantr ' Bring mc a bottle of 
aaeh » wine, which came in such a year ; it li*^ in such 
B eomer of tin: cdlar^' 1 would liave a man great m 
great thingv, and elegant in little things^ He Haid to 
me afterwards^ when we were by ourselres, " Robert- 
waa in a mighty romantick humour, he talked of 
€Rie whom he did not know ; but J downed him wKh 
the King of Pniwia-"— * Yea, Sir, (said I,) you threw 
a boiiU at his head." 

\n ingonon geatleman was mentioned^ ooneeming 
whom both Itolmtaan and Ramtay agreed that he had 
acTonstantflrmncsaofmind; for after a laborious day^ and 
anudat a multiplicity of cmrca and aoueiiei, be would 
sit down with his sutcra and be quite cheerful and 
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good-humoured. Such a disposition, it was observed, 
vai tlie happy gift of nature. Johksov. ^' I do not 
think so; a man has from nature a certain portion of 
tnim!; the use he makes of it dc'pends upotv his own 
free will That a man has always the same firmness 
of mind, I do not say : l>ecause every man fecU his 
jnind less firm at one limp ihtm another : but I think, 
a nian*s being in a good or bad humour depend.-^ upon 
hi» will.'* — I, however, could not help thinking that a 
man'd humour is often uncotitroulablc by his wilL 

Johnson harangu^xl against driakin)^ wine. " A 
man, (said he,) may choose whether be wilt have ab- 
stemiousness and knowledge, or claret and ignoranoe.'* 
Dr. Kobertson, (who is very companionable,) was be* 
ginning to diis^nt as to the proscription of claret. 
JoiisaoN : (with a placid smile.) " Nay, Sir^ you nhall 
not differ with nie ; as I have said that the man is most 
perfect who takes in the most tilings, I am fi^r kaow^ 
ledge and clarel." Robertson r (holding a plass of 
gcrjcroiu claret in his hand.) " Sir, I con only drink 
your health." Jouwson- ** Sir, I should be sorry if 
you »lioLtld Ik: ever in such a state aii to be able to do 
nothing more." noBERTsoN. " Dr. Johnson, allow 
mu to say, that in one respect I have the advantage of 
ymi ; when you were in Scotland you would not come 
to hear any of our preachers, whereas, when I am here, 
] attend your publick worship without scruple, and 
indeed, with great salisfaclion " JoHSsoN. " Why, 
Sir, that is not so extraordinary : the King of Siam 
sent ambassadors to Louis the Fourteenth ; but Louis 
the Fourteenth sent none to the King of Siam-"" 

Here my friend for once discovered a want of know- 

* Mt«, Pioai confidcnilf menlUina this nn having pmcd in Scot' 
Und. '■ AiMcdotcA," p. 6S. ^ 
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M|)f or forgeUUlMis; lor Louitf tbc Fourtcx;ntli did 
!<eiid an embassy to tbe Ki%' of Siam/ and Uic Abbe 
Chob.it who was employed in it, pulilislicd an nccount 

of it ill two YolutDC<l. 

.Next day, I'hursday, April 30. I found bim at lionia 
by bim#cir. Jdiinsoh. " W*J1, Sir, Ramsay gare iw a 
ftpliendid dinner. I love Ramsay. Vuu utll not find a 
man in uboae conyersation tlierc is more iiMtrtictioOt 
more in format ion, uml niort- cicg^aticc, than in ItamHoy'a* 
&t>swF-ifL. '" What 1 aduiirc in Ram5ayf id Ida conti- 
nuing to Inf so young*" Johnson. " Wliv, y«s -^wi* it 
i« Ui be admiiW. I value niysc'U^ ujKin thiSf that there 
i^ notlung of the old man ia jny conversatJoD. i Am 
now &jxty-«i)(I]t, and I have no more of it tban at 
tttenty-eij^ht." Doswei-l. " But, Sir, would not you 
wifeli to knoM- old a^ ? lie wlio is never un old man. 
does not know the wbule of human lUV ; for dd st^ is 
one of iJie divisions of it/' Johnsos. ** Nay, Sr* 
what talk h thi^?** Boswem.. " I nn^an. Sir, the 
Sphinx s de^^'ription of it :^morning, noon, and titgbt. 
1 would know night, as well as morning and ooon-'* 
JoiiKSOK. '* What, Sir, woukl you know what it is to 
fi^cl tbc evils of old age ? Woald you have the f;out ? 
W'wuUl you hwvf lit-crepilude?" — Seeing him hcat(xl, £ 
wonM not argue any farther ; but I was cmiGdctit that 
1 was in the right. I would, in due time, lie a Nestor, 
an elder or the people ; and Uierc sbcmld be ^^me di& 
fcreuLc b<.-tween the eonversatioQ of twcnty-eigfat and 
tixty-eight.^ A grave picture should not be gi^. 



* [The Al>b£ de Clioui wu soil by Loiuji X1\\ od oa vmbiMy to 
ihc Kjii^ of Siui in 168% with a view, it hm be^o uui, to codvcK 
lh« Kingoniuit Cf>uniry t<i Chrutuntrjr. ^tiL^Mli.J 

' [iohntan clrwlf inruil, (nhm the wiiliour liu oAca cttrwliere 
Mentioned,) llMt he bod Ekooc of the tntlcAnn* of old agt^ th^t he 
httd tbc vane octhkg and a^rgg ^ min4f u fomurly; Mtthat % 
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TTicre is a serpm*, solemn, placid old age- Jiihsson. 
** Mrs. Thrale's mother said of me what flattered me 
much. A clergyman was complaining of want of sodety 
in the country where he lived ; and said, " They talk 
of r«w/,t;" (that is, young cows.)* ' Sir, (said Mrs. Sa- 
lu»it>iiryr) Mr. Johnson would leani to talk of nmts;' 
meaning that I was a man who would make the 
mo*t of my situation, whatever it wa«." He addcd» " I 
think myself a very |M)litc man." 

On Saturday, May 2. 1 dined with hiui at Sir Joahuu 
Reynolds's, where there was a very lar^ company, and 
a great deal of conversation : but, owing to some eir* 
cumstancx- whicli I ainaot now recollect, 1 have no re- 
cord of any part of it, except lliat there were several 
people there by no means of the Johnsonian school ; 
60 that less attention was paid to him than u:ftual, which 
put him out of humour: and upon some imaginary 
jrffence from me, he attacked me with «iich nidenesSp 
that I wn* ve^ecl rmd angry^ because it gave those 
pcrsonB an opportinity of enlarging u)H)ii hi« supi>osed 
ferocity, and ill treatment of his best jricnds. I was so 
much hurt, and had my pride so much roused, Chat I 
kept away from him Jur a week ; and, perhaps, might 

man of ^iitly-i'ight migkt dnncc ^n a publkck aamfrtnbly wtlh ft* much 
propriety ns he tonlil at iw«-nty'^iglit. Ht« c^nveraailon, bcifijif the 
productof mjcb vAriouH knowleclKF, great w:uten«Bs, ond rximordi- 
Tiary wit, was equally well \uiteJ in tvery period of life ; and ti^ in 
his youth it probably did not exliibll any unbecoming IcTity. «o cer- 
tainty in Wn Ifttrr yenra It waa totally &ee from the gnnrulity snd 
tjucrulousncfiJi of old age- Maloke.] 

* [Such i^ the )^Lgnificati<ui iXf Mn word la Scotland, >nd it Jtliould 
lecco in Wales, (Sec SLlnacr in v.) B"t the hcifrre of Scotland 
and WalM, nhtn brougbt M England, bring al way* tmallcr than 
Ihoftf of thift country, the word nittt has acquired a Becondary sernc, 
and gcftcnilly siffnifie^ a heifer diminutive in siw, *fnall beyond the 
otdinnrj' growth of that animal ; and in thiit Mn^e alone the word il 
aeknowlcdjfcd hy Dr. Johnson, in his Dictionary. Malov»-J 
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liftve kept away much lon^r, nay, gpne to Scotland 
vithout seeing him again, had not wc fortunately met 
and been reconciled. To such unhappy chances are 
^ human fricndKhipit liable. 

On Friday, May 8, I dined with liiin at Mr, Lang* 
tOTiV. I wa» reserved and silent, which I suppose he 
perceived, and might recollect the cause. After dinner^ 
vrbcn Mr. Langton was called out of the room, and we 
wei'e hy i»ursclvc?^ he di'cw his chair ncrar iv niiucr, and 
jflud, in a tone of condUuting courtesy, " AVcU, how 
have you done?" Boswell. " Sir, you hare made 
me very uneasy by your behariour to me when we 
were last at Sir Jo*hua Reynolds's^ You know, my 
dear Sir, no m»n has a greater resfkcct and aSection for 
you, or would Mwner go to the end t>f the world to 
9er\*e you. Now to treat me so — /' He insisted that 
1 had interrupled him, which I assured him was not ihe 
case ; and proceeded-^*' But why treat ine so before 
people who neither love you nor me ?" Johnson. 
" Well, [ om sorry for it I'll makr it up to you 
twenty diflcrcnt ways as you please/* Boswell, " I 
said to-day to Sir Joshua, wh«n he olvfiervcd that you 
/cJjfc/ me sometimes — I don't cna* how ullen, or how 
higli he losses me, when only friends are present, for 
then I fall upon soft ground : but I do not Ukc falling 
on stones, which is the case when enemies are present. 
—I think this a pretty good irnoge, Sir/' Johnson. 
" Sir, it is one of the happiest I have ewr heard." 

'Die truth is, there was no venom in the wounds 
which he inflicted at any time, unices ttiey were irri- 
titcd Ity sitmp malignant infusion hy other hands. We 
vrere instantly as cordial agnin a« ever, ami joined tn 
h^nrty laugh at some ludicrous but inuocent peculiar!* 
tics of one ofour Iricnds. Bo^well. " Doyou Uiinki 
Siti it is always calpaUc to laugh at a man to bis 
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iacc?'^ JoHNiiON. *' Why, Sir, tliat dL'[iond5 upon 
the &14D cmd the tiling. K it is a slight man, and a 
slight thing, you may ; tur you take nothing valuublft', 
from him/' 

ile said, *' I read yesterday Dr. lilairV sermon oa J 
JOeTotion, from the text ' Contctius, a devout tttan,* 
His doctrine is the t>ejft limited, the best ox|>i'ef;£cd: 
there is the most warmtli williout iunatid^tn, the moat 
rationiil tranaiiort. There U one part of it which I 
i^sfi|>prore, nnd I'd Imvo hint oaii«ct it ; which is, that 
* lie who does not feel joy in religion is far from the 
rkingdufti of I It-uvci) ! ' there arc many good men whose 
Semr of OoD predominates over their love. It jney 
diecDurage. it was rai^hly s^iid. A noble sermon it is 
indeed. I wish'Blatr would come over to the Chuicti 
of England/' 

When Mr, JLaD|;toD returned to us, the " tiow of talk** 
went on. An euiineot autboiir liein^ mentioned ;*^ 
JoitNsox. " He is not a pleasant man. UU conver- 
eiation ia neither inatructivLi nor brilliant. He does not 
talk at if impelled by any fulness of knowledge or viva- 
city of imagination. His ennvcrsation is like that of 
any other sensible man. He t&lk:( with no wijt either 
to iafonii or to hear, but only liecau^ he thinks it dooA 
not become ^— ^ ■ — ■■ to sit in o company and vay 
nathing/' 

Mr. I^anpton having repealed the anecdote of Addi- 
son having diatiiiguislKHl between liis powers in convcr- 
»8tiou and in writing, Liy saying ^' 1 have only nine- 
pence in my pocket ; but I can draw for a thousand 
IwuncU;" — .loiiNSox. " He had not tlmt rctoit ready, 
Sir; tie had preparal it before-hand.'' Langton : 
(turning to me.) ^ A fine surmise. Set u thief to 
catch a thief." 

Johnson celled the East-Indians barbariam- Bost 
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WKM- " Ynii will exwpt tlio Chinwe, Sir?" John- 
t*ON. " No, Sir." IJasWELi>. *• Have tliey not a?U ? " 
Johnson. " They have jioller/.*' Uoswcj.l. •* What 
do you Niy to the imltcn characters of tlicir langyflgc?*' 
JouxsON. " Sir, tltey liuvc iiot an iilpliabel. They 
liavc not lieen ;i1>lt; Ui form whrtt ail otbei nnticKis luivc 
formed." Boswell. " There U more learaiog in their 
laagua^' than in nny other, fram the immense num- 
ber of ihdr clmrart*.-rs." Johnson. " It is only more 
difiicuh fn>m its rudeness; as there is more labour in 
hewing down a li^ce with a stone than with an axe*" 

lie said, ^' I have lieen reading L/^rd Karnes's 
* Sketches of the Histon* of Man/ In treating: of 
severity of punishment, Ik* mcntionfi that of Madame 
Lapouchin^ in Riisvin, but he does not give it fairly ; for 
1 hare looked at Ciiappc D" Ante roc ite^ from wliom he 
iia!^ taken it. lie fitops nhere it is said that the qiec- 
tnton thought hct innocent, and leaver out what fol* 
low5 ; that she iicverthck» ^las gttilty. Now this is 
being us culpiihlc ^ oui' can conceive, to misrepresent 
tact in a book, and fur what motive ? It b like one of 
those lies which people tell, one cannot 5ee why. The 
wdman'i; life WA« Hjkarcd ; and no puni&hment wts too 
great for the favourite of an Emiiress, who had con-" 
Bfind to dethrone her mistrcfi^.'' BoftwEi.L. " He 
waa only gltin^ a picture of the lady in her sufferings" 
JoiDcsoN. " Nay, don't endeavour Xti palliate this, 
(tuilt LA A principal feature in the picture. Karnes is 
puzzUxl with ji i|iM*»tion that puzzled me when I wn« a 
rery younp man. Why U it that the interest of money 
u lower, when money Li plentiful ; for five potmd:^ has 
the name proportimi of ralue to a hundred pounds 
when money in plentiful, as when tt h scarce? A lady 
cxplaim^ it to me. It k (said she) because when 
money is plentiful there ore so many marc who have 
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money to lend, that they liid dmvn one another. Mmi^ 
hav€ then a hundred pounds; and one says — Take 
mine rather than anotheKa, and you shall have it At 
£ouv per cent' BoswF-l-l-. *' Ooca I^rd Kutncs decide 
i,k><|uealioM?'' JoilNSON- *' I think he leaves it as 
he fuund it" B^jswku.. '' This inufit have l>een an 
extraordinary lady who instructed you. Sir May I 
ask who hhe was?" JonssoK, " Molly Aston/ 
Sr, the sister of those ladies M'ith ^vhoni you dined at 
Lichfield.— I shall be at home to-inon-ow," Bos- 
well. " Then let us dine hy ourselves at the Mitre, 
to keep up the old custom, ' tla* custom cf the 
manor.* custom of the Mitre" Johnson. " Sir, so it 
shall be." 

On Satiirdny, May 9, we fulfilled our purpose of 
fining by ourselves at the Mitre, accoixling to the old 

' Johnson bnd nn cxtraordJnaiy ^dmiralion of Ihia lady, noiwiih- 
lUtndingKhc w^u n violrni Whig, la answer %c her high Sown 
ftpecchei for Libert}/, be adtlretKcd lo Jiw Ihe foUowin^ Epignm, of 
wliich 1 preftuiae lo ofttr a translHiiDn : 

" Liber 111 e*KC vclim, lu-wi^li pulchra MiHa, 
" Ul niAntftni liber, pulcKra Marm viiTr/' 

A4i«u, Mffna! since you'd have me Tree; 
For, who beholda iliy charms asln^c mwtl}^. 

A GOrre^jjondent cf ' Tht- Genilcmnn't Magazine,* vho Kubscrtbes 
himfielf SciOLua, lourliom [ am indebted for several excellent re- 
marks, observes, '* The lurn of Dr Jobmon's linea to AIisa Mton. 
whose Whig principles he had been combating, appears to rac lo be 
taken fram nil ingcnluui cpigrnm in the ' ySc\ia^ianfi^ (V»1> LEU 
|K ST^, edit. I7lf>,) oo D young kdy who appeared nl a niftMjucrndf, 
kf^iiU tn Jfttiiie, durrnf; the fierce ennUminnh of the followert of 
Molinon and JanKeniusconcerniiTjr fM^e-wiEI: 

" On ft'clonnc ici que (^VlinlG 
Ait priih I'hiibft dc Mnlinixir, 
PuiKque cclU jeuni^ beaut^ 
Ote iLchflcun au liberti 
* N'c«t-cepas une JansenMCeP" 
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CQstocn. There va*, on these occadonfl, a little dr- 
rurnRtancc of kind attention to Mrs. Williams, which 
miKt not be omitted. BeTore coming out, and leaving 
her to dine alone, he gave her her choico of a chicken, 
a sweetbread, or any olhci- little nict- t)itng, trhich was 
c&reiully *cnl to her from the tnvem rcad/Klrcat. 

Our convcrsAtion to-day, I know not how, tunit^d, I' 
think, for the only time at any length, durifiii^ our lon^ 
acquaiiitaticc, u[»on the sensual inlurcoursc btawcon the 
aexcs, the delight of which he ascribed diiefly to ima- 
gination- " Were it not hr imuginalion. Sir, (said he,) 
a man would be ma hajipy in tlie arms of a (^hamber*- 
maid as of a Dudleys, But such is the adventitions 
charm of fancy* that we find nnm who have violated 
the be«t prindples of society, and ruined their fame and 
their fortune, that they might powcwsn woman of rank." 
It would not Iw proper to ivt*ortl the pjirlicniars of siirh 
a conversation in moments of unreserved frankness, 
when nohody was present on whom it could have any 
hurtlul effect. That subject, when phil<)^phicalty 
treated, may surely employ tlie mind in a curious dis- 
cussion, and as ionocentlyt as anatomy ; provided that 
tiioK! who do treat it, keep dear of indammatoiy incen* 
tives- 

" I'Vom grave to gay, from lively to severe/— wc 
were soon engaged in very difTcrcnt s))eculation ; hum- 
bly and reveiently considering and wondering at the 
nnivenal mystery of alt thin^, us our im|ierfect facuU 
lies can now judge of tliein. '* There are (said be) 
innumerable questions to which thf> inquisitive mind 
can in this stale receive no annwer: Why do you and 
I exist ? Why wsi% this world created? Since it wa* 
to be created, why wa* it not treated sooner ?* 

On Sunday, May 10, I supped with him at Mr. 
Hoole's, with Sir Joshua Reynolds. I have nq(Iccted 
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the memorial of this uvcnin;:, so as to remember do 
more of it than ti^o piirticulars; one that he strenu- 
ously opposed aa argument by Sir Joidiua, that virtue 
was profcrabli^ to vice, rnnsiilcrin^ Ihi* life only; and 
tiiat a man would bo virluoiiJ^wcn.' it nnly to preserve hiJt 
character; and tliat he expre§se€l much wofidt-r at the 
curious furniatiuik nf the bat, a niouHe with wings ; 
aaying, that it wav almost a» Htran^ a thinj* in pbyato- 
k^v, iki* if die fabulous ib-agoii could be aecii. 

Ou Tuesday, May 12, 1 wailed on tiie £arl of 
Alarchmonc^ to know if hb Lordship would favour Dr. 
Jolmson with iiifonimtion concerning Pope, whose JJfe 
lie was about to write. Johnson had not Mattered him- 
self with the hopes of I'eceiviog any civilily from this 
nobleman ; for he said to me, when 1 mentioned Lord 
Alaretmiont as one who could tell him a ^eat deal 
about Pope, — ^' Sir, he will tell itic uotliin*;.'' I had 
the honour nf liein^ known to his Lordsluji, and n|^ 
plied to bim of myself, without being commisEioned by 
Johnson. HLh Lordship behaved in the mc^t polite 
and obliging tnaTincr^ promised to tell all he rLxroUected 
about Pope, and waa so very courteous us to ny* 
** Tell Dr. Juhnwn J have u gieal ix'spevl for him, and 
am i^ady to shew it in any way I eaii. I am to be in 
the city to-morrow, atid will call at liis house as I re* 
Uim," His Lordship howcvei- asked, " Will be write 
the Lives of the Poets inipartisdly ? He was the first 
that brought Whig and Tory into a Dictionary. And 
what do you think of the dcfiiiitiou of Excise: Do 
you know the history of his aversion to the word /n?«i- 
pirt?^' Then taking down the fnlio Dirtionary. he 
shewe<l it with this censure ci ita secondary sense : " To 
escape from secrecy* to notice : a senw lately innovated 
from France, without necessityr The truth was, Lord 
BoUughrckc, who left the Jacobito5« first used it ; 
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therefore it was to be ^^ndemn^d- He should have 
shewn what word would do for it* if it was unne<:e5* 
sBry" I aftem'ardfi put ihv qumllon ia Johnson : 
*• Whv, Sir, («nid he,) get fibroad.'* Bo^WFau 
" Tliat, Sir, !£ using two words^" Jo«^&OM. " Sir, 
there is no ond of this. You may as well insist to 
Imvc a word for old age." Bo»wci-L, *' Well, Sir, 
Scrtccftis" JoHXsox. " Xay» Sir, to insbt alwnys 
Uiat thtrnr should lie one word u> e^tpress a thing in 
Eugli&h, became there is one in aiiotber language, U to 
change the langiwigc-" 

1 availul inyselTof this opportiinily to hear from his 
Lordship many particulars l>nth of Poiic and Lord 
llolin^hroke, which I have in writing. 

1 proposed to Lord Marchniont, that he should revise 
Johnsoa's life of Pope: " So (fiaid his Lcirdship) you 
would put me in a dangermiA <^ituation, Vou know lie 
knockcnl down Osborne, the iKMJcsetler." 

Khited with the success of my spontnneoun exerrion 
to procure naatcrial and reT*j»ertaWe oid to John»oii for 
bi:i very J4ir04jritc work, " the Liv<rs of the I'bcts," I 
hastenrd down to Mr. ThraleS at StrcHlham, where he 
now was, that I might tn^ire his Ifeitig at houK- next 
day; and aiter dinner, when ! thu<tg-ht he would re* 
ceirc the jfood news in tlu- Ix^st humour, I announced it 
engLTiy ; ' 1 have been at work for you to-day, Sir, I 
have Ikcen with Ijonl Mnrclimont. l-le bade mr trU 
you, be has a great respect for you, and will call on yoti 
to-morrow, at one o'dock, and conmiunicnte all he 
knows about Pope."* — Here I paused, in full expecta- 
tion thai lie would Ijc pleased with this intf^lli^nrp, 
would prais« my active merit, and would be alert to 
embrace mch an offer from a nobleman. But whether 
I had shewn an orcTH^idtation, which provoked bia 
flptcco. or whether be was txiz^d with a ^u^ptcion that 
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I hnd obtrudtd him on I^rd Marchmont, and humbled 
him too much ; or whether there was any thing more 
tlmu an unlucky lit of ill-humour, I know not; but tc 
my surprise, the result was.— JoiINSON- " I sliftll nt 
lie ill town t4)-morrow, I don't care to know aliouti 
Pope-" Mrs. Thrai.r: (surprised ns I waa, and a 
little angry.) ** I gupfjose. Sir, Mr, Bo«we!I thought, 
thnt as you arc to write Pope's Life, you would wish 
to knuw at*out him" Johnson. " Wish! why yes. 
If it niinL-c] knowlcd^i-r Td hold out my haad^ but I 
wuuld not give mysdf the trouble to go in (juest of it,*" 
There was no arguing with him at the moment. 
Some time afterwards he said, " Lord Marchmont will 
call on me, and theu I slmtl call on Lord Marchmont/' 
Mrs. Thrale wss uneasy at his unaccountable caprice ; 
and tuld me, that if 1 did tiot take care to bring about 
a meeting between Lord Marchmont and him, it would 
never take place, which would lie a gi^eat pity. I sent 
a card to his Lordship, to be left at Johnson's hou«e, 
acquuiiiting him, that l>r. Johiii^on could not be in town 
next day, l}ut would do himself tlie honour of waiting 
on him at another lime. — I give tJii» account fairJy, as 
n »pLxiuieii (if that uidiappy temper wi(h which this 
gR^ai and good man h.id occasionally to struggle, frum 
somelhiug uiorbid in his coustitution. Let the most 
censoricus of my i^eaders suppose himself to have a vio- 
lent fit of the looth-ach» or to have received n severe 
stroke on the shin-bone, and when in such a state to be 
asked a question : ami if he has any candour, he will 
not be sstirprtKed at the answers which Johnson some- 
times gave in moments of irritation, whieh, let me 
aasare them, i» e>u)ut.-utely |>jiiaftil. But it must not be 
erroneously supposed that he was, in tlie smallest de- 
gree, careless ct>nccrniiig any work wfaidt be undertook, 
or that he was generally thus jjccvisli. It will be seen 
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that in the following^ jcar he hud a very agreealile 
feterviev with Lord Marchnionl. at his Lordship's 
house; and this very afternoon ho wan forgot any fret* 
fuln^^s, an<l fell into convtrtsation as ijtiiuiL 

1 mentioned a reflection liuring Imx'ii thrown out 
against four Peers for having presumed to rise in oppo* 
sition to the opinion of the twelve Judges, in a cause in 
the lioQse of Ijorttsi, as if that were imlecr;nt. Johk- 
60N. " Sir, Ibt-rc i» i*u ground fur ccnsurx!. The peers 
are Judj^es themselves : and supposing them really to 
be of a diOercnt opinion, tliey might from duty be in op- 
position to the Judged^ who were there only to be con- 
sulted/' 

In this observation I fully concurred with him; for 
UDCiueslionably, all the Peers are vested with the higii- 
cst judicial powers; and when t)>ey are confident tliat 
they understand a cause, are not obliged, nay, ought 
not to adjuiesce in the opinion of the ordinary I^w 
Judge«t «r even in that of those who from their f!tudU*s 
and experience arc called the Law Lords. 1 consider 
the Peers in gcaerol as I do a Jury, who ought to listen 
with respectful alteiition to lh<^ sagcv of the law : but« 
if after hearing them, they have a firm opinion of their 
own, arc bound, as honCTit men, to dc^dc accordingiy. 
Nor is it so difficult for them to iinderstund even law^ 
questions, as is generally thought, provided tliey will 
bestow sufficient attention upon them. This oliscrva* 
UoD was made by my honoured relation tlie late I^rd 
Cathcwt, who had spent his life in camps and courts: 
yet assured me, that he could form a dear opinion upon 
mofit of the caus^es that came Ix-forv the I loufte of I.jords, 
.*• as they were so well eni»cleat4:d in llie Cases/' 
' Mrs. Thrale told us^ that a curious clergyman of our 
adpuiintancc hod discovered a licentious stanza, wliich 
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PopehaJ originjiUy in lus " Universe Prayer," before 
the stanza, 

" Or warn» n% not to do," ^c. 
It was tliis : 

*' Can ttjns c( moment clmm the rod 

" Of crtrlniling firt-*? 
" AT)d lluit oITetid great Niitart"« Gon, 

"■ Whicli Niiinre'b actf impirc* ?- 

and that IJr, Jolmsou oli^Tvud, *' it had been borrowed 
from GtftfWwi?" Thei-e arc, indeed, in Paucr Fido, 
many such flimsy sujieiiicial reasoning as that in the 
last two Ituc:^ of this »tan/u. 

Boswr.i-L, '• In that stanza of Pope's ' rodof fir^y 
is certainly a lad metajihor.** iMns. Thrale. " And 
• sins of inomtnC is a faulty cxprcssiwi ; for its true 
import is nwmentot/s, which cannot Iw intended*" 
JOHKSOS- '* It must have htM?n written * of momints*. 
Of 77wmt'niy \^ momtutotis ; of momcNff, momeftlaty^ 
I wan-ant you, however^ Pope wrote thb statiza* and 
Tome friend >tnick it out. Roileau wi-otc son«r such 
tiling, and Arnaud atrtiL-k it tiut, sayiny^ l^vus gagnc* 
rez dcujf oti trots impics^ et perdrezje ne scats combicn 
des honnettes ^tns* The*o fellows want to say a dar* 
ing thing, and don't know how to 1:0 about it. Mere 
poetfl know no more of fundamental principles than — <" 
Here he M^as inlermpted soraehow, Blr^. Tiiraie nien- 
tioiied r)r>'den. Johnson. " He puzzled himself 
about predestination .—How foolinh was it in Po]* to 
give all hii friendihip U\ T-oidfi, who thought they ho- 
noured him by licing with him ; and to choose such Lonb 
ft« Hiirtmgtoa, and Ccbhitm, and Bolingbroke? Ba- 
thursi ivad negative, n pleasing man; and 1 have beard 
no ill of iMarchtnont; — and then tilway^ saying, ' I do 
not value you for being a Lord ;* which was a sure jirouf 



VE!&t.60<] 



Dm, JOHNSON, 



349 



that be did. I never say, I do rml value BoswcU more 
for bdn^ born to an estate; because I do not care.'* 
Boswcix. ■* Nor far bcin^ a Scotdiman ?" " Maf* 
iSr, I do value you more for being a Scotrhmaiu 
You arc a Scutcbnuiii without the faults of SL<otchin4*ii. 
You «v<iuld not have been ^ valuable as you are had 
yOM mit Ikhmi a Scotchman.'* 

Talking of divorcer, I a^ed il' Othello '14 doctrine ivfts 
not {ilauaibie; 

" He ibat U robb'J, not waaiJiijr ^^ i< i^IoIm. 
** Let him not koott'*^ aiid ht'% not robbM nt all.** 

I>n tlohnson and Mrs. Throlc* joined aj^nst Una, 
JoiiKsoN, " Adk any man if he'd wish not to knovr 
of such an injurj'." Boswell. " Would you toll your 
frieud to make him unhapi»y?" Johnson, " IV-rbujis, 
Sir, 1 ^ould not; but that would be from pmdence 
on my own account. A man would Itdl his fattier." 
Bosu'KLi.. * Yes: becaua he would not liave spurioiiB 
diildroa to gel atiy sliare of the family inhentanoc-'* 
Msa. Thujile, « Or he would Id] his brother;* 
BoHft'Ei-L* *' Certainly hiJ eidtr brotfaer.** JoitxsoK. 
" Voti would tell your friend of a wonian'?i infamy, to 
prevent his marrying a wbon:: Uwre is tin- sumc reaM>n 
to tell him of his wifcN infidelity^ when i>e is married^ 
to pcevent the consequences of impaction, it ia a 
breach of confidrnci' nut to tell a Irii-ndJ' Roswell. 
" Would you teli Mr. ■■ ■ ■ - ?" (naming a gcntlemaa 
who assuredly was not in tite k-aat danf^r of such a 
miserable d>sgrao^ though married to a fine n'oman.) 
JoiivatJN. *' No. !ur; because it would do no good: 
he iH HO ftbiggi^hp he'd never go to parliament and get 
through a divorce.*' 

He said of one of our friends, ** He is ruining htm- 
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sdf without pleasure. A man who loses at play, or 
who runs out \iU fortune at court, make« his estate less, 
in hopes of making it hi^^ri' : ( I nni sure of this word^ 
which was often used by him :) but it is a sad thing to 
pass through iho qii»gmire of jwin^imony, ta the gul|>h 
of ruin. To pa^ over the flowery patli of cxtrav^^ 
gance, ifi very well " - ' - ■ ^ ' 

Amon^t the numerous prints posted on the walls of 
the dining-room at Slrcathani, wns Hcgai-ths ' Modem 
AUthtight Conversfttion.' I a^ed him what he knew 
of FarsoE Fore), who make a conspicuous figure in the 
riotous frroupc. Johnson, " Sir, he was my accjuaint- 
ancc and relation, my mother's nephew. He hnd pur- 
chased a living in the countryt hut not simoniacallyp I 
never saw him but in the country, I have been told 
he was a man of f^reat parts ; very profligate, but I 
never heard he was impious," Boswell* " AVas there 
not a story of his ghost having appeared ?" JoiiKsox. 
" Sr, it wfts lielievwl. A wmt**r rtt the Hummums, in 
which house FonI died, had been absent for some tinw, 
and returned, not knowing that Ford waa dead. Going 
down to the cellar, according to the »tory, he met him; 
going down a^ain, be met him a second lime. When 
he came up, he a:iked some of the people of the house 
what Ford could be doing there. They told him Ford 
was dead. The waiter took a fever, in which he lay 
for some time. When he recovered, he said be bad a 
message to deliver to some women from Ford ; but he 
was not to tell what, or (owtiom. He walked out; 
he was followed ; Imt somewhere about St, Paul's they 
lost him. He came back, and said h** had delivered 
the meuage, and the women exclaimed, * Then we are 
all undone !' Dr, Pellet, who was not a credulous man, 
encjuircd into the truth of this story, and be said, the 
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evidence was irresistible. My wife vronl to the Hum- 
mums ; (it is a place where people ^t themselves cup- 
ped.) I believe she went with intention to hear about 
this story of Ford, At first they were unwilling to tell 
her; Initf nftEn* they hud talked to her, <ht* rnti>e twny 
satifi<'d that it wat true. To be sure, the man had a 
fever; and this vision may have boeti tlie iK-ginning of 
it. But if the message to the women, nnd tbcir beho--^ 
riour upon it. were true as related, there was something 
supernatural. That rests upon his word ; and there 
it remains." 

Alter iMrs. Thrale wa? ^one to bed, Johnson and I 
sat up late. We resumed Sir Joshua Reynolds's argu- 
ment on the preceding Sunday, that a man would be 
▼irtuous^ though he had no other motive than to pr&* 
serve his character. Johnkox. "Sir, it i* not true; 
for, as to thi« world, vice does not hurt a man's charac- 
ter." BoswEl-L. " Yes, Sir, deltauching a friend's wife 
will-" JoiiNsov. "No, Sir, Who thinks tbt* wone 

of for it?" BoswEii- " Lord was sot 

his friend." JoHXgoN- ** That is only a circumstance. 
Sir; a stight dtstinction. He could not get into 
the house but by Lord > A man is chosen 

Knight of tiie shire, not the Urss for having delKiuched 
ladies." B08WELL- " What, Sir, if lie debauched the 
ladies of ^jentlemen in the county, will not tlierc be a 
general rrscntmcnt against him'*" Johnmin. "No, 
Sr. He will lose thofc particular gentlemen ; but the 
■ rest will not trouble their heads about it." (warmly.) 
BoswEix. ** WeD. Sir. I cannot think so." Johkson* 
** Nay, Sir. there is no tnlkingwilb a man who will di*. 
piite what every liody knovi's, (angrily.) Don't you 
know this?" B08WF.LJ.. " No Sir; aod I wish to 
think better of your country than you represent it, I 
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rkiicir in ScoUuiid o gcutlciouti ul>Ugc«l to leave it for 
dtljaucbing a lady ; jiiid in one of our counties on Eaii*a 
broUier \mt his election^ becjiuse Itc liad (Wbauch<xl the 

ly of jtnotliur Karl iu that county* aod destroyed. t)ie 
, peace of a noble family**' 

Still he would not yield- He proceeded^ " Will 
you not alloiv. Sir, that vice doe>( not htirL a man's 
cfaartcter so as to obatiuct his prosperity in life, when 

you know tlinl was loadod with wenkJi 

aiiJ honours: a man who hftd acquired hi$ rorUine by 
such crimes", that hi* con£ciouiine9(» of thoni itnpiL^Wd Uim 
to cut his own throftt." Boswell. ** You will rccol- 
lect^ Sir* that Di'. Robertson said, he cut his throat be- 

ii3»e \iv: Koa weary of ^tilt life; little Uiin^ not l*eiiig 
'mfficient to mWQ his ^^at mind." Jounnin, (vct-y 
angry.) "^ Nay, Sir, what stuff is tins? You hod no 
more this opinion alter tiobertsoti said it than tKTore^ 
i know nothing moiH* oflLiisivc than repeating what one 
knows to Ik* foolish things, by way of contiuuin^ a £5* 
'pute, to see wliat a man will answer,— to make him 
your buttr (angrier still.) Boswcll, " Mjr dear Sr, 
I had no i^uclx intention as you seem to suip^ct : I bad 
not indeeti- Alight not this nobJemnn have felt eveiry 
dung ' wear^', Ktale, llat> and unprolitalilCf* ni Hamiot 
«<^r JonKtiON. ** Nay, if you are to bring tn gab* 
Mc, rii talk no moir. I will not, upon my honour.** 
My readers will decide upon this dispute. 

Next morning I stated to Mis, Thrale ai breakfast, 
before he came down> the dispute oi' htst night us to Uic 
influenee of character upon success in life. Slie said he 
was certainly wron;^; and told me, that a Baronet lu»t an 
election in Wales, beeauw he had debauched the sister 
of a i^otloman in the county, whom he made one oT 
his daugliters invite ai her companion at his ceat in the 
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country, when bis lady and bis other children were in 
JLondon. But she ^'ould not encounter Johnson upCfQ 
the suhjiNrL 

I staid aJl thin day with him at Streatham. He 
talked n ^reat deal in very (food humour. 

Looking at Messre. DUIy's splendid edition of Lord 
Ch(.<?aerficld'smi:^ccllancous works, he ]nughei\, andKaid^ 
'* Here are now two speeches ascribed to him, l>oth of 
which were written hy nne: and tlie be*t of it w, tliey 
have found out that one is like Dcmostheaotf, and the 
other tike Cicero/' 

lie c-euMin^ lAJtd Rutue»*a *' Sketches of the History 
of Man/' fur misrepresenting Clarendon's account of t!ie 
ap[>eanincc of Sir Geor^ VUliers's ghost, as if Clarendoa 
were weakly credulous ; when the truth ii!, that Clarendon 
only *jiys, that the story was upon a l>etter foundation 
of credit than usually such discourses are founded upon; 
nay, speaks thus of the person who waft ra|Kirted to 
have seen the vision, " the poor man, if he had been at 
all waking;" which Lord Ivamcs has omitted, lie 
addedt ** in this book it is maintained that virtue is 
natural to man, and, that if we would hut consult our 
own hearrft, we should Ik* virtununt. Xou\ after eon- 
suiting our own hearts all we can, aJid with oil the 
bclpe we hare, we find liow tew of us are virtuous. 
This is Miying a tiling which idl imnikind know not to 
be true,** BoswKLl.- "Is nwt modesty natural?" 
JouN2M>N. " I canui>t say, Sir^ as we Sod uu people 
i|tiitc in a Mate of nature ; but, I thhik* t>ie more they 
are taught^ the more modest they nre. The Frcncit 
are a ;,Tos<if ill-haU untuught |)eople; a lady there 
will spit on the floor and rub it with her foot* What I 
^ncd by being iu Tnuicc was, Icaminfc to lie Letter 
aitaficd with my own countr>'. Time may l>e cmpbiyed 
to more advantage fium nineteen to twenty-tour, abno«t 
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io any wny Uian in travelling; w)ieri you set travdliDg 
gainst mere nc^ation^ against doing nothing, it is 
better to be sure ; but how much morr would a joung 
man improvL* were he to study during those yoars. 
Indeed, if a young man i5 wild, and must nin after 
fFomen and bad company, it is better this should be 
done abroad, os^ on his return, he can break off such 
connexiors, and begin at home a new man, with a 
character to form, and act)uaintance to make. How 
little does travelling supply to the conversnlion of any 
mnn who has travelled; how little to Beauderk?" 

B08WELL. ^* What say you to Lord ? " Joiin^ 

01m. ^ I never but once heard btm talk of what he had 
•een, find that was of a larf;e serpent in ooe of tlie 
Pymmid^f of ligypt." BoswKij.. " Well, I ha|)pened 
to hear him tell tf>c same tldng, which made me men- 
tion him." 

I talked of a country lift. — JoHNmN. " Were I to 
live in the country, I would not devote myself Io the 
acquisition of popularity ; I would live in a much better 
Tvay, much more hojipily ; ( would have my time at my 
own covnmnnd." Boswt.LL. " But, Sir, is it not a sad 
tiling to be at ti distance from all our literary friends?*' 
Johnson. " Sir, yon will by and by have enougli of 
this converiCAttonF which now delights you so much/* 

Aft he woj a f^ealous friend of eulKuditintion, be wa& 
at all tim(-9 wntcliful to repi^^ the vulgar cant against 
the manners ofllie great ; " Higti people. Sir, (said he,) 
are the l)efit; take a hundred ladies of qualily, you'U 
find them belter wives, better motbcrs^ more wiUing to 
san'Uice their own plea^uir to their children^ than u 
hundred other women. Tradeswomen (I mean the 
wives of tradesmen) in the city, who are worth from 
ten to fifteen thousand pounds, arc the worst creatures 
Upon the earth, grossly ignorant, and tliinkiDf; vieioua- 
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-«lenJW)ionJlbk^ Formers, I tbiuk, arc- oS^u voHhless 
^fcllowe. Few lords will cheat ; and, if they do, they'll 
jfeeastiamed of U: farnii^rs chi<at and arc not ashuinetl 
of it : they liave til the sensual vices too of the noWlitv, 
with cKratin^ into the Iiargatn. TJicro is as much 
fornicfilion and adultery amongst farmefs as amougrt 
noblemen." Bosweix. '* The notion of the world, 
Sir, however, is, tltat the morals of women of quality 
arc irarfic than those tu lower 9tation?(.^ Johnson. 
" YeS| Sir^ the licentiousness of one woman of «|iiaUty 
nmkL-?« niortr iw'iu: than that of a tiunrbcr of wuiiieu in 
lower staUons; then, Sir, you arc t<i eon&ider iJie 
malignity of women in the city against women of qua- 
IJty> which will make them believe any thing of them, 
luch as that tlicy call ihdr coachmen to Ijcd. No, Sir, 
«o far as I have observed, t)ie higher in rank, the richer 
bdie« are, they arc the lietter inMrncted, and the moi'C 
virtuoufl" 

This year the Reverend Mr* Home piil>tbhed bii 
^*' Letter to Mr. Dunning, on Ifte Knglish Particle : ** 
Johnison read it, and tlntogh not treflt«d in it with 
tufScient respect, he had candour etwu^i to say to Mr. 
Seward, '* Were I to make a new edition of my 
DtL-tionary, I wc>uld adopt several* of Air. Home's 
etymolo^es; 1 hope tlicy did noi jiut the do^ in the 
pillory for hU liliel ; he has too mucli UteniLure fur 
ttiat," 

On Saturday^ May 16^ I dined with him at itr. 



' fn Mr. Home Toake'K caiargcffeat of ihnt " T^trr,** «aic1i lie 
kuM iinct puUiKhcd mih Hit title c( *' i-t** rtttf*"* ; or, ihc tJnrr- 
Mom Qif Piirle^ ; ' tie noiuutu tbu con>plim«rnt« aa it l>r, JobnmiT, 
iaaUadof i^wm/ of hk ctjOfeolQgie* lud iiiLtd «//. Hik rccollectioTi 
W«Ug tliuA BM((nUM It, •!>««• how mnbituKi* h« wto oi ib» appto- 

iioa of >o great a nan. 
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Befluclerk's with Mr. Langton, Mr Steerens Or. 
Higgins, and some others, I regret very feelingly 
ever>' instance of my remissness in recording his memo- 
rabiiia ; I am afraid it is the condition of humanity (as 
Mn WindJmm, lii Norfolk, once observed to me, after 
having made an admirable speech in the House of 
C^mmrns whirh was highly applauded, but which lie 
afterwards i>erceived might have been beU<?r :) "that 
«-« are mori'i uneasy from thinking of our wants, than 
happy in thinking of our dccjuisitions.^' This is an 
uiin-<3&unald<; mode of disturbing our tranf]mllity, and 
should be cori-ectcd ; let mc then oomfurt niyw^-lf "ilh 
the large treasure of Johnson's conversatiun wlilch I 
have preserved for my own enjoyment and that of the 
world, and let me exhibit what L have upon each 
Occasion, whether more or less, whcrther a buUc, or 
only a few sparks of a dmrnood. 

He saidj " Dr iMead lived more in the broad sun- 
shine of life than almost any man/' 

The disaster of General liur;guyiie s army was then 
the common topick of conversation. It was asked why 
piling their armst was insi^ttxl u]>on t\% a matter of such 
consequence, when it seemed to be a circumstance %o 
inconsiderable in iMclf. Johnson, •* Why, Sir, u 
French authour says, ^ II y a bcaucoup dc pucntitS^ 
dam la guerre* All distinctions are triH«, liccausc 
givat things can seldom occur, and those dislhiciions 
are settled by custom. A savage would aa willingly 
have his meat sent to him in the kitchen, as eat it at 
the table here: as men become civilized, various modes 
of denoting honourable preference arc invented-" 

He this day made the obj^crvations upon the simi- 
larity between " Rasselas" and "Candide;" wliich ! 
have inserted in its proi>er place, when considering his 
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admirahle philosophical Romance. He miA ** Candidc ** 
he tlinii^ht had mope power in it than any thing that 
y&/taire had written. 

He ?iaid, " 'ITn- lyrical port of I-Tordcc never can be 
|»ei"li's;tly trtmslated ; so much of llio excellence i» id the 
numbers and expixssion. FrancU Ilus done it the 1>e5t ; 
ril take hi», five ont of six* ai^ainttt Uiem alL" 

On Stinday, May I7» I preM'nlcil to him Mr, Ful- 
iarton, of FuUarton, who ha:i since disitingiii&hed him- 
self so much in India^ to vhom he naturally talked of 
travels, e)s Mr. Brydone accompanied him id his tour 
to Sicily and Maltt!. lie said, '*Thc information 
which we have fixim modem travellers is much more 
authentick than what ve had from aneicnt U'avetler»; 
ancient travellers guessed ; modern travellers measua\ 
The Swiss admit thai there h hut one errotir in Stun- 
yan. If lirydoTio were more attentive to his Bihle, he 
would he u gWKl trax'eller.'* 

He saitip ** Lord Chatham was a Dietatt>r; he po^ 
scssed the power of puttini^ the State in motion ; now 
there is no power, all ordi-r ih relaxed " Bos^ki^l. 
" U there no ho]ie of a change to the better ? " JoHX- 
hos. " Why, yes. Sir, when we arc weaiy of thw nr- 
laxatioo. So the City of London will appoint it? 
Mayors af;ain hy seniority." llostvp.i-L. '^ But u not 
that taking a mere chance for having a good or n had 
Mayor?*' Jotixsov. " Ve<. Sir; Imt the evil of 
comitctition is (greater than tliat of the worst Mayor 
that can come; bcntde?:, there is no more rca»on to sup* 
pose that the choice of a rahlile will he right, than that 
chanee will be right.** 

On Tuesday, May 19, I waa to set mit for Scotland 
in the evening. He waa engaged to dine with meat 
Mr. DiOy'4 ; I waited upon him to remind liitu of Lia 
aj>|M>i II linen t and attend hiui thitliei' ; he gave mc some 
aalutaiy counsel, and jrecornuHsided vigorous rc5otutioa 
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against any deviation from moral duty. BotwBLU 
** But you would rwt hare me to bind myself by a so* 
lemn oliligntion ? ' JoiiNsoK. (much afptatcd) " What ! 
a vow — O, no. Sir, a vow h a hnrrihk* thing, it is 
a snnrcforftin. The man who cannot goto heart 
vithont a vow-^mfty go — •" Here, ^^mlin^ erect 
iQ the middle of his library, ami rolling grand, his 
pauiie vTfih truly a curious compound of the sotcmn and 
tiie luilici'tnis ; lie half-whittled in hU UMtal wiiy. wlieu 
plefi»int^ nitd he [mused as if checked by religious awe. 
^Methoughl ho would have addtd — tf> Hell — hul wj 
restrained* I humoured the dilemma. '* What I Sir, 
(said I,) * /« ca^/um josser is ibii?'' iilUiding to his 
imitation oFit, 

" And liiiT ^im ^ to Ifrll, In HH1 he goes^*' 

I had iiivutiuiKrd to hiui a ^iglit Hiull \\\ \As noble 
*' IiuiUttion of the Tenth Satire of Juvciiat," a too near 
reairi^ncc of the verb spread^ in his dcscnptiun of tlie 
young Enthusiast at College: 

" Thr<>ufth nU h» Tcioi the fever of rciMwtt, 
" Hptcdds frain iht Uroiig coiiio^on of xhtt icomi : 
*' O'er l}aJle/*it dome Iua fulure Uboun spread^ 
" And Dacon'b raamion trembles o'er bb head." 

He had desired mc to c:hangc spreads to burns, but 
(or |>crrect authenticity, I now hud it done wilJi hit 
own Imiid.*^ [ thought this alteration not only cured 
the fault, but was ntoi^ ixicticnl^ as it might carry an 
ailujtitm to the shirt by which Hercules wajs intlanied* 

AVe had a quiet eomforlahie meeting at llr. Oilly's ; 
nobody there but oiirjielvei*- Mr. Dilly mentioned some 
body haviuff wished that Milton's '* Tractate on Edu- 
cation" should be priated along with lib Poems in the 

« The *lip of paper on ^hicH he made the conectioOj w dcpoiitcd 
br mc in the noblr HtiraTy lo wbich il relntcsj and to whidi I hate 
pmepced other picca of hb hand-miiuig* 
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edition of thcEn^lbh Poets then gotn^ on. JoHKiiON. 
** It would 1«! breaking in upon the plan ; but would 
be of no i^reat consequence. So far as it would be any 
tbtDg, it would be KTong. Education in Kngtiind has 
been in danger of bctn^ hurl by iwo of its greatest nicD, 
^filton and Locke. MUtou'a plan i» in^i^Riclic^blc, and 
I supiKise lias never been tried, Locke\ I fancy, Iws 
Ijeeu tried often cnouf^i, but b very imperfect ; it gives 
loo much to one side, and too Utile to the other ; it 
gives too little to literature — 1 shall do what 1 can for 
Dr. Watts ; but my materials are very scanty. His 
poenu are by no incaii^ liis Ix'^^t works: I cnnnot praise 
hifl poetry itself highly ; but I can prai^ its desi^i." 

My illustrious 5iend and I porta) with assurances of 
aflectiotiate regard, 

I wrote to him on the 25lh of May. from Thorpe^ 
In Yorkshire, one of the seal* uf Mr It^^^ville, jind 
gave him an account of my liaving passed a day at 
Lincoln, unexjiectedlyf and therefore without having 
any letters of introduction, but that I had l»ccn lio^ 
nourcd with civilities from the Rev. Mr, Simpson, an 
&ct|uain(auce of his, uiul Cafilain Rroadley, of the Uu- 
colnsbire Militia; but more paniciilnrly from the Hev. 
Dr. Gordon, the Cliancdlor, who first received me with 
great fiuUtenc^s a^ a stranger, and, when 1 infonned 
him who I was, entertained me at bi« house with the 
most (lattcnntf attention ; I also expres^d the plcofure 
with which I had found that oiu" worthy friend, l^^ig- 
ton, was highly esteemed in his own county town. 



k 



"TO Dit. 5AMUE1. .TOHNSON. 
Ml' DEAK Sin, "KdiobuTjjh. Jane IS, 177S- 



* Stscr- my return to Scothmd, I have beev 
again at Lanark, and have had more convernjitton with 
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Thomson'i* hisUt. It U strange thnl Murdoch, who 
iva^ h\» intimate friend^ should bare mistaken Ms 
inolli<!r*s iiiuideii name, which lie suys wiis Huiiks 
whereas Hiimc was the name ofhia ^i-iindinollicr by the 
molher's si*Jc. Ilismothor's name was Beatrix Trotter, \ 
a daughter of 3Ir. Trotter of Fogo, n small prnpnetoi 
of land. Thomson had one brother, whom he had with 
lini in Englflnd as his amanuensis ; bnt he was seized 
with a cansu[n|>lion, and havin;; rctunu^ to Scotland 
to try what lus native air would dr» for him, died youn^. 
He had three sisters, one married to Mr. Belh rainister 
of the parish of Strathaven ; ono to 3Ir Craig, father 
of tlic ingenious architeet^ whogave the plan of the Neiv 
Town of Kdinburgh ; and one to Mr, Thomson, master -, 
of the grammnr-Tichool nt Lanark. Ilewa&of a hu- 
mane and benevolent dispoaitlon ; not onlj !fciit va* 
luablf presents to hi> ^istenf^ but a ycurly allowanec in 
money, and was always wishing to have it in his power* 
to do them more good. I^ord liyltelton's obscr^^ation, 
that * be loatheJ much to write/ was very true, I lis 
letters to his sister Miv. Thomson, were not frefjuent^ 
and in one nf them he says, ** All my friends who knoiv 
jne, know how backward I am to write letters; and 
never impute the negligence of my hand to the coldness 
of my heart " I send you a copy of the last letter 
which she had froii him ; uhe never heard that he had 
any intention of going into holy onler«- From this late 
interview with his sister, I think mueh morr favourably 
of biiii, as I hope you will. I am eager to sec mote of 
your Prefaces to tlic Poets: I solace myself with the 
few proof*!>hects which I have. 



" Dr. Johmon wns b^ no means niteniivc to minute 
hi* "l-ive« vi llic Foctti" for iiolwithsUntiingBiy having 
ibia aai«(ai«, he cuaiioucil it. 



;e ac^uTAcy ia I 
iving detected ^^B 
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-£i«,Oi».J DiL JOHNSON, 9$l 

** I send anotlicr para?l of Lord llailcs'it ' Annak,' 
which you will please to relum to me as soon as you 
convcnicnlly can, lie says^ "lie wishes yon would 
cut a liUlc deeper;* but he may I>e prnud ihat there 
is »o little occasion to use the ri-iti<'«l knife, I ever 
am, ray dear Sir, / > 

" Ycwr faithful aod oSectionatc, \. ^ 

"^ humble servant, , y 

^' James Bo»wi;i,u'* 

Mr. Laogton lias been plc;iw<l, at my reiguest, to 
fttvoiir tne wiili some [articdars of l>i\ Johnson's visit 
to Warley-cmnjv wJktc tliisffeotlemnn was at the time 
stationed as a Capt.-^in in llie Uiicoln^uit' militia, I 
sliall give them in his own words in a letter to me. 

•* It was in the fiuramcr of the year 177**> that lie 
cotnpUcd with my invitation to couie down to the Camp 
at Warlc}% and he staid with mc about a we«k ; the 
scene a|>|>eared. notwithHtunding a firnTat defn^'e of ill 
health that lie seemed to lalM>nr under, to intn^e^it and 
amuse him, a% agreeing with Dm* tli-^po^ilion thnt I Ike- 
licvcyou know ho constantly manifcHtcd towardi^ en- 
quiring into Bubjcctd of the military kind. Htf ante, 
with a imlicDt deforce of attention, to obHcrvc the pro* 
cccdiiif^ of a rcgitneutal court-unirtiAil, that Inippcut^l 
to bi! called, in thc> time of his stay with us; and otic 
ni^hl. as late oa at eleven o'elock, he accompantetl the 
Mt^or of the ix^imont in ^in^ wliat niv styled the 
Rounds, where he might oh^enc the forms of visiting 
the gunrds, for the seeing that they and their sentries 
an.' ready in their duty on their several posts. He took 
occu-sion ta convene at times on mditnry topicks, once 
in parttculan that I see the mention of, in your * Jour- 
nal of a Tour to the Hebrides/ which lies open before 
me,' at to frun-iKtwdcr : which he K|K>ke of to tlie same 
effect, In partf that you relate* 

' Thint £4iUoa, p. HI. 
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^ On Olio occasion, wlicn the regiment wrre gtnnp 
through their eSorcist^. Ik* wont quitf close to the men 
at one of the exlremitic* of it^ and watched all their 
pmcticcs iittcnlircly ; nnd, when he camo away, his 
remark \ra^ * The men indeed do load their mui^[uets 
and fire with wonderful celerity." He was likcwi^ 
piarticular in requiring to kaow what wan the vrcight of 
the muakut Imlls m ii^, and vt tthiEi what di>tiinoe they 
might be cxptrtcii to lake efluct ivhcn fired off. 

" In walking among the tents^ and observing the 
difference Iwtween those of the offiecrs and private men, 
lie said, that the superiority of ncconim*idation of the 
better conditions of life, to that of the inferiour niyes^ 
was never exhibited to him in so diistinct a view. The 
civitities paid to him in the camp were, from the genllc- 
mcn of the Lincolnshire re^ment, one of the offieers of 
which accommodated him with a tent in which he slept ; 
and fW>m Gcncnd Hnll, who very courleoiisly invited 
him to dine with him^ where he appeared to be very 
well jJcftsed with his entertainment, and the civilities 
lie reueired on tire (wirt of the General ; ^ the attenlion 
likewise of the General's uid-de-camp^ Captain Smithy 
seemed to be veiy welcome to him. as appeannl by thrir 
«igfl^ng in a great deal of discourse together. The 
gentlemen of the East- York regiment likewise, on being- 
informed of his coming, solicited his company at dinner* 
but by that time he had Jxxcd his departure, so that he 
could not comply with the invitation." 



'* TO JAMES BOSVTELLi ESQ. 



*t 



sm. 



" I HAVE received two letLeis from you, of whicli 
Uk second complains of the neglect showa to the 6rst. 

■ When I one dny at Caurt expreiued to (>encrd Hall my wn>e 
Oftke Kononr he had (lone my friecd, he jtc^Klcly UQfiWercd, "Str» 
IdldNvfMJf honour/' 
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Yoti must not lie your rriercls to Rich punctual corre- 
spondence. You Ikave all possible n^sumnces of my 
affection and esteem : and (liero ought to be no need uf 
raterAted pmle^siom. When it may hapjier llmt I can 
give yon i^itlK^r cr>unsel or comfort, I l»0|>e it will never 
Iiappen to me that T should neglect you ; but you muftt 
not think me criminal or cold> if I say notlunj; nben I 
liAve noihiofT to sny. 

" You arc now happy enough. Mi^. lk>s^vcll i-i re* 
coi'crcd ; and I con^i'atulate you upon the prolMbility 
of her long life. If general approbation will add any 
tfiiiiff to your enjoyment, I can tdl you that I Imvc 
ticaid you mentioned a-i a man whom €vcry body like$^ 
I think life has little more to gii'e. 

*• — ■- hoji gone to his rcgimait. He has laid 
down hiscoach, and talks of miikiug more contractions 
of hu expence: how he will succeed, I know uoL It 
15 difficult to reform a household gradually ; it may be 
better done by u $y^tem tofally new. I am afraid he 
has nlwnys something to hide. W'hirn wc pre^si^ him 
to go to ^^ ■ -y he obj^led the neoe^ity of attend- 
ing his navigation ; yet he coiiU talk of going to Aber- 
deen, a jilace not much nearer hia nangation. I believe 
be cannot bear the thought of living at ■ in a state 

of diminution; and tifap|xr&ting among the gtiitlemen 
of the neighbouriiood thorn of his b^ams. This l*) na- 
tural, 1>ut it n cowardly. What 1 told him of the in*- 
CTLasiDg cxpcDCC of a growing family, seems lo have 
struck him. He ctTtainly had gone on with very con- 
fusftl views, aud wc have, I think, shown htm that he 
is wrong; though, with the commrm ileficicncc of ad- 
visen, we have not shown him 1h>w to do right, 

** I wiih yoti would A little correct or rertrain your 
imagitifttion, and imagine that happiness, sueh as life 
admits may be had at other places a« well as Loudon. 
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WtthoLit asAcrttug Stoicum/ it may be said, tbat U is 
our business to exempt ourselves as much as we can 
from the power of external things. There ts but oiie 
solid b^isis of Imppinesi : nr<l Uuit U, the r^a^tonnlile hope 
of a happy fulnrily. ThU may he had every whei*, 

** I do not blame your preference to l^itdnn to other 
placid, for it \a realty to be preferred, if tbc choice is 
free; but few have the ehoicc of their place, or tJieir 
manner of life ; and mere plea^uix: ought not io he the , 
prime motive of action. 

** Mrs, ThraU\ [wwr thing, has a rianglUer. Mr. 
Thrale dislikes the times* hke the rest of us, Mrs. 
WilUams is sick ; Mrs. Ucsmoulins is poor. I have 
nilsL>rable nights. Nobody is well l>ut Mr. Levett. 
" 1 am, dear Sir, 
" Your most, &c- 
" London. July 5, I7;*t. " SaM. JoilSSDS " 

In the course of this year there was a difference 
between him and his frieiid Mr. Stralian : the ]>articu- 
iars of which it is imnecessary to relate. Their recon- 
ciliation tvas communicated to inc in a letter front Mr. 
Strahan in the following words : 

*' The notett I shewed you that past lietwcen him and 
mc were dated in March last. '! he matter lay dormant 
till July 37, when he wrote to me a$ follows : 



' SIR, 



' TO \l'It,1.IAM STHAlIAXy ESQ. 



• It would be *"cry foolish for us to continue 
stran^rs any longer. You can never by persistency 

* [[ BUBfiprt thnl thk w n mitpnni* And Ihat Johnson vrotc 
'- without nircclln^r StoicUcn : "—but the odgiiu] letter being burned 
in a mnsH of ptipen in Scoiland, I Uave not beca Mc to ascertain 
tvhcthcf my canji^cttirc h tVL-ll founded ot not. Tbc expn^^'^ion in 
the tcxE, ho\rever, may bcJubtlAcd. Mai-onb.] 
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make wrong right. If I reseiit^ too acrimoniously, I 
resented only to yourself. Nobody ever saw or heard 
wh«t I wrote, You saw that my anger was over, for 
in ft day or two I came to your house. I have Kiven you 
a longer time: and I hojie you have made w good use 
of it, &s to he no longer on evil terms with, ^r, 

■ Your. Aic, 

* Sam. Johxsok*' 



I 



" On this I called upon him : and he ha^ since dined 
with mc." 

After this lime, tlie wime friendship as fortnerly con- 
tinued Ijetwcen Dr- Johnson and Mr. Slrahan, My 
friend mentioned to me a little drcumsitnnce of his 
attention, which, though we may smite at it. must be 
allownd to have its frunidntion in a nice and true know, 
letlge of htimAu life. " WJien I urite ti> Sc^HUnd (&aid 
be,) I employ Strafaan to frank my letters^ that he mjiy 
have the consequence of appearing a Parliament-man 
among hi» countrymen." 

** TO CAPTAIN LV^NCTOK/ WAKLEV-CAMr. 
" D^IAR SIR» 

" Whes' I recollect how long ago I was received 
with so much kimlnesi ai Warley Common, 1 am 
ashamed that 1 have not made some eoquiries alter my 

" Pi'ay how many <t1ipep*stealers did you conWet ? 
aiul hov/ did you puui^li them ? Wlien are you to be 
cantoned in better habitations ? The air growa coldp 
and the ground damp. Longer stay in the camp cannot 

> Dr. JohnftCM Urn ■(ldr«M«B hi« wMihy rntoit, Bcnoel Langtofi, 
E*q. b)- IrUtitU lu Cnptnin of Uif LlnfolMhire miliEia, inwKich W 
hai «ince beta mo^t dt^cacdly nuwd 10 lUz fuk of Mi()or. 
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r Tje without much (lan^r to the health of the common 
men, ifevcn the officers can esoipe. 

** Yoii sec that l>r. Percy is now Dean of Carlisle; 
about five liundred a year, witii a power of pfxr^cnting 
him^lf to some good living. He is provided for. 

" The Session of the CriTfi is to commence with that 
of the pariiament. Afr. Banks desires to be adniitted; 
be will Im ti very liononrable acce^ion. 

" Did the Ki^g plcnsc you? The Coxhcath men, I' 
think, have »owv reason to complain : ReynoM^ ^ays 
your niinp is lietter than Ihc^ii's. 

" I hope you find yourself able to encounter this 
Keather Take care of your own health : and, as you 
can, of your men. Be pleased to make my compli- 
ments to all the gentlemen whose notice I Iiavc had^ 
and whooe kindoe^ I have experienced. 
" I am, dear Sir* 

*' Your most humble servant^ 

- OrtoSerSI. 1778. "* SaM. JoHKSON/* 

I wrote to him on the 18th of August, the 18th of 
September, and the 6th of November ; informing him 
of mj' having had another son born, whom I had called 
James : ^ that I had passed some time at Audiinleek ; 
that the Countess of Loiidtiun, now in her ninety-ninth 
year, was as fresh as when he saw her. and remembered 
him with re^jkect ; and that hU mother by adoption, the 
Countess of Eglintoune, had said to me, " Tell Mr. 
Johnson I love him excet-diagly ;" lluit I had again 
suflcTcd much fixim bad spirits; and that n^ it n'OA very 
'long Moce I heard from him, I was not a little uncovy. 

• Thi« WJD, wlio fttmngljr reaembleit hi» filher ia moit clinnic- 
temCic poinU, died Feb. 2^, of the pre&ent year, ifier a fev dap 
iHneia, at bi& dutmbcn in tbe Temple, He iris cdticjtted at Ox- 
fonl. A few months before bis death he tupenatendnl a new 
rifiiioii of Mr. MRlonc'a Shnlupearc. Zt vob oct. A.C, 
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The continuance of his regard fur liU frknd Dn 
Bumejr. appears from the fulLowing letters : 

* TO THr KRVKKKNn DR. WHEELER, OXrOAn, 

" Dk. Bcii>:xy. who brings this p^ipcr, is engaged 
in a History of Musick ; am! baring been told by Dr, 
Markham ofjiomc MSS. relating to bis subject, whkh 
aru in tlit* library of your ColI<^c, is desirous to examine 
Iheni, lie i:* my friend; and lIuTdbru I lake tlie 
liberty of entreating your favour and assisiiince in his 
enquiry: and can assure you, with gfrent confidence* 
that ir yon kw^v him lie would not M-ant any tnterrc- 
nient wolicitalioa to obtain the kindness of one who loves 
learmng and virtue as you love them. 

** I have Ijeen flatlcrinK myself all the summer with 
the hope of paying my annunl visit to my friends; but 
sonu'thing hus obstructed me : I stiU hope not to he 
long without seeing you, I should be glad of a little 
literary talk ; and gl/id to abow you» by iho frequency 
of my vis\t3, how ca^^crly I love il^ when you talk it 
** I am, dear Sir, 

*' Your mwft humble servant, 
- LonSm, NowmtKrS, J77B. " SaM. JOHNaON.** 

•* TO TH£ REVEREND Dl, £DWAKD^, OXrORD. 

" TitF- bearer, l>n. Burnev, hus hod some account 
of a Wekh Mnmiscript in the Itodlcian library, from 
which he hope* to gain aomc mntcrinU for his History 
of Miiiuck ; but being ignorant of the longuogCr u at a 
loss where to And dUMiftUnce. I make no doubt but 
ymi, Sir, can help him through his difficulties, and 
therefore take the liberty of reconirnending him to your 
lavourp as I am sure you will find iiim a man worthy of 
cucry dvility tltat cao be »hewo> and every benefit that 
can be conferred. 
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'* But we roust not kt Wdsh drive us from Gi-eek. 
What cames of XenojAon? * * If you do not like the 
trculile of publisliing tlie book, do uot lei your com- 
mtnlaries be lost ; contrive that they may be published 
sotnetvhcro. I aia> Sir, 

** Your humble serraut, 

•' London, Novo»b«T 2. 1779. " SaM. JOHS'SON," 

These letters procured Dr llumc)' great kindness 
nml friondty offices fi^om both of the*!e geiitknicn^ not 
only on that occasion, but in future viflit^ to the umver- 
sity. The same year l>r. Johnson not only wrote to 
Jo»cj)b Wnrton in favour of Dr. Burncy's youngest soDj 
who was \o l>c pljiccd in the college of WincJicslcr, but 
accompanied him wht^n he went thithei'. 

We sui^ly cannot but admire the benevolent exertions 
of lliis great and good mail, especially when we consider 
liow grievously he was afllictctt with bad health, and 
how iinccoifortable his borne was made by the perpe- 
tual Jamng cf tho«c whom he charitably accommodated 
under his roof. He has sometimes suffered ti)e to talk 
jocularly of his group of fi'malc^, and tall them his 
Seraglio, He thus mentions them, together with 
honest I^evett, in nae of bis IctteiH to Mrs. Thrate; 
" Williams hat^s evf ry hody; Lerett hntea DesmouVmSj 
and doe^ not low Wilhtims: DesmouHns hntes them 
both; VoW^ loves none of them." 



** TO JAMES noSWKLT^f ESQ. 
*' BEAU Sin, 

** It is indeed a long time since 1 wrote, and i 
think you have some reason to complain ; however, 

[1 > XtBophon^ Memorabilia, wilh nolca nnd vtrioui rending* by 
Dr. £dw(ir<!s, paitly priiitr J \a 1m> IJfc-timc, but publi«hcdt v^ith a 
Preface, by Dr, Otrcn, JTd5, A. C] 

* Mki CArmichsel. 
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you niu&t not let ^uiiill things duturb you> wlien you 
have sucb a fine addition to your Imppioe^ ta a iiew 
boy, &Jid 1 hope your lady's health restored by bi'inging 
him. It actrnii very probable tlial u little carc will dow 
restore her^ if any remains ui' her complaints arc left. 

" You sccra, if I understand j'our letter, to be gain- 
ing ground at Auchioledc, an incident that would give 
me great delight. 

" When any fit of aaxiety, or gloominess, or pemnrw 
nion of mind, Isty^ hold upon you^ inalcr it n nilc not 
to ptiblish it by complaints, liut exert )'our whole care 
to bide it ; by endeavouring to bide it, you will drive it 
away. Be always bu.-«y. 

*' 'i'lie Cll'k i« tu meet with the i>arUati>cnt ; we 
talk ot cUxting B^tuks, tlie traveller; lie will be a 
reputable member. 

"* Laflgton lia« been encamped witli Ills compaof 
of militia on Warlcy-cummoD ; I ^tpent five days 
ojnoDgst tbeoa ; he signalized himscU^ skA a diligent 
officiT, and has very high respect in the n^meaU He 
pre:>idcd when I w.i5 llicrc at a court-aiartial; he h now 
quarlen.-d in 1 Icrtfordsldrc ; tus lady and Uttlc ones an 
in Sa^tland. Faioli came to the camp, and commended 
the soldien- 

** Of myself I have no great matterfi to aay. my 
health i* not rcHtored, my iiight« are it^tle:^ and tedious. 
The bc»t aight tliat 1 have had these twenty years was 
at Fort- Augiiitiu. 

" I hope soon to send you a few lives to read* 
" 1 aiu, deur Sii, 

** Yotir mo^t afleciionatc, 

AiMnit this tioie the Ret . Mr. John I lusscy, who had 
been soioe time in trade* and utm then a clergjrman uf 
VOL. III. SB 
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the cburcb of Kngland^ being nbout to undertake a 
journey to Aleppo, and other parts of the East, which 
he accom[ilisht'd, Dr, Johnson, (who had long been in 
habits of intimacy with him,) honoured him with the 
following letter: 

*' TO Mil, JOHN HUSSEY. 
" DEAR SIR, 

" I HAVE sent you the * Grammar,' and have left 
Toil two books more, by which I hope to be remom- 
Wrcd : write my name in them ; we may pei'haps sec 
each other no more, you part with my good wi&bcs^ 
nor do I desipair of seeinp yon retiini. Let no op|ior- 
tiinities of vice rnrrn|it yon : h-t no hod example seduce 
you; let the hlindocss of Mahometans confirm you ia 
Christianity. God blets you. 

" I am, dear Sir, 
" Your affectionate humble servant, 
" December 29i 1778. *' Sa.M. Johnson " 

Johnson this year expressed ^reat satbfnction at the 
pubKcatioii of the firet voUjme of " Discourses to the 
"RoyrtI Academy," by Sir Joshua Reynfilds, whom he 
always considered as one of his literary school. MucIl 
praise indeed is due to tho»o excellent Discourses, 
which are so universnlly admii'cd, and for which the 
authour received from the Empress of Russia a gold 
snuir-bux, adonietl with hei' profile in bcs rcfi^t set in 
diamonds ; and cOTituinin^, wbxt is infmitely moii; valu- 
able, a slip nf paper, on which arc written with her 
Imperial Majesty's own hand^ the following words : 
*' Four le Chcoalier Reynolds en tctnoipiagt du con^^ 
tcntetueni que fat rasenticdta icclurc de *es excelkus 
4iscours sur la peintun" 

This year, Johnson gave the world a luminous proof 
ifaftt the vigour of bia mind in all its faculties, ^ hetber 
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memory, judgement, or imagination, wos not in the 
least abated: for this year caino out the first four 
volumes of his " Prefaces, biographical aud critical, to 
tht most emiuent of the EngUsii Poets," ♦ published 
by the booksellem of Ijondon* The remaining volumes 
came out in the year 1780* The Poets were selected 
by the several booksellers who had' the honorar>' copy- 
right, which is Ttiill piy^-served nmong thcni by mutual 
compact, notwithstanding the decision of tbe House of 
Lords again«t the perpetuity of Literary Property. We 
have hi;* own authority,* that by his rccommcndotion 
the poems of niackrnorv, Wntts, Potnfrct, and Valden^ 
were added to the coQeciion. Of this work I sJial] 
^[)eak more particularly hereafter. 

On the ^2d of January, I wrote to him on several 
tojiicks, and mentioned that as he had t>ef n ao ^ood as 
to |MTinit mc to have the proof sheets oC his " IJves of 
the Poets," 1 bad written to his ^rvant^ Francis, to take 
care of them for me. 



'* Mtt- BOSWELL TO DB- JOirNSON. 
" MV DEAR SIB, " KdinbuntB. feh.S, nr9- 

" (iABRIck's death is a striking event; not that 
we should be surprised with the death of any man, who 
haft lived sixty-two years;* but tkecause there was a 
vivacitjf in our late eelchmted friend, which drove away 
titc thoughts of death from any a5w>ciation with /iim» 
1 am sure you will lie tenderly affected with liis dcpur- 
lure ; ami I would wl»1i to hear from you upon the 

» Uft of W»iu. 

* [Oa Mr, ClArrick'&Monuncnt in LIchficM Cstlitdfal, he U imcl 
lo have dM, " 4gH 6i j-tvrv" Bat it m a niit^^ ind Mr. Ikawf II 
b perTccHy correct, (iBfridt vm tMptised mi HerefonL Feb, S8^ 
1716-17, and 4ied at hifl liovseiflbondoD, Jbd. 90, 1779- Th« 
iasccsracy of Upidiiy inwripdoM b tnM Loom. Mammmm*} 

aiis 
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stil^lcct. I wiu obliged to him in my days of eflcrve»- 
ccnce in London, when poor Denick was my guvc^niour; 
awl since ttiat time I rec^^ived iiiaur civUitics iVom him. 
l>o you reinf mber how iJeiisiiig it was, when J nxvived 
a letter from iiiin at Iiivenuy, upon our first return to 
civilized living after tmr Ilebridean joiirtioy, I shall 
alwoya remember hiirt wilhaflfection as well as ad mira lion. 

** On Saturday \asu l^eiog the 30th of Januury, I 
drank coOee and old port, and had solemn conversation 
with the Ileverend Mr, Falconer, a nonjurin^ bishop, a 
very learned and worthy man. l^Ie gave two toasta, 
which ynii Hdll beliere I drank with cordiality^ Dr. 
Samuel Johnson, and Flora Macdonald. I »at alxmt 
four hours vnth him, and it was really as if I had been 
lirin^ tn the la^t century. The Episcopal Church of 
Scotland, though faithful to tbc royal houAc of Stuart, 
)ias never accepted of aay cong6 tTiiirt^ since the Re- 
volution ; it is the only true episcopal Church in Scot* 
land, as it has its o^vn succession of bbtiops. For as to 
the epiicopal clergy, who take the oaths to the present 
government, they indeed follow the rites of the Church 
of Eofifland, hut, as Bishop Falconer observed, 'they 
are tioi EpUcopals ; for they are umler no bishop, ai a 
bishop cannot have authority beyond liis diocese/ Thia 
venerable ^^ntleoiaii did me the honour to dine with me 
yesterday, and lie hiid hh handxupon the he^ds of my 
little ones. Wo had a jjuod deal of curioui^ literary 
conversation, partaettlarly about Mr. Titomos Uuddiman, 
with whom he lived in j^at fnomlship. 

*' Any fresh instance of the uncertainty of life makes 
one embi'ace mure duM^ly a valuable friend. My dctir 
and much respected Sir, may Gon preserve you long in 
this worid while I am in it* I am over, 
** your much obliged, 

'* And affectionate humble servant, 

•• James Boswell." 
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Oil tlic 33d af February I wrote to him apain, com- 
plaining of lii^ silence, as I had heard he was ill, and 
had written to Mr Hirale for information conccroiaf 
him: and I announced my intention- of soon beinj; 
ii^atn in Loodcn. 

" TO JAUES BOSWEM., rSQ. 

" deah siRj 

" WllV sho;i)d you take sudi delight to make ii 
Irtislio, to write to Mr. Thrale that 1 am ncgli-ircn^iind 
to Franci« to do what ix ito verj^ iinneoes^aiy. TnniU% 
you may be surr, cored not about it ; and I shall ^pare 
Francis the trouble, by ordering a set both of the 
lives and Poets to dear Mrs* Boswcll,' in acknowlrdpc- 
inent of her inurnialadt^. Persuade her tu accept thciDt 
and acce[A tfiem kindly* It I thought she would receive 
them seomfully, I would send them to Sfiss Boswetl, 
who. I ho|)e, has vctnoneofher ammma'siU-will to me> 

" 1 would send s<:t^ of Lives, four volume«i, to some 
other friend:*, to I .ord Hailed fir^t. His second volume 
lies by my bed-aide; a book surely of great lalwur^ 
and to CTcry just thinker of ercat delight. Write 
me wfii-d to whom I shall send besides; would it 
jilease Loitl Anehinlcck? Mrs- Thralc waits in tbe 
coach. I am, dear Sir, &c. 
" Much 15. 1779. *" Sam. Johnson/* 

Thii letter crossed mc no the road to London, where 
I arrived on Monday, Alarch 15, and next morning at 
m late liour, found IJr JohnAon Siting over hiii tea, at- 
tended by Mn- De^moulins, Mr. Levctt^ and a ctergjr* 
man, who had come to submit some poetical {iJcce^ to 
bis rcviaioiK It U wonderful what a number and va. 
riety of writen, some of tjiem eren unknown to lum» 

He icfit a net rItgusUj bouid sail gill, which wa« rrcriftil m a 
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prevailed on his good-nature to look over their works, 
and RMf^gest corrections and improverocnts. My arrival 
intfTTuptcd, for a liHle while, the importnnt business 
of this true roprcscntativo of BaycR ; upon it* being n^- 
Isumodr I foiwd that the subject under immciliato oon- 
isideration was a tran^tion, yet in niDnu«criptp of the 
Carmtn Sccuhrt of Horace, whicli had Ibis year bccti 
set tu ti>u»ick, and performed as a publick eiitcrUin- 
iiieiiL ill Luiidi^n, fur theji^itil btrnefit of I^Iuitsieur Phi- 
lidor and Signor Baretti. When Jotinson had done 
reading, the uuthour aHkcd him bluntly, "If upon the 
vi'hole it n-fls a good trarislatiou ? ** Jolin:«on. \t'hose i^* 
gard for truth wa5 uncommonly strict, seemed to be 
puzzled for n moment, wliat answer tu ntake ; as he 
certainly could not honestly commend the performance : 
irith exquisite address he evaded the question thus, 
" Sir, I do not say that it may not be made n very 
good Iran sLnt ion.'* Here nothing whatever in favotir 
of the perforrnanci* was afTirmed, and yet the writer 
was not shocked. A printed '* Ode to the Wariikc 
Genius of Britain," came next in revievr ; the bard was 
a knk bony figure, with abort bbick bair; be was 
writhing hini^df in ngitation, while Johnson redd, and, 
shewing hia Itelh iti ai grin of cameMnc^s, cschimed ia 
broken »eiiU;nccs» and iu a keen sharp tone, ^ Is that 
ry, Sir? — Is it Pindar?" JonxsoN- "Why, Sir, 
there is here a great deal of what is called pt>ctr)' " 
Then, turning to me, the poet cried, " My muse has 
not been long upon the town, and (pointing to the Ode) 
it trembler under the hand of llie gi^at crilick," John- 
Son in a tone of dispIea^uiT, a.sked bim, *' Why do you 
praixe Anson? " I did not trouble him by asking his 
reason for tbi* question. He procoederi, " Here \a an 
errotir. Sir ; you have made Genius feminine/' — '* Pal* 
pabte, Sir ; (cried the enthusiast) 1 know it. But (in 
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a lower lone) it was to pay a compliment to the Du- 
chess of Devonshire^ with which Iter Grace was pleased* 
She lit waiting across Coxhcatli, in the milit&r)' um- 
form, and I suppose her to lye the Genius of Jlritain.'* 
Johnson. '* Sir, you are giving a reason Tor it; but 
that will not laakc it right. You may have a reason 
why hvo and two should make five ; Imt ihey will still 
make IniC four." 

Althougli I wats several l!ine« with him iu thecoune 
of the following days, such it ftccnu; wei'e my occupa- 
tions, or stieh my negligence, that I hnve prc^rved no 
memorial of his ctmvcri^atioii tiU Friday, March SC, 
when I visited him. lie a^id he expected to be at- 
tacked on account of ht* " Lives of the Poets," " Mott"- 
ever (said he) 1 would rather be attacked than unno- 
ticed, lor the wor^t thing you cun do to an uuUiour 
M to be silent as to his works. An assault upon a town 
is a 1>ad thin;;^ hut titaningit is still woi'sc; an assault 
may be un^uca'&sful, you way have more men killed 
than you kill; but if you slanrc theloun^ youaresure 
of victory.'* 

Talking of a friend of ours associating with jTcrsons 
of ver^- discordant princijiles and characters ; I said he 
WAS a very nnivcmal man, tjuite a man of the world. 
JoiissoN. " Ycs» Sir; but one may l>e so much u man 
of the world, OS to he* nothing in the world. I#cnicni- 
bei^ a puaMg^ in Gold^aiiths ' V^icar of WdkcficJd** 
whidi he was aAerwarJs fool enough to expuiij^. ** I 
do not love t man who is zealous for nothing." Bo!i- 
WKLl-- " That wa^ a fine passage/" JoHNsoK, "Yes, 
ttiere was another fine |>u5sngc too, which he 

ick out : ' When I was a young man, being anxious 
todistinguijih myself, I was per[kctually starting new 
pro[>o«ition5, Ilut I soon gave this over; for^ I found 
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that gciterally what wm new was false/ '^ I said I did 
not like to sit with people of whom I had not a ^ood 
opinion, Johnson. " But you mv^ net indul^je your 
delicacy too much ; or you will be u iHc-d^tHc man all 
your life." 

During my stny in London this spring, 1 find 1 was 
unaccountably nf^gligt^nt in presprving JohnitonN s%y~ 
in^, more so than at any time whon I vas happy 
encni^h to h&ve an opporttinity of hem'tng his wbdom 
and n it. Thci% is no help for it now. I must content 
myself with presenting such soaps as I have. But I 
am nevertheless Rshamed and vexed to think how mudi 
has been lost- It is not that there was a bad crop thia 
year; but that I was not sufficiently careful in gather* 
ing it in. I, therefore, in some instances, can only 
exhibit a few detached froginenls. 

Talking of the wonderful cnnccalmeut of the anthour 
of the celebrated letters signed Junius; be said, ** I 
should have believal Burke to be Junius because I 
know no man but Biirkc who is tajiabte of writing these 
letters ; htit Rurke s[>nntanennsly denied it to me. The 
cmse would have been different, bnrl I luk^ him if be 
was the suitbour ; a man so questionod, as to nn anony- 
mous puMicntion. may think he hus a right to deny it.** 

He obsePTcd that his old friend, Mr. Sheridan, had 
been honoured with extmordiimry attciitlou in hi!* own 
country, by having had an exception made in his favour 



^ [Dr, Burncy. in a note introtluccd m u former pn^i:. hiu men- 
tioned ihi« circumstaitco, concerning Gnldhmith, on communioKtcd 
10 him by Dr. Jobnnnn ; not rrcoll(:cting that it occurreJ hcrr* 
Hi?i rrmnrk, however, i> not wholly auperfiuous as It mcvrlaini 
that the words wbicli Goldumiih hnd put Into the mouth of a ficiJiuiuft 
cbaruicT in *' The VIcat nf Wnkc5cld," und which, i* "^ lea-ni 
from Dr. Johnson, he aftcrvvftrdi expunged, rclaied^ like Ennny 
other paaaxiLgcii in his Novel, lohinudf. Malohk.] 



JBua. 70,] 



Dr. JOHKSOK 



377 



in an Irish Act of Partiaincnt concerninj; insolvent 
k4ebtor$. *' Thus to be nng^lcd out (said he) by a le^* 
Isturt, as an object of jyuhlic connidcration and kindnoss^ 
h a {iTDof of no common niprit." 

At Strpfithnm, on Mumlny, Mnrch 29, nt InV'Akriist, 
he mftintitined thiit a fhther had no right to controol 
I the inclitmtiom of his dmit-htcr in mnrriagc. 

On Wcdnesda}-, Afarch :J1, when I vintcd him, and 
confeic^ an excels of vrhirli I had very eiddom been 
gaVtyi that I had spent a whole night in playing at 
cnrds, and that I could not lcw>k back on it willi »atis* 
Action: instead of a har^h animadvennon, he mildly 
Mid. * Alas^ Sir, on how few things am we !ook back 
withattJ^Tactton." 

On Thurwiav, April 1, ho commended one of the 
Duke« of Dcvomhirc for "a dogged vemcity."^ lie 
said too, ** London is nothing to some people; but to a 
jBttn whose pleasure is intellectual, Ixindon is the \Aacc, 
And there is no place where economy can be so wcU 
practised as in t>jndon : more con I*c had here for the 
nonc^t *ven hy ladies, than any where else- You can- 
not piny tricks with your fortune in a »mall place ; you 
must make an uniform appearance. Here a lady may 
have wcll-fumished apartments, and elegant dress^ 
without any ment in her kitchen-^ 

T was amused by cuitsiderinf^ with how much tmt 
and coolness he oHild write or talk to a friend, exhort- 
ing him not to su|>po5e that happiness woi not to be 
round as well in other places as in l/mdon; when h» 
himself was at nil times senrible of its hein^. com^uira- 
tively speaking, a hearen upon earth. Tlie truth it, 
that by those who from s^igncily, attention, and ex- 
perience, have leamt the full advantage of London, its 
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pre-cminciice over every other |>lacc, not only for va- 
riety of enjoyment, but for comfort, will be felt with a 
jihiloMiphical cxbltftlirjii. The frctxiom from remark 
ajid petty censure, ivitli which life may be passed there, 
is a circumfiiance which a man who knows the teaming* 
restraint ot a narrow circle must rdtsh highly. Mr 
Burke, uhose orderly ;ind amiable dame^tick habits 
might mftkc- the eye of observation leis irksome to him 
than to most men, stid once very pleasantly, in my 
hearing, " Though I have the honour to represent 
Bristol, I ?ihoiil(l not like to live there } I Klioiild Itc 
oblij;;cd to Lc so much tif/ou My good tchavioar.'* In 
Lft>ndon, a man may live in s{Jendid socicly at one time* 
and in A-u;^al rvlircment at anuthLT, without animad- 
version, 'i'here, and there alone, a man's own bou^ 
is truly his castlt^ in which he can he in perfect salety 
from intrusion whcne\'er he pleases. 1 never shall for- 
get how well Ibis was expressed to me one day by Mr. 
Bleynell: "The chief advantage of London (said he) 
is, that a man is always so utar his burr&w** 

He said of one of his old aajuaintauces, " He is very 
fit for a travelling govemour. He knows French very 
well. He is a man of good principles ; and there would 
he no danger that a young gentleman should catch his 
manner; for it is so very bad, tlial it miut be avoided. 
In that respect he would 1k' like the drunken Helot." 

A gentleman has informed me, that Jubn>o» ^aid of 
the saine person, " Sir, he has the most invcrUd an* 
derslaiidiiig of any man whom I have ever known." 

On Friday, April ^, being Gciod-Friday, I visited 
him in the morning as usual; and finding that we in-* 
sensibly fell inlo a train of ridicule upon the foibles of 
one of our friends, a vcrj' wwthy man, I, by way of a 
check, quoted some -^ood admonition from " The 
Government of the Tongue;' that y^ry pious book* 
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It happened al»o rcmai^cably cnouglit ilmt the subject 
of the sermon preadied to us to-day by Dr Btirrows, 
the rector of St, ClemcDt Danes, was llic certainty tliat 
at the huit day we must give an account of '* the deeds 
done in the t>ocly ; ** and amongst various nct^ of culpa- 
hility he mentioned evil-jcpt*akiiig. As we wero mov- 
ing dowly along in llw^ crowd from church, Johnson 
joggrd my elbow and said, ** Did you attend to the 
sermon?" — " Yes, Sir, (said I,) it n*as very applicable 
to w," I Ic, however, stood upon the defensive. •* Why, 
Sir, the sense of ridicule 19 given ui*, and nmy be lawv- 
fully used* The authuiir of ' Tbr; GuvcrunHrnt of the 
Tongue* would hAve us treat all men alike.** 

In the interval between morning and evening ser- 
vice, he cndcavouricd to employ himself cnniestly in 
dcvuiional cxcivise; and, as Ik* ha^i menlioiied in his 
•* Prayers and Meditations,** * gave me ** Jxs FtmicM 
dc PtfJcAff/r that I might not intcnoipl biin. I pre- 
serve the book with reverence. His presenting it to me 
is marked u|H>n it with his own Imnd, and I tiave fuund 
in it a mily divine unction. We went to church again 
in the Jiftemnon, 

Oft ^iturday, April 3, T vLnted him at night, and 
found Iiim sitting in Mrs. Williams's room, with her, 
and one wlic he ol\erwarcl» told me wo» a natural son ^ 
of the teooiid Lord Southwell, The tabic had a sin* 
gnlar ap|)Garana-t being covered with a heterogeneous 
as^mblage of oysters and porter for hU company, and 
ten for himself. I mentioned my having heard an emi- 
nent physician, who was himself a Christian, argue in 
favour of universal toJeriLtioD, and maintain, tbat no 

* Pofc« ITS. 

' ^Mf. MauritJu bovvr, a (ninlcr, in whoic ^vour JobotOOt 
tocne fTftn tfic-rwunk, wrote a kind UUer to Sir Jo»liaa It«]nio1ilt. 

Mamws.] 
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man cauld be hurt by another mmis diflfenng' from him 
Id opiniou. Johnson. '^Sir. you are toacei-tain de* 
gree hurt bv knowing that even one man docs not 
believp." 

On K«stor-day, iiftpr solemn servire at St. PauV^, I ' 
dined with him: Mr, Alkn Uie printer was aUo hist 
guciit. He was uncommonly silent ; and I havi* not 
written iown nny thing, except a single curious fact, 
which, having the ntiiictton of his inflexiUc veracity, 
may be rctxivod oa a striking instance of humtiu inicn- 
sibllity and inconwderaiion. As he wbs pasising by a 
£tshinongcr w^io was skinning an eel alire, he hcaid 
him " curse it, iK^cause it would not Jye fttiU." 

On Wednesiky, April 7, I dined with him at Sir 
Joshua Rejnolds's. I have not marked what conipftny 
wa5 there. Johnson iiaran^^ued upon the qualities of 
different liquors ; and spoke n^ilh g^reat contempt of 
daf0t,a5 so nejik^ that " a man tvould be dro^med by 
it ht?f<)rc it madD hitn drunk." He was persiia^led to 
drink one glass of it, that he might judg^, not fmni re. 
collection, which might he dim, but from inimedinte 
sensation, lie shook his lie&d, and said, ** Poor stu/T! 
No, Sir, claret is the lifjuor foi' hoys: port for men ; 
but he who iwpiix*> Vj lie a hero (smiling) murt drink 
brandy. In the fivat phicc^ the fhivouv uf brandy is 
mofit gratoful t*) the palate; and then brandy will do 
soonest for a man what drinking can do for him. There 
ait, indeed, few who are able to dnnk brandy. That 
is a power rather to be wished for than attained. And 
yet, (proceeded he) as in all pkasurc hope is a cooa- 
derahte {lart, I know not but fruition comes too qukk 
by bramdy. Florence wine I think the worst; it b 
wine cnly to the eye ; it is wine neither while you arc 
drinking it, not after you have dnink it: it neither 
pleases the taste, nor exhilarate? the spirits" I re- 
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minded hint liow Iieaitjlj^ he and I used to drink wiae 
tc^Uier, whm wc were first acquainted ; and hov I 
uKCd to have q bcailache alter silting tip willi him* 
He did not Uke lo have tliis recalM. or, i>erhajis, think- 
ing tlut I boAHted improperly^ revived to have a witty 
stroke at me ; " Nay, Sir, it wa^ not tlie wine that mode 
your head ache* hut the sense that [ put into it." Bos- 
WEMx " What. Sir ! will sense make tfie head sclie ?"* 
JOUNSUK. *' V«, Sir, (with a smile) when it U not 
lued to it." -No man who haa a Iriit" relish of plea^ 
«antry (TOuld be offended at thifi; especially if Johnson 
in a long intimacy had given him nrpeatt-d proofs of his 
regnrd and good ealimation. I used to say* that aa he 
hud ipvi-n mv a thousand pound;! in praise, he liad a 
good ri^ht now and then iv take a i^uinea from ine. 

On TJiuraday, April », I dined with him at Mr Allan 
Ramsay *gi, with Lord Graham and some otlier company. 
We talked of Shakspeart-'switdir*. JoHNiON, " They 
are bein^ of his own creation; they are a compound 
of malignity and mennne^ without any abilities : and 
aiv quite different from the Italian magician, ^iog 
James says in hin < Djemonology' ' Majpcianii command 
the devils : witchoa are their servants/ The ItaliaQ 
magiciana aru elegimt beings." Kamsav. " Opera 
witches not Drury-hme witches*'*^^ohDwn olnervMU 
thfit nhililieft migtit ite t^mployeil in a narrow sphere, as 
in getting money, which he ftaid he t>clicvecl no man 
CObld do, without vigorous part^, though concentrated 
tD a poinL RaM»ay. '^ Yc^, hkc a vlfoog horse in a 
mill : he pulb better," 

Lord Gratiam, while he praised the beauty of l^och- 
lomoodt on the bank^ of which U his family seat, com- 
plained of the cUmate, and said he could not bear it* 
Johnson. " Nay, my I.<ord, don't talk so: yeu maj 
bear it wcU enough. Vour anoestoct have bone it 
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and OcnLtclak, wlitch havinj^ made mudi noise at the 
time^ I think U proper, in ortler to preveni any future 
imsrepresontntion, to give a minute account of it. 

In tiUking ot Hackman, Johnson argtied, as Judge 
Btackstonc had done^ that his being fumi5hcd witJi 
two pistols wns a proof thnt he meant to shoot two 
persons. A!r, Beaudcrk said, '* No; for that every 
wise man who intended to :Jioot hini^Jf. t-^Nik two pis* 
tots, that he might be sure of doing it at once. Lord 
■ '?» cook shot himself with one pii^tol, 
and lived ten days in great agony. Mr, — who 

loved buttered muffin-s but durst not eat them because 
they dUagTee<l with his Htomach, resolved to stioot him* 
9elf ; and then lie cat three Imttcrcd mufEn.^ for break- 
last, before sliocting himself^ knowing that lie should 
not be troubled wilh itidigestton ; fic Itud two charged 
pastob; one was found lying charged upon t)ie table by 
him, after he had shot himself with the other."* — 
^ VVgII^ (said Johnson with an axr of triumph,) you see 
here one piMol was sufficient" Beauclerk replied 
smartly, ** Because it hapjwned to kUl him." And 
either then or a very little afterwards, Ijeing piqued at 
Johnson's triumphant remark, added, '* Tim i* what 
you don't know, and I do." There was then a cessa- 
tion of the dispute 1 and some minutes intervened, 
during w)iich> dinner and the glass went on cheov 
fully ; when Johnson suddenly and abruptly exclaimed^ 
" Mr. Beauclerk, tiow came you to talk so peluhintJy 
to mc> as * This is what you don't know, but what I 
kBow ?• One thing /know, which you don't seem to 
know, that you are very uncivil^ BeaUclkke. " Be- 
cause you begBxi by being urtcivil, (which you always 
■re.)" 'I'hc words in parentlieses were, I beiiere* not 
beard by Dr. Johnson. Here again there was a cessa- 
tion of arms, Julmson told me, Uiat the reason why 
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lie waited at Crst soioc time witJjout Uikin^ any notice 
of wbntMr. Ucauclcrk said» was because he was t)iiiU&- 
int; whethei' he should resent it. Uut when he consi- 
dered that there were present a young Lord and an 
eminunl traveller, two men of the worIcK with whom he 
bad never dined bcfurc, he was apprehen^ire that they 
mis}M think they had a ri^ht to take sucli liberties 
with hiai OS Beauclerk diil« and thcrefoi-e resolved he 
would not let it pass : adding^ *" tliat be would net ap- 
pear a coward/' A httle while afu^r Ihis^ Die convep- 
sation turned on tlie violence of llackman's temper* 
Johnson then said, " It was his boiiincs^ to cofmptond 
his temper, aa mr friend, 3{r. Boiiuclcrk, sliouki hare 
done some time a^/' Bcaucl&bk. " I shouid Icom 
of yew* Sir-" Johnson. " Sir* jou have gitcn mc 
opportunities enough of learning, when 1 have been in 
ifour comjiany. No man loves to be treated with cqe^ 
tempt." Hkacclerk. (with a polite inclination towarda 
Johnson) " Sir, you liaveknown me twenty years, and 
however I may have treated others, yoa may be sure 
1 could never treat you with contempL" Johnsom* 
*' Sir, you have said n»ore than was necessary/' Thus 
it ended : and Beaiidcrk':^ coach not harin^ come Toe 
him till very late. Dr. Johnson and another gentleman 
gat with him a kjng time afler the rest of tlie corapanj- 
were ^onc \ and he and I dined at Beauclerk's on the 
Saturday sL^nnigbt fcllowinf^, 

Aflcr tbb tempest had subaided, I recc^ect the fol*- 
lowiug [larticulars of hi^ conversation ; 

" I am always for getting a boy forward in hii 
learning ; for that i^ a ^ure good. 1 would let him at 
first read any KngUsh book which liappetus to engage 
his attention ; because you have doae a great deal, whea 
you have brought him to have cntcrtoiDinenl Eron A 
bwjk. iie'll get better boo|i5 i^Q^wutb /' 
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• Mallet, I believe, never wrote a sinylc line of hU 
projected life of the Duke of Marthf>rpugh- He gmped 
for material ; and thought r^ U, Irll he had exhiiiixted 
his mind. Thuf it Hometimea hap|>eiis that men entan* 
glc themselves in tlieir own schemes." 

** To be OTOtrodicted, in order to force you to talk is 
mighty uQplcasing, You jArne, iitdml ; but it is liy 
being ground" 

or a gentleman who made some figure among the 
Literati of his time, {Mv. Ftt7-herbcrt,) besaid, " Wliat 
minence he had was by a felicity of manner : he had 
no more leamiDg than what ho could not hcljO 

On Saturday, April 24, I dined with him at Sir 
Beauclerk's. with Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr, Jcne^ (af* 
terwards Sir William,) Mr. Lancton, Mr. Slce^-ens, Mr. 
Paradise and Dr. Higgin*. I mentioned that Mr. 
Wilkes had attacked Garrick to me, as a man who had 
no friend, JniiXJiov. '• I bdieve he is right. Sir. 
O' fiX**, ow p»x«c — He hftd friends, hut no friend.* 
Garrick waa ao diffufled, lie had no man to whom he 
wished to unbo<3K>m himself. He foiimt people always 
ready to applaud hitn, and that alwayv for the came 
thing: so he saw life with great imiformiiy." I took 
upon me for oria% to figtit with Goliath'^ weaiJon*. and 
play the sophist. — ** Garrick did not need a friend, its 
he got from every body all he wanted. Wliat is a 
friend ? One who supports you and eomfort* you, 
while otbem do not. Friendship, you know, Sir{i» the 
cordial drofn * to make the nau^ous draught of life go 
down :' but if the draught he not nauseous, if it he all 
sweet, there w no occasion for Ihnt drop" JoHvsny, 
" Many men would not he content to live «a I hope 
I tbouU not. They would wish to hare an intjinate 

* S^ p^ S9d of iMi *«i add vol. i. p. im 
VOL, in. 2 C 
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friend, with whom tliey might compare minds, and 
chemh private virtues," One of the company men- 
tioned I^rd Che^terfteldj as a man who had no friend. 
JoHXsox. " 'J'licre were more materials to make friend- 
ship in Garrick, had he not been so difiused." Bott- 
wEhL. "* Gorrick was pure gold, but beat nut to thin 
U'nf, I^rd ChcstL*rfield was tinwl." .ImixsoK. " Gar- 
rick wft< ft vrrjr good man, the chct-riulest man of fais 
age ; a decent liver in a profession which is supposed to 
give indulgence to liccptiousncss ; and a man who gave 
uwftj' fi^ccly, money acquired by himself. JIc bcgab 
the wvv\t\ with a grciit hungtrr fur motley; the son of a 
half'pay officer, bred in a famiJy whose study was to 
make four-pence do as much at oUiers made four-peoce- 
halfjienny do. But, when he had got money, he wa» 
very lilwraL" I presumed to animadvert on his eulogy 
on Carrickp in hi» " Lives of tlic Poets." " You sty* 
Sir, hi:: death eclipsed the gaiety of natioos." John- 
son. *' I could not have said more nor less. It is the 
truth : eciipstti, not txlhtguUhfd ; and )iis death itid 
eclipse ; it waa like a »torm." BoswELL. *' But why 
oations? Did his gaiety extend further than his own 
nation ?" Johnsox, " Why* Sir, ^ome exaggeration 
must be aUoived. Bcfides* nattona may be said — if wc 
allow the Scotch to be a nation, and to have gaiety,^ 
which they have not. You are an exception, though. 
Come, gentlemen, let us candidly admit that there is 
one Scotchman wlio is cheerful/* Beacclerk, " but 
lie is a very unnatural Scotchmfln." J, however, con- 
tinued to think ^e compliment to Garrick hypcrboli- 
cally untrucn Ilis acting had cvased some time lefore 
hi i death ; at any rate he had acted in Ireland but a 
flhort time, at an early period of im life, and never in 
Scfilland. I ohjecled also to what aj>pears an anti* 
climax of praise, when contrasted with the preceding 
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panegyjickt — *' and diminUhed the publick stock of 
barinlcss pleasura!"^" l^not harmkss pleasure very 
tame?" Johnson. ** Nny, Sir, harmless iJeasurc is 
the highest praise. Pk^isurc h a word of dubious im- 
port ; pleasure is in general dangeroitSf and |>en]iciuV9 
to virtue; to be able therefore to fumi^b pleasure that 
is harmless, pleasure pure and unalloyed, is as ^at a 
powLT a* man can poss<^*s-" This was, perhspit, as in- 
genioLui a defence as could be made ; still, however^ I 
woA not satisAcd. 

A celebrated wit being mentioned, he said* " One 
may say of hini us wiia Mtid vS u Trench \%i(, // ri'a dc 
t'c4pnt yiw cotttrc Dieu, I Iwve been several times in 
cooipan}' with hitn, but iwver |»erceivcd any strong 
poii'cr of wit. He produces a general effect by varioua 
mi-aiis^ lie has a chceHiJl cnuntuiancc and & gay voice. 
Besides his trade is wit- It would be as wild in bim to 
come into company without mei-rimeitt, as for a high* 
wayman to take the road without his plstob." 

Talking of the cfli^ts of drinking, he said, " Drink- 
ing may be practised with gn^at prudence; a man who 
exposes himself witon ho is intoitcatcd» hns not the art 
of gating drunk; a sober man who happenn occasion-* 
ally to get drunk, readily enough goes into a new com- 
pany, which a man who has been drinking sliould 
never do. Stich a man will undertake any thing; he 
is without skill in iucbnatioti. I usnl tu slink humu 
when I bud drtmk tuu niutli. A man accustuuKtl tu 
self-examination will be conscious when he is drunk* 
though an habitual drunkard will not the conscious of iu 
I knew a physician, who for twenty years was not 
sober; yet in a pamphlet, which he wrote upon fevers^ 
lie a|)))ealcd to Gotrick and me lor his vindictttiott from, 
a thaixc nf drufikeniir^iK. A bookseller (naming Kim) 
wlw got a huge fortune hy trade* wo^so bobituoliy atKl 
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equably drunk, that his most intimate friends never 
perceived that he was more sober at one time than 
another" 

Talking of celebrated and successful irregular prac- 
ttsers in physick, he said, ** Tajlor ' was the mmt tg. 
norant man I ever knev, Tnit uprightly; Ward, the 
dullest. Taylor challenged me o«ce to talk T,ntin with 
him ; (laughing.) I quoted somo of Horace, which he 
took to be a part of my ovrn speech. He snid a few 
words well enough." BEACctXBK. " I remember. 
Sir, you miJ, that Tiivlor was an instance how far Im- 
podena* (wu!d carry ignorance," — Mr. Beauclerk was 
TCfy entertaining this day* and told m a number of 
short stories in a lively elegant manner, and with that 
air of the worlt!^ which has 1 know not what impix-ssive 
effect, as if there wei'C something moi% than i*& expressed, 
or than perhaps wc could perfectly understand. As 
Jobn<ion and I accompanied Sir Joshua Reynolds in his 
coach, Jdhnson said, ** There is in BenurJerk a pT^domi- 
nance over hi^ company^ that one docs i»ot like. But 
he is a man who hnA lived lo much in the work), that 
he has a short story on every occasion ; he is nlwaiys 
rcndy to talk» and is never exhausted." 

Johnson aod 1 |>assed tlic evening at Mise Rcynolds'a, 
Sir Joshua's sister. I mentioned that an eniiitenl frit^nd 
of ours, talking of the common remark, that aflTcction 
descends, said, that " this was wisely contrived for the 
preservation of mankind; for which it was not so dc- 
cetsary that there should be affection from diildrcn to 
parents, as from parents lo children ; nay, there would 
be no harm in Uiat view though children should at a 
certam age eat their parents." Johnson. " But> Sir, 
if tliis were known generally to be the case^ parents 
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would not have afKection for children." Qoswelu 
" True, Sr; for it is in expectation of a return that 
parents arc so attentive to tlicir chUdrcn ; and I knoir 
a very pretty in^ttance of a little girl of whom her father 
WBs rciy lend, who onoi^ wh4?n be wa^ in « tuel^nchol/ 
fitf and had gone to bed, persuaded him to rise in good 
humour by saying, * Afy dear papa» pIcMue to get up^ 
and let me help you on with your cbthcs, that I may 
learu to do it when you are an old man/" 

Soon after this time a little iiicideiit occurred, which 
I will not suppress, because I am dei^imus that my work 
should be, as much as is consistent wiUi tht* strictest 
truth, an antidote to the fal^ and injurious notions of 
bis character, m*hich have been given by otliers, and 
therefore I infuse cvi-ry drop of genuine sn'Cctncss into 
my biograpliical cup. 

" TO DB. JOHSSOK. 

** MY DEAR 811, 

** I AM in great pain with on inflamed foot, and 
obliged to keep my bed, »o am prevented from having 
the pleasure to dine at Mr. Ramsay's to-day, which is 
very hard ; and my spirits are sadiy sunk. Will you be 
so friL-ndly as to come and «t an hour with mc in the 
evening. I am ei'er 

•" Your most faithful, 

" And aifecticimtc humble servant, 
" S*Hii>i-AoAl«v-4trect, ** JaMKS BosWTELL.'* 

Moadfty, April ^ 

** TO MH, BOSWt:Lt. 

•' Mr. Johnson laments the absence of air. Boa- 
we]l> and wiQ come to him." 
'* Harltx-itrttl-" 

lie came to roc in the evening, and brought Sir 
Joshua Reynolda, I need scarcely say, that their con-* 
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vernation, while they sat by my l>ec!9idc, was the most 
plt-Asing^ opiate to paiD that could hare been adminis- 
tered, 

Johnson being now hettCT drnpocEd to obtain inform* 
ntion cooceminff P^»|io thnn he was last year,** sent by 
me to my Lord Marchmont> a present of those volumes 
of his '' Lives of the Poets," which were at this time 
puMifthcd, with a K^qucst to have pci'mission to wait on 
him ; and his Lord!<hip» who had called on him twicc> 
obligingly uppoiulcd Saturday, tlie first of May, for re- 
ceiving us. 

On that morning Johnson came to me from Streat- 
ham, and, after drinking chocolate, at General Paoli's, 
in Soulh-Aiidlej-sti'cet, wc proceeded to Lord Afarch- 
mont'* ill Curzon-strecl, His Lordship met us at the 
door of his library, and with jjreat politeness said lo 
Johnson, " I am not going to make an encomium upon 
fnyftelj\ by telling you the high respect I have for you^ 
Sir," Johnson wn*! r^rreilin^ly coiii'teou^; and the 
interview, which lasted about two yours, during which 
the Earl communicated hts anecdotes of Pof>e| was oa' 
ogrccnblc as 1 could have wished. AVhcn wc cnmc out, 
1 said to Julmsun, that, consaderinG: his Lordship's civi- 
lity, I should have been vL'xed if he had again failed to 
come" " Sh', (said he») I would rather have given 
twenty pounds than not have come.*" I accompanied 
Jiim to Streaiham, where we dined, and relumed to 
town in the evening. 

On Monday, May 3, 1 dined with him at Mr, Dilly's ; 

I pressed him this day for hi:i opinion on the passage 

in Paniell, concerning which I had in vain questioned 

him in several lellei's, and at length obtained it in due 

Jbrm pf faw> 

* Seep. 340 ortliift toIudc 
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Case for Dr. Jon7«soN*$ Opinioa; 

3d of May, 1779- 

'*PaRKell, in his 'Hermit/ hss Ihe foUowinp 

passage : 

' To d««r thU iknibl, to knew 1h« world b^' uglil, 
' To find UifOokM and ive^ini report it right i 
' (For ytt hy nKtimt 4/onir ihe worid hr know, 
' WhOBie fcti fmm« wftndriQ^ o'er ihc nighily dev.)' 

'Is there not a contradiction in its l>eing Jirst »up|)i>»ed 
that the Hermit knew io/A what hooks mid suuiiis re* 
ported of tlie world ; yet afterwards said, tliat he knew 
it by swmr\% alontf 

*' / ihhik it an inaccuractf.-^Hc mentions tiro 
•* ifutructor^ in (hc/trM Unc, and stitf4 he had oftly 
"rac in themxtr'* 

Hiis evening I set out for Scotland, 

« " I tlo not {$M Mr. MftlootJ !«« amy difficulty in this ptsufie, 
ftnd mtndcr thtt Dr Jolin»oa abould hive nclnowlcilgcd it to be in* 
tiiiuiait. The Hcrsiil, it«ljouTJ be ol>»Cfvc(J, bml EK>mctua1 cx^ri* 
cacc of the worid whatsoever : all hU knowledge concerning it l^od 
b**n obtainH in iwow»yt: from Aocti, nnd from the rt^ttfioni of 
ihcBf country nruiiu, who had seen a Ultle of tt. Tht ploia raean- 
ing. iberelbre, is, ' To d«tr hn doubtn conccrniof Proridonctr ifid 
to ohtnin Kimt hoowledgt of the world by aeiuat cxpcrcocv ; to iM 
whcllivr the Kcovnl* fumUhrd by boL>k«. or by the oral conmuai- 
CUiofw df «wiuni, were ju^i n.-pmenuittuiw of it ; [I tsj rwaiits,] for 
bis onl ov tit^ t<o<« Uformoiion KaJ been obtained Tron that p%n of 
nfefikiad aCojm, fite, T%9 word o^m# hcr« do«« not nrUte to ih« 
wbote of the prccediog line, ma liftt been lUfipoted, but bf a common 
licence, to the wordii'-^A/f nMiIrn/, which ore understood, ftikd of 
iihidi it i« rMrictiTc/' 

Mr, Mfllofitt it BU>t br owned, hm ibewn nuch critical ingenuity 
iQ bit cxptftiutioo of thki ]»wsage. Hn mtetpretat^n, boweivr, 
■eeaM to mc much Um recoodiie. The rngtating of the poMa^e itujr 
b« r«rl4io enough; but Hisrtty the enprcKion ii eoafive^ md 9mt 
p«r1 of it contndiciory to tht olHrr. 

IBttl why foe ncom/if^r— When n meftoing i« siren to ■ paa«g« 
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TO UBS. Ltrcv POETsa, IK Lichfield; 

« DllAR MADAM, 

*' Mr. GitEEN has iufonucd inc that ymi are much 
better; I hope I uccd not tcU you that I am glad of it. 
I cannot boast of being much l>etter ; my old nocturnal 
complaint i^till pursues me. and my respiration is diffi- 
cuU, though much easiiT than when I left you the 
summer before hist, fl[n and Mrs. Thnile are well; 
MLu has been a Httle indisposed ; but she is got well 
again. They have, evince the lo«ii of their l>oy, had two 
daughter.^ ; but they aeem likely to want a son. 

* I hope you had some hooka which I aent you. I 
was sorry for poor Mrs, Adey's deatht ami um nfniid 
jou will 1>e aonietitne:^ soHtary ; but endeavourt wliethcr 
alone or in comimtiy, to keep yoursdf cheerful. My 
fHends likewise die very fast; but such is the state of 
man. 1 am. dear love, 

'* Yonr most humble servant, 

"May *, J779- " Sa5I. JoHVSON" 

lie had, before I loft Ijandon, resumed the conrcrsa- 
ticrti concerning the appearance of a ghost at Newcastle 
upon Tyne, which Mr, John Wesley fcclieved, Ijut to 
which Johnson did not give credit, I was, how'CVLT, 
desirous to examine the question closely, and at the 
same time wished to tie made acquainted with Mr. John 
Wesley ; for though I diOered from him in some pcunts, 

by undcralandrn^ worda in iin uncommon sense; the inutpvetaijoa 
may be aiiiil to be rta^ndiU, niid however ingcnioi»»in»jlK*»|>ected 
not to be sound ; but when trordK an; explained in ^eir ordiniiy ac- 
ccpution^ md ibe fTpIicatioii which n fairty itodscei from tfaen 
willioul »ny force or conXnbl 'm ulw peifcclly jiMtftcd by ihc cott- 
tcil, it Aurcly may be Mifdf ftccrptcd « and the ealUvf wck an c:xpl»- 
ctituw rtct>nfiitr, whvn noihing rUf con ht taid agmtt il, will ooC 
vukcit the loi josi. Mjxohs.] 
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I admired his various tolcnts and loved his pious zeal. 
At my request, therefore, Dr Johnson gave me a letter 
of introduction to him. 

" TO THE BEVEKKND MTt. -TOHS M-RSI-KY- 

" 31b. Bosn^Li^ a gentlemnn n ho has been long 
known to mc, is desirous of being known to you, and 
has asked this recommeodation, wkicli I ^ve him with 
great willingness, l>ecause, I think it very much to be 
wiilird that worthy anil religiouft men »itiould be ae- 
quojntcd witli Oftch other. 

*■ I am. Sir, 
" Your moat huml>lc servant. 
" Mmy 3, 1779- " SaM- JouNSDN " 

Mr. Wesley being in the course of his ininistTy at 
Edinliurgh, I presented this letter to hiro, and was very 
politely received. I begf^d to have it returned to mc^ 
which was accordingly done. — llts state of the evidence 
as to tho ghost, did not satini^' me. 

I did not wriu.' to Johnson, as U5uul, upon my rtiuni 
to iny family ; but tried how he would be aSccted by 
my silence. Mr. Dilly sent me a copy of a note which 
he received from liimou tlie IStli of July, in these words: 



" TO wa- DiLuy. 



51 ii. 



" SracK Jlr. Bowell's departure, I have never 
bflard from him; pletae to tend word what you know 
of bim, and whether you have sent my books to lii^ lady* 

1 am, ^:c. 

"' Sam. Johnson." 



My ceadei^ will not doubt that hk H>I)citude about 
toe Wfts very flaUering. 
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" TO JAMES IJOSWELL, ESQ- 
" DRAR Sin, 

" What can possibly have happened, that keeps 
m two such stmngei's to eaich other? I expected to 
have heard frotn you when you came home; I expected 
afterwaitls, I went into the country and returned ; 
and yet thei*^ h nn letter from I^Fr. Ba*ivell. No ill I 
hDi>c ha» hajipt^uod ; nnd ir ill should happen, why should 
it be concealed from him who lov<^ tod ? Is it a fit of 
humour^ that ha5 di^jwscd you to tr^' who can hold out 
longest without writing ? If it be, you have the victorv- 
fiut I am afraid of something bsd ; set uic Tree fittm my 
suspicions. 

" My thoughts arc at present employed in gueifsing the 
reason of your silence: you must not expect that I 
should tell you any things if I had any thing to tell. 
Write, pray write to me, and let roe know what ia, or 
what has been tlie cause of this long inten^upUon* 
" I am, dear Sir, 
" Your most affectionate humble wrrant, 
'* July 13, 1779, " Saw. Johksojt." 

** TO on. sAMtn^L jonxsoN, 

■' MV DEAR SIB, " Ediiibflt^h, Joly 17, 1779, 

** What may bt* justly denominated a supine in- 
dolence of mind, has been my state of existence since I 
last returned to Scotland, In a livelier state I had oJlcn 
suffered severely from long iatervak of silence on your 
ptirt; and 1 had even been chid by you for expresiii^ 
my uneasiness. I was willin;; to take advantage of uiy 
joseii&ibitity, and while I could bear the experiment, ta 
try whether your affection for me would, after an un- 
UKUfil silence on my part, make you write first. This 
afternoon I have had a very high satisfaction by recrir- 
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!ng your kind letter oT cnquu-y, for which I most grate- 
fully thank you. I am doubtful if it was right to make 
the experiment; though I have f^!nod by it. I was 
hi^^nning to grow tender, and to upbraid mywlfj espe- 
< inlly nfttT hanng dreamt two nights ago that I was 
with you. I and my wifr, nnd my four children, arc 
all weU. I would not delay one post to answer your 
letUT; but AS it is late, I have not time to do more. 
You shall s/Oou hear from me> upon .many and various 
particulars; und I sboll ncvei- again put you tn any t«»t, 
I am, with veneration, my dear Sir, 
" Vour most obliged 

" And failhlul humble servant, 

" Jamks B0SWEIJ-" 

On the 2^1 of July, I WTx>tG to him again; and gave 
him an Jiccount of my lost iuteniew with my worthy 
friend^ Mr< Edward Dillj% at liiti brother's huuM; ul 
Southill in Bedfordshire, where he died soon al\er I 
parted from him, leariog me a very kind remembrance 
of hid a<gurd. 

I informed him that I*ord Hailes^ who had promised 
tn furnish him wUh some anecdotes fur his " Liv&s of 
the PoeUi»'* bad sent me three ioMance* of Prior'* bor- 
rowing from Gombauld^ in "^ liecueil des Focic$^ 
tonie 3. Epigram " To John I owed great obligation " 
p. 35. " To tl^e Duke of Koailles, p- 32. *' Sauntering 
-Jack and idle Joan,** p. 25. 

Jfy letter wa*i a prrttr long one, and eoniained a 
variety of particulars; but he, it should seem, had not 
attended to it; for his next to me was as follows: 

" TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 
*' MV DEAR STB. 

•* Are you playing the same trick again, and try- 
ing who can keep silence longest ? Remember that all 
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triclcH are either knavish or childish : and that it ii as 
{bolbh to tnake cxpcrimcDt^ upon the constancy of a 
friend, as upon Uic chastity of a wife- 

" What can be the cause of this second fit of silence. 
I mnnot conjpcture; hut after one tridc. 1 will not be 
chcnted by another, nor will harass my thoughts with 
oonj I'd tire» about the motives of a man who^probablyr acts 
only by caprice. I Uierefore suppose you arc well, and 
that Mrs. Bo^wcll is well too ; and that the fine summer 
baa rtr»t<jred Lord Auchiiileck. i am mucli beUer than 
you left me; I think I utu better than when 1 w«i3 in 
Scolhind. 

" I forgot whether I informed you that poor 'J'hrale 
has been in great danger. Mrs, Thrale likewise has 
miscairit'd, and Ix^n much indi^osed. Every body 
ebe is well ; Lan£;ton is in camp, I intend to put Lord 
Hailcs^s description of Dryden' into another edition, 
and, US I know his accuracy, wi^ he wouhl consider the 
date«it which I could not always settle to my own mind, 

** Hfr Thrale goes to Rrighthehnstonej about Mi- 
e)iaelmik«, to be jolly and ride a hunting. I shall go to 
town, or perhaps to Oxford, Exorcise and gaiety, or 
rather curclc8«ic»3, will, I hope, dj55ipAte aH remains 
of Ids maludy \ and I likewise hoi>c by the change of 
place, to find some opportunities of growing yet lietter 
myself I am, dear Su", 

" Your humble servant, 
" Slrcalham, Scpl. 9, 1779. " SaM, Joh>SON/' 



My readers will not be displeased at beinfi; told ercry 
slight circumstance of the manner in ivhich Dr. John- 

■ Which I communicated to htm from hiH Lordship, but it hM not 
y€t betn published. 1 hsvc acopyofiL 

rihe few iioticn concerning cfrydcn, ftlilcb LonI Hwle» haid col- 
leciod, theaulhour AacrwnrdAgmve m*. Maloss-] 
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9on contrived to araiwe his soliUry hours. He some* 
times employed liimselF in chyraistry, wmelimes in 
w&terin^ and priming a vine, somctimts in small expe- 
limeot^, At wliidi those who mny sniilc^ should recol- 
lect that there arc moineots which admit of bein^ 
soothed only by trifles. ' 

On the 20th of September I defeitdcd mystcirafrainrt 
his 5it?;picion of me» which I did not dc^rvt* ; and added, 
•* |»roy let us write frequently, A whira strikes me, 
that -we should nend off a sheet once a week, like a «tiige- 
coachi whether it be full or not ; nay, though it fihoiJd 
be cmptj'H The very sight of your hnnd-writin^ would 
comfort me ; and were a shevt to be thtn> »mt rv^^ulariy, 
we showld much oftetier eonirey sotnething, were it only 
a few kind words." 

My friend. Colonel Jnme* Stuart, second sou of the 
Earl of Bute, who ttad distinguished hintaelf as a good 
officer of the Bedfordshire militia, hsd taken a piihlick- 
spirited resolulion to ser\"e Im country in its difficulties, 
by mi^n^ a re^lar re^mcnt^ and taking the command 
of it himself. Thi*» in the heir of tlie immense property 
of Wortley, was higtdy honourable. Having been in 
Srolland rerniiting, he ohli^ngly asked me to accom- 
pany bim to Leedn, then the bead^iuarten of lus corpat 



■ Id one of till muioacript Dbriei. there b Ibe follomng entry, 
ithkh nwrlii hU cbHoim minute altention : " July SKS, 1768, | 
■iMivfJ Mj uil by iic<id«fii \t% wbetUng the Vni^t, About an cigtiU fif 
W inch itom lh« bottom, and •hami n (annh rrom tb« lop, Tbtt 1 
BMamtrt that J ouy Voow xhu ^fovih of tuiU^ itx «hoI« n abooi 
[Sre-«tghUu of tn iacli-" 

AaMticr d tbe tune \\M appcBn, A«^. 7, 1 7711. Pttritm ^rmMi 
daxtri offp* jiroximam «f atUm pecUtru arta inam'JCam dtstram mtt, 
Ml mo i tmJS^rm fvonto UmptrU jtiii ^wtflrr^iir." 

And, " Auf. 15, 17S3. I cut fnm the ran: il karo, wbicli 
^Tig^ip^ W OK. ilikI n half, uid cigbl «croj>le"i— I Uy ihrn ufxxi 
ny boofc-CMCp to »tt vih%i Height tbcy viU loae by diyisg/* 
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from thcDce to London for a short time, and oftcrvards 
to other places to which the regiment might be ordered. 
Such an offer, at a time of the year, when I had full 
Ieisure> was very jJeasing ; espccwUy 05 I was to ac- 
company a man of sterling good sense, information, 
discemment, and conviviality, and was to have a iTCcond 
crop, in one year, of I^ondon and Johnson. Of this I 
informed my illustrious friend ia characteri^tical wArm 
terms, in a letter dated the 30th of September, from 
Leeds. 

On Monday, October 4, I called at hi^ house before 
he was lip. He sent for mc to Im bfd*sidc, and ex- 
prcaacd his aati&faction at lhi» incidental mccU'ng, wilh 
as tiiuch vivadty a^ if he hud been in the gaiety of 
youth. He called briskly, " Frank, go and get coffee, 
and let us breakfast in splendour'' 

During this visit to London 1 had several interviews 
with him, which it is unnecessary to distinguish parti- 
cularly- 1 consulted him as to the appointment of e:uar- 
* dians to my children, in case of my deatlj. *' Sir. (said 
he.) do not appoint a number of guardians. When 
there are many, they trust one to another. And the hwd- 
neas is neglected. I woidd advise you to chooM* only 
one; let him be a mnn of respectable character, who, 
for his own credit, will do what is right; let him be a 
rich man, tK> that he may be under no temptation Co 
lake advantage ; and let him he a man of businci-ss, who 
IS used to conduct aOuir^ with ability and expcrtnesa^ 
to whom, therefore, the execution of the trust will not 
be burdensome." 

On Sunday, October 10, we dined together at Mr^ 
Strahan's. The conversation having turned on the 
prevailing practice of going to the East-liMlies in quest 
of wealth; — JoHNSON. ** A man had better have ten 
thousand pounds at the end of ten yeani passed in £i^- 
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land, than twenty thoiuand pounds at the end of ten 
jean passed in India, because you must compute what 
you give for money ; and the man who has lived ten 
years in India, has (jivcn up ten years of social comfort 
and all those advantages \«'liich arise from living in 
England, The ingenious Mr. Brown, distingiiifthed by 
the name of Capahitiij/ Braa}Ny told me, tlmt he was 
once at the seitt of T^ird Clive, who had returned from 
India with great wealth; and that he shewed htm at 
tbc door of his bed-chamber a large chest, which he 
said he had oticu had full of gold; upon vkhlch Brown 
observed, ' I am glad you can bear it so near your bed* 
chamber"" 

We talked of the state of the poor in London.^ 
JOHKSOS. ** Suumlei^ Welch, the Justice^ who was 
once Itigh-Coiistable of llolburn, and had the best 
opportunities of knowing the ttstc of the poor, told met 
that I under*rated the number, when I computed that 
twenty a week, that is, above a thousand a year, died 
of hunger : not absolutely of immediate hunger : but of 
the waiting and other diseases which are the conte- 
qucncc^ of hunger, Thift )uip|)ens only la 00 lai^ a 
plare as London, wliei'c people arc not known. WHiat 
-wc arc told about the great sums got by begging, b 
not true : the trade i;* overstocked. And^ you may 
depend upun it, tlierc arc many who cannot get worlf, 
A particular kind oT manufacture fails : Those who 
have licen ii^ed to work at it, can, for some time, work 
at nothing else, You meet a man lM:gging; you charge 
him with idlenofti: lie says, ' I am willing to labour. 
Will you give me work?* — ' I eonnol/ — * Why then 
you have no right to charge Die with idleness.* " 

We leA Mr. Strahan's at seven, as Johnson had satd 
he intended to go to evening prayers. As we walked 
alone, Im: complained of a little gout in his toe, and 
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on Man ' was originally composed by Lord Bolingiirokc 
in prosr, and that Mr. Pope did no more than put U 
into verse : that Iw liad read Lord BoUnpfbrolce's 
manuscript in his onn hand-^'ritin^ ; and rememt>ercd 
well, that ]ic was at a lost whttticr nioiit to udmirv the 
elegance of T^ord Bolinghrokt^V prow, or the beauty of 
Mr. Fope'i ver»e. When Lord Bathur^t loUl thiie, Afr. 
Malict bado mc attend, uod remember tlus rcmoritablc 
piece of information ; aa, br the course of Nnlurc, I 
might aurviirc hU Ixtixl^hip, and be a witness of his 
havini^ said so. The oonvcnsatiun was iiidet.-d lou 
reniarkiible to be forgotten, A few days after, meeting 
with you» who were then alio ot l^ndon, you wiU 
remember that I mentioned to you what had passed o<n 
this subject, as I wa* much struck with thw ane^rdote. 
Butwhut ascertains my reeolloclion of it, beyond dotbt, 
is, that lieing aceu!itonicd to keep a Journal of what 
passK^ when f was at London, which 1 wrote outever; 
evening, I find the |harticiilars of the aliove information, 
jvat IM I have now given them, distinctly marked ; and 
atn thence enabled to Hk this conversation to hare passed 
<ia Friday, the 22d of April, 1768. 

" i rcinemlK-T alao diMtinctly, (thouf!;h T have not for 
Ulii^ tliL* autliority of my jounial,] that the Lunversatioa 
going on concerning Mr, Pope, I look notice of n report 
which had been sometintes propagated that he did not 
%{aitd Greek, l^ord Battuirst said to mr that he 
that to ))e tnlse ; for that pu*t of the Iliad wan 
tnndated by Mr. Po|>e in his Iiouse in the country ; 
and that in the moming wlien they assembled at break- 
fast, Mr- Pope uiird frequpntly to repi'at, with gfMi 
rapture, the Greek Irnes which he had Iieen tran«lat!nj^ 
and then to give them bis vereioo of tfaem^ and to 
VMipare them together 

** If tbcsc circu instances can bo of an^ use to Dr. 
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JoIinsoD, you have my tull liberty lo give Ihcm to him. 

I beg you will, al the same time, present to him my 

m<»l respectful complimenls wiih liest wishes for his 

success iind fame in all iii:^ liteniry undertakiugs. I am, 

wilh gnat respect* my deorcit Sir, 

" VcMjr most affectionate, 

*' And ol>ligt*d tiumlde servant, 

" Broughion l^ark, •* HuOH BlaIB." 

Sepi.«l, 1779. 

Johnson. " Depend upon it. Sir, this ib too strongly 
stated. Pope luiiy Imve had fvotn Bi>Ujigbroke Oie 
philo^opbick stamina of his E^say ; and admitting tbi^ 
to be true, Loixl llathurst did not intentionally Jal*iiJy. 
But the thing is not true in tlie latitude that Blair 
5eem<^ to imagine; we are sure that the poetical imaj^ry, 
which Diake5 a great pait of the poem, wa» Vope*s 
own. It is amazing. Sir, what deriations tlwre are 
from precijic truth, in the account which is pven of 
fllmofit every thing, T tolH ATrs. Thntle, * Yon have 
flo littlo anxiety about truth, that you never tax your 
mcmor)' with the exact thing.* Now what i% the use 
of the memory to truth, if one is careless of cxactncan ? 
Lord Haik-s's 'Annuls of S<.\ptland * are very exact; 
but they coulttin mere dry parliciilm'S. Tftey are lo be 
considered as a ) dictionary. You know Buch things are 
tJiere ; and may be looked at when you i>lea5e. Kobert- 
son paints; but the mi-^fortune is, yon are sure he does 
not know the people whom he paiut:^; so you cannot 
suppose a likeness. Characters should ne^^er be given 
by an hbtorian, imless he knew the peo[>le whom be 
des'Ti-il^es, or copies from those who knew them,*' 

BoswELL. ** \Vliy, Sir, do people play this trick 
which I observe now, when I look at your gral*, putting 
the shovel against it to make the fire bum ?" Johh- 
aON. " They |^y the Liick, but it doe> not make the 
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fire burn/ 71ft*rrc U a better; (setting Ibc |x>kcr per- 
pendicuUrly up at riglit angles with the grate. In day* 
of superstition they thought, as it made a crow with 
(h<> ban;, it wauld drive away the witch," 

Bos^^F.^L, " Hy ait^ocialing with you. Sir. I am 
always getting an iicce**ion of wisdom. But prihajw 
a man, oft^r knowing hie own chatacter— the limite«l 
rtren^'tb of hii own mind, shguld wt be de»irouB of 
having loo much wisdom, considering* ^utJ vateant 
humeri, how Utile lie can carry." Johssox. "Sir, 
be a5 wise as you can ; let a man lie a/*w Itrius^ iupicns 

sibi : 

* TlHMi^h pUan d to «ce the dolphins plav. 
' I mind my o^iopo^i and my v^y,' ' 

Yon may be wise in your study in the momini^, and 
gay in coinpuny at a tavern in the eveniu^. Every 
man is to take care of hh own wiulom and his own 
vjitue. without minding too much what 4>tliers think.'' 

He said " Docliley firvt mentioned to me the ftclicme 
of an CngliAli l>icUonar)' ; but 1 had long thought of 
it.*' BoawiLL. " You did not know ivliat you were 
undcruking." Johnson. " Ya, Sir, I knew very well 
what I was undertaking, — and very well how to do tt, 
— end have done it very well/' Bosweix, "An excel- 
lent climax \ and it has availed you. In your Preface 
you say, ' What would it avail me in this gloom of 
lolitude? ' You liave been agreeably mistaken." 

In his life of 31ilton, he otiserves, " 1 cannot but 
remark a kind of resfiect. (icrhap!; unconsciotmly, puid 
to this great roan by bin biogmphen : every hoii§e in 
which be reside<l i* hi«tor!caUy mentioned, as if it were 



' ^It ctruioly dod laaltf th« Arv ham i by r«|wtlia|[ thr ajf. It 
tbrwm aUut cm the fire, and %o perfona* the part in lontc dcurtte 
of a hlower or bellowt. Kbahvit.] 
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Here it may lie qucstionwl, wh^^llier Jghnson was 
entirely jo tbe rif^ht. I suppose it will doI be cautro^ 
verled, Uiat the difference in the degree of criminalUy 
is very great, on accauut of con^equeoces : UitsUIlit 
may tie maintaineil, that* ioilqiendunt of moral obli'- 
gAtion, in&lelity i* by no m^Ans a light offence in a 
liufibnnd; because it mut»t hurt 41 dt-ticntc nttncbmeDtt 
in which a miiUial confitancy is implied, with ftucb i^c-- 
fined scntimcnLs a^ Aloumgcr hm^ exliihilcd in his pUy 
of *' The Picture." — Johmon pvubably «it uucillier time 
would have admitted chii^ opinion. And let it be kept 
in remembrance, that he was vct^ c-areftil not to give 
any encouragement to irregular conduct, A gentle- 
man, not adverting to the diHinctioo made by him 
upon this subject, Mipposed a otse of singular iierverse- 
ne^ in a wife, and iR'cdle^y saidt " Thut tlien lie 
thought a husband mi^^^hl do as he pleased witli a safe 
conscimoe." Johnson, " Nay, Sir, this h wild indeed, 
(vmiLing,) you must consider thut fonneation i« a crime 
ill a single man ; and you cannot have more liberty by 
bein^ married/* 

He thb eveuiiig cxpre^ed htiuself strongly against 
tJie Roman Catholics; observing, " In every thing In 
which ihey differ from lu, they arc wrong." He was 
crcn against the invocation of Saints; in short, he was 
in the humour of opposttion- 

Maving regretted to him ttiat I Jiad learnt liUle 
Greelc, as is too gaicrally tlic case in Scotland ; that I 
had for a long time hardly applied at nil to the stiidy 
of that noble language* and that 1 vcas desirous of )>eing 
told by him what method to follow ; he recommended 
to me as easy faelp£, Sylvanuft':« ** First Bock of tbe 
Iliad;" Dawson's " Lexicon to thu Greek New Testa- 
ment;" and "Hcsiod/' with Pesvri4 Zesicen i%t the 
end of it. 
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Hc observed, " The House of Commons was origi- 
nally Dot a privilege of thu |>eo|]lc, but a check, for the 
Crown, on the House of IiOnI«. I remember, Henry 
thcr Kighth want^ them to do something : ther hesitnted 
to the morning, but di<l it in the at\emoon. He toLd 
tbcm, 'It is well you did; or half your hcfld)^ j;)ioiild 
have bcE^n upon Tcmf}lc-bar/ But the House of Com- 
mons is now nu hin^r untler the power of the CmwUi 
and therefore must be brihcd." He added, " I have 
no delight in talking of [uihlick aRair^." 

Of his fclloW'ColK'gian, the cch:bratcd Mr. Geoi^ 
Whitefield, he said, " Whitefield never drew as much 
attention as a mounteliank docs : he did not draw at* 
tenlion by doing tieller than others, but by doing what 
wa« strange. Were Aftley to preacti a sermon stand- 
ing upon his head on a horse's back, he vrould collect 
a multitude to hear him ; but tm wise man would ^ay 
lie bad made a l*ctter nennon for that, I never treated 
Whilefield'fi tnitiistry with contempt ; I believe ho did 
good, Mc liad devoted himtelf to the lotver chL-ifes of 
mnukindt and among them he wns of uwr. But when 
iamiliarity and iiobe daim tl»e praise due to knuwiedge. 
art, ami elegance, we must beat down such paaetisloniir 

What I have preserved of his conversation during the 
miuiiiftder of my stay in London at this time, is only 
what follows; I told him that when 1 olijected to keep- 
ini^ compfkny with a notoriouit infidel, a celebrated 
friend of ours said to mt% " I do not think that ineo 
who live laxly in the world, as you and I do, can with 
propriety assume such an authority: [)r. Johnson may* 
who is uniformly exemplary in his conduct. But tl is 
not rcry consistent to shun an infidel to-day, ami get 
druiik to-murrtfw." JoitNsoK. *' Nay, Sir, this is iod 
reasoning. Because a man cannot be right in nil thiogVv 
is he to be right in nothing? Because a man somctiniea 
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been in his company for a considerable time quite aver- 
lookol, fuppencd luckily to mention tJiat he bad read 
some of his *^ Ramttcr" in Ilnlian, and admired it 
much. Tim pleased him greatly ; he oh.'^Tved that tlie 
tilie had Ikeen tr&nsbted, li Gcmo crrartie* though I 
h&vo been told it Wii« rrtidered mere ludirrou^ly, // 
Vagabondo ; and finding that thU iniui^torgave such a 
proof of Im ta»^t«^ he was all attention to him, nnd on 
the first remark which be niadc, however &imi>le, ex- 
claimed, " 'I*lie AtAha»4adour fray» well; — His £?cccl* 
leiicy ulwerves-^; " And then he expanded iiud eti- 
riciie^l the little Uiat had l>een said, in so strong & 
manner, that it appeared something of consc([uence. 
Thi;« was exceedingly entertaining lo llie eomiiany who 
were present, and many a time afterwards it furnished 
a plea^rit topick of merriment: "• The Ambuisadour 
saifS wcUt^ became a lauf;ljahle term of ' applause, when 
no mighty matter had been exprpssed. 

I left T_^itdon on Mondny, Octolier IR, and accom- 
panied Colonel Stunrt lo Chester, where Iiia regiment 
WW tu lyo for some time. 

^^K ** MR. BOHWELL TO DIt. JOnKSON. 

^^b" NT DKAft SIH, ^Cbeaer, (tetober S!^ 177*»- 

^H^ ** It vas not till one o'clock on Monday mornings, 
tiuit Culonel Stuart and I left London ; for we chose 
to bid n conlial adieu to Lord Mountstnart^ who was 
to set out on that day on hi^ cmbjsj<y to Turin. We 
drove on excellently, and reached IJtbfield in good 
time enough tliat night. The Colonel had heard «o 
prcf«*rnb(e a chanurter of the Ceorgir, that he would not ^ 
put up at tlw Three Crowns, aothnt I did not itce our 
hoil, Wilkins. \Vc found al the George as good ac- 
conimodatiou aft we could vidi to bavcy and 1 fully en- 
joyed the comfortable Uiought that / wa^ in Lichfield 
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found liim dti^sscd in his black gown* wiih a winte 
flannel night-gown nboxe it; so that he looked like a 
Dominican friar. He was good-humourcc) and polite; 
aod under his roof too my reccplion was ver>' pleasing-, 
I then proceeded to StoW'-liill, oikI first jiaid my n*spect« 
to Mk< Gastrell, whose convenatioii I waft not n-ilHi^ 
to quit* Hut my «and-gla?$ wa& now lieginnmg to run 
low, as I could not tnr&pasa too long on the Colonera 
kiiidiieas who obligingly waited for tnc ; »o 1 liastc^ncd 
to Mrs. Aston's,^ whom I found much better than 1 
feared I should; and there 1 met a brother-in-law of 
these ladies, who talked much of yuu^ and very well 
too, as it appeared to mc. It then only remained 
to viidt Mw- Lucy Porter, which I did, I irally believe. 
with sincere satisfaction on l»tb sides, t am sure I 
was glad to see her agaiti ; and, as I take her to be 
very honest, 1 trui^t she was glad to see me again ; for 
she expressed lierself *so, that 1 could not doulK of her 
being in earnest What a great key-srtone of kindnesai 
my dear Sir, were you that morning f for we were all 
held tc^tbcr by our common attachment to you. I 
cannot say that I ever passed two hours with more self- 
vuiu)>l»LX'n(;y than I did tliofae two at l^idiftelit. T^t 
me Dot entertain any suHpi<.i<jn ihat tins is idle vanity. 
Will not you confirm me in my pei'suawon^ that he who 
find:^ himself so reganied has just rcaiipn to be happy ? 
" We pot to Chester al)Ont midnight on Tut^lay ; and 
here ik^in I am in a state of much enjoyment. Colo- 
nel Muart and his officers treat me with iHl the ciirility 
I could wish; and J pby my part admiraUy, Latlus 
aliist sapiens xihi, the classical sentence which you, I 
imagine, invented the otlier day, is cxcmplifKMl in my 
prvM-iit c:tistencc. The Bi^liap, to whom I hud the 

f [A maiden %\\Xrr of Johonon'i fairounU, Motly Aiioii» »ho 
narnril Cajitain Brocbc, of the Nivy. M^LOKt.] 
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ness of reception^ any tiling can be addt.^ by knowing 
tJiat you retain my good-will, you may indulge yourself 
in the i'ull enjoyment o( tliat small addition, 

*^ 1 am ^lud that you made the round of Liclifidd 
with so much success : the oflener you are seeu, the 
more you will be liked. It was pleasinj^ to me to read 
that Mrs. Aiton wuh so weiL and that Lucy Port«r 
was so gkd to see you. 

** In the plnre where you now Arc, there is much to 
be observed; and you will ea^y procure yourself skilful 
dtrcctorih But whnt will you do to keep away the 
b/aci dog that wonics you at home ? If you would, 
in coni(>liance with your father'^ advice etiijutrc iuto 
the old tenures and old ctuuters of Scotland, yrm would 
certainly ojien to yourself many strikinf^ scenes of the 
manners of the middle ages, i^he feudal s^?ftcm, in a 
country balf-liarliarousr is naturally jiroductave of great 
aaomnlii-s in civil life. The knowledge of |mst times is 
naturally arrowing less in all cases not of puhlick record; 
and the pa^sl time of Scotlaud \s so unlike t)ic ptvscnC, 
that it i« already diflSrult for a Scotchman to image the 
economy of his gratidfather. Uo not be tardy nor 
neghgeut : tnit gather up eageriy what con yet be 
found.' 

•* We have, I tliink, once talked of anoUier prujeti, 
a History of the late inEturrection in Scotland, with all 
itN tnddcnts. Many fvlschoijds arc possinf; into imcan- 
tradict<'d hi5tor)'« ^'oltai^et who loved a striking story^ 
han told whftt li« coukl not find to be true. 



* i Imvc avftluftbJv Mflt^ttoa on^ ty my Fftl^cr, wtucb, wUfi 
laUtioiwMkd LUusimtirwigof my own, I ifitetid to puUbh. I 
hiTc Mxne bcredJta/y claioa to be m Aniiiyury ; oot only fnxn oiy 
Kathcr, ^ut m bein^ docemMt by ibe nHrthtr*! aldr. from the iUe 
and l«arft«a Sir J<»ho S^coc, Wfiova mt^ Udi dtAftBC>« to all tte 
atlMopta wfaidi hm* bsM loadti to kMtn hti Onaa. 
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Denn, has been gone from hence sonic months; hut 1 
am told at my ion* that he is very populous (popular.) 
However, I found Mr. I^w, the Archdeacon, son la ' 
the llbhop, and with him I have breakrastixl and dined 
very agrcoal>ly- 1 pot aa|uaintcd with him at Uic as* 
M7es hcTP, aljoiit a y^r and a half ago ; he !« a man of 
great variety of knouledge^ utKomnum gcnhiK, and, I 
bclicvCp sincere ttrligioii- I recinvcd the holy sacrament 
in the Cathedral in the moniin^, this being the first 
Sunday in the month ; and was at prayers tlieiv in the 
moi'nlng. It is divinely cheering to me to think that 
Uicrc is ft Cathedral so near Auchioleek ; and I now 
leave Old England in such a state of mind as I arn 
thankful to God for granting me. 

" The black dog that worries me at home I cannot 
but dread ; yd as I have l»ecn for some time (la^t in a 
military train, I trust I shall rcpuhc him. To hear 
from you will aainiatc me like the ^und of a tnim|iet ; 
1 thercron? hope, that soon aflcr my return to the 
nortlieni fteUI, I idmll rt-ceivc a fe^v line* from you. 

'* Colonel Stuart did me the honour to e^ort me in 
bis carriage to ^bcw mc Lirer[M>ol, uad from tliene^ 
back Again to Worrington^ where wc [uirtcd.'' In 
justice to uiy valuable ivifc, I iniusC iiifonu you ^he 
wrote to me, tliat m I was m happy, slie would not 
be so scUbh as <o wisli mc to return sooner than hmu 
Dcss ahsuhitcly reiiuij^cd my presence. She made my 
derk write to mc a |Kist ur two after to the same pur- 
pose, by cooimtssion from her ; and \\us day a kind 
letter from her met me at the Past-Officv heixr, acquaint- 



' Hb Ttginirni n» afUfvnnlH ofdcnd Co Jamaica, where be oe- 
CompaniH it, sod «lm«st IcmI hli \\U by ihf clinaie. 'nin impartiil 
order I iboiikt thifik a nfficieBt rtfulailoa of Ibe idle rumocr that 
■ " lb«r« VTM ■till Kitirthinf; bchiad the ibrono gmlct Uim the 
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fbtber* and the state of his health. Please hitn us much 
as you can, and add no pain to his last years. 

** Of our friends here I can i<ecolIect nothing to tell 
yaH. I ha%'e neither seen nor heani uf Lanp;1on. Be&u* 
dtrk i» juj*t returiK'd from Brighthelmston^ 1 am toW, 
ttMdl better. Atr/riirale and his fiimily tuv &till there ; 
and his health is said to be viailjly improved ; he Iiaa 
not batlicdt hut hunted. 

'' At BoltHXKirt there is much inaligiiily^ but of lute 
littk open hustitity.'' I have had a cMy but it ts gone. 

** Make my compliments to Mn. Boswell, && 
** J am. Sir, 

" Vour humble servant, 
" Untocp Nov. IS, ma *' Sam, Johnson." 



On November M, nnd neei'mlx-r 21, I wrote to him 
from Edinburgh, giving a very favournhlc report of the 
&m{Iy of Mrts Doxy's lover; — that after a good deal 
of enquiry I had discovered the mter of Mr. Francis 
Stewart, one of his amanuenses when writing his I>ic* 
tionory; — that I had, as de^red by him, paid Iier a 
guinea for an old pocket-lxuk of her brotber^s which lie 
bad retained ; and that the good wonLan, who was ia 
very moderate ctrcumstancvs, but contented and placid^ 
wondered at bis scrupulous an<l UtKrral honesty> and 
received the ^inea as if sent her by Providence, — That 
I had repeatedly begged of him to keep his promise to 
send me bin letter tn I^rd Chesterfield, and that this 
mtmento^ like Dclcnda est Carthago, must lie in every 
letter that 1 «hould write to him* till 1 had obtained my 
object. 

In 1780, the worid vrns kept in impatience for the 
coDiikletiun of his ** Lives uf tFie PoctV' ufiOQ which he 
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had from consolation. He that outlives a wife wbom 
he has long loved, se*^ himself diyoined from the only 
mind that has the same hopes, and fears, and intoirst; 
from the only com|>anion with whom he has shared 
much good or evil ; and with whom he could set his 
^mind at liberty* to retrace the )ta5t or anticipate tbc 
future. The continuity of lK*ing ts Liccrnled ; the 
settled course of M.<ntiinent nod action is stopped; uud 
life stands suspended and motionlcsii, til) it is driven by 
external causes into o new channel Hut the time of 
suspense is dreadful. 

" Our first n^course hi this distressed solitude, is, 
perhaps for want of habitual pietVj to a gloomy acquie^ 
cenee in necessity. Of tivo mortal being;s. one must 
lose the other; l>ut surely there is a higher and better 
comfort to he drawn from the consideration of that 
Providence which watches overall, and alieliof that t'hc 
llring mid the dead arc trqually in the hands of GoD, 
who will reunite those whom be has separated ; or who 
sees that it is bc»t not to reunite. 
" I um, dcur Sir, 

" Your most affectionate, 
" And most humble servant, 
" jtnvmm,\7V>, ^ Sam. Johnsow/ 



** TO JAMES BOSWSLU ESO. 
" DEAR SIK, 

** Well, I had resolved to Bead you the Chcs(4^ 
[field letter, but I will write once again without it. Never 
limpose tasks upon mortals. To rctfuire two tilings is 
tiJie way to have ihem both undone. 

For the d]fficultii|s which you mention in your AflauY* 
1 1 am Sony ; but difficulty is now very general : it is not 
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n»cUncholy. and I conclude from 
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always com plair 
those romplAJnts that you nrv tond of iL Ko ni:in talkf^ 
of thni M'hicti 1h^ is dirsimus to ooiictal, and every man 
dfsin?s to conceal that of which lie \< ii-ihaineii. Do 
not prcUMid to deny it; mamjcstum hahcmus fuvcm ; 
make it an inrariaUe and ubligatory lim lo yoiii-3cir> 
never to ineiiUoii your own niciital dijsc^scs ; if you &fv 
never lo speak of them you will think cm Uiem but 
little, and if you think little of tJicm, they will tnokist 
yourardy. When you talk of them, it is [riinn that 
you want either praise or pity ; for f«^ifle there is no 
room, ond |>ity will do ymi no f^ood ; thirrxfon?, from thi^ 
hour speak no more> think no more, alx)ut tlictn, 

^^ Your trunaactioii with Mrs. Stewart ^ve me ^reat 
KAti^faction ; I niu much ohli£^ to you foi* yotir atten- 
tion. ]>> not lose »^ii of tic<r; your countenance may 
l>e of fj^eat credit, and of con»ef|ueQco of ^jreat advan- 
tage to her. The memory of h^ hi»ther i« yet fre«h in 
my mind ; be was an ingenious and worthy man. 

** Pte«i9e to make my cum|ritnicnt» 1u vtxir lady and 
to the young Indies. I shuuld like to slv tliem, |»rcity 
loved. I am, dear Sir* 

" Your*s aflfectionatcly, 
" Ap«il6, I7«a " Sah. Johkson." 

Mrs. Thrnlc being now at Bath with !ict hnsband, 
the coire^Mndcncc Ix'twcen Johnson and )iL-r was carried 
on hriAly- I idiall present my rend^^is with ono of Iicr 
original lrtl4.'rs to him nt this titiie, tvhlcli will ainufC 
them |«rohaUy more than tho«c wdl-writtcu but studied 
epistles which she has inserted in her collection) because 
it cxhiiiii^ llic easy vivacity of their liUrury inter- 
course. It is also of value as a key to Johnson^ answer, 
which she lias printed by itscK, and of which I lihall 
subjoin extracts. 
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Taylor, of this place; my master makes one evety 
wherCt and has got a good dawUn^ coDipanion to ride 
with him now. •••••••, h^ looks well enough, 

hot I have tio notion of health for a man whoso mouth 
Cftniiot \k «evi'od up. Biirncy and I find Que^iicy toaze 
him every meal be eats, and Mrv- MonUgu is cjuitc 
9eriou;ft with htm; but what can one do? He will vat, 
I think, and if he docB cat I know be will not live; it 
inukcs iiK vory iJiilia|j(iy, but I ttimt tieai- it. Let me 
alwaj's have your friendsbip. I am, most Eaiicercly, 
dear Sir, ** Your faithful servant, 

BMh, FriiJaT, April 28. " R L. T," 



**DR. JOIIVHON TO 3inS. TUllALB* 
" DEAHK5T MADAM, 

*' Mn. Thrai.i: ut^ver will live abstinently, till 
he cun persuade- himself to live by rule." ••••••» 

Encourage, as you can, tlie musical gir). 

" Nothing is more common than mutuol di<ilike, 
where mutual approbation is particulurly expected. 
There is often on [Kith side* a %igilaijce not over- 
benevolent; and as attention is strongly exciunl, so that 
nothing limps unbeeded, any difference in tasle or 
opinion, and some difference where there i» do restraint 
will commonly in>pcar, immediately generates dislike. 

" Never let criticisms operate on your face or your 
mini! ; it is very rarely that an authour is hurt by his 
criticks. The blaze of reputation cannot be blown out^ 
but it of^n dies in the socket ; a very few names may 
be considered a^ pL*rp<.*ttial lamps that shine unconsumed. 
Prom the authour of * Fitzosbornt's letters' I cannot 
think myself in much danger, I met him only oucc 
about llilrty years ago, and in some small dispute 



1 I hav« Ukea tke liberty to le^tt oat & f«ff linvi* 



1 



JB**l71.] Dji. JOilNSOK. 435 

that it wdA ctf^minj; ; or, when he )md sdd it, from a 
look thnt expressed that it had come/ At Air* Thrale's, 
some days before wticn we were talking 011 the same 
suhjecC he »iid. refprring to the same idea of his won- 
dtf^rful fAcilityt < Thni Keaticterk^K talents v^cvty tho«e 
which he had frit hiniM'ir more disposed to envy, than 
thoftc of any whom he had known/ 

" On the evening I hare spoken of above, at Bfr. 
Vcsey'jf you would have been much ft^tified, as it 
exhUjtted an instance of the high imp(jrtance in whidt 
Dr. JohQ£Oti's character is held, I think even licyund 
any I ever before was witness to. The company con- 
sisted chiefly of ladies, among wliomwerc the Ouchess 
Dowager of Porttand, the Diiche^ of Beaufort, whom 
I suppose from her rank, I nnist name Iiefore her mother 
Mrs. Uoscaweii, and her eldest sister Mrs. Lew$on, who 
was likewise there : I^y Lucan, Ladr Clermont, and 
others of note both for thrir station nnd understandings. 
Among the gentlem^^n were l.owi Ahhorpe, whom I 
have before named, I xrd Macartney. Sir Joshua Rey- 
nohU, l^rd I..ueaTi, Mr. Wraxal, whose book yon have 
probably seen, • The Tour to the Northern Parts of 
Europe ; ' n very ogTCi-iible ingenious num ; Or, War- 
rcti, Mr. Pl'P7», the Master in Chancery, whom 1 
belive you know, and Dr. Barnard, the Provost of 
Eton. As soon as Dr. Johnson was come in, and had 
taken the chair, tt»e comjianr l>egnn to cultect round 
him till x\wy became not less than four, if not five, 
deep: lho«o behind standing, and listening over tlic 
beod« of those that were sitting near him. Ihe con- 
versation For some tinw was chiefly Ix'twten Dr, John- 
son and the Provoft of Kton. while the others; eontritnUed 
oenmoonFly thvir rcmarkn. Without attempting to 
detail the particiilan; of the conversation, whiclt» per- 
hap9 if I did, I fthouU spin my account out to a tedious 
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lively, find Just account in his *^ LcU 



concise, 
tens 10 \Xrs, ThnJe;"* 

" On Friday,* the good Protestants met in Saint 
G^orge's-Fields, at the summons of Lord Cicorge 
Gordon, and marching ta Westmin-iter, iiHulte<l the 
lionh and Commons, ivho all horc tt with grc&t tame- 
D»s. At night the outragca began by the demolition 
of the mass-house by IJncolu'^i-lTii). 

" All exAct joumalof a wcck'»dtfiancc of government 
I cannot give you. On Monday Mr. Strahan, who 
had been insulted, &poke to Loi^ I^Iansfield, who had 
I think been itisuHed too, of the liccntiou^neb;» of the 
populace ; and his Loidship treated it as a very slight 
irreguliirity. On Tuesday night they pulled dovn 
Fielding's house>^ and burnt his goods in the !«treeU 
Tlicy had guttwl on Monday Sir George Savile's Iwuse, 
but the building was i^&rcd. On Tuesday creningr 
leaving l-'ielding's ruins, tliey went to Newgate to 
demand their cximpaaions, who bad been seized demo* 
luhiitg the cha|>eL Thr kcn^pcr could not release tl^cm 
but by th<^ Mayor'fi pcrmisstonr which he went to ask : 
at hii> return he found all the prisoners released, and 
NcwgiiU- in a hlazc^ Tht-y llicn wt-iit to jyocmsbury, 
and fastened ufiou Lord Mun»5cld*5 bouse, which tlicy 
puUcd down ; and as for bb goods^ tbey totally byrnt 
them. They have since gone to Caco-wood, but a 
guard was there Ix^forc IhcnK They plundered some 
Papists, I think, and burnt a mus^-housct in Moor* 

hetds the aaoic night." 

* 

4 Vol. II. p. Hd. d Iff. I bsTc aclcctrd pRutL^ from KTtr«l 
Ictlcrtt uitlkout ncnllofking daici. 

' tTbk is DOC quite comcU Sir Joba Fielding vm, I think, tlicn 
doMl. h WM iiutice Hydc'i houM in Su LMnrtioVMfYel. Lciccaur^ 
FWdi, Ihaiwai gmicJ, aad Hiit goodt burnt in ifat^ iu»t. BrAKt* 
WAT.] [^jr John FicMii»g did not di« tail StpL 17m ^ C. j 
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many arc already retaken ; aiid two piiatCH have surren* 
deicd Uieniseh'eSy and it is expected fhat they will be 
pardoocd/* 

** Gorernment now acts a^aia with iu pro|ier force; 
and we are all under the protection of the King and 
the law, I thought that it would be a^^rceable to yoii 
and my master tn have my t^tstiniony to the public se- 
curity ; and tliut you uouJd sleep more i|uietly ulicn I 
told you that you are safe. " 

" There has, indeed, been au universal ponick. from 
wluch the King was the first that recovered. U'itliiKit 
the concurrence of \us ifuniAturs, or the as^^tance of the 
civil magi^itrate^, he put the soldiers in motion^ and 

rpved the town from calnnntie?* such as a rabble's go- 
vemtnent nuist naturally jH-oiUioe/' 
*' The imblick has cscajKxl a very heavy calamity. 
The rioters attempted the Bank on Wednesday night, 
but ID no great number ; and like other thieves* witJi 
no great resolution. Jock Wilkes Iteaded the party that 
drove tlieui away. It is agived, that if tliey had sei/^ 
the Bank on Tuesdav, at the heigtit of the ikanick* 
I wlico DO rcttitonce baa been prepared, they might have 
carried irrecoverably uway whatever tlicy lind fouml. 
Jack, who was always zealous tbr order and dvecDcy* 
dt%hireK» tliaC if he be trusted wiUi power, be will not 
leave a rioter aUve. There i^, however, now no longer 
any need of heroism or bloodshed ; no blue ribband ' k 
any longer worn/' 

Such waa Uie end of thii miserable sedition, from 
which London was delivered by the oiagnaaimity of 
the ^'crcign IiimBelf. Wtiatever some may maintain* 
I am satisfied that there was no oombluation or plan, 

J ||I.ofil Geofg^ Gordota anil hU folloiimL, darini tluic OuMgCiu 
frore blue hbbopdi in ihcir bat«. Maloxb.] 
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wgf and would not gQ out till they gave him leave. 
To this proposal they agreed; u|xm which Mr. Akcr* 
man, having first made them full back from the gate, 
went in, nnd wilh a determine*! resolution oixlercd the 
outer turnkey u[W>n no Recount to o)>en the gnte, even 
thouf^h the prisoners (though he trusted they would not) 
should brcnk tlietr word, and by force bring himself to 
nnJcr it. ** Never mind me,{*aid hc,)shouldthat happen " 
Th(;;iri^ner» jicaceablyfollowcd him, while he coudutU'd 
thcni through jio^sages of which he had the keys^ to the 
esttremity of the gaol, whieh was most distant from the 
fire, llarjng by this very Judicious conduct fully satis- 
fied them that there wus no immediate risk* if any at 
all, he then addressed them tlius ; " Geatlemen, you are 
now convinced that 1 told you true. I have no doubt 
that ttke eiif^ines will soon extinguish this fire: if they 
should not, a sufficient pjard will come, and you shall 
be all taken out and lodged in the Compters. I aanure 
youp upon my wonl and Tumour, that I have not a far- 
thing iuiiured. I have left my house that I might take 
care of you. I will keep my promise, and atay with 
you if you iuEist upon it; but if you will allow mo to 
go CTiit and look aAer uiy family and pro[M:rty, I shall 
be ol)liged to you." Struck with his behaviour, they 
called out, •■ Master Akcrnmn, you have done bravely; 
it was very kind in you : by all means go and lake care 
of your own concerns." He did so accocxJingly, while 
they remained, and were all preserved. 

Johnson luu been hi'ard to relate the substance of 
this story with high prmc, in whidi he was joined by 
Mr l!urke> My ilhiiitrioua fnrnd, speaking <if Mr, 
Akerman's kimlneu to his prisonei^, pronounced thii 
I eulogy upon hU character: — ** He who has long had 
^constantly in his view the worst of mankind, and is yet 
eminent for the humanity of bis dispusitiou, must liave 
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" MooE years ^ than I have any delight to reckon, 
have past since you and 1 saw one andther: of this, 
however, Ihere is no reason for making any reprvhcn- 
fioiT complaint: — Sic fata fcrunt. But methinks 
there might pass some »maU interchange of rtganl bc- 
t*"ecn US- If you say, Ihat I ought to have written, I 
noTp n*rite ; and I vmte to tell you, that I have much 
kindnesi for you and Mrs. Bcattie ; and that I wuth your 
health belter, and your life long. Try change of air, 
and cornea few degrees Southvatds; a <tofter diinate 
may do you both good ; winter is coming in ; and Lon- 
don will be warmer, aiKl gayer, and busier, and more 
fertile of nmugcment, than Abcrd*^n. 

" My health w better; but that will be little in the 
balance, when I tell you that Mr?. Montagu has been 
very ill, and is, I doubt, now but weakly. Mr, Thrale 
has been very dangerously diiordered; but is much 
better, and 1 hope will totally recovcT. He has with- 
drawn himself from business the whole summer* Sir 
Joihua and his sister arc well ; and Afr. Davics has got 
^ ^reat success as an aulhour,' generated by the corrup- 
tion of a Ijookaeller, More news I have not to tell you, 
and therefore you must be contented with hearings 



' I bad bvrn tire jrnn Absent trvm Loctilun. Dhattib. 

* McBcJti^ hU cnlcrtaintnf " NfenM^i? of David Garridi, E#i^" 
of wfiich Johauon (m Dam* iofinravd B^) wnce the fint venteac* ; 
th» iriving, M k ««ra. Uie kcy-not« to the performuicc. It u, hi'- 
decd, rety chinctcrklkal of iti tuihour, bfginain^ with n auxin. 
Bad pfocecding to illuifniie,— " All cKcHltncf hsm a rifiht b3 be rt- 
coricd lahall, therdore, think it ttiperflaouitoftpologtzc for wrir- 
img tht lite of a mas, wIic, \yy nn uacommon aMtstbisge of privaie 
vinuc4f o^lonicil the liiglicM cvineace id b |>ublidL prolcMwo." 
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and hojf»e roa imd I mty jret Apip oursdm on some 
pjirt oJ' t^irofw, Asiii, f>r Africa/ In the m^an time Wt 
u« plo^ no tridc, hm ke«p cftcb other's kmcbecs by «M 
means in ow power* 

" The hearer of thin lit r>r. Pitnbnr of Ahtf^em, 
who ha» written rtnil poblii^rd a rvrjr nif^nioui book/ 
and vfkto I think has it kindnt'M &r me, and will, when 
Iw knoM's you, have a kindness JVir ywi, 

" 1 su{ip09e rour Little htdies nre grovn tall ; and 
your son has become a learned youn^ tnim. 1 love 
Ihem all, and I lov€ yoiir nauRhty lady, whom I never 
^all (>erRoad^ to love me. When the I jres are done, f 
aball send tliem to cnmplete her collection, but must 
iMd them in paper, as for want of o pattern, 1 cannot 
bind them to lit the re9t* 

" 1 ara. Sir, 

" Yowm mort aflPectiOfntely^ 
•• LoftckKv, Aug. 2J, ireo. •* Sam. JOMKIOU/^ 

ThU year he wrote to a young cler^man in tbe 
country the following very exccIIcDt letter, which con- 
tiiin» valuable advice to Divines in general : 

**ouAM aw, 

" Not Dtany diiya ago Dr. LAwxencc ibewcd mc m 
fetter, IB wbicb y«u make meatiou otmt : I hope* tbcr^ 
lore, you will not be displtaacd tliat I codcavuur to 
preserve your good^wiU by some observations wbkit 
your IdtU^ Hugge>iU.'d to me. 

' * It Kill M^ dovbc Km rwadced how ha avoida the rtddiitmi \sjad 
M Ancnc^ TUvpiMi nc in aiad of anaMCdote lor vbkh I ua 
obli^ CO lay worthy iHxanl Mcaii Gdvemour Richard Pcaa : "At 
oae of Mist E. Hfrrcy'a warmWici, Dr. Johnson ms fotlofriof bar 
ttp and dcr*a the rDom ; vpoa whM Lord Abiagton obv«mp4 to icr, 
' Vbavpraat fnmd k von- fai^ of ymi ; 700 en ^ w> «b«r« irilboiai 
biB-'— ' Af, (jm^ Ah«.) h« mmU loHow nc to ao/ pwt of tha 
WDrU-*— 'Thn (ft^dlhcCorDuk liim to go will jootovfjarritfa.** 
■ *' Euajm on Ihr History of Manlind." 

trft 
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the manners of your parish ; rrom which I gather, that 
it has been lon^ neglected by the parson. . The Dean 
of CarliJc,*^ trho wn& then a little rector in Morthamp- 
ton<ihin>, told m^» that it mi|^ht be dL<u!«m^ whether 
or no there was n dergymnn resident in a p]iri«li, by 
the cjvil or mivngc manner of the people. Such a con- 
grc^tion as yours standa in need of much reformation r 
and I would not have you think it impnfwible t« reform 
them. A very savugc parish wivs civilij^cd by 11 decayed 
gentlewoman, who came among them to teach a petty 
school- My learned friend^ l>r, Wheeler, of Oxford, 
when he wm a young man. had the carv of a neigh- 
bouring parish for fifteen poundaa year, which he was 
never paid ; hut he counted it a convenience, that it 
compelled him to make a sermon weekly. One woman 
he could not bring to the communion ; and when he 
reproved or exhorted her, she only amwered, that she 
vras no schoUr. He wan adviwKl to set ttome good 
woman or mnn of tlie |iarish, a Iiitle wiser than herself, 
to talk to her in a language let'el to her mind- Such 
honest, I may call them holy, artificefl, mu»t be practised 
by every clergyman; for all means must be tried by 
which aHiuls may \hi saved. Talk tu yuur jtcoplu, bow- 
ever, a«t much as you c»ii; and you wilt fiud^ that the 
more frcf|ueTiily you convene wiUi Ihem upon religious 
*aubjecls, the more willingly they will attend, and 
the nmre submissively they will learn. A dergy- 
man's diligence always makes him venerable. 1 think 
I have now otily to say, that in the momentous worti 
you have undertaken, I pray God to Uesis you, 
" I am. Sin 

" Your most humble servant, 
Boit-coun, Aug, 30, i7ao^ ** Sah- Jounsos,- 

* Dr. Peiey, now Bfstsop of Dromort. 
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vUfvating U it tu my iiiioJp iTua 1 am Tound \\ortliy to 
Ik a coai|)anion to Ur. Kfimu?! Jolin^n ! All Uiat jckj 
have saiil in |^raU"fur|iraiso of Mr, Walmsley, I Iwvc 
long tlLOu;;hL of you ; btit we arc both Tories/ which 
bu« a very guucnil intluciict; U|M>n our sentiaKQls, I 
hope that you will a^rce to meet me at Vui-k, abiHit ibe 
end Iff Uiis month : or if you will come to CikrlUle, Ihat 
would he iK^tcr slill. in case the l)e:]ii hv tUero. Pteaae 
to consider, that to keep each o(h«"*« kindtK'ss, wc 
filiCHiId vvcry ye»r liave tliat free and intimate ctMiimu* 
nicAlion of ii)!nd which con be had only when vo »re 
t4'p.'thLT. We ?limjld Uavt: both our solemn and our 
leasuiic ulkr 

« I wril« now for the third time, to tell you that my 
^sire for our inectiitg Om autumn i^ much iocn^asctl. 
1 wrote to 'Sjuire Godfrey Basville, my Yoi'k«hire 
diicf, that I ^Iiouldf jierhap?, pay him a Ti^it, ua 1 was 
to hold n conference with Dr Johnson at York. 1 ;^ve 
you my word and booour that I <^id rot a word of his 
inviting you ; hiil he wrote to me as follows : 

' I need not tell you I shall be happy to see you here 
,lhe latter end of thi>i month, as you propose : and I shall 
likewise be in hnix* that you will persuade l>. Joho- 
Bon to ttnUh the conference here. It will add 1o the 
favour of your own com|xitiy, if you prevail upon such 
ati asftociate, to as5i»t your Dbscrvatioas. I liave ufteii 
been ciilertsined with bin writings, and I once Ixrlunged 
to a club of which [>e wa» a mem[>err and I never spent 
an evening there, htil [ heard MiinethuTg fixim him well 
worth rciuembcringH* 

" We have thu«, my lU^nr Sir, good conifortaljle 
quarters in the neighbourhood of Vork, where you may 
be a»Tured we t^hall Ir* heartily welcome. I pray you 
then resolve to set mit; and let not the year 17S0 be 
M blank in our social calendar, and in tliat record of 
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wisdom and wit, which I keep wilb so much diligencCr 
to jour honour, £nd Ihe iDStruction and delight of 

Mr. Thrale had now another contest for the rcprc- 
sentalion in parliament or the borough of Southwark, 
and Jc^mon kiudly lent him his assistance, by writing 
advertisement and letters for him, I shall itiscrt ODe 



OS a specimen 
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** TO THE WORTHV FXECTORS Or THE BORODGH OP 
SODTHVTAAK. 

*' GENTLEftreX, 

" A NEW Parliament being now called, I agaia 
solicit the honour of being elected for one of your re- 
presentatives ; and solicit it with the greater confidence, 
a:^ J noi not consciou!^ of having neglected my duty, or 
of having acted otherwise than &% hecomra the inde- 
pendent r£*presentative of independent roiU!tituent« : sti* 
periour to fear, hope, nnd expectation, who has no pri- 
vntc purposes to promote^ and whose prosperity is in- 
Tolvcd in the prosperity of hi:* country. As my rcco* 
very from a very severe distemjjcr is not yet jierfcct, I 
have declined lo attend the Hall, and hope an omission 
so necessary will not be harshly censured, 

" I can only send my respectful wishes, that all your 
deliberations may tend to the happiness of the kingdom, 
and the peace of the borough. 

** 1 am. Gentlemen, 

" Your most faithful 

** And obedient servant, 

- Soulhwnrk, Sept. 5, 1780. " HENttV ThKALE." 
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(« TO TKE RTOHT nOKOURAltl.F I.ADV SOTTTIfWELL/ 

" MADAM, 

" Amuno the numerouft addressee of condolence 
which yotir groa loss must have occasioned, be plciised 
to receive Uiis from one whose nsnic perhaps you have 
never heard, and to whom your Lftd\^hip is known only 
by the repuUition of your virtue, and to whom your 
Lord wasknoHTi only hy his kindness and Iwneficence, 

" Your Ladyship is now again summoned to exert 
that piety of which you once gave, in a st^te of pain 
and danger, so iUiistrious an example ; and your Ijord's 
beneficence may be still continued by those, who witli 
big fortune inherit his virtues. 

•* I hope to be forgiven the liberty which I shall 
tuke of infonniiig your ladyship, tlint Mr. Mauritius 
Lowe, tt ;»on of your late Lord^a fathcr^^ hod, by rccom- 

* [MArgnrH, ihf im^otuI iljiughtrr, nnd nnr of the fi><heirraKei of 
Arthur Cecil Hamilton, fc^q- ^hr tfiu niArricd in 1741 lo Tliomat 
Geof^, the third Baron, and fimt Viscount, Southwell, sad lirrd 
with him in the moAt perfect coDDubiol felicity, till Scpteabrf 1780, 
when Lord Southwell di«d ; a ton which the never cmicd lo Emnent 
Xa (he Hour of her own disv>luiiDfi, In her rig;hl)'-lir7it yrm, Ao^^ust 
16, iSO!^,— The " iUu>lT>ou« cxnmpJ* of pieiy »rd tortiCuidc " to 
which Dr. Johnfton nBudn, w** tha tobmittiog, when p«ned her 
fiftieth yeftfi to an «xtre-Ricljr pftinfut unrgiCAl op^ntion. which ihe 
endured wiih exliaf>rdiiury finnnesn uid coropooiorc, not ftllowing 
hvrtdf lobetM loherchAif. nor titternf; a n'wx^c moin,— Thii 
vlighi lntMt« of afivcticm to th« memory of the«c iwo nio&t unuibJe 
nnd excellent penraot, wbo were not kn* dU<in^i*hcd by thrir piety* 
beBe4cr3C€. mod unbotindcd rhiritr, ihan liy • Boartty of muinm 
wUch rndcved thrm to aII who knew them, it b hoped, will b« Tor- 
f^ivfrn fmm c>nc who wmi honoutvd by their lindaeM vid frtendkhip 
tram hi« child hood^-M^LO it ■.] 

* Cnttdii*, the Hcond LokJ SouthwelU who vw bom Jmn, 7, 
Ilt9&-fi, md died b LoMkil^ N«r. lA, 1766. John^m ww wdl 
a w|iliimrf iHlh Ihll BoUtnut, mai aud, ** ht wm the hi^hent bred 
aian, wWiout luolciKf, thM he ww ever ia company with/ 9ee 
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inendauon to your Loi-d, a (juarteriy allowance of ten 
pounil^, the last of which, due July ^6, he has not I'C- 
ceived : he was in hourly hope of his remilUnce, and 
Hatlered himself that on October 26, bn should liave 
received ihc whole half year's bounty, wheu he was 
struck with the dreadful news of tus bcacfactor's death. 
" May I presume to hope, that his want» lui i*cla- 
lion, atid his merit, ivhich excited hts Ixirdships clia- 
riiy, win coDtinue to have the same effect upon those 
whom he has lell behiod ; and that, though he has lo&t 
OJic friend, he niny not yet be destitute. Your Ledy- 
:dup9 churity cannot easily he exerted whci'e it is wanted 
more : and to a mind like yours, distress is a sufficient 
recommendation . 

" J bope> to be allowed the honour ot beings 
*' Madam, 
'* Your Ladyidiips 

*' Most humble Servant, 
'* !Wt-f««rt, vi«4-»iwrt. i^n- ** Sam- Johnson " 

don. Stpt.9. 1780. 

On hn blrth^day, Johnson h&s this note : " I am 
now bt-g'iriiiing tlic sereuly-secoad year of my life, witli 
tnore jctri^ngtli of boily and greater vigour of mJod, tlian 
I think is common at that age." But still h<* complains* 
of sloeplcfs nights and idle tlayij and Forgelfulnr#s» or 
neglect of resolutions. lie thus pathetically exprcssci^ 

wJ. iv. j>, 177, llinyouni^cr brulher. Edmund Souil^w^ll, lived in 
iJiUuiAcj wtrh Johnson for muny y«iiti (S«r ah nccounl <i^ liim in 
H4wki(u'i Life of Johiuon, p. 405.) He died in Loniofi, Nov. £3. 
1772, 

In oppoNition to the Knifiht'a unfavourable reproteaialioii of this 
gvntlejnan, to whom J was indebtrd for toy hni itilToduction (o Jnbn- 
a>um I cake thU opportuotty to add, that he npp^durcd (o mc a piouft 
mvt^ mid wxjt rcty fgod 9f leading (he conTcnc^U^w lo rcligii^tu fttth- 
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himself: " Surdy I shall not njMrnd my whole life with 
my own total disappmbatioD/' ' 

Mr, Abcliean* whom I haw mentioned more than 
once, as one of Johnsoi/s humble frieDcl^. a deeervin^ 
but uiifortuiuite nmii, Iseing now opprev^ed by age and 
povei-ty^ Johnson solicited the Lord Chaucellor Thiirlow* 
to have him adoiitted into the Charter-house.^ I take 
tiko bberty to insert hU Lordship*^ answer, as I ana 
eiigcr to emhracc every occa^oii or augritccitin^ the 
rcspHTtablc notion whidi should ever he enlcrtuincd of 
my illustrious friend : 
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" TO DB- SAUUEt JOHNSON. 

" «IB, " London. OciobcxSt. ilSO. 

** I havb this moment received vour lettei' dated 
the lOlh, aud returned from Bath. 

" In the beginning of the summer I placed one in 

• PmT'cTi And \ffdiiAitofu, p, I&5, 

■ Mr. A1«»ncjct MncbMiD, on ly>fd Tharto>»'« iwoiimtion, ww 
admtltml iaiothc Chutrnx in April. 17BI ; on vihich occasion Dr- 
Johiwon, with ibat bet^vro1cn» by wbiciliewHliRsfamlf nctuulc4t 
wrote the follmiDg itii<i, vbich, for tbe nke of oofincxiuo, inay 
properly be introduced here 1 ^ 

" TO ms mST. MU VT»| *T LAMaSTV* 

'* Tni: bvartr b on« of my old friend*, a mnn of gtml W*miii|^ 
trhon Ike Cb4nccUor bw been pleoMd tt> no4nto»lo to lb« Cbxr- 
tn^xx. Hi» otlmdt tU Hmcc tht ArchlMhojn to uke the oath r^ 
quiml. jiiidbein^ainotUiit »cholJir. will r^cupc i*»t»m««IBfnt, IfyM 
arvaokJMlas tointTMliire him, br wbieh y<m iriU do n lindn»t u> 
■ msQ of gnat aicTit. mi add ■BOih«T io Umc lavDwi. vbich have 
alrrtidf been conferrvd bf you on, 
" Sir, 

" Your moM humble •etraAi, 
- Bnlt-c«rt, n«l^lre«, ''Saw. JoB».<«r 

» April to, 1781. MalomJ 
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the ChartreiUj without the sanction of a recommenda- 
tion 90 distinct and so authoritaUve as jours of Mao 
bean ; and I am afraid, that according to the estnbtiah' 
m^^t of the Hous^. the opportunity of making th& 
charity »o good amcTidj) will not soon recur. But when-* 
ever a vacancy shall happen, if you'll favour me with 
iiotice of it, I will try to recommend him to the [dace, 
even though it should not be my tuni to nominate. 
^ I aai. Sir, with great n-yanl, 

" Your most faithful 
" And obedient servant, 

" Thublow." 



*' TO JAMRS nOSWELL, F>SU- 

*■ DEAR SIR, 

" I AM sorry to write you a letter that will not 
please you, and yet it is at last w*hat I resolve to do. 
This year must pass without an interview i the summer 
has been foolishly lost, like many otlier of my summers 
and winters. I hardly saw a green field, luit staid in 
town to work, without working much, 

" Afr. Thralc's loss of lienllli linj* lost him the elec- 
tion; he 15 now going to Bright helms tone, acid cxpecta 
me to go with him ; and how lon^ I &hall stay^ I can- 
not tell- I *Jo noi much like Die place, but yet I shall 
go and stay while my stay is desired- AVc must, there- 
fore, content ourselves with knowing what we know as 
Well as man can know the mind of man, that we love 
one another, and that we wish each other's happiness, 
and that the lapse of a year cannot lessen our mutual 
kindness. 

** I XYBS pleased to be told that I accused Mrs. Bos* 
well unjiisUy, in supposing that she bean me ill-wilL 
I love you so much, ttiat I would be glad to love all 
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ttiat love yout and that you love ; and I linve love very 
ready for Mrs. Boswetl, if she thinks it worthy of ac- 
ceptance. I hope all the young ladies and gentlemen 
are well. 

** 1 take a great liking to your brother. He tell« me 
that his father received him kindly, hut not fondly : 
hon'cver, yon seem to hove lived weW enough at Au- 
chlnleck> while you staid. Make your father a^ huppy 
as you can. 

" You lately told mc of your health ; I can tell you 
in return, chat my health has been for more than a year 
past, better than it has been for many years before. 
Perhaps it may please GOD to give us some time toge* 
ther before we are parted. 

** I am, dear Jiir, 

*' YourSy mo«t affectionately^ 



P* TO Tire BFVKRKMn nH. VVSlt, AT LAMRETH- 
" SIB, 

'' I iiOfK you will forgive tJic liberty I take, in 
soliciting your interposition with bis Grace the Arch- 
bishop : my first petition was suecessful, and I therefore 
venture on a second, 

" Tlic matron of the Chartreux is about to resign 
her place, and Mrs- Desmoulins, a daughter of the late 
Dr. Swinfen,^ who was well known lo your father, is 
dcsirou.H of succeeding her She has been accuilonied 
by keeping a lM)jirdtng*w:hool to the care of c^liiMiTrt» 
and I think is very likely todUcharge her duty. She 
is in great distress, and therefore may properly receive 
the benefit of a charitable foundation. If you wi^h to 
»ee ber^ ahe will be willing to give an account of bcr&elT. 

> [Sm VoL I. p. i9. M^Loiti,] 
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^ If you iball be pleued, Sir, to nention her foTonr- 
Mf to his QmcA, joawill do a great act of IdndDcas to. 
Sir, 

" Your most oUiged, 
" And most huodde Seirant, 

*< Dec. SO, 1T0O. " SaU. JOHNftON.'^ 
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